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President Donald J. Trump and 
First Lady Melania Trump 
join the Nation in celebrat-

ing the life of Barbara Bush. As a 
wife, mother, grandmother, military 
spouse, and former First Lady, 
Mrs. Bush was an advocate of the 
American family. Amongst her 
greatest achievements was recog-
nizing the importance of literacy 
as a fundamental family value that 
requires nurturing and protection. 
She will be long remembered for 
her strong devotion to country and 
family, both of which she served 
unfailingly well. The President and 
First Lady’s thoughts and prayers 
are with the family and friends of 
Mrs. Bush.

RIO GRANDE CITY, Texas – 
On Sunday, April 15, agents observed 
several subjects loading bundles of 
narcotics into a small Toyota SUV 
near Escobares, Texas. As mobile 
units responded to the area, the 
driver splashed the vehicle into the Rio 
Grande. Agents witnessed the driver 
swim back to Mexico. The vehicle was 
extracted from the river and a total of 
63 bundles of marijuana weighing over 
900 pounds and worth and estimated 
$743K were recovered.

The vehicle and marijuana were 
turned over to the High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area Task Force.

The public is encouraged to 
take a stand against crime in their 
communities and to help save lives by 
reporting suspicious activity at 800-
863-9382.

NEW YORK - Geoffrey S. Ber-
man, the United States Attor-
ney for the Southern District 

of New York, Angel M. Melendez, the 
Special Agent-in-Charge of the New 
York Field Office of U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement’s Home-
land Security Investigations (“HSI”), 
and Patricia Menges, Director of the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services New York Asylum Office, 
recently announced Andreea Dumitru,  
a/k/a “Andreea Dumitru Parcalaboiu,” 
an immigration attorney based in 
Queens, New York, was charged with 

QUEENS IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY CHARGED WITH ASYLUM FRAUD
Andreea Dumitru knowingly made false statements and representations on more than 180 asylum applications

asylum fraud and making false state-
ments.  

The case has been assigned to 
U.S. District Court Judge Lewis A. 
Kaplan.

U.S. Attorney Geoffrey S. Ber-
man said:  “Andreea Dumitru, an im-
migration attorney, is alleged to have 
submitted fraudulent forms for over 
180 clients, each containing statements 
and representations she knew to be 
false.  She now faces prison time for 
her alleged crimes.”

According to the allegations 
in the Indictment: “Between 2012 

and 2017, DUMITRU participated in 
a scheme to submit fraudulent I-589 
Forms in connection with applications 
for asylum.  Specifically, DUMITRU 
submitted over 180 applications in 
which she knowingly made false 
statements and representations about, 
among other things, the applicants’ 
criminal histories, personal narra-
tives of alleged persecution, and/or 
locations. Nevertheless, DUMITRU 
certified each application as true and 
correct under penalty of perjury.”

* * *
Dumitru, 42, of Queens, New 

York, is charged with one count of asy-
lum fraud, which carries a maximum 
sentence of 10 years in prison, and 
one count of making false statements, 
which carries a maximum sentence of 
five years in prison.  The maximum 
potential sentences are prescribed by 
Congress and are provided here for 
informational purposes only, as any 
sentencing of the defendant will be 
determined by the judge.

The charges contained in the 
Indictment are merely accusations, and 
the defendant is presumed innocent 
unless and until proven guilty.

Mr. Berman praised the out-
standing investigative work of HSI 
and United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, and thanked the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation for its 
assistance.

This case is being prosecuted 
by the Office’s General Crimes Unit.  
Assistant U.S. Attorneys Alison G. 
Moe and Robert B. Sobelman are in 
charge of the prosecution. 

(This news was originally 
published by the Department of Jus-
tice, U.S. Attorney’s Office, Southern 
District of New York)

Statement from the President on the passing 
of Former First Lady Barbara Bush

Former First Lady Barbara Bush

WASHINGTON, D.C. – As part 
of the national observance of the 76th-
Araw ng Kagitingan(Day of Valor) and 
Philippine Veterans Week (5-11 April 
2018), the Philippine Embassy, led by 
the Office of Veterans Affairs, and in 
partnership with the Filipino Veterans 
Recognition and Education Project 
(FilvetRep), organized a wreath laying 
ceremony at the National World War II 
Memorial in the afternoon of 05 April 
2018.

 Four (4) Filipino World War II 
veterans graced the ceremony – Mr. 
Rey Cabacar, Mr. Celestino Almeda, 
Mr. Potenciano Dee, and Mr. Justino 
Delara – along with FilvetRep officers 
and members led by Major General 
Antonio Taguba, Philippine Embassy 
officers and staff, veterans’ rights ad-
vocates, and members of the Filipino-
American community of Metro DC.

 Philippine Defense and Armed 
Forces Attaché to the United States 
BGen Eric R. Calip AFP opened the 
program, whilePhilippine Ambassador 
to the United States Jose Manuel G. 
Romualdez delivered the keynote ad-
dress prior to the actual wreath laying. 

“As we remember the valor 
and sacrifice of our veterans and their 
fallen comrades-in-arms, we become 
acutely aware that there can never be 
an adequate expression of gratitude for 
their service. They endured unimagi-
nable pain and suffering so that we can 
be free and prosper. They willingly 
laid down their lives to secure our 
future. We will be forever grateful 
for this precious gift and we pledge 
to honor their memory by living up 
to the promise of a free, peaceful and 

Filipino World War II veterans honored at
76th Araw ng Kagitingan commemoration

A wreath laying ceremony was held at the National World War II Memorial on 
April 05 2018 in observance of the 76th Araw ng Kagitingan (Day of Valor) and 
Philippine Veterans Week.

Ambassador Romualdez (2nd from right) with Filipino World War II Veterans 
(from left) Mr. Justino Delara, Mr. Potenciano Dee, Mr. Celestino Almeda, and 
Mr. Rey Cabacar.

civilized nation - day by day, year by 
year, generation by generation,” said 
Ambassador Romualdez.

 Commodore Elson Aguilar, 
head of the Office of Veterans Affairs, 

also expressed appreciation to all those 
who supported the event, and under-
scored the importance of remembering 
the patriotism and heroic courage of 
Filipino veterans during WWII.

Splash down leads to 900 
pounds of marijuana in the 

Rio Grande Valley
MANILA -- Filipino workers in 

Kuwait are not likely to be affected by 
the current rocky relationship between 
the Philippines and the Gulf state, 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan Peter 
Cayetano said Tuesday, allaying fears 
of pro-migrant groups.

At a press conference in Cebu, 
Cayetano said “96 percent” of Fili-
pinos in Kuwait are in “good condi-
tion” and have no problems with their 
employers.

“The Kuwaiti is looking at them 
like family members. So whether or 
not there is ban, whether or not there’s 
a rocky diplomatic relationship, hindi 
po napapahamak iyong 96 percent,” 
he said.

The Philippines imposed a ban 
in February on facilitating Filipino em-
ployment in Kuwait and helped several 
thousand workers return home after 
reports of abuses and maltreatment of 
domestic helpers. The flashpoint was 

Most OFWs in Kuwait unaffected by row -- DFA
the discovery of the body of Joanna 
Demafelis in a freezer in an apart-
ment unit previously occupied by her 
employers.

The diplomatic row started 
when Kuwait viewed as violation of its 
sovereignty the Philippine Embassy’s 
move to “rescue” Filipino maids from 
their employers amid the reports of 
abuse. The operation was captured on 
video and posted on social media, and 
was described by Kuwait as “inappro-
priate behavior.” The Philippine gov-
ernment has since apologized for it.

Cayetano, during the press con-
ference in Cebu, said their focus are 
the Filipinos who are being maltreated 
by their employers, the reason why 
the government intends to enter an 
agreement with Kuwait on the protec-
tion of OFWs. He said unless Kuwaiti 
officials can guarantee the protection 
of OFWs, President Rodrigo Duterte 
will not lift the ban.

NASA’s next mission to 
Mars, Interior Exploration 

using Seismic Investiga-
tions, Geodesy and Heat 

Transport (InSight), is 
scheduled to launch Satur-
day, May 5, on a first-ever 
mission to study the heart 

of Mars. Read full story on 
Page 2.

The European Commission presented the outcome of negotiations for the 
Economic Partnership Agreement with Japan and the trade and investment 
agreements with Singapore to the Council. This is the first step towards the 
signature and conclusion of these agreements. More of this story on “World 
Speaks” on Page 4.

MEET D.A.K. DANCE 
GROUP FROM TOKYO, 
JAPAN. A very popular, 
dynamic group, D.A.K. has 
traveled around the world 
to entertain people through 
their magnificent dance 
moves. Members: Ikuko, 
Marie, Satoko, Mana, 
Ryoji, Taniguchi, Sunou-
chi. Turn to Page 3 for 
more info about Japan.

IOC President Bach with 
Indian athletes and Olym-

pians during his recent tour 
of Bumbai.   More info on 

Page 5,  R.E.A.D. 
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NASA’s next mission to Mars, 
Interior Exploration us-
ing Seismic Investigations, 

Geodesy and Heat Transport (InSight), 
is scheduled to launch Saturday, May 
5, on a first-ever mission to study the 
heart of Mars. 

InSight, the first planetary mis-
sion to take off from the West Coast, 
is targeted to launch at 7:05 a.m. EDT 
(4:05 a.m. PDT) from Space Launch 
Complex-3 at Vandenberg Air Force 
Base in California aboard a United 
Launch Alliance (ULA) Atlas V 
rocket.

Launching on the same rocket 
is a separate NASA technology ex-
periment known as Mars Cube One 
(MarCO). MarCO consists of two 
mini-spacecraft and will be the first 
test of CubeSat technology in deep 
space. They are designed to test new 
communications and navigation capa-
bilities for future missions and may aid 
InSight communications.

InSight will be the first mission 
to peer deep beneath the Martian sur-
face, studying the planet’s interior by 
measuring its heat output and listening 
for marsquakes, which are seismic 
events similar to earthquakes on Earth. 
It will use the seismic waves generated 
by marsquakes to develop a map of 
the planet’s deep interior. The resulting 
insight into Mars’ formation will help 
us better understand how other rocky 
planets, including Earth, were and are 
created.

JPL manages the InSight mis-
sion for the agency’s Science Mission 
Directorate in Washington. InSight is 
part of NASA’s Discovery Program, 
managed by the agency’s Marshall 
Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. The spacecraft, including cruise 

Illustration of NASA’s Interior Exploration using Seis-
mic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transport (InSight)
(Credits: NASA)

Research Title: Sustainable 
Nutrient Recovery from Urine

Investigators: Blaney, Lee  
Institution: University of Mary-

land - Baltimore County
EPA Project Officer: Page, 

Angel 
Description: Nutrient pollution 

impairs water and environmental qual-
ity. At the same time, ammonia-based 
fertilizers require high energy consump-
tion and natural phosphorus deposits 
are being rapidly depleted. To address 
the inherent threats to human and 
ecological health from these interrelated 
food, energy, and water concerns, we 
propose low-cost recovery of nutrients 
from urine to prevent not only nutrient 
pollution, but also the environmental 
impacts caused by producing ammonia 
and mining, processing, and transport-
ing phosphorus. The P3 project will 
promote education about the environ-
ment, sustainability, and resource 

NASA sets sights on May 5 launch of InSight Mars mission
stage and lander, was built and tested 
by Lockheed Martin Space in Denver.

Several European partners, 
including France’s space agency, the 
Centre National d’Étude Spatiales, and 
Germany’s DLR, are supporting the 
mission.

ULA, of Centennial, Colo-
rado, is providing the Atlas V launch 
service. The Launch Services Program 
at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center 
in Florida, is responsible for launch 
management.

2017 OUTSTANDING YOUNG ENGINEER RECIPIENT
LEE BLANEY, PhD, Associate Professor

recovery though new course modules, 
a Capstone Design project, and on-
campus demonstrations and survey 
assessments.

Objective:The transformative 
nature of this proposal stems from our 
novel approach to selective recovery 
of nutrients. In fact, Nutrient Extrac-
tion and Recovery Device (NERD) 
technology represents a completely new 
paradigm for nutrient recovery, and this 
project will provide the first evidence 
of its suitability and application to 
source-separated urine. The low energy, 
chemical, and water requirements 
of our proposed process mean that 
NERDs will be an attractive option for 
both household- and community-based 
systems in the developed and develop-
ing world.

Approach: The technical chal-
lenge is to efficiently recover nutrients 
from source-separated urine without 
the need for excessive energy or 
chemical requirements. To address this 
challenge, our interdisciplinary team 

will investigate an innovative technol-
ogy – NERDs. Our Goal is to develop, 
optimize, and demonstrate NERD 
technology for recovery of phosphorus, 
nitrogen, and potassium from source-
separated urine. We hypothesize that 
90% recovery of these critical nutrients 
can be achieved with minimal energy 
and chemical requirements. To test this 
hypothesis, we will investigate the fol-
lowing Specific Objectives:

R.1. Conduct NERD optimiza-
tion studies using lab-scale reactors to 
maximize the rate and magnitude of 
nutrient recovery from synthetic and 
real urine; and,

R.2. Modify a port-o-potty to 
include NERD technology, and demon-
strate the ability of this unit to recover 
nutrients from real urine collected on 
the UMBC campus.

Expected Results: The research 
outputs of this project will advance sci-
entific, technical, and social knowledge 
regarding implementation of sustainable 
resource recovery technologies. Scien-

tific studies will advance application of 
NERD technology for urine and deliver 
the optimal operating parameters to 
maximize the efficiency and rate of 
nutrient recovery. 

As such, the project outcomes 
will (1) improve human health and 
well-being through protection of water 
resources and improved food security, 
(2) advance economic competitiveness 
of nutrient recovery processes, and (3) 
protect the environment by efficiently 
using water, materials, and energy to 
recover resources without generating 
or emitting other wastes or hazardous 
substances. 

The technical project will be 
successful if we are able to achieve 
greater than 90% recovery of nutrients 
during on-campus demonstrations. The 
educational aspects of the project will 
be evaluated through student surveys 
in the associated courses, as well as 
survey tools employed before, during, 
and after the on-campus demonstration 
projects. (EPA)

Dr. Lee Blaney Research of Dr. Lee Blaney
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We move money 
your way

PARO is an advanced interactive 
robot developed by AIST, a lead-
ing Japanese industrial automa-

tion pioneer. It allows the documented 
benefits of animal therapy to be admin-
istered to patients in environments such 
as hospitals and extended care facilities 
where live animals present treatment or 
logistical difficulties.

• PARO has been found to 
reduce patient stress and their caregiv-
ers

• PARO stimulates interaction 
between patients and caregivers

• PARO has been shown to 
have a Psychological effect on patients, 
improving thier relaxation and motiva-
tion

• PARO improves the sociali-
azation of patients with each other and 
with caregivers

• World’s Most Therapeutic 
Robot certified by Guinness World 
Records

PARO is the 8th generation of a 
design that has been in use in Japan and 

The JET Program is a competitive 
employment opportunity that al-
lows young professionals to live 

and work in cities, towns, and villages 
throughout Japan. Being a JET is an 
opportunity to work and to represent the 
United States as cultural ambassadors 
to Japan. Most participants serve as 
Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs) 
and work in public and private schools 
throughout Japan; some work as Co-

An opportunity to work and live in 
Japan.  Kiah did exactly that and she 
has many wonderful stories to share. 
Watch Awee Abayari interviews Kiah 
Puth and Shintaro Seto on: Youtube / 
Awee Abayari 

JAPANESE AMERICAN VET-
ERANS. From left to right: Ger-
ald Yamada, Former President,  
Allen Goshi, President, Mark 
Nakagawa, Vice- President.

SHINKANSEN. Japan’s high 
speed bullet Trina are known as 
Shinkansen trains. Tourists get 
an unforgettable traveling with 
speeds reaching up to 320 km/
hour. The main lines with Shink-
ansen bullet trains can be found 
in Tokaido, Sanyo,Tohoku, Joet-
su, Nagano and Kyushu.  For the 
interview, go to: Youtube/Awee 
Abayari 

MEET D.A.K. DANCE GROUP 
FROM TOKYO, JAPAN. A very 
popular, dynamic group, D.A.K. 
has traveled around the world 
to entertain people through 
their magnificent dance moves. 
Members: Ikuko, Marie, Satoko, 
Mana, Ryoji , Taniguchi, Sunou-
chi.

Bonsai is an art form derived 
from an ancient Chinese horticultural 
practice , part of which was redeveloped 
under the influence of Japanese Zen 
Buddhism. It has been around for over 
a thousand years,  Bonsai is a Japanese 
term which literally means “planted in a 
container”. 

Focus on Japan.  To watch full interview, go to: 
YouTube/Awee Abayari

PARO Therapeutic Robot
throughout Europe since 2003.

PARO has five kinds of sensors: 
tactile, light, audition, temperature, and 
posture sensors, with which it can per-
ceive people and its environment. With 
the light sensor, PARO can recognize 
light and dark. He feels being stroked 
and beaten by tactile sensor, or being 
held by the posture sensor. PARO can 
also recognize the direction of voice 
and words such as its name, greetings, 
and praise with its audio sensor.

PARO can learn to behave in 
a way that the user prefers, and to 

respond to its new name. For example, 
if you stroke it every time you touch 
it, PARO will remember your previous 
action and try to repeat that action to be 
stroked. If you hit it, PARO remembers 
its previous action and tries not to do 
that action. 

By interaction with people, 
PARO responds as if it is alive, mov-
ing its head and legs, making sounds, 
and showing your preferred behavior. 
PARO also imitates the voice of a real 
baby harp seal.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO WORK 
AND LIVE IN JAPAN

ordinators for International Relations 
(CIRs) as interpreters/translators.

The JET Program seeks par-
ticipants who are adaptable, outgoing, 
and who have a deep interest in Japan. 
Only the best candidates are chosen to 
represent America. The JET Program 
typically receives 4,000-5,000 applica-
tions each year from U.S. applicants. 
Of these, 1,000-1,100 will be selected 
for participation on the JET Program.

POPULAR JAPANESE FOOD

Sushi/sashimi  Tempura

Kare raisu (rice with curry) Okonomiyaki

 Yakitori

 Udon

 Ramen

Miso soup

BONSAI

Welcome: (yōkoso)
Hello (General greet-
ing): (konnichiwa)
Hello (on phone): 
(moshi moshi)
How are you?
Reply to ‘How are you?’
(hai, genki desu. anata 
wa?)
What’s your name? (o-
namae wa nan desu ka)
My name is ...
(... da) (inf) 
(... desu) (frm)
Pleased to meet you

Where are you from?
(Shusshin wa doko desu 
ka?)
(Dochira kara desu ka?) 
- frm
I’m from ...
(... shusshin desu)
(watashi wa ... shusshin 
desu)
(hajimemashite)
(hajimemashite. dōzo 
yoroshiku) reply
(oaidekite ureshii desu)
Good morning:
 (ohayō gozaimasu)

(ohayō)
Good afternoon 
(konnichiwa)
Good evening 
(konbanwa)
Good night: 
(oyasumi nasai)
 (oyasumi)
Goodbye 
(sayōnara)
Have a nice day
 (Yoi ichinichi o)
Excuse me (sumimasen)
Thank you
 (arigatō gozaimasu)

BASIC JAPANESE PHRASES
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The Salvation Army
•Offers safe space and compassionate support;
•Cares for everyone without discrimination;
•Addresses immediate needs first;
•Respects the individual’s dignity;
•Cares for the whole person; and,
•Provides long-term solutions
For over 130 years in the National Capital 
Area, The Salvation Army has offered a simple 
solution to the suffering and isolation of poverty, 
addiction and abuse that exists in our society.
•Emergency Assistance
•Addiction Treatment
•Housing for Families
•Grate Patrol Homeless Outreach
•Disaster Services
•Youth Services
•Washington Area Fuel Fund

The Salvation Army

NewsBriefs
Secretary DeVos on Senate 
confirmation of Carlos Muniz 

as General Counsel

WASHINGTON—U.S. Secretary of 
Education Betsy DeVos released the 
following statement after the Senate 

confirmation of Carlos G. Muñiz as the Education 
Department’s General Counsel:

“We are pleased to finally have Carlos 
on the team,” said Secretary DeVos. “After a 
protracted confirmation process, Carlos can at last 
get to work on behalf of our nation’s students. He 
has dedicated his career to upholding the law, and 
his insight and expertise will be invaluable as we 
work to advance educational opportunities for all 
students.”

Mr. Muñiz most recently practiced law in 
Florida, where he primarily counseled clients in 
their interaction with state attorneys general and 
with Florida state government. 

Parliament backs ambitious recy-
cling targets, under legislation on 
waste and the circular economy, 

adopted recently.
Improving waste management 

will not only benefit the environment, 
climate, and human health. The four 
pieces of legislation are also part of a 
shift in EU policy towards a circular 
economy, i.e. a system where the value 
of products, materials and resources is 
maintained in the economy for as long 
as possible.

 By 2025, at least 55% of 
municipal waste (from households and 
businesses) should be recycled, says 
the text, as agreed with Council of Min-
isters. The target will rise to 60% by 
2030 and 65% by 2035. 65% of pack-
aging materials will have to be recycled 

by 2025, and 70% by 2030. Separate 
targets are set for specific packaging 
materials, such as paper and cardboard, 
plastics, glass, metal and wood.

 
Landfilling to become an exception

 The draft law also limits the 
share of municipal waste being land-
filled to a maximum of 10% by 2035. 
In 2014, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden 
sent virtually no municipal waste to 
landfill, whereas Cyprus, Croatia, 
Greece, Latvia and Malta still landfill 
more than three quarters of their mu-
nicipal waste. 

In line with the UN sustainable 
development goals, member states 
should aim to reduce food waste by 
30% by 2025 and 50% by 2030. 

Members of European Parliament (MEPs) 
renewed the call to Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg to come before the Parlia-

ment at a debate on data protection and citizens’ 
privacy with the Commission and the Council.

MEPs urged Facebook CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg to come to the European Parliament to an-
swer MEPs’ questions on the misuse of European 
citizens’ personal data. MEPs further expressed 
concerns about the effects of social media, fake 
news and election manipulation on democratic 
processes.  The scandal was seen as a wakeup call 
to the need to ensure data protection against politi-
cal and commercial use of personal data. MEPs 
emphasised that the General Data Protection 
Regulation that will apply as of 26 May will give 
citizens control over their personal data.

The Commission presented the outcome of 
negotiations for the Economic Partnership 
Agreement with Japan and the trade and 

investment agreements with Singapore to the 
Council. This is the first step towards the signa-
ture and conclusion of these agreements.

A swift conclusion and a quick implemen-
tation of the most important trade agreement ever 
negotiated by the EU was a personal commitment 
undertaken by the President of the European 
Commission Jean-Claude Juncker and the Prime 
Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe. During a bilateral 
Summit and at the margins of a G7 Summit, 
both leaders provided political leadership at the 
highest level in order to accelerate and finalise 
negotiations in 2017.

President of the European Commission 
Jean-Claude Juncker said: “The step we are tak-
ing paves the way for our companies and citizens 
to start benefitting from the full potential of the 
Economic Partnership Agreement with Japan 
already in the coming year. Europe believes in 
open and fair trade, based on a global rulebook. 
Our economy depends on it, our companies 
thrive off it and our consumers expect it. Along 

Andrus Ansip, Vice-President for the Digital 
Single Market,  traveled  to San Francisco 
for a two-day series of meetings with 

American tech companies to discuss Digital Single 
Market policies

The Vice-President met  individually with 
Mark Zuckerberg CEO at Facebook, Sundar Pi-
chai, CEO at Google, Sean Edgett, General Coun-
sel at Twitter and David Hyman, General Counsel 
at Netflix to talk about data protection and online 
privacy, illegal content, disinformation campaigns, 
digital copyright, and artificial intelligence. 

Later in the evening, Vice-President Ansip 
spoke  to the Consul Generals of EU Member 
States, highlighting the significance of the strong 
digital partnership between the US and the EU. 
The  Vice-President gave  a speech at the RSA con-
ference on cybersecurity and privacy and met  with 
executives from Information Technology Industry 
Council to discuss enhancing cybersecurity rules 
and cooperation.

Federica Mogherini, the High Representative 
of the European Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy and Vice President of 

the Commission, and the Honourable Chrystia 
Freeland, Minister of Foreign Affairs, today issued 
the following statement:

“Canada and the EU know that advancing 
gender equality is essential for both our economic 
prosperity, and to global peace and security.

“To further advance this commitment, 
Canada and the European Union are pleased to 
announce that we will co-host a meeting in Canada 
this September where all women foreign ministers 
will be invited.

“The first women’s foreign ministers’ 
meeting will be a unique opportunity to bring all 
women foreign ministers together to discuss to-
day’s pressing global challenges and to harness the 
incredible expertise of this group of world leaders.”

Parliament backs more recycling of household waste, less landfilling

Landfillng is the worst option for managing waste, on both environ-
mental and economical terms© AP Images/European Union-EP 

EU, Canada to co-host meeting 
of women foreign ministers

European Commission proposes signature and conclusion of Japan and Singapore pacts
with like-minded partners around the world it 
helps us create jobs and set standards both at 
home and abroad. ”

Vice-President Jyrki Katainen, responsible 
for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitive-
ness said: “The EU stands up for an open, rules-
based and fair trade order. Japan and Singapore 
are key and like-minded economic partners. 
The signature of deep and comprehensive trade 
agreements with them will benefit our exporters, 
workers and consumers - by for example elimi-
nating duties worth €1 billion per year on EU 
exports to Japan every year. It is also a concrete 
step towards a better global trade order, based on 
shared values and rules.”

Commissioner for Trade Cecilia Malm-
ström said: “With Japan and Singapore we are 
making a strong statement in defence of open and 
fair trade based on rules. These win-win agree-
ments will also create major opportunities for 
European businesses and citizens.”

The Japan agreement is the biggest 
bilateral trade partnership ever negotiated by the 
European Union. 

The Economic Partnership Agreement will 

open huge market opportunities for both sides, 
strengthen cooperation between Europe and 
Japan in a range of areas, reaffirm their shared 
commitment to sustainable development, and 
include for the first time a specific commitment to 
the Paris climate agreement. 

It will remove the vast majority of customs 
duties that cost EU companies exporting to Japan 
€1 billion a year. 

The agreement will also eliminate a num-
ber of long-standing regulatory barriers, such as 
double testing and overlapping bureaucracy. 

Digital Single Market chief 
meets with American tech 

companies

MEPs urge Facebook 
CEO to come to 

European Parliament
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Colburn School: The Colburn School is 
a performing arts school with a focus on music and 
dance located in downtown Los Angeles adjacent 
to the Museum of Contemporary Art and across the 
street from the Walt Disney Concert Hall

• 200 S Grand Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
• Phone: (213) 621-2200 
• Founded: 1950
•https://www.colburn-school.edu
 
Los Angeles Music and Art 

School: The Los Angeles Music and Art School (LA-
MusArt), an art school in East Los Angeles, aims to 
provide East LA youth with creative paths to creative 
futures by means of arts education. 

• 3630 E 3rd St, Los Angeles, CA 90063
• Phone: (323) 262-7734
•lamusart.org 
 
USC Thornton School of Music: 

The University of Southern California Thornton 
School of Music, founded in 1884 and dedicated 
in 1999, is one of the premier music schools in the 
United States .

• 840 W 34th St, Los Angeles, CA 90089
• Phone: (213) 740-6935
• Founded: 1884
• https://music.usc.edu/
 
Los Angeles College of Music
Los Angeles College of Music is a for-profit 

music school in Pasadena, in Los Angeles County, 
California. It has been accredited by the National 
Association of Schools of Music since 2003

• 370 S Fair Oaks Ave, Pasadena, CA 91105
• Phone: (626) 568-8850
•www.lacm.edu/
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DISCIPLINE is the soul of an army. 
It makes small numbers formidable; 
procures success to the weak, and 

esteem to all. 
-- George Washington

OVERVIEW
Treating People Well: The Extraordinary Power 

of Civility at Work and in Life by Lea Berman, Jeremy 
Bernard

A guide to personal and professional empower-
ment through civility and social skills, written by two 
White House Social Secretaries who offer an important 
fundamental message—everyone is important and every-
one deserves to be treated well.

Former White House social secretaries Lea 
Berman, who worked for George and Laura Bush, and 
Jeremy Bernard, who worked for Michelle and Barack 
Obama, have written an entertaining and uniquely 
practical guide to personal and professional success in 
modern life. Their daily experiences at 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue taught them valuable lessons about how to work 
productively with people from different walks of life and 
points of view. These Washington insiders share what 
they’ve learned through first person examples of their 
own glamorous (and sometimes harrowing) moments 
with celebrities, foreign leaders and that most unpredict-
able of animals—the American politician.

This book is for you if you feel unsure of yourself 
in social settings, if you’d like to get along more easily 
with others, or if you want to break through to a new level 
of cooperation with your boss and coworkers. They give 

Mid City Arts and Music Festival
WHEN: Saturday, May 12, 2018 
            12:00 PM – 7:00 PM PDT
WHERE: Nate Holden Performing Arts Center
4708 West Washington Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90016

Enter to Win a Rare Trip to Hart Island 
with New York Adventure Club

DEADLINE: Thursday, May 17, 2018
                 8:45 AM – 10:30 AM EDT
WHERE: Department of Correction Pier
299 Fordham Street, Bronx, NY 10464

High Bridge Walking Tour
WHEN: Sunday, May 20, 2018
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM EDT
WHERE: High Bridge
2301 Amsterdam Ave
New York City, NY 10033

Israel at 70: Looking Back and Looking 
Ahead with Dan Ben-David

WHEN: Thursday, May 31, 2018
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM PDT
WHERE: Beverly Hills Hotel
9641 Sunset Boulevard
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

INM Book List of  the Month

Treating People Well: The Extraordinary Power of Civility at Work and in Life
By LEA BERMAN, JEREMY BERNARD, 
LAURA BUSH (foreword by)

specific advice for how to exude confidence even when 
you don’t feel it, ways to establish your reputation as an 
individual whom people like, trust, and want to help, and 
lay out the specific social skills still essential to success - 
despite our increasingly digitized world. Jeremy and Lea 
prove that social skills are learned behavior that anyone 
can acquire, and tell the stories of their own unlikely 
paths to becoming the social arbiters of the White House, 
while providing tantalizing insights into the character of 
the first ladies and presidents they served.

This is not a book about old school etiquette; they 
explain the things we all want to know, like how to walk 
into a roomful of strangers and make friends, what to do 
about a difficult colleague who makes you dread coming 
to work each day, and how to navigate the sometimes-
treacherous waters of social media in a special chapter on 
“Virtual Manners.” For lovers of White House history, this 
is a treasure of never-before-published anecdotes from the 
authors and their fellow former social secretaries as they 
describe pearl-clutching moments with presidents and first 
ladies dating back to the Johnson administration.

The authors make a case for the importance of a 
return to treating people well in American political life, 
maintaining that democracy cannot be sustained without 
public civility.

Foreword by Laura Bush

SCHOOLS OF MUSIC

• Events Calendar • 

IOC President Bach flew to Mumbai on April 
27where he met with Indian athletes and 
saw the educational and sporting projects 

in the city.
Accompanied by IOC member 

in India, Nita Ambani, first stop was an 
International school where pupils gave 
demonstrations of sports ranging from 
taekwondo, judo and gymnastics to local 
Indian disciplines.

President Bach went on to meet 
children benefiting from the various 
grassroots sporting programmes supported 
by Mrs Ambani’s Reliance Foundation. He 
joined children for basketball training and a 

IOC chief  tours Mumbai, meets Indian athletes

The President was guest of honour at a reception where he 
met many Indian athletes and Olympians as well as lead-
ing Indian business and social figures.(Photo credit: IOC/
Greg Martin)

demonstration five-a-side football match.
Later, the President met the Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra, Devendra Fadnavis. With the backing of IOA 

President Narinder Batra and IOC member Nita Ambani, 
he expressed a commitment for a Mumbai candidature 
for the Youth Olympic Games 2026, as well as a strong 
interest in the Olympic Games 2032.
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On April 11, USCIS used a computer-
generated random selection process to 
select enough H-1B petitions to meet the 

congressionally-mandated cap and the U.S. ad-
vanced degree exemption, known as the master’s 
cap, for fiscal year (FY) 2019.

USCIS received 190,098 H-1B petitions 
during the filing period, which began April 2, 
including petitions filed for the advanced degree 
exemption. On April 6, it had received enough 
H-1B petitions to reach the statutory cap of 
65,000 and the master’s cap of 20,000. 

USCIS conducted the selection process for 
the master’s cap first. All unselected master’s cap 
petitions then became part of the random selec-
tion process for the 65,000 cap.

USCIS will continue to accept and process 
petitions that are otherwise exempt from the cap. 
Petitions filed for current H-1B workers who 
have been counted previously against the cap, 
and who still retain their cap number, will also 
not be counted towards the FY 2019 H-1B cap. 
USCIS will continue to accept and process peti-
tions filed to:

• Extend the amount of time a current 
H-1B worker may remain in the United States;

• Change the terms of employment for 
current H-1B workers;

• Allow current H-1B workers to change 
employers; and allow current H-1B workers to 
work concurrently in a second H-1B position.

Suspicious activity is any observed behavior 
that could indicate terrorism or terrorism-
related crime. This includes, but is not 

limited to:
• Unusual items or situations: A 

vehicle is parked in an odd location, a package/
luggage is unattended, a window/door is open 
that is usually closed, or other out-of-the-ordinary 
situations occur.

• Eliciting information: A person ques-

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. 
Department of Education (Depart-
ment) has partnered with the 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
to make it easier for America’s disabled 
veterans to have their federal student loans 
discharged.

“Our nation’s veterans have sacrificed 
much for our country. It is important that, 
in return, we do all we can to give them the 
support and care they deserve,” U.S. Educa-
tion Secretary Betsy DeVos said. 

Acting VA Secretary Robert Wilkie 
said, “The hard work put into this important 
initiative by two large federal agencies for 
our veterans and their families is impres-
sive in scope and further underscores VA’s 
values.”

Starting this month, the Depart-
ment will begin matching borrowers on 
the National Student Loan Data System 
(NSLDS®), who have federal student 
loans or aid through the Teacher Education 
Assistance for College and Higher Educa-
tion (TEACH) Grant Program, to the VA 
database. 

For more information about TPD 
discharge, including the TPD discharge ap-
plication, visit disabilitydischarge.com.

WASHINGTON 
— Spring is here. 
Warmer tem-

peratures bring events like 
weddings, graduations and 
holiday celebrations. These 
events bring together groups 
of people to enjoy consider-
able amounts of delicious 

USDA offers food safety tips 
to avoid foodborne illness

and often traditional foods. But if proper food 
safety steps aren’t taken, your celebration could 
turn into a disaster.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates that in the U.S., foodborne 
illness causes 128,000 hospitalizations and 3,000 
deaths each year. This spring, USDA is offering 
tips on how to properly handle, cook and store 
food when serving large groups of people. These 
tips will keep you and your guests safe from 
foodborne illness.

The Four Basic Steps to Food Safety
Having the right kitchen equipment will 

make your life easier when practicing four food 
safety steps: clean, separate, cook and chill.

• Clean hands frequently with warm 
soapy water, especially before and after handling 
raw food; thoroughly wash cutting boards, coun-
tertops and utensils with hot soapy water. 

• Use separate cutting boards for raw and 
ready-to-eat foods to prevent cross contamination 
between raw and ready-to-eat-food. 

• Always use a food thermometer when 
cooking. Measure the internal temperature of 
meats, poultry, and seafood and egg products 

before serving to make sure they are ready to eat. 
The USDA Safe Minimum Internal Temperatures 
chart will help you determine if your food is safe 
to eat:

• Beef, pork, veal and lamb - steaks, 
chops or roasts: 145°F and allow to rest for at 
least three minutes

• Ground meats: 160°F
• Fully cooked ham (to reheat): Reheat 

cooked hams packaged in USDA-inspected 
plants to 140°F and all others to 165°F

• All poultry (breasts, whole birds and 
stuffing, legs, thighs, wings and ground poultry): 
165°F

• Egg dishes: 160°F
• Fish: 145°F  
• Leftovers and casseroles: 165°F
• Perishable food should not be left out 

at room temperature for more than two hours. At 
celebration gatherings, cold food must be kept 
cold (40°F or below); hot food should be kept hot 
(140°F or above).

tions individuals 
at a level beyond 
curiosity about a 
building’s purpose, 
operations, security 
procedures and/
or personnel, shift 
changes, etc.

• Observa-
tion/surveillance: 
Someone pays 

U.S. Dept. of Education and U.S. 
Dept. of Veterans Affairs team up 
to simplify student loan discharge 

process for disabled veterans

USCIS completes the 
H-1B cap random selection 

process for FY 2019

DHS advisory on suspicious activities
both successful and thwarted terrorist events over 
several years.

Protecting Citizens’ Civil Rights 
& Civil Liberties

The “If You See Something, Say Some-
thing®” campaign respects citizens’ privacy, civil 
rights, and civil liberties by emphasizing behav-
ior, rather than appearance, in identifying suspi-
cious activity. Factors such as race, ethnicity, and/
or religious affiliation are not suspicious. The 
public should only report suspicious behavior and 
situations. How to Report Suspicious Activity

Public safety is everyone’s responsibility. 
If you see suspicious activity, report it to local 
law enforcement or a person of authority or call 
911.

Describe specifically what you observed, 
including:

• Who or what you saw;
• When you saw it;
• Where it occurred; and
• Why it’s suspicious.

unusual attention to facilities or buildings beyond 
a casual or professional interest. This includes 
extended loitering without explanation (particu-
larly in concealed locations); unusual, repeated, 
and/or prolonged observation of a building (e.g., 
with binoculars or video camera); taking notes or 
measurements; counting paces; sketching floor 
plans, etc.

Some of these activities could be innocent 
and are not all-inclusive, but have been compiled 
based on studies of pre-operational aspects of 
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Col. Ed Ramsey on his 85th birthday celebration with USO dance troupe.

KITTY, SANRIO FRIENDS JOIN HANDS TO INVITE TRAVEL FUN AND NEW FRIENDSHIPS

LOS ANGELES – EVA Air has added its 
popular Hello Kitty Hand-in-Hand Jet into 
its Los Angeles schedule. It is using the 

specially painted plane on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday for three of the 21 nonstop flights it 
operates between Los Angeles and Taipei, Taiwan 
every week. Travelers can learn more about EVA 
and its Hello Kitty and Sanrio Family jets at 
http://www.evakitty.com/en/index.html and book 
flights through travel agents, the airline’s reserva-
tions hotline or at www.evaair.com. 

From nose to tail of the colorful Boeing 
777-300ER, Hello Kitty and Sanrio friends of 
different colors, shapes and sizes join hands and 
invite travel fun and friendships. Among the 19 
Sanrio Family characters linking hands with 
Hello Kitty and Dear Daniel are My Melody, 
Kuromi, Little Twin Stars, Cinnamoroll, Pompom 
Purin and Bad Badtz-Maru. 

EVA BR005 departs Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport (LAX) at 11:55 am (11:55) and gets 
into Taoyuan International Airport (TPE) at 5:05 
pm (17:05) the next day. Return flight BR006 

EVA brings Hello Kitty Jet into three-flight/day LA schedule
leaves TPE at 10:10 am (10:10) and arrives in 
LAX at 6:50 am (6:50). The specially painted 
Boeing 777-300ER is comfortably configured 
into three distinct cabins, Royal Laurel Class 
business, Premium Economy and Economy. 
Flight time from LAX to TPE is 14 hrs. and 10 
mins. From TPE to LAX, it’s 11 hrs. and 40 mins. 

The fun of flying aboard EVA’s Hello 
Kitty and Sanrio Family Jets begins at airport 
check-in with specially designed boarding 
passes and baggage stickers. Onboard, the cabin 
crews wear light-green Hello Kitty Jet aprons 
and passengers use service items decorated with 
the irresistible characters. Service items include 
Hello Kitty headrest covers, pillows, tissue, hand 
cream, hand-washing liquid, napkins, paper cups, 
utensils and snacks, all refreshed quarterly. EVA 
also offers Hello Kitty and Sanrio Family duty-
free items through the EVA Sky Shop online and 
inflight. 

EVA flies seven of the specially painted 
aircraft on routes within Asia, in addition to its 
long-haul service to Chicago and Los Angeles. 

The 34th Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival 
will be presented May 3 - May 12, 2018 at 
select cinemas in the Los Angeles area. A key 

highlight of the annual Asian Pacific American Heri-
tage Month activities, the Festival is produced by 
Visual Communications, the nation’s premier Asian 
Pacific American media arts center, and enjoys 
broad support from cinema artists and audiences 
alike. Since 1983, the Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film 
Festival has presented over 4,000 films, videos, 
and digital mediaworks by Asian international and 
Asian Pacific American artists, and additionally 
features seminars and panels, in-person guest ap-
pearances, and filmmaker awards. The Film Festival 
continues to be the largest festival of its kind in 
Southern California and is the premier showcase 
for the best and brightest of Asian Pacific American 
and international cinema. To learn about Visual 
Communications, visit www.vconline.org.

MGM Resorts Int’l 
announces sale 
of Grand Victoria 

Casino for 
$327.5 Million

LAS VEGAS (PRNewswire) 
-- MGM Resorts International (the 
“Company” or “MGM Resorts”) 
(NYSE: MGM), along with its venture 
partner, recently announced the execu-
tion of a definitive agreement to sell 
the Grand Victoria Casino in Elgin, 
Illinois, of which a subsidiary of the 
Company owns a 50% interest, to El-
dorado Resorts, Inc. (NASDAQ: ERI) 
for $327.5 million in cash, subject to a 
working capital adjustment. 

MGM Resortswill receive its 
50 percent share of the net proceeds 
after certain trans action costs, or ap-
proximately $162 million.

The transaction is expected 
to close within 12 months, subject 
to regulatory approvals and other 
customary closing conditions.

The Company acquired its 50 
percent interest in Grand Victoria Ca-
sino in connection with its acquisition 
of Mandalay Resort Group in 2005.

34th L.A. Asian 
Pacific Film Festival   

As part of the celebration of 
the 120th Anniversary of 
the Proclamation of Philip-

pine Independence, the Philippine 
Embassy in Washington, D.C. will 
be open on Sunday, 10 June 2018, 
9AM to 4PM to render consular 
services and conduct public ser-
vice-themed seminars for members 
of the Filipino community.

Kababayans may apply 
for passport, civil registration, 
overseas voting registration and 
legalization (“red ribbon”) of docu-
ments on said date. NO appoint-
ment is needed to avail of these 
services.  In addition, a repre-
sentative of the Philippine Social 

“PAGLILINGKOD AT PAGDIRIWANG 
SA ARAW NG KALAYAAN 2018”

Security System (SSS) will be at 
the Philippine Embassy to extend 
on-site services for SSS members. 

The SSS and Philippine 
Overseas Labor and Welfare 
Office (POLO-OWWA) will also 
host seminars for their members 
and anyone who is interested in 
learning more about their pro-
grams and services. 

The Philippine Trade and 
Investment Center in Washington, 
D.C. will conduct a seminar on 
Franchising and other investment 
options in the Philippines. Inter-
ested parties may sign up for these 
seminars by sending an e-mail to 
info@phembassy-us.org.

Its other Hello Kitty planes are the Shining Star, 
Joyful Dream, Celebration Flight and Friend-
ship Bows. Its Sanrio Family aircraft are the 
gudetama Comfort Flight and Bad Badtz-Maru 
Travel Fun planes.

EVA launched the Hello Kitty Hand-in-
Hand Jet on the Los Angeles - Taipei route in 
September 2013 and rerouted it to fly Taipei – 
Paris in October 2014.

On the day of your birth, I am thinking of you
En el dia que naciste, estoy pensando de ti
I think of you when morning rises,
Pienso de ti al amanecer el dia,
I think of you when the sun sets.
Pienso de ti al caer el sol.
All through the day, you are in my thoughts
Todo durante el dia, estas en mi pensamiento
I miss you and I anxiously wait to see you 
again
Te extrano y te espero con ansias de verte 
otravez
To have back those moments that were so 
precious
De tener devuelta aquellos momentos tan 
preciosos
That we enjoyed in our lives
Que tuvimos en nuestras vidas
You never leave my mind and you are always 
close to my heart
Nunca te separas de mi mente y siempre 
estas pegado en mi corazon
FELIZ CUMPLEANOS MI AMOR!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MY LOVE!
RAQUI

I selected the song, “MY PRAYER” by THE 
PLATTERS composed in 1926 by Georges 
Boulanger  with lyrics added by Jimmy Ken-

Remembering Ed on his Birthday 
(May 9, 2018)
nedy in 1939 and recorded by Glenn Miller in 
that same year.

MY PRAYER
By: THE PLATTERS

When the twilight is gone and no songbirds 
are singing
When the twilight is gone you 
come into my heart
And here in my heart you will stay 
while I pray

My prayer is to linger with you
At the end of the day in a dream that’s divine
My prayer is a rapture in blue
With the world far away 
and your lips close to mine

Tonight while our hearts are aglow
Oh tell me the words that I’m longing to know

My prayer and the answer you give
May they still be the same 
for as long as we live

That you’ll always be there 
at the end of my prayer

GOOD NIGHT AND SWEET DREAMS 
MY LOVE                                     
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Col. Ed Ramsey and Dr. Raquel 
Ramsey on his 85th birthday.
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Established during the Spanish era in October 1778. 
(PhotoCredit: Hospicio de San Jose)

HOSPICIO DE SAN JOSE

INMN Hall of  Fame Lifetime Achievement Awardee
Sister Maria Socorro Pilar Evidente
Administrator, Hospicio de San Jose, DC

Ayala Bridge, Manila • Tel . No.  063-2 7342366

“Since its foundation in 1810, Hospicio de San Jose has stood as a beacon of hope and succor for persons in poverty situations from the 
“womb to the tomb”, from “infancy to old age”. It has been managed by the Daughters of Charity , Vincent de Paul since 1865”.   

“Truly, God’s most beloved - the children and the youth, the persons with special needs,  the elderly and those who find themselves in crisis 
situations, especially the abused and the trafficked women and children and the homeless people - have been welcomed and have regained 

their basic human dignity in the process of being saved within this “Haven of Hope “. -- Sr.Corrie


