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U.S, N. Korea hold historic summit

Washington community celebrates 
120 years of Philippine independence

Message of President Duterte to the Filipino-American 
community on the occasion of the 

120th Anniversary of the Proclamation of Philippine Independence

For the first time, President Don-
ald J. Trump and Kim Jong-Un 
met in a historic summit on June 

12 in Singapore.  
A private meeting was followed 

by lunch  with their advisers. With 
Trump were U. S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, National Security 
Adviser John Bolton and White House 
press secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders. Kim was joined by his sister, 
Kim Yo Jong and North Korea’s Vice 
Chairman, Kim Yong Choi. 

The working lunch consisted 
of a nine-course meal with beef short 
ribs, soy-braised codfish and dark 
chocolate tartlet ganache, Häagen-
Dazs vanilla ice cream with cherry 
coulis and tropezienne  for dessert.

In an agreement signed with 
the U.S. President, Donald Trump, the 
North Korean leader, Kim Jong-Un 
committed to “work towards”  com-
plete  denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula. 

The U.S. and North Korea also 
agreed to recover the remains of pris-
oners of war from the conflict between 

On behalf of President Trump and the American people, I want to extend my 
best wishes and sincerest congratulations to the people of the Republic of the Philippines, 
as you commemorate your 120th independence day this June 12.

The U.S.-Philippines alliance is underpinned by a shared history, rich people-
to-people ties, and a strong and growing spirit of cooperation on trade and security. 
Our bilateral relationship stands as a model for ensuring peace and stability across the 
Indo-Pacific. The United States is proud to call the Philippines a friend and ally.

On this special occasion celebrating Philippine independence, we remember and 
honor our enduring alliance and wish the Philippines a happy and prosperous national 
day.

North and South Korea and the repa-
triation of those already identified. 

Trump said he would halt joint 
military drills with South Korea. He 
added that the summit would be fol-
lowed by more negotiations between 
US and North Korean officials to work 

out the details of the agreement. 
In his speech, President Trump  

said that the “past does not have to 
define the future”.  

Asked about the summit, he  
said, “I’ve got one of the greatest 
memories of all time.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. – “I 
have always believed, however, that 
true independence is not simply the 
ability of citizens to exercise freedom 
of speech, assert their political beliefs 
and opinions, and enjoy the other fruits 
of freedom and democracy – but for a 
nation to be self-reliant, for the people 
to benefit from economic progress 
and development, and be liberated 
from the shackles of poverty,” said 
Philippine Ambassador to the United 
States Jose Manuel G. Romualdez as 
he addressed over 300 guests from the 
Washington community who graced 
the 120th Philippine Independence 
Day reception held the Trump Interna-
tional Hotel on 12 June 2018.

With this year’s theme, “Pagba-
bagong Ipinaglaban, Alay sa Masaga-
nang Kinabukasan,”or “Change that 
we fought for to safeguard a prosper-
ous future,” Ambassador Romualdez 
emphasized how the Philippines is 
continuously undergoing positive 
changes and transformations in its eco-
nomic, political, and social landscape 
through the various results-driven 
government programs that is focusing 
on what matters to every Filipino.

“It is about ensuring that the 
Philippine government provides its 
citizens access to basic needs. This pri-

TUCSON, Ariz. –U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection officers at Ari-
zona’s Port of Nogales apprehended 
four U.S. citizens and a Mexican 
national involved in connection with 
separate failed attempts to smuggle 
more than 84 pounds of heroin, meth-
amphetamine, and cocaine into the 
United States.

Officers at the Dennis DeConci-
ni Crossing and the Morley Crossings 
referred the subjects for further inspec-
tion as they attempted to enter the U.S.  

Officers seized the drugs, which 
have an estimated value of nearly 
$657,000.

All five of the subjects were ar-
rested and then turned over to U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement’s 
Homeland Security Investigations.

FAMILY PHOTO. Philippine Embassy in Washington, D.C. celebrates the 120th-
anniversary of the proclamation of Philippine Independence on 12 June 2018.

President Donald Trump and North Korea’s Kim Jung-Un meets in a landmark 
summit in Singapore. Trump later tweeted: “Our unprecedented meeting – the 
first between an American president and a leader of North Korea – proves that real 
change is possible.”

Naum Morgovsky, 69, and Irina 
Morgovsky, 66, both of Hillsborough, 
California, pleaded guilty for their 
respective roles in a scheme to export 
components for the production of night 
vision and thermal devices in viola-
tion of the Arms Export Control Act. 
Naum Morgovsky also pleaded guilty 
to laundering the proceeds of from the 
scheme. 

The pleas were accepted by 
the Honorable Vince Chhabria, U.S. 
District Judge for Northern District of 
California during jury selection.  

The couple admitted that from 
April 2012 until Aug. 25, 2016, they 
conspired to export without the neces-
sary license to a company in Moscow, 
Russia, numerous scope components, 
including image intensifier tubes and 
lenses. 

Message of Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
to the Filipinos in celebration of the 

120th Anniversary of Philippine Independence

Mike Pompeo 
Secretary of State, Washington, DC

June 11, 2018

California residents plead 
guilty to scheme to illegally 

export components of 
night vision rifle scopes

Ambassador Romualdez and Under-
secretary Modly toast to Philippines-
United States enduring friendship.

ority is reflected in this year’s national 
budget, which prioritizes free educa-
tion in state universities and colleges, 
universal healthcare, and infrastructure 
development,” the Ambassador said.

 On Philippines-US relations, 
Ambassador Romualdez underscored 
the more than 70 years of strong, 
extensive and multi-faceted relations 
between the two countries that “have 
evolved through the years into one that 
is pro-active, reliable, and focused.”

In his brief remarks, guest of 
honor Undersecretary of the US Navy 
Thomas Modly stressed the impor-
tance of meeting United States’ friends 
and allies around the world, saying that 
“relationships like these are critical to 
safety, to security and to prosperity.”

Nogales CBP officers seize 
$657k in hard drugs

The Philippines’ Last Frontier, Pala-
wan, featured in the first ever regional 
cruise-themed TV  program. Read 
more of it in Beyond News on Page 2.

The proposal by Dr. Carlos Puente, 
PhD to name a street in Madrid, Spain, 
after Dr. Jose Rizal has been approved.  
Read it on Page 3,  Across the World.

Newly appoint-
ed Tourism 
Secretary Ber-
nadette Fatima 
Romulo Puyat 
accepted the 
challenge of 
boosting the 
tourism indus-
try as a key economic driver. Read the 
details on Page 4, the World Speaks.

We focus on the Philippines as it 
celebrates its 120th Anniversary of 
Independence from Spain. Read more 
about the Philippines on Page 5 on 
our R.E.A.D. page.
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President Duterte inaugurates 
Mactan’s new airport terminal

MANILA, PHILIPPINES --  The Philippines’ Last Frontier, 
Palawan, will be put again in the spotlight as the 
world renowned island will be featured in the first 

ever regional cruise-themed television program produced by 
the Asia Cruise Cooperation (ACC) and the Department of 
Tourism (DOT) as one of its member.

The regional TV campaign will feature friends aboard 
two celebrated cruise ships as they experience cruising and 
visiting the hosts’ hometown.

Four members of the ACC including Hainan, an island 
province of China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan will showcase 
their respective cruise destinations in order to maximize the 
awareness of cruise vacations and partnering destinations in 
target source markets.

A digital marketer from a famous Filipino political 
family or a cooking competition champion will be playing 
one of the program hosts touring his friend around the pic-
turesque islands of Coron in the province of Palawan playing 
numerous water sports from kayaking to snorkeling.

Among the destinations to be visited is Mt. Tapyas, 
a 210-meter mountain and the second highest peak in Coron 
perfect for sunset viewing.

The said TV show, mounted by media partner Discov-
ery - TLC, will also shoot at the Maquinit Hot Springs, one of 
the only few saltwater hot springs in the world.

The regional TV campaign, which will be aired in 
American television network TLC across Southeast Asia, 
Taiwan, and India first quarter next year, will be composed of 
four episodes with 30 minutes running time showcasing the 
traditions, cultural heritages, and natural wonders of Hong 
Kong, Sanya in Hainan, Kaohsiung in Taiwan, Palawan in the 
Philippines.

Palawan, which forms the Turquoise Triangle together 
with Manila and Boracay as identified by National Cruise 
Tourism Development Strategy and Action Plan 2016-2022, 
was also toured by ACC executives during the 8th Asia Cruise 
Cooperation Working Group Meeting held in the country.

Last year, the Philippines welcomed 140 port of calls 
for a total of 114,437 cruise passengers.

L-R: Hong Kong Tourism Board Executive Direc-
tor Chun Hon Anthony Lau, Philippine Depart-
ment of Tourism Undersecretary Benito Bengzon 
Jr., Korea’s Ministry of Ocean and Fisheries Di-
rector Sanggi Kim, and Taiwan Tourism Bureau 
Senior Executive Officer Joseph Cheng joined 
hands during the 8th Asia Cruise Cooperation 
Working Group Meeting at Conrad Manila.

Participants of the 8th Asia Cruise Cooperation 
Working Group Meeting

LAPU-LAPU CITY — President Rodrigo Duterte 
led the inauguration of the newly con-
structed Mactan Cebu International Airport 

(MCIA) Terminal 2 here on June 7. 
In his speech, President Duterte ex-

pressed his excitement to present the new airport 
to the public describing the project as the “most 
beautiful airport in the country today.”

“It is exciting to see that we have come 
this far in letting our kababayans and visitors 
see and experience the results of our promise 
of real and lasting change. As one of the finest 
airports in Asia, this facility will showcase the 
best of what the Philippines has to offer,” the 
President said.

“The construction of this world-class 
transportation facility shows that government 
and our private sector partners are commit-
ted to provide our people with the necessary 
infrastructure that will enable them to live more 
comfortable, productive and meaningful lives,” 
he added.

Palawan to be featured in regional 
cruise-themed TV show

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte leads the unveiling of the 
marker of the Mactan-Cebu-International Airport (MCIA)
Terminal 2 during its inauguration in Lapu-Lapu City, Cebu 
on June 7, 2018. Joining the President are Transportation 
Secretary Arthur Tugade, GMR-Megawide Cebu Airport 
Corporation (GMCAC) President Manuel Ferrer, GMCAC 
Board Chairman Srinivas Bommidala, MCIA General Man-
ager Steve Dicdican and Presidential Legislative Liaison Of-
fice Secretary Adelino Sitoy. (Ace Moran/Presidential Photo)

Ceremonial exchange of mementos between the 
members of the Asia Cruise Cooperation

He recognized the efforts of the Department of 
Transportation, the Mactan-Cebu International Airport Author-
ity and GMR Megawide Cebu Airport Corp. for realizing the 
project. At the same time, he praised the best homegrown 
designers who contributed to building the new terminal that 
houses priceless designs and artworks.  He likewise noted 

that the state-of-the-art facilities of the new airport would 
ensure passenger safety and comfort. 

By serving millions of passengers annually, the 
new facility is expected to address the growing passenger 
demand in Metro Cebu and also promote tourism, stimulate 
commerce, and spur economic activities in the Visayas.



International News MediaJUNE  2018 3

THE GAME-CHANGER 
FOR THE MODERN 

AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY

Jose Rizal Street in Madrid, Capital of Spain, 2018

“Dr. JOSÉ RIZAL is  truly deserving of 
this  honor, to be recognized and for his 
memory to live on forever.  We should be 

happy for this news that starting this year 2018,  
JOSÉ RIZAL  Street  is now permanently placed 
in Madrid, the capital of Spain “,  Dr. Carlos 
Puente, PhD

 Original Statement and brief background  
from Dr. Carlos Puente, PhD, European International 
Lawyer-Economist, Expert on European Union Is-
sues, Book Author, University Professor and Lecturer

“Tras la aprobación  de la Ley de Memo-
ria Histórica, por el Congreso de los Diputados 
de España el 31 de octubre de 2007,  durante el 
mandato del presidente del Gobierno José Luis 
Rodríguez Zapatero, todas las administraciones, 
tanto autonómicas, provinciales como munici-
pales, estaban obligadas eliminar todas las 
referencias a la violación de los derechos civiles 
y libertades durante la dictadura del General 
Francisco Franco. 

La ley establece que los “escudos, 
insignias, placas y otros objetos o menciones 
conmemorativas de exaltación personal o 
colectiva del levantamiento militar, de la Guerra 
Civil y de la represión de la dictadura” deberán 

A proposal submitted by  Carlos Puente, PhD to Jurist Francisca Sauqullo, 
President of the Comisionado de la Memoria la Memoria Histórica approved

ser retiradas de los edificios y espacios públicos. 
Esta medida “no será de aplicación cuando…
concurran razones artísticas, arquitectónicas, o 
artístico-religiosas protegidas por la ley”. 

Por lo tanto, el Ayuntamiento de 
Madrid organizó un Comisionado de la Memoria 
Histórica para ejecutar el mandato legal de la 
Ley y sustituir los nombres relacionados con 
la violación de las libertades por otros que 
estuvieran asociados a la lucha y defensa de las 
libertades o personajes que hubieran sufrido 
injustamente, especialmente con la pérdida de 
sus vidas. 

En este contexto, se me ocurrió que en 
la Historia de España ha habido injusticias que, 

si bien no podían ser remediados los daños 
causados, si que se podría recordar la memoria 
de quienes sufrieron la represión de forma 
injusta y que perdieron sus vidas. Y este era el 
caso del Doctor José Rizal que, además de haber 
sido un intelectual español, pues Filipinas era 
un región española, había vivido en Madrid 
y había estudiado en la Universidad Central 
de Madrid y, por lo tanto estaba justificada 
hacer una propuesta en este sentido para un 
“madrileño” víctima de la intolerancia de 
la Iglesia y de las autoridades militares del 
archipiélago filipino. 

Mi propuesta fue acogida favorable-
mente por la Presidente del Comisionado de la 
Memoria Histórica, la jurista Francisca Sauquillo, 
a quien conozco personalmente y el nombre 
de JOSÉ RIZAL ha pasado a sustituir la de un 
personaje de la época franquista que, según mi 
leal saber y entender, no merecía tal distinción.

Asi, pues, debemos felicitarnos por la 
noticia de que desde 2018 Madrid cuenta con 
una calle en honor y memoria del hispano-
filipino Doctor José Rizal, permaneciendo en el 
callejero de la capital de España donde fue un 
vecino más.

Oscar Bunoan retired as Chief of 
the Engineering Branch of the U.S. 
Government Printing Office after 

more than 40 years of distinguished 
service. He served for 10 years in the 
United States Navy Seabees (Construction 
Battalion) and is the Co-founder of CHEW 
Foundation (Cancer Help Eat Well), a 501 
(c) (3) public charity, with mission to cook 
and deliver free healthy food for cancer 
patients.  

 OSCAR BUNOAN and EVELYN BUNOAN, Outstanding Leaders 

expertise to others, doing volunteer work as 

Chef Instructor for children at St. Veronica 
Church’s “Cooking with our Saints” pro-
gram.  In addition, she supports and 
volunteers for Medical Mission of Mercy 
USA and Migrant Heritage Commission.

In 2009, Evelyn Bunoan was an 
award recipient and recognized as one of 
the 100 Most Influential Filipina Women 
in USA by the Filipina Women’s Network 
(FWN), a San Francisco, CA-based non-
profit international advocacy organization 

This Filipino contemporary dish is one of my 
family’s favorites.  Try this for a change in 
your daily menu.  And even try to include 

this in your repertoire when your party calls for 
a seafood dish.  

Serves 4-6
1 large fillet, cut into bite-size 

pieces 
1 egg white
1 tablespoon all purpose flour
1 tablespoons cornstarch, dissolved in 3 

tablespoons of water  
1 stalk spring onions (cut into 1” 

crosswise)  
1/2 teaspoon powdered ginger, or 

finely chopped fresh ginger 
1 cup thinly sliced button mushrooms
1 tablespoon oyster sauce
1/2 teaspoon honey
1 tablespoon dry cherry or brandy

Directions:
Season fillet with a little salt; rub with 

egg white and flour.  Heat about 3 tablespoons 
of vegetable oil in a preheated non-stick skillet 
until hot.  Sear the fish, slice by slice so pieces 
do not stick together, then lift to turn gently 

BRAISED FISH FILLET WITH MUSHROOMS

until both sides are medium cooked.  
With the same skillet with some 

vegetable oil in it, stir fry the mushrooms then 
add the spring onions and ginger (about 2-3 
minutes).  Then add the oyster sauce, honey and 
dry sherry or brandy and let simmer.  Add the 
fish and braise, covered, for at least a minute 
or two.  Stir in the cornstarch mixture to slightly 
thicken the sauce.  Serve hot.

Chef’s tips:  
• You could substitute shitake mush-

rooms if you wish to have a different character 
and taste.

• Use the freshest fish to get most of 
this recipe.  You can use light soy sauce as a 
substitute for oyster sauce.

The Foundation is dedicated to helping 
patients who either do not have  the know-how 
or the means to healthy menus or whose 
caregivers are unaware  of the finer points of 
healthy cooking, but are willing to learn for the 
benefit of their patients.  He is the Filipino-
French Sous Chef for spouse, Master Chef Evelyn 
S. Bunoan at their own  Philippine Oriental Mar-
ket and Deli, serving among others, Embassies,  
organizations, Ambassadors, and dignitaries.

A loving spouse to French Master Chef 
Evelyn, he is blessed with 5 children, 13 grand-
children and one great grand daughter.

Master chef and culinary writer, Evelyn 
Bunoan is the owner of the Philippine Oriental 
Market and Deli, a little gem and the go-to place 
for the local Filipino community in Arlington, 
Virginia.  She is a recognized figure in the 
Filipino-American community for her cooking, 
writing for the local newspaper, and because 
she is the regular party chef at the Philippine 
ambassador’s residence.  

Besides cooking for the public and the 
ambassador, Evelyn is a member of the Interna-
tional Cake Exploration Societé, the Washington 
DC Chapter of the Les Dames d’Escoffier, a 
worldwide philanthropic society of professional 
women leaders in the fields of food, fine bever-
age and hospitality.

Despite her busy schedule she finds 
time to share her knowledge, skill, talent and 

that seeks to empower Filipino women.

• First president of the Record 
Industry Association of the Philippines . Some 
of their well-known artists are the following: 
Ruben Tagalog, Pilita Corrales, Nora Aunor, 
Mabuhay Singers, Ric Manrique, Diomedes 
Maturan and many others . Villar Records 

is also known for folk songs, kundimans , 
balitaw and music from the different regions 
of the Philippines. Based in the United States, 
Peter Villar, his youngest son continues the 
legacy of promoting Pilipino music around 
the world. 

Hall of Fame Award of Distinction
VILLAR RECORDS

MANUEL P. VILLAR
Father of Philippine Recording , pioneer in the recording of original Pilipino music. 

Kultura Festival, the Midwest’s premier 
Filipino-American food and arts event, will 
be held this year on Sunday, August 19 at 
Logan Square’s Emporium Arcade Bar (2363 
N. Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago) from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Kultura Festival is curated to appeal 
to those who personally identify with Filipino 
culture and the merely curious or uninitiated, 
Kultura Festival aims to highlight the best in 
Filipino-American food and arts in Chicago and 
the Midwest

4TH ANNUAL KULTURA FESTIVAL: 
FILIPINO-AMERICAN FOOD & ARTS 

FESTIVAL IN CHICAGO   

Message from His Excellency
 Jose Manuel G. Romualdez,

Philippine Ambassador to the United States
in celebration of the 120th Anniversary of 

Philippine Independence

PAL ramps up Australia operations

Four-Star carrier Philippine Airlines is 
increasing flights between Manila and 
Melbourne amidst the surge of passenger 

traffic along the route. 
Beginning June 1 this year, the flag 

carrier operates five weekly Manila-Melbourne 
frequencies from the current thrice weekly 
service. The additional flights form part of 
several operational enhancements being 
undertaken by PAL after receiving the coveted 
4-Star certification from air transport rating 
organization Skytrax. 

PAL Vice President for Sales Ryan Uy 

said, “The new frequency to Melbourne would 
enable Aussies to maximize the benefits of the 
domestic and international hub of PAL which 
currently offers a combined total of 77 destina-
tions. Passengers will get to enjoy our newly 
reconfigured Airbus A330’s with new lie-flat 
business class, new premium economy and new 
economy seats.”

SEOUL — President Rodrigo Roa Duterte 
and Republic of Korea President Moon 
Jae-in agreed to significantly increase the 

bilateral trade between Manila and Seoul.    The 
two leaders held a bilateral summit meeting at 
the Cheong Wa Dae (Blue House) or the official 
residence of the Republic of Korea on June 4.

President Duterte, who was on a three-
day Official Visit to South Korea, described their 
meeting as “very productive,” noting that they 
discussed matters of paramount importance to 
the two countries’ bilateral relations.

These include political and economic 
cooperation, defense and security, trade and 
investments, infrastructure, information and 
smart technologies, agriculture, protection of 
nationals, and the environment.

PHL, South Korea to continue 
to develop substantive cooperation

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte en-
gages in a discussion with Republic of 
Korea President Moon Jae-in. Joining 
President Duterte are National Security 
Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr., Sec. 
Bong Go of the Office of the Special As-
sistant to the President, Defense Secre-
tary Delfin Lorenzana, Finance Secre-
tary Carlos Dominguez III and Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano. 
(Toto Lozano/Presidential Photo)
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The Salvation Army
•Offers safe space and compassionate support;
•Cares for everyone without discrimination;
•Addresses immediate needs first;
•Respects the individual’s dignity;
•Cares for the whole person; and,
•Provides long-term solutions
For over 130 years in the National Capital 
Area, The Salvation Army has offered a simple 
solution to the suffering and isolation of poverty, 
addiction and abuse that exists in our society.
•Emergency Assistance
•Addiction Treatment
•Housing for Families
•Grate Patrol Homeless Outreach
•Disaster Services
•Youth Services
•Washington Area Fuel Fund

The Salvation Army
Specializing in credit cards, 

auto loans, banking and savings 
products

Empowering students 
from the diverse communities 

it serves to achieve their 
educational and career goals.

To Request  FREE SUBSCRIPTION of 

Send your Name and Email Address to: 
Radiotvanchor1@gmail.comWe move money your way

Manila, Philippines - Tourism Secretary Bernadette 
Fatima Romulo Puyat guaranteed that Filipinos’ 
contagious love of country will make foreign visi-

tors fall in love with the Philippines and its people, as she 
accepted the challenge of boosting the tourism industry as a 
key economic driver.

Puyat made the assertion in her introductory remarks 
before the Commission on Appointments (CA) committee 
on tourism, leading to the rousing approval of her nomina-
tion as Secretary of the Department of Tourism (DOT) 
Tuesday morning at the Senate building in Pasay City.

Puyat’s father, former senator and current chairman 
of the Development Bank of the Philippines Alberto Ro-
mulo, and her elder sister Monserrat Romulo were present 
during the proceedings presided by Iloilo Rep. Jerry Treñas.

Opening Statement of 
Secretary Bernadette Romulo- Puyat 

“Last May 14, I took my oath before President 

Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat 
during the Committee on Appoint-
ments hearing.

Puyat gets rousing CA nod, vows to boost up PHL tourism

On May 14, 2018, Ambassador Waldner presented 
the “Decoration of Merit in Gold” bestowed by 
Austrian Federal President Alexander Van der Bel-

len to Nora Pouillon, Austrian organic foods pioneer in the 
U.S. and one of Washington DC’s most celebrated chefs.

“Godmother” of the organic food movement
Nora Pouillon grew up in Vienna and on a farm in 

the Austrian Alps. After she moved to Washington, DC in 
the 1960s, she made it her mission to bring organic foods 
to the American table. Her restaurant Nora, running from 
1979 to 2017, became the first certified organic restaurant 
in the United States.

For nearly 40 years, the recently-retired chef, social 
entrepreneur and champion of organic cuisine has redefined 
what food could be, forging close relationships with local 
producers and launching initiatives (like farmer’s markets) 
to take the organic movement mainstream.

As the 20th anniversary of UN-
SCR 1325 on Women Peace and 
Security approaches, EEAS Sec-
retary General Helga Schmid 
joined UN, NATO and civil so-
ciety representatives to discuss 
and define how to act to prevent 
conflict and violence against 
women at the European Devel-
opment Days on 6 June 2018. 
(Source: Strategic Communica-
tions, 06/07/18)

Years of violent fighting in Syria left thousands of 
schools destroyed, damaged or used as shelters for fami-
lies who lost their homes. 11-year-old Nour struggled to 
follow lessons in a dark classroom up until the EU and 
UNICEF stepped in providing solar panels to generate 
electricity, and kindling. (Source: Strategic Communi-
cations, 05/25/18)

“We will be considered heroes around the world but trai-
tors by our own people,” said the President of Colombia, 
Juan Manuel Santos, at an event on Colombian peace 
negotiations and implementations. During this event the 
EU announced its additional contribution of €15 mil-
lion to help former combatants of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces (FARC) reintegrate into the Colombian 
society. (Source: Strategic Communications, 05/31/18)

Professor Guenter Bischof, Director of the Austrian 
Marshall Plan Center for European Studies at the Uni-
versity of New Orleans, presented the book The Marshall 
Plan - Since 1947. Saving Europe, Rebuilding Austria, 
co-authored with Dr. Hans Petschar of the Austrian Na-
tional Library, at the Austrian Embassy in Washington, 
DC on May 9, 2018.

Rodrigo Roa Duterte as Secretary-des-
ignate of the Department of Tourism. 
It was humbling as it was heartwarm-
ing having been entrusted with a huge 
responsibility. It is a great role to lead 
a vibrant industry that promotes the 
image of the country and supports 
economic growth.

“The Duterte administration 
believes tourism is an important driver 
of the economy. It is expressed in 
our 10-point socio-economic agenda 
highlighting the promotion of rural 
tourism. Tourism is a priority sec-
tor expected to reduce poverty and 
inequality. And it is a sector that will 
bind us as a nation proud, protective, 
and in love with our natural attrac-
tions, heritage and culture.”

In today’s insecure 
world, the EU has set 
out to help protecting 

more effectively the EU 
and its citizens. NATO is 
a major and logical part-
ner in this context. Both 
organisations started in 
2016 to develop a pro-
gramme of deep coopera-
tion where their strengths 
and assets complement 
and reinforce each 
other. The outcome of the 
cooperation is effective 
use of public money but 

EU-UNICEF to ensure no child is left behind

Colombia: building peace and moving forward

Book Presentation: The Marshall Plan - Since 1947

Chef Nora Pouillon receives 
coveted Austrian decoration

From left: Andreas Stauber (Austrian Trade Commissioner 
in Washington, DC), Chef Nora Pouillon, Michael Friedl 
(Austrian Trade Commissioner in New York City), and Aus-
trian Ambassador Wolfgang Waldner.

 World organizations work together to prevent violence against women

EU Security and Defence – partnering 
with NATO for mutual benefit

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg with EU 
High Representative Federica Mogherini.

it also helps taking EU defence and se-
curity beyond the levels that each EU 
or NATO could achieve if they acted 
in isolation. On the 6th of June 2018 
the Council welcomed the 3rd process 
report on the implementation of the 
common set of proposals endorsed by 
EU and NATO Ministers.

Instability and conflict are 
major issues in many parts of the 
world. These challenges do not stop 

at borders and at times have a direct 
effect on the EU and its citizens. That 
is why the 2016 “Global Strategy for 
the European Union’s Foreign and 
Security Policy” emphasises the need 
to strengthen Europe’s collective 
security. Also, a majority of EU citi-
zens as well as third partner countries 
and organisations expect the EU to 
play a larger role as a global security 
provider.
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What is the general policy of the government for foreign 
investments? Foreign investments are encouraged to 
fill in capital gaps, help provide employment, increase 

production, and provide a base for the overall development of 
the economy. 

Who may invest? Anyone, regardless of nationality, is 
welcome to invest in the Philippines. With the liberalization 
of the foreign investment law, 100% foreign equity may be 
allowed in all areas of investment except those reserved for 
Filipinos by mandate of the Philippine Constitution and existing 
laws.

What requirements must be complied with before a 
foreign corporation can do business in the Philippines? A foreign 
corporation must first secure the necessary licenses or registra-
tions from the appropriate government bodies. In the case 
of corporations or partnerships, the necessary incorporation 
papers from the Securities and Exchange Commission must first 
be obtained. In the case of single proprietorship, registration 
from the Bureau of Trade Regulation & Consumer Protection of 
the Department of Trade and Industry must be secured.

INVESTMENT INCENTIVES
Wide incentives are available to foreign investment in 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
Languages: Two official languages -- Filipino and 

English. Filipino which is based on Tagalog, is the national 
language.  Eight (8) major dialects spoken by majority of the 
Filipinos: Tagalog, Cebuano, Ilocano, Hiligaynon or Ilonggo, 
Bicol, Waray, Pampango, and Pangasinense.

Currency: The currency in the Philippines is the Peso 
(PhP) and the Centavo. 100 centavos = P1. Coin denominations 
are: 1, 5, 10, and 25 centavos, P1, and P5. Bill denominations 
are : 10, 20, 50, 100, 500 and 1, 000 pesos.

Unit of Measure: The Metric System is used in most 
trade and legal transactions.

Electricity: 220 volts a/c is the common standard. 110 
volts a/c is also used, especially in major hotels.

Time Difference: Local time is GMT +8 hours.
Climate: The first half of the year, from January to 

May, is the best time to visit the country. November to February 
is cool, while March to May is hot and dry. June to October is 
rainy, with the months between July and September character-
ized by typhoons. Average temperature is 78 degrees F/25 
degrees C; average humidity is 77%. Some parts of the country 
such as Cebu, are warm and comfortable in all seasons.

• The Philippines is the third largest English speaking 
country in the world.

IMMIGRATION 
Nationals from countries who are travelling to the 

Philippines for business and tourism purposes are allowed to 
enter the Philippines without visas for a stay not exceeding 
twenty-one (21) days, provided they hold valid tickets for their 
return journey to port of origin or next port of destination 
and their passports valid for a period of at least six (6) months 

Magandang umaga. Good morning.
Magandang hapon. Good afternoon.
Magandang gabi. Good evening.
Kumusta po kayo? How are you?
Mabuti po naman, salamat.  I am fine,  
thank you.
Opo (polite ). Yes
Hindi, po. (polite). No.
Maraming salamat, po. Thank you, very 
much.
Wala pong anuman. You are welcome.
Anong oras na po? What time is it?
Anong pangalan mo? What is your 
name ?
Ilang taon na po  kayo? How old are 
you?

Focus on the PHIPPINES

beyond the contemplated period of stay. However, Immigration 
Officers at ports of entry may exercise their discretion to admit 
holders of passports valid for at least sixty (60) days beyond the 
intended period of stay.

Upon Arriving: Visitors are allowed to bring in duty 
free personal belongings, two cartons of cigarettes or two tins 
of pipe tobacco and up to one liter of alcohol. Balikbayans have 
separate rules and should check with the Embassy or Consulate 
in their home city.

Currency Regulations: It is illegal for any incoming 
or outgoing passenger to bring in or out Philippine Pesos in 
excess of P10,000.00 without prior authority from the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

USEFUL FILIPINO WORDS AND PHRASES

Investing in the Philippines

activities that significantly contribute to national industrializa-
tion and socioeconomic development, and in export-oriented 
enterprises. 

Are foreigners allowed to lease land? Foreign investors 
investing in the Philippines can now lease private lands up to 
75 years. Based on R.A. No. 7652, entitled “Investor’s Lease Act”, 
lease agreements may be entered into with Filipino landown-
ers. Lease period is 50 years, renewable once for another 25 
years.

For tourism projects, the lease shall be limited to proj-
ects with an investment of not less than US$5M, 70% of which 
shall be infused in said project within 3 years from signing of 
the lease contract.

WAY TO SHOP

FILIPINA BEAUTY TITLE HOLDERS

2015 MISS UNIVERSE 
PIA WURTZBACH

1973  MISS UNIVERSE 
MARGIE MORAN

1969 MISS UNIVERSE
  GLORIA DIAZ

2013 MISS WORLD  
MEGHAN YOUNG

2018 MISS INTERNATIIONAL   
KYLIE VERSOZA 

2013 MISS INTERNATIONAL   
BEA SANTIAGO

2005  INTERNATIONAL  
LARA QUIGAMAN

1979  MISS INTERNATIONAL 
MELANIE MARQUEZ

1970  MISS INTERNATIONAL 
AURORA PIJUAN

1964 MISS INTERNATONAL    
GEMMA CRUZ 

There are a number of 
Filipino-American celebri-
ties who are making 

waves worldwide and they are 
making Filipinos proud of their 
heritage. To name a few:  Lou 
Diamond, actor; Tia Cerrere, 
actress; Mark Dacascos, actor; 
Vanessa Lachey, actress; Nicole 
Scherzinger, singer; Vanessa 
Hudgens, actress; Dave Bau-
tista, actor; singer Apl.de. 
Ap; actress Lea Salonga; pop 
singing sensation Bruno Mars; 
stand-up comic, screenwriter 
and director Rob Schneider; 
singer Enrique Iglesias; and-
dancer Cheryl Burke, among 
others.

LOU DIAMOND PHILLIPS
ACTOR

TIA CARRERE
ACTRESS

CHERYL BURKE
DANCER

APL.DE.AP
SINGER

Filipino-American Celebrities

NUMBERS:
Isa                    One
Dalawa          Two

Tatlo               Three
Apat               Four
Lima              Five
Anim              Six
Pito                 Seven
Walo               Eight
Siyam             Nine
Sampu            Ten

QUESTIONS
Ano?               What ?
Alin?                Which?
Sino?               Who?
Bakit?             Why
Papano? or Paano?      How
Magkano?     How much?
Nasaan ?        Where? 
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JOIN THE MILITARY

Before Packing
• Liquids, gels and aerosols packed in carry-

on must follow the 3-1-1 liquids rule: 3.4 ounces or 
less per container; 1 quart size, clear, plastic, zip top bag (all 
liquids must fit in bag); and 1 bag per passenger

• Review the prohibited items list for both carry-on 
and checked baggage.

• If purchasing a baggage lock, be sure to look for 
those that are TSA recognized.

• Tape a card with your name and contact information 
on your electronics.

When Packing
• Pack items in layers 
• Firearms are only allowed in checked baggage and 

must be unloaded, placed in a locked, hard-sided container 
and declared to your airline.

• All fireworks are not permitted in checked or carry-
on baggage.

• Pack large electronics on top layer of carry-on.
• Place your 3-1-1 bag with liquids, gels and aerosols 

in the front pocket of your carry-on for accessibility.
• If traveling with a pet, be sure to bring a leash.
Before Leaving for the Airport
• Give yourself enough time to arrive at the airport 

early.
• Wear easily removable shoes.
• Passengers with a disability or medical condition 

may call ahead to the TSA Cares toll free helpline at (855) 
787-2227.

Last May 25, Secretary of 
Homeland Security Kirstjen 
M. Nielsen announced that an 

additional 15,000 H-2B temporary 
nonagricultural worker visas will be 
available for Fiscal Year 2018. This 
allocation is in addition to the 66,000 
visas already issued this year. Secre-
tary Nielsen made this decision after 
consulting with Secretary of Labor Al-
exander Acosta, members of Congress, 
and business owners.

The H-2B temporary nonagri-
cultural worker program was designed 
to serve U.S. businesses unable to find 
a sufficient number of qualified U.S. 
workers to perform nonagricultural 
work of a temporary nature. Congress 

Identity theft is usually a crime of 
opportunity, so you may be victim-
ized simply because your informa-

tion is available. Thieves may target 
customers of certain companies for a 
variety of reasons; a company database 
is easily accessible, the demograph-
ics of the customers are appealing, or 
there is a market for specific informa-
tion. If your information is stored in 
a database that is compromised, you 
may become a victim of identity theft.

There is no way to guarantee 
that you will not be a victim of online 
identity theft. However, there are ways 
to minimize your risk:

• Do business with reputable, 
established companies.

• Take advantage of security 
features.. 

Requirements for Joining the 
U.S. Military

To join the enlisted 
ranks, in general you must:

• Be a U.S. citizen or 
Green Card holder

o Non-citizens must 
speak, read, and write English 
fluently.

o Non-citizens must cur-
rently live in the U.S.

• Be in good health
• Be 17 to 40 years old 

(different branches have different 
age requirements)

o View a chart of age 
requirements by service

• Have a high school di-
ploma (some branches will accept 
a GED)

• Pass the Armed Ser-
vices Vocational Aptitude Battery 
(ASVAB) test

To join as an officer, you 
must also have attended college.

Waivers for Conditions 
that May Disqualify You

A recruiter may ask a 
military command to overlook a 
condition that would otherwise 
disqualify you. Types of waivers 
include: Medical, Mental Health, 
Criminal, Education, Moral & 
Age

However, there are no 
guarantees you will get a waiver.

Learn More About 
Military Service

If you’re curious about 
military service but are not 
ready to contact a recruiter, visit 
TodaysMilitary.com.   to contact a 
recruiter or apply online

Army: Active duty & 
Reserve: 1-800-550-ARMY 
(1-800-550-2769); National 
Guard:1-800-GO-GUARD (1-
800-464-8273)

Air Force: Active Duty: 
1-800-423-USAF (1-800-423-
8723); Reserve: 1-800-257-1212; 
National Guard: 1-800-TO-GO-
ANG (1-800-864-6264)

Navy: Active Duty and 
Reserve : 1-800-USA-NAVY (1-
800-872-6289)

Marine Corps: Active 
Duty and Reserve: 1-800-MA-
RINES (1-800-627-4637)

Coast Guard

HEALTH & FITNESS. The 
market is swimming in prod-
ucts and services for fitness 

and health. Learn how to decode ads 
for products that promise to cure ev-
erything from baldness and cancer to 
diabetes and dementia, and for services 
that say they will shape you up, restore 
your youthful glow, and turn those abs 
into a well-defined six pack.

WEIGHT LOSS & FITNESS. 
Advertising claims for weight loss 
products and services inevitably over-
promise. The products and services 
themselves almost always under-deliv-
er. Changing your diet and exercising 
more are the keys to successful weight 
loss. Find out how to evaluate weight 
loss and fitness claims before you buy 
products or services that claim to make 
it fast or easy to slim down.

DHS announces additional visas for foreign workers 
to assist American businesses at risk of failing

set the annual H-2B visa cap at 66,000. 
A maximum of 33,000 H-2B visas are 
available during the first half of the 
fiscal year, and the remainder, includ-
ing any unused H-2B visas from the 
first half of that fiscal year, is available 
starting April 1 through September 30.

On February 27, 2018, USCIS 
determined that it had received suf-
ficient H-2B petitions to meet the full 
FY 2018 statutory cap of 66,000.

In the FY 2018 Omnibus, 
Congress delegated its authority to 
the Secretary to increase the number 
of temporary nonagricultural worker 
visas available to U.S. employers 
through September 30, just as it did in 
the FY 2017 Omnibus. 

Preventing and responding to identity theft

• Check privacy policies 
and take precautions when providing 
information. 

• Avoid posting personal data 
in public forums. 

• Use and maintain anti-virus 
software and a firewall.

• Be aware of your account 
activity.

What can you do if you suspect 
or know that your identity has been 
stolen?

Recovering from identity theft 
can be a long, stressful, and potentially 
costly process. To minimize the extent 
of the damage, take action as soon as 
possible:

• Start by visiting Identity-
Theft.gov – This is a trusted, one-stop 
resource to help you report and recover 
from identity theft. 

• Possible next steps in the 
process – You may need to contact 
credit reporting agencies or companies 
where you have accounts, file police 
or other official reports, and consider 
other information that may have been 
compromised. (Source: US Computer 
Emergency Readiness Team)

Travel checklist from the TSA

Before Entering the Checkpoint
• Eligible passengers look for the TSA Pre√® lane 

for expedited screening at participating airports.
• Have your ID and boarding pass out for inspection.
In Standard Screening Lane
•  Remove the 3-1-1 liquids bag and place it in the 

bin.
• Ensure pockets are empty (keys, tissues, currency, 

wallets, cell phones, etc.) and remove bulky jewelry (valu-
able items can be placed in carry-on).

• Remove your shoes and place them directly on the 
X-ray belt.

• Remove personal electronic devices larger than a 
cell phone from your carry-on bag and place them into a bin 
with nothing placed on or under them for X-ray screening. 

•Remember to check the bins and collect all belong-
ings after going through screening.

Health tips from the FTC
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GRAND PARK + THE MUSIC 
CENTER’S FOURTH OF JULY BLOCK 

PARTY IN LOS ANGELES
The county’s largest free July 4th 

celebration in Downtown L.A.
When: July 4, 2018   3:00 - 9:30 PM
Where:  Grand Park, Downtown   
           Los Angeles   

COMIC-CON INTERNATIONAL: 
SAN DIEGO

The largest pop culture event in the US
When: Jul 19 - Jul 22, 2018

Where: San Diego Convention Center
           111 W. Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 

92101
FRIDAY THE 13TH WEEKEND

INVESTIGATION 
AT FERRY PLANTATION 
by REAP INVESTIGATIONS

WHEN: Friday, Jul 13, 2018, 7:00 PM –
            Sat, Jul 14, 2018, 11:59 PM 

WHERE: FERRY PLANTATION
4136 Cheswick Ln

Virginia Beach , VA 23455

• Events  Calendar • 

The Library of Congress announced that 
collector and entrepreneur Stephen A. Geppi has 
donated to the nation’s library more than 3,000 
items from his phenomenal and vast personal 
collection of comic books and popular art, in-
cluding the original storyboards that document 
the creation of Mickey Mouse.  This multimillion-
dollar gift includes comic books, original art, 
photos, posters, newspapers, buttons, pins, 
badges and related materials, and select items 
will be on display beginning this summer.

The Stephen A. Geppi Collection of 
Comics and Graphic Arts has been on public 
display in Baltimore, Maryland, for the past 

LAS VEGAS -- For the thirteenth consecutive 
year, MGM Resorts International has been 
recognized as a Top Company for Diversity 

by DiversityInc., one of the nation’s leading 
sources on workplace diversity management.

“For nearly two decades, we have 
worked to weave inclusion into the core of our 
very identity and our operations,” said Phyllis A. 
James, the company’s Executive Vice President 
and Chief Corporate Responsibility Officer.

 “Diversity touches all aspects of our 
business – from our workforce to our guests, 
to our business partners and our communities 
around the world.  Leveraging our differences 
in a positive way makes us a more dynamic, 
engaged culture and brings competitive edge. 

Dynamic chef, Javier J. Fernandez 
(better known as “ Kuya Ja”  is 
introducing the roasted, crispy and 

juicy Lechon Belly (Cebuano style) not only 
to the Filipinos but also to the promising 
international market. 

 The Filipino-American chef is a 
graduate of the L’Academie de Cusine and 
worked for the late award-winning Chef, 
Michel Richards and many other prestigious 
restaurants. His father was a chef and 
mother Gwen made baked goods which be-
came successful and  this  encouraged sister 
Stella Fernandez to continue the business . 

“ONE DISH AT A TIME”
“Let us support one another !”, “Kaon na ta*” -- Kuya  Ja

Now, Gwenie’s Pastries is a sweet addition to 
Kuya Ja’s Lechon Belly restaurant in Rockville. 

If you have a craving for lechon belly, 
arroz caldo, lumpia, adobo , sisig , lechon 
kawali , pancit and other favorite Filipino dishes 
, run to Kuya Ja’s Lechon Belly  in Rockville.  
This is where you will also enjoy the sweet offer-
ings of Gwenies: cassava cake, ube cake, leche 
flan , maja blanca, kutsinta etc.  

 Kuya Ja is a talented chef who loves 
to cook and promote Filipino cuisine  to a wider 
market and “promises to keep moving forward”.    
(* “Kaon na ta”  means ‘Let us eat in Visayan’.)

For more of the exclusive interview with 
Javier Fernandez, Chef/Owner of Kuya Ja’s 

Lechon Belly, go to: 
Youtube.com/ AweeAbayari 

MGM Resorts International named among nation’s 2018 
Top Regional Companies for Diversity by DiversityInc.

The learning is never done, but we are grateful 
to be recognized for our work.”

The company is ranked 3rd on “The Top 
Ten Regional Companies” list for diversity best 
practices in recruitment, talent development, 
senior leadership commitment and supplier 
diversity.

Library receives donation of popular art valued in the millions
DONATION OF COMIC BOOKS IN LIBRARY HISTORY INCLUDES THE ORIGINAL STORYBOARDS FOR THE CREATION OF MICKEY MOUSE

decade and is a remarkable and comprehensive 
assemblage of popular art.  It includes a wide 
range of rare comics and represents the best 
of the Golden (1938-1956), Silver (1956-1970) 
and Bronze (1970-1985) ages of comic books. 

The mint-condition collection is also noted for its 
racially and socially diverse content as well as 
the distinctive creative styles of each era. 

FERNANDO DE MANILA TAILORING
4853 FOUNTAIN AVENUE
LOS ANGELES, CA 90029

Tel. No. 323- 664-8886 
or 323-377-1138

WANTED
LADY SEAMSTRESS

Cut and Sew
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DOLPHIN. Off the coast of Bais City in Negros Oriental are several pods of playful dolphins that 
have drawn tourists who would watch their daily morning frolic in the waters of Tañon Strait.

THE WOMEN WEAVERS. The hardy women from the town of Basey in Western Samar are re-
nowned for their skillful use of tikog (a native reed) in their intricate, hand-woven mats 
(called banig), bags and other handicraft.

KINILAW. Usually considered a type of pulutan (snacks served alongside alcoholic bever-
ages), Kinilaw is a raw seafood dish that was a part of native Filipino cuisine. There are many 
versions of the kinilaw, the most popular concoction being raw cubed fish mixed with vin-
egar, calamansi (Philippine lime), salt, pepper, spices, onions, ginger and siling labuyo (chili 
pepper)

TAAL VOLCANO. Taal Volcano in Batangas lies on a lake that is actually a caldera formed from 
a massive prehistoric volcano.

PINTADOS. Celebrating culture, color and a zest for life, the Pintados-Kasadyaan Festival is an 
annual showcase of Leyte’s best.

RICE TERRACES. The Banaue Rice Terraces are terraces that were carved into the mountains 
of Ifugao in the Philippines by ancestors of the indigenous people. When Filipinos work to-
gether, we can do wonders.


