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Learn about Spain, its people, culture and tradition 
through an exclusive interview by INM’s Awee 
Abayari with Susana Puente Jaramillo.  Read it on 
Page 3/Across the World.

The U.S. Border Patrol is currently encountering 
illegal immigration at the highest rates since 
2007, according to new data. In fact, in Febru-

ary more than double the level of migrants crossed 
the border without authorization compared to 
the same period last year, approaching the largest 
numbers seen in any February in the last 12 years, 
The New York Times reported.

“The truth is that the politics and policies 
of open borders have failed the American people. 
Our broken system endures, and the ongoing 
humanitarian and security crisis at our Southwest 
Border leaves many minors and families at extreme 
risk of being exploited by traffickers, human smug-
glers, gangs, and other nefarious actors seeking to 
profit at their expense,” said Secretary of Homeland 
Security Kirstjen M. Nielsen. “Activist courts, 
congressional inaction, and criminals intent on 
breaking our laws stand in the way of confronting 
illegal and uncontrolled migration threatening 
our safety and security. What was a crisis, is now a 
full-fledged emergency.”

WASHINGTON—U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, along with U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) and 
U.S. Rep. Bradley Byrne (R-AL), recently unveiled Education Freedom Scholarships (EFS), the Trump 
Administration’s key proposal to expand and improve the education options available to students 

across the country. The policy will make a historic investment in America’s students, injecting up to $5 
billion yearly into locally controlled scholarship programs that empower students to choose the learning 
environment and style that best meets their unique needs. The policy would not rely on any funds currently 
allocated to public education, nor would it create a new federal education program. Participation would be 
voluntary for students, schools, and states.

EFS will be funded through taxpayers’ voluntary contributions to state‐identified Scholarship 
Granting Organizations (SGOs). Those taxpayers will then receive a non‐refundable, dollar‐for‐dollar federal 
tax credit. EFS will not create a new federal education program but instead will allow states to decide 
whether to participate and how to select eligible students, education providers, and allowable education 
expenses.  “The key element of the proposal is freedom for all involved,” Secretary DeVos said. “Students, 
families, teachers, schools, states—all can participate, if they choose, and do so in the ways that work best 
for them. The major shift is that a student’s needs and preferences, not their address or family income, will 
determine the type and quality of education they can pursue.”

“She is our perfect Tourism Ambassador!” Department of Tourism (DOT) 
Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat was all praises for Miss Universe 2018 
Catriona Gray as the latter expressed full support for the refreshed “It’s More 

Fun in the Philippines” branding campaign.
“We thank you for showing the Universe through your words and 

actions that indeed it is more fun in the Philippines! And, for that matter, we can 
make it more fun forever,” said Sec. Puyat in leading hundreds of employees in 
welcoming Ms. Gray at the DOT offices Tuesday afternoon.

Sec. Puyat confirms that Catriona will have a continuing role in the 
promotion of Philippines as a travel destination and that the Bicolana beauty 
queen has committed to find time to go around and explore the beauty of the 
Philippines. Weeks prior to the Miss Universe 2018 competition, Ms. Gray took 
the initiative to produce a series of videos featuring various tourist destinations 
in the country, including Intramuros, Albay, Leyte and Cotabato.

Sec. Puyat presented Ms. Gray as token a bamboo tumbler to symbolize 
DOT’s advocacy of sustainable tourism and a bucket list of must-see and visit 
places. “Catriona’s strong support for the DOT’s efforts along the lines of environ-
mental and socio-cultural preservation will most certainly help us promote the 
culture of sustainable development.”

Ms. Gray said she plans to visit all the country’s tourist destinations. 

SAN FRANCISCO – Speaker Nancy Pelosi issued 
the following statement in recognition of 
Women’s History Month: 

“Each Women’s History Month, Americans 
celebrate the extraordinary contributions that 
generations of women have made to our nation.  
Americans across the country lift up the legacy of 
every woman who has stepped forward to demand 
and expand freedom, forging remarkable progress 
for all Americans.  

 “This year, we mark Women’s History 
Month in the same Congress that we commemorate 
100 years since women won the right to vote, and 
as we welcome more than 100 women to serve in 
the Congress – the highest number in our history.  
These historic milestones honor the ingenuity, 
leadership, creativity and patriotism of American 
women who struggled, sacrificed and persevered 
to transform our government, our society and the 
world.  Through overwhelming challenges and 
remarkable achievements, American women have 
used their vision and values to bring our nation 
closer to fulfilling our ideals of equality and op-
portunity for all. 

 “Today, countless American women from 
every corner of the country, every industry and 
every walk of life are showing their power and 
enriching our nation by standing up, speaking out 

BOSTON – Dozens of individuals involved 
in a nationwide conspiracy that facilitated 
cheating on college entrance exams and 

the admission of students to elite universities 
as purported athletic recruits were arrested by 
federal agents in multiple states this morning 
and charged in federal court in Boston. Athletic 
coaches from Yale, Stanford, USC, Wake Forest 
and Georgetown, among others, are implicated, 
as well as parents and exam administrators. 

William “Rick” Singer, 58, of Newport 
Beach, Calif., was charged with racketeering 
conspiracy, money laundering conspiracy 
and obstruction of justice. Singer owned and 
operated the Edge College & Career Network 
LLC (“The Key”) – a for-profit college counseling 
and preparation business – and served as the 
CEO of the Key Worldwide Foundation (KWF) – a 
non-profit corporation that he established as a 
purported charity.

Between approximately 2011 and 
February 2019, Singer allegedly conspired with 
dozens of parents, athletic coaches, a university 
athletics administrator, and others, to use bribery 
and other forms of fraud to secure the admission 
of students to colleges and universities includ-

Jacqueline Ramos, aka Jackie Acosta, of Salinas, 
California, was sentenced to 60 months in 
prison on conspiracy and bank fraud charges, 

announced Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General Richard E. Zuckerman of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Tax Division and United States Attorney 
David L. Anderson.

According to court filings, Ramos con-
spired with her co-defendants to file false income 
tax returns seeking refunds from the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS).  These returns reported 
fake wages and fraudulently claimed dependents, 
education expenses, and tax credits. Ramos and her 
co-conspirators directed the fraudulently obtained 
more than $1.6 million  refunds into bank accounts 
they controlled. 

 On July 13, 2017, a federal grand jury 
indicted Ramos, 49, and four of her co-conspirators, 
charging them with conspiring to submit false 
claims against the United States.  Ramos and her 
husband, Antonio Ahumada Rivas, were also each 
charged with two counts of bank fraud.

Humanitarian and security crisis at 
southern border reaches ‘breaking point’

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION HITS 12-YEAR HIGH; MORE THAN 76,000 MIGRANTS CROSS IN FEBRUARY
New data reveals that more than 76,000 

migrants illegally crossed into the U.S. and were 
apprehended or deemed inadmissible last month, 
a 12-Year High.

•	 New	data	shows	that	more	than	
76,000 aliens were apprehended or deemed 
inadmissible at a port of entry in February.

•	 More	than	2,000	aliens	are	being	
apprehended every day at the Southern border.

•	 Our	nation	is	experiencing	an	unprec-
edented surge of illegal alien families arriving our 
border, with more than 40,000 apprehended and 
deemed inadmissible in February. 

•	 Apprehensions	of	family	unit	aliens	
and Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC) have 
surged by 338% and 54% respectively this year. 

•	 There	has	been	a	wave	of	large	
migrant groups flooding to the border.

•	 Many	of	the	migrants	arriving	at	our	
border are requiring medical assistance, further 
straining resources and personnel on the ground.

Our nation is experiencing a dire immigra-

tion crisis that requires swift and decisive action 
to confront illegal and uncontrolled migration 
threatening our safety and security.

•	 In	the	last	two	years	alone,	ICE	officers	
have arrested 266,000 aliens with criminal records 
including those convicted of nearly 100,000 as-
saults, 30,000 sex crimes, and 4,000 homicides.

•	 In	Texas,	276,000	criminal	aliens	were	
booked into local jails between June 1, 2011 and 
December 31, 2018, of which over 186,000 were 
classified as illegal aliens by DHS.

•	 Last	year,	ICE	officers	removed	more	
than 10,000 known or suspected gang members 
already in our country illegally.

•	 Each	week,	approximately	300	Ameri-
cans have died from heroin overdoses, of which 
nearly 90% comes across our southern border.

•	 Just	last	month,	CBP	made	the	largest	
seizure fentanyl ever recorded attempting to cross 
the southern border. It was enough to kill more 
than 115 million Americans.Arrests made in nationwide college admissions scam

Defendants include CEOs, actresses, university athletic coaches, and college exam administrators
ing Yale University, Georgetown University, 
Stanford University, the University of Southern 
California, and Wake Forest University, among 
others. Also charged for their involvement in 
the scheme are 33 parents and 13 coaches and 
associates of Singer’s businesses, including two 
SAT and ACT test administrators.  

Also charged is John Vandemoer, 
the head sailing coach at Stanford University, 
Rudolph “Rudy” Meredith, the former head soc-
cer coach at Yale University, and Mark Riddell, a 
counselor at a private school in Bradenton, Fla. 

The conspiracy involved 1) bribing SAT 
and ACT exam administrators to allow a test 
taker, typically Riddell, to secretly take college 
entrance exams in place of students or to cor-
rect the students’ answers after they had taken 
the exam; 2) bribing university athletic coaches 
and administrators—including coaches at 
Yale, Stanford, Georgetown, the University 
of Southern California, and the University of 
Texas—to facilitate the admission of students 
to elite universities under the guise of being 
recruited as athletes; and (3) using the façade 
of Singer’s charitable organization to conceal 
the nature and source of the bribes.   

Miss U makes perfect Tourism Ambassador — Sec. Puyat

She agreed to meet again with DOT officials to discuss a more defined role 
in the refreshed branding campaign with emphasis on sustainable tourism 
development. “Promoting the Philippines is something I’ve been passionate 
about really because I feel if people only knew what we had to offer the level 
of interest would just spike and I feel we have so much potential to share to the 
rest of the world. I hope that in my own way of being Miss Universe 2018 I could 
work in promoting the Philippines not only through fashion but in every facet 
that I can”, said the beauty queen. 

PELOSI STATEMENT ON WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

and demanding their voices be heard.  Much more 
must be done to unleash the full power of women 
in our nation, and Democrats are working to ensure 
that our government, our economy and our society 
reflect the full promise of America.  We will fight 
to secure equal pay for equal work, protect every 
woman’s right to quality, affordable health care, 
and ensure paid sick leave and affordable child 
care to reaffirm the vital truth that when women 
succeed, America succeeds.”

Congresswoman  Nancy Pelosi
California’s 12th District 

Trump administration unveils plan for historic investment in 
america’s students through education freedom scholarships

California resident sentenced 
to prison for stealing over 

$1.6 Million of taxpayer money

A CELEBRATION  OF LIFE 
Roland Valentino , a well - known singer, composer 
and recording artist was honored recently to celebrate 
his life. Dedicating his entire journey to noble 
undertakings , Roland shared his God-given  talent 
to express his passion for music to inspire people and 
spread happiness all over the world.  AA/ INMN
For more , see page 2 / Beyond News Pianist/Composer/Songwriter Gale Stoddard 

and the other half of the “Ultimate Duo” honors 
Roland Valentino with a stirring tribute.  Read it 
on Page 7/Life is Beautiful.
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Award of Distinction
Given to

Roland Valentino

Celebrating the Life of Roland Valentino (Roland Tiangco)

“for his magnificent God- given talent that he shared with 
the world to spread joy and happiness;

for his great passion in creating music and exceptional use of 
his gifts to inspire and encourage people to achieve their goals;

for his admirable humility , patience, hard work, 
determination, perseverance , loyalty and patriotism for his 

country and people and amazing  courage 
to face all challenges for the glory of God “. 

Awee Abayari
INTERNAIONAL 

NEWS MEDIA 
NETWORK

Roland was born in Manila, Philippines 
to Guillermo Tiangco and Estela Alvear 
Carbonell Tiangco, the eighth child of this 

union.  He lived with his parents, siblings, and 
extended family in Tondo and he was proud to 
say “I’m a Tondo boy!”   His parents immigrated to 
the Hawaiian Islands with the assistance of their 
sons who were in various branches of the U.S. 
Military, and both he and his brother Gil soon 
followed.

Roland lived originally in the Los 
Angeles area known as Philippine Town where 
he attended John Burroughs Junior High School 
and Los Angeles High School for one year.  He 
then moved with his family to the City of Valinda, 
where he graduated from Workman High School.  
While working his way through school at the Cal 
State University Los Angeles Cashier’s Office, he 
attended college courses at Cal State LA.   (Little 
did he know, it would be the same place where 
he would later meet his future wife, Roberta).

Much of Roland’s life centered on music 
and song, which he found as a sweet escape 
from the daily grind. Roland began his singing 
career as a child, singing for his family and 
soon at school events.  When he arrived in the 
Hawaiian Islands, he soon mastered the ukulele 
and found it was quite lucrative to sit on Waikiki 
beach and play for the tourists.  It was also in 
Hawaii where he further developed his ear for 
music and mastered the English language by 
studying Shakespeare and performing in school 
productions.  

In high school, he was active in the vocal 
show choir and competed in various competi-
tions under the direction of Mr. Camarella.  He 
played the guitar and he loved to challenge 
himself to write songs and study new styles of 
music.  This allowed him to cherish the great 
artists like Nat King Cole and Frank Sinatra, while 
still embracing those new artists that came 
along throughout the years.  

While in college, he also participated 

ROLAND TIANGO (a.k.a. ROLAND VALENTINO)
From: ROBERTA MEDINA (Beloved wife of Roland Valentino)

in the theatre department musical productions 
of  “Oklahoma” ,  cast as Filipino cowboy and 
in “Grease”, he played the lead role of  “teen 
angel.”  He loved entertaining his family, friends, 
co-workers and his extended work families with 
his new and latest songs and then began a career 
as a solo artist singing at local clubs, at weddings 
(including those of his family and close friends) 
and at community events, continuing to expand 
his repertoire as the years progressed.

He met Awee Abayari of the 1st Tri-

Media Group of Companies (print, radio & TV) 
when he auditioned for one of their community 
projects, the popular talent competition, “Tawag 
Ng Tanghalan-USA” which was broadcast and 
televised regularly.  After winning in the weekly 
competition and eventually in the Grand Finals, 
he became one of the  best champions of all time 
who Awee requested to sit as one of the judges 
in future singing competitions at the same time 
become the regular host of the  Ms. Philippine-
Universe segments during the longest running 
Philippine American Expositions (another project 
of the 1st Tri-Media Group of Companies) at the 
various Convention Centers all over the United 
States. 

He was an extraordinarily talented 
singer, composer, arranger, and recording artist 
under the banner of the Villar Recording Corpora-
tion founded by Manuel Villar Sr., represented 
by Alan Villar and Peter Villar here in the United 
States.  It was with Peter and Sandra Villar that 
he later cultivated his musical technical abilities 

as an audio engineer assisting other singers to 
record, create and distribute their own CDs.

 It was also during these events that he 
would meet and cultivate relationship with his 
future performance partner, child prodigy and 
pianist Gale Stoddard.  Roland and Gale’s musical 
collaboration started when Awee Abayari asked 
Gale to compose a song and also requested 
Roland to record and sing it live on-the-air as 
a special honor for her friend, Dr. Jose “Ting” 
Tiongo, a highly respected physician and surgeon 
who was scheduled for a series of interviews 
and town hall meetings on Radio Manila and 
all over the United States with Awee. After this 
important live broadcast event, Roland and Gage 
felt musical sparks and decided to collaborate, 
write songs, and represent their homeland in the 
Hollywood mainstream as the “Ultimate Duo”, 
which recorded the demo CDs for the musical 
Bolivar Road,  written by playwright George 
Gregory in its entirety. 

Gale wrote the musical arrangements 
and recorded the accompaniment parts while 
Roland, with his talent for voices, recorded the 
different parts of the cast. Another musical,  The 
Happiness of Pursuit, written by playwright Sam 
Slavik is in the works. Gale is composing the 
music while Roland oversees the vocal parts, 
recording, mastering and producing the CD.  
On weekends, they become the Ultimate Duo 
performing in shows at Pacific Inn, San Clemente 
Villas, Chino Gardens, and the Breakers of Long 
Beach. His dream to sing on American radio was 
realized in 2001, when KLOS featured “Christmas 
Without You” in their holiday play list.  Through-
out these twenty years, despite his own personal 
struggles after surviving two strokes and the 
progression of other debilitating illnesses, he 
never let it deter from his performances which 
actually aided in Roland’s recovery and allowed 
him to overcome his physical limitations.  

Roland loved performing, connecting 
with his audience, and mentoring other new up 

and coming singers and touching your soul with 
a song.    His priority was always his fans; they 
deserved the best and that is what he aimed to 
provide with each and every performance.  As 
time passed, it would not be unusual to find 
him in a dialysis chair with his earphones on, 
listening to his music and rehearsing his songs. 
(Or trying to leave a hospital prematurely against 
medical advice, because he had a scheduled 
performance.)  It was his passion and the love 
in his heart that he expressed through these 
performances that became the best therapy that 
he could ever have received.

I had the privilege of sharing a life with 
Roland, with all of you and his fans for the last 
38 years, and I also had the privilege being by 
Roland’s side as his “roady” setting up his equip-
ment and driving him to performances for the 
last year.   For this time I am truly grateful.  I was 
able to hear firsthand the sighs brought forth by 
a memory a song could bring to the hearts of his 
audiences.  I was able to see his audiences smile 
and become elated with the memory a song 
could bring to their heart.  

Roland is survived by his wife of 35 
years, Roberta Medina, our beloved pet Bentley,  
his remaining siblings Gil Tiangco, Dolor Tiangco, 
Ray Tiangco, Orville Carbonell, nephews, nieces, 
godchildren, his many cousins, his musical twin 
Gale Stoddard of the Ultimate Duo,  many long 
time family friends, and countless fans.

For what we have witnessed is the 
true legacy of a great singer and entertainer. 
(As Roland would say when one of his favorite 
singers passed, such as Luther Vandross and 
James Ingram) 
“Another great one is singing in Heaven’s Choir!”

To my family and friends, thank you for your love, 
support, and prayers during this time.

If there is one thing I would like to leave you with 
today, it is this one simple word of advice.  

“Keep a song with you in your heart, and he will 
never be far away.”
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MADRID, Spain – The 4th edition of the UNWTO Euro-Asian Mountain 
Tourism Conference held on March 2 - 5, 2019 in Berchtesgaden, 
Germany) highlighted the need for collective efforts in overcoming 

current challenges that mountain destinations are facing to adapt to new 
consumer trends and market changes, to address seasonality by diversify-
ing tourism products in an innovative manner while protecting natural and 
cultural resources.

Organized jointly with the Berchtesgadener Land Region, with the 
support of the Bavarian Ministry of Economic Affairs, Regional Development 
and Energy and the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, 
the UNWTO Euro-Asian Mountain Tourism Conference brought together more 
than 270 participants from 30 countries.

Opening the event, UNWTO Secretary-General, Zurab Pololikashvili, 
recalled that mountains entail many opportunities to promote inclusion, 
regional development and better lives through tourism. He also stressed that 

mountain tourism needs to be planned, developed, governed and managed 
in a sustainable manner.

Thomas Bareiss, Parliamentary State Secretary of the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy and Federal Government Commis-
sioner for Tourism stated that “Tourism is a major factor of the economy in the 
Alpine region. I am glad that the World Tourism Organization, a Specialized 
Agency of the United Nations, is holding a conference in this beautiful region 
of Germany for the first time. The fourth Euro-Asian Mountain Tourism 
Conference in Berchtesgaden will deliver a significant boost to mountain 
tourism and build a bridge between Europe and Asia. I am convinced that 
innovation, digitisation and mobility are some of the key issues for tourism 
going forward. I therefore welcome this opportunity for people from all 
around the world to share their ideas – in the interest of progressive tourism 
in our mountainous regions.”

BEIJING -- Chinese President Xi Jinping has sent messages of condolence respectively to his Ethio-
pian and Kenyan counterparts, Sahle-Work Zewde and Uhuru Kenyatta, over the plane crash that 
killed 157 people on March 10.

In his messages, Xi said he was shocked to hear about the crash of the Ethiopian Airlines plane 
and the massive casualties it caused, including Ethiopian, Kenyan and Chinese victims.

On behalf of the Chinese government, the Chinese people and in his own name, he expressed 
deep mourning for the victims and extended his condolences to the bereaved families. Xi said that he 
believes the Ethiopian government is capable of properly handling the aftermath of the tragedy. He 
added that China would provide any necessary support and assistance.

The future of Mountain Tourism: 
Sustainability and Innovation

Xi sends condolences to Ethiopian, 
Kenyan presidents over plane crash

An Exclusive Interview by AWEE ABAYARI  
with SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO, about Spain

For more of the interview:  www.youtube.com/ Awee Abayari

AWEE ABAYARI:  Who is Susana ? 
(¿Quien es Susana?)

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: 
Susana es una chica dulce, cariñosa, amiga de 
sus amigos que le gusta la cocina, la música 
(Nelson, Bon Jovi, Poison, Alice Cooper, Cinder-
ella, Fangoria, Nancys Rubias, etc. ) le gusta leer, 
los animales no le gusta que hagan sufrir a los 
animales, por lo tanto soy anti-taurina, procuro 
ser buena hija, buena hermana y creo que 
tambien buena sobrina, tengo mucha paciencia 
y a veces saco mi genio. 

AWEE ABAYARI:  Cuentanos sobre 
España. (Tell us about Spain.)

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: 
España es un pais muy bonito con mucha 
cultura y gastronomia tambien es muy alegre y 
que es visitada por mucho turista que vienen a 
disfrutar de nuestro clima y de nuestras playas y 
que se come muy bien vayas donde vayas .

 AWEE ABAYARI:  ¿Lugares que son 
buenos para visitar? (Places that are good to 
visit? )

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: En 
primer lugar, Madrid que es donde yo vivo y 
tambien tiene lugares y pueblos importantes 
y muy bonitos con mucha cultura por ejem-
plo Alcalá de Henares donde vivió Miguel de 
Cervantes que alli tiene su Casa Museo que es 
digno de ver hay cosas muy curiosas, Tambien 
podemos hablar de Chinchón es muy famoso 
por su Semana Santa viviente y por su Parador 
Nacional que es muy bonito.

Sevilla es famosa por su Semana Santa 
y por la Feria de Abril.

Valencia por sus Fallas que se celebrán 
el dia 19 de Marzo. 

AWEE ABAYARI :  ¿Cuales son las playas 
mas famosas de España? (What are the most 
famous beaches in Spain ? )

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: 
Santander- por su playa del Sardinero; Huelva- 
por su playa de Matalascañas; San Sebastian- 
por su playa de la Concha; La Coruña ( A Coruña 
)-  por su playa de Riazor; Valencia- por su playa 
de la Malvarrosa; Malaga- por su playa de la 
Malagueta; Murcia- por su Mar Mediterraneo y 
su Mar Menor 

AWEE ABAYARI: ¿Como es el clima ? 
(What is the weather like? )

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: El 
clima en España es calido debido al cambio 
climatico y lo malo es que se está perdiendo la 
primavera y el otoño porque pasamos del frio al 
calor y del calor al frio. 

 AWEE ABAYARI : ¿Como es la vida en 
Espana? (How is life in Spain?)

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: La 
vida aqui es de un nivel Medio-Alto.  

“ Aqui  en Madrid se tiene mucha devoción por la semana Santa por  sus procesiones y las mas 
famosas son las de Jesús el Pobre y Jesus de Medinaceli.”

* * *
“ Espana es conocido por su clima, por su gente, su gastronomia, sus costumbres, sus fiestas 

tradicionales y por sus playas.” 

AWEE ABAYARI:  ¿Que hacen los jovenes 
allí durante los fines de semana? (What do the young 
people there do on the weekends ?) 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO:  Los 
jovenes solemos quedar con los amigos, vamos al 
cine, a conciertos, a discotecas, ir de tapas. 

AWEE ABAYARI:  ¿Comida de los espa-
ñoles? (What do the Spaniards eat?) 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO:  En Es-
paña comemos de todo verduras, pasta, legumbres, 
ensaladas, arroz, carne, pescados, huevos

 AWEE ABAYARI :  ¿Costumbres, Fiestas y 
tradiciones? (Customs , holidays and traditions?) 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: Yo hablo 
por Madrid que es donde vivo.  En Madrid se 
celebra la fiesta de San Isidro el dia 15 de Mayo y es 
tradicion vestirse de chulapo y llevarse la comida a 
la Pradera de San Isidro y pasar el dia entero ahi y es 
tipico las rosquillas tontas, listas y de santa Clara. La 
fiesta de la Paloma se celebra el dia 12 de Agosto y 
es la Patrona de los Bomberos de la Comunidad de 
Madrid, La fiesta de la Almudena se celebra el dia 9 
de Noviembre.

AWEE ABAYARI:  ¿Cual es tu fiesta favorita 
y porque? (What is your favorite holiday and why?) 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: A mi me 
gustan todas las fiestas la Halloween, Navidad, 
Carnavales porque la gente se disfraza y yo 
porque decoro la casa con motivos de Halloween y 
navideños. 

 AWEE ABAYARI:  Cuentanos sobre las 
Fiestas Navideñas. Tell us about Christmas holiday . 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: Aquí  en 
Madrid es tipico ir a la Plaza Mayor porque ponen 
muchisimos puestos con figuras para el Nacimiento, 
tambien ponen puestos de bromas para el dia de 
los Santos Inocentes que es el 28 de Diciembre y 
la gente ese dia gasta muchisimas bromas que 
hay gente que les puede sentar bien cierto tipo de 
bromas y hay gente que no, tambien hay puestos de 
árboles de navidad y todas las calles las alumbran 
con motivos navideños. Y los comercios suben todo 
el doble de su valor no lo entiendo porque tienen 
que subirlo tando cuando son dias normales como 
cualquier otro dia ( suben el cordero, el marisco, el 
pescado ).  

Año Nuevo- Nosotros solemos celebrarlo 
siempre en casa porque se celebra el cumpleaños 
de mi madre y el santo de mi padre y nos reunimos 
casi toda la familia y siempre echamos de menos a 
mi tia y a mi primo que viven en California.  

Reyes- El dia de Reyes solemos ir a comer 
fuera y luego vamos a casa de una tia mia a comer 
el Roscón de Reyes y a darnos lor regalos que nos 
han traido los reyes.  

AWEE ABAYARI : ¿Que comen ( desayuno 
, comida y cena)  los españoles y a que hora? (What 
do the Spaniards eat for breakfast , lunch and dinner 
and at what time?) 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: El 

desayuno- Solemos desayunar café con porras o 
churros, tostadas de pan de molde con mantequilla 
y mermelada, bolleria, pan con aceite y la gente 
depende de la hora. Yo suelo desayunar sobre las 
08:00 pan con aceite y café con leche. 

 La comida- Aqui se come de todo como 
he dicho antes pasta, arroz, verduras, ensaladas, 
huevos, pescado, carne. Yo suelo comer sobre las 
14:00.

La cena- Las cenas suelen ser mas ligeras 
que las comidas y se suelen hacer tortilla de patata, 
tortilla francesa, croquetas, calamares a la romana 
etc y se suele cenar sobre las 21:00.

AWEE ABAYARI : Describe la Semana 
Santa. (Describe the Holy Week.) 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: La 
semana santa se celebra todos los años y suele 
caer en los meses de Marzo o Abril este año cae 
el 18 de Abril Jueves santo y 19 de Abril Viernes 
santo y representa la pasión por jesús ( su muerte 
y su resurreción ) Aqui en Madrid se tiene mucha 
devoción por la semana Santa por  sus procesiones y 
las mas famosas son las de Jesús el Pobre y Jesus de 
Medinaceli y este ultimo todos los viernes de cada 
mes la gente va la iglesia a besarle el pie y a pedir 
un deseo. Los platos tipicos de la Semana santa son 
el Potaje de Vigilia y las Torrijas de leche. 

  AWEE ABAYARI : ¿Tus actores , películas 
y cantantes favoritos ?  (Favorite actors, movies and 
singers?)

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO : Actores : 
Kevin Costner, Michael Douglas, Richard Gere, Liam 
Neeson, Jason Statham, Ryan Reynolds, Bill Pull-
man, Will Smith, Pierce Brosnan, Aaron Eckhart 

Películas :  Jóvenes  ocultos, Independence 
Day, Sin Reservas, The Holiday ( vacaciones ), El Bar 
Coyote, Objetivo la Casa Blanca, El Informe Pelicano 

Cantantes : Nelson, Bon Jovi, Poison, Alice 
Cooper, Fangoria 

Nelson - Back In The Day, Rockstar, Won’t 
Walk Away, You’re All I Need Tonight, After The Rain, 
( Can’t Live Without Your ) Love And Affection, Only 
Time Will Tell, More Than Ever, ( You Got Me ) All 
Shook Up, Croos My Broken Heart, Try My Love 

Bon Jovi - Always, I’ts My Life, Have A Nice 

Day, Runaway, One Wild Night, Lost High Way, 
I Dont Like Mondays, Bad Medicine, Wild Is 
The Wind 

Poison - Talk Dirty To Me, Cry Tough, 
Unskinny Bob, I Want Action, ( Flesh & Blood ) 
Sacrifice, I Wont Forget You 

Fangoria - A Quien Le Importa, No Se 
Que Me Das, Bailando, Rey Del Glam, Dramas 
Y Comedias, Piensa En Positivo, Geometria 
Polisentimental, Espectacular, Desfachatez 

AWEE ABAYARI: ¿Tu comida favorita y 
bebida ?  (Your favorite food  and drink? )

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO:  Mi 
comida favorita : Paella, Ensaladilla rusa, 
Lentejas, Cocido Madrileño, Espaguetis con 
atun, Gazpacho, Ensalada campera;  

Mi bebida favorita: Cerveza ( aunque 
ahora la tengo que tomar sin alcohol ), Tonica, 
Mojito sin alcohol y para comer y cenar agua

 AWEE ABAYARI : ¿Paises  que has 
visitado? (Countries you have visited?) 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: Por 
ahora ninguno de momento estoy conociendo 
España que tiene ciudades muy bonitas pero 
me gustaria ir a California a visitar a mi familia.  

AWEE ABAYARI : ¿ España es conocido 
por?  (What is Spain known for?)

 SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: Por 
su clima, por su gente, su gastronomia, sus 
costumbres, sus fiestas tradicionales y por sus 
playas.  

AWEE ABAYARI :  ¿Porque España es 
un pais importante? (Why is Spain an important 
country ?) 

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: Por 
sus turistas, gastronomia, paisajes, monumen-
tos, clima y por su cultura.  

AWEE ABAYARI :  ¿Equipos de futbol 
conocidos en España? ( Known football teams 
in Spain? )

SUSANA PUENTE JARAMILLO: Real 
Madrid, Atletico de Madfrid, F.C. Barcelona, Real 
Sociedad, Real Betis Balompie, Rayo Vallecano

AWEE ABAYARI :  Gracias . (Thank 
you.) 
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Former Assemblyman Travis Allen, who 
represented the 72nd District that includes 
Huntington Beach, Seal Beach, Fountain 

Valley, Garden Grove, Westminster, Los Alamitos 
and the unincorporated community of Rossmoor, 
is the favorite to garner chairmanship of the 
California Republican Party (CRP).

Allen lost his bid to win the Gubernato-
rial race during midterm elections, but according 
to some insiders, he just might have a chance to 
become the next CRP chairman. He has energy, 
charisma, political savvy and most of all, he 
is a strong supporter of President Trump. He 
feels that all Republicans should stand behind 
the president instead of joining the Democrats 
blame game. He is working hard   on his project  
to Take California Back.Thousands has responded 
via his website. which is still gaining more fol-
lowers  as I write.

Current Chairman, former Senator Jim 
Brulte is retiring this month. He is one of the 
top political movers and shakers in the political 
field.. Brulte was a Minority Leader in Sacra-
mento so his vast knowledge and experience has 
put him in the political arena. His uncanny ability 
to raise money for the California GOP is also 
legendary. An unforgettable great  leader.

The interview Brulte did with Fox 
TV News showcased his immense political 
knowledge, commanding respect from a vast  
audience of baby boomers including second 
generation Filipino and Asian descent. His 
magnetic presence and charisma  is reminiscent 

Fostering knowledge, education and growth in tourism, is 
at the centre of a partnership announced today between 
Google and the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). 

Google will support UNWTO members in addressing the new 
digital trends and transformation challenges faced by tourism 
and needed by the sector, to fully harness its development 
potential and contribution to sustainability.

Digital skills are crucial for competitiveness in tour-
ism, a sector characterized by technological change and the 
generation of new business models.

“This agreement with Google coincides with 
UNWTO’s special focus on education, skills development and 
jobs, the connecting thread of all our actions this year”, said 
UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab Pololikashvili. “Google is an 
affiliate member of UNWTO and this partnership proves the 
importance of public-private collaboration to advance tourism 
as a vehicle for sustainable development”, he added.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Defense Didier Reynders is participating in the 40th 
session of the High Level Segment of the Human Rights 

Council today, which will meet in Geneva (Switzerland) until 
22 March.

For four weeks, the Council examines numerous 
human rights reports on various human rights issues in some 
fifty countries. 14 countries will also undergo a Universal 
Periodic Review, a periodic evaluation of their human rights 
policy.

People are still victims of violence, injustice and 
discrimination because of their origin, color, religion or sexual 
orientation. As a member of the Human Rights Council over 
the past three years, Belgium has been committed to improve 
and protect the rights of these people.

Even now that our country is no longer a member 
of the Human Rights Council, it continues the human rights 
battle in other fora. Human rights are paramount during the 
Belgian mandate in the UN Security Council. 

For Didier Reynders, human rights are not the third or 
last pillar of the UN, but they are crucial to achieving lasting 
peace and development. Closer cooperation between the 
headquarters in Geneva and New York can promote this.

The Minister suggests the Human Rights Council to 
continue investing in partnerships with regional organizations 
to increase its efficiency. 

The Council of Europe in Strasbourg (France) for 
example, is a beacon of human rights, democracy and the rule 

O.C.’s Travis Allen seeks Chairmanship of CRP
By GALE STODDARD

to the beloved Orange County resident “Duke,” 
actor John Wayne.

Brulte talked a lot  about grassroots, 
during his guest speaking tours for Republican 
Women’s clubs, reiterating that the bulk of dona-
tions doesn’t come from big corporations but 
from involved and loyal grassroots Republicans. 
Known for his engaging personality and impres-
sive political savvy, he was elected Republican 
leader in both the Assembly and the Senate .He 
is the epitome of the most revered and precious 
Republican conservative values.He is a shining 
example of a successful  American politician. It 
was through his great work that the  historical 
1994 Republican Assembly victories occurred.

“The GOP in our state must go out and 
invite non-whites to the Republican party.” 
Brulte reiterated “ he has repeatedly warned the 
GOP’s white male candidates to figure out how 
to get votes from people who don’t look like 
you.” His warnings have gone unheeded. It made 
him  elated to see Asian women running for 
office and winning .Maybe someday we will be 
blessed to have a Filipina run for political office. 
I noticed there were a lot of very good-looking 
,knowledgeable , experienced male and female 
candidates who lost by mere 133 votes!! Some 
of the recent female candidates were actually 
gorgeous, educated and lead exemplary lives in 
their communities. All were devastated by the 
loss but with God’s help, we can win the next 
one. This time, voter fraud will be nil. With the 
emergence of our own Travis Allen, he just might 
ignite the magic that will bring us back to the Era 
of the Reagan Gubernatorial years.

Allen is a people person, savvy, has 
celebrity status appeal, a good speaker pos-
sessing non-stop energy to follow his passion.
He wants all of us to work together and take 
California back. He expects  our financial support 
and  allegiance to get behind him and work hard 
toward this  goal. In  his eyes  the dream is very 
much alive, inspiring thousands of followers 
who feel the same way. A champion surfer, he 
just might ride the tide to victory. Personally, I 
have followed him to many political events as he 
used his magnetic movie star looks to get their 
attention. In his eyes, I am the visible  “ Voice of 
the Filipinos” who can’t speak for themselves It 
is a well known fact that we can easily get the. 

Asians, Koreans, the Chinese, Malaysians, Indi-
ans, Thai, Japanese, and Mexicans  who  already 
share the same conservative values and strong 
family values advocated by the the Republican 
Party  So it would be a breeze to invite them to 
join our esteemed party, the GOP.

My dream is for  my countrymen to join 
the current Los Angeles Fil-American Republican 
Party and make a difference. I  want to see many 
delegations of Filipinos marching into Sacramen-
to voicing our concerns and showing the world 
that we also matter.We were  not raised to riot in 
the streets demanding this and that. Education 
is our tool to help our state heal from  deadly 
forces(murders by MS 13 gangs, criminal illegals 
killing innocent youth because they have brand 
new cars and they want it pronto. We must stop 
them with our actions from further infringing on 
our shores. No time to just sit  back and watch 
the parade.We are an intellectual race, the best 
English speaking in the Orient. Why is that? 
Because in 1896, Spain sold the Philippines to 
the United States for a few millions..Our only 
stipulation was to demand our liberation fifty 
years later which was given to us on July 4,1946. 
Every Filipino must remember the memorable 
day  when General Douglas MacArthur and 
thousands of American WWII heroes marched 
into Luneta Park by Dewey Blvd to give our long-
awaited Liberation. Hence,Filipinos have to be 
more involved via reading, researching the real 
from the fake news. Never let someone dictate 
your political idealogies. We are a country of 
educated and knowledgable people and should 
be represented via running for political office or 

leading a GOP group and be heard.Silence is no 
longer an option.

Before the midterm elections, Senator 
Brulte personally briefed Congress and Legisla-
tures, including White House staff, about upcom-
ing changes in California Laws that might affect 
the turnout, such as the “same-day license” and 
“voter registration at the Department of Motor 
Vehicles.” Obviously that fell on deaf ears. He also 
added, “We need to start recognizing the ‘Control 
matters’ at hand and that the Democratic Party is 
controlled by special interest groups, which is the 
mightiest political machine in the history of U.S 
politics.”  Dear kababayan,” Did you know this? 
Did you even care?”

Home invasion and murder seem to 
be on the rise. Drugstores, gas stations, liquor 
stores, bank robberies are at an all-time high. 
Truly, the nightmare has just begun and I foresee 
more treacherous days in the horizon. Time to 
get our act together like they say in showbiz 
and give it our best shot to be involved in taking 
California back starting today. Unless we work 
and pray together to stop the fraudulent and 
vicious madness affecting our daily life, all will 
be lost without God.

Mark today to get involved in our State 
and local governments. I personally invite and  
encourage you to join with us in the California 
Republican Party where God reigns supreme 
over us.

 (Disclaimer: The views and opinions 
expressed in this article are those of the author’s  
and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or 
position of INMN.)

Buena Park resident and two-year 
CRA delegate Gale Stoddard with Cali-
fornia  Republican Party Chairman 
Senator Jim Brulte. (Courtesy photo by 
Cynthia Thacker)

Google partners with UNWTO 
on Digital Skills Development

Didier Reynders wants more multilateral 
cooperation for human rights

of law, which must guarantee peace in Europe. The European 
Union can also contribute to better protection of fundamental 
rights. 

In this regard, Didier Reynders has taken the initiative 
to organize a periodic evaluation of the compliance with the 
rule of law between the EU member states.

To underline the Belgian commitment, the Minister 
announced that Belgium is proposing its candidacy to re-join 
the Human Rights Council from 2023 to 2025.

He will also participate in a debate on human rights 
violations in the application of the death penalty. Belgium has 
been working for years for the universal abolition of the death 
penalty. That is why our country is also receiving this week, 
together with the EU, the Seventh Global Congress against the 
Death Penalty in Brussels.

In the margins of the Human Rights Council, the 
Minister has a bilateral meeting with the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet. He also participates in 
the pledging conference for the humanitarian crisis in Yemen, 
for which Belgium will contribute an extra 8.6 million euros.

Didier Reynders will also sign a financing agreement 
with the International Trade Center to promote inclusive and 
sustainable trade, especially in Africa.

Lastly, the Minister will address the disarmament 
conference, of which Belgium is one of the 65 members. An 
excellent opportunity to support the very topical objective 
of this international conference: a safer world thanks to 
international disarmament agreements.



International News MediaMARCH 2019 5

LOS ANGELES – America’s Family Pet Expo 
returns to the OC Fair & Event Center in Costa 
Mesa (88 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa 92626) 

Friday, April 26 - Sunday, April 28, 2019.  
The annual family-friendly event 

features all creatures cute and cuddly, furry, 
feathered and scaled of all sizes, shapes and 
colors. Animal entertainment, education, adop-
tion innovative products and nutrition all at the 
OC Fair & Event Center. 

This year, the Pet Expo launches “The 
Lab” an interactive, hands-on “show within a 
show” where guests, exhibitors and pets can 
meet. 

 “The Lab will be a central meet-up 
location for socializing, new product launches, 
demonstrations and pet educationseminars,” 
says Courtney Harold, Vice President of Sales, 
Marketing & Business Development. 

 Returning to the Expo is the opportu-
nity for guests to bring their dog to the event. 
Guests will pay $11 per dog at the box office. 
More information can be found online at www.
PetExpoOC.org 

The Pet Expo will also debut “Kids’ Pet 
Care Course.” Led by licensed dog trainers, Kid 
Camp is an immersive experience where kids age 
6-12 can learn how to care for their pet and will 
Earn a responsible pet ownership certificate.  

Coming this year to America’s Family Pet 
Expo is the Instagram sensation “Moshow the 
Cat Rapper” (@iAmMoshow), who boasts nearly 
223K followers and more than 1M video views. 

The “All-Star Stunt Dog Show” will be 
entertaining at the Pet Expo. Founded in 1999, 

Pet community gathers at world’s largest  Pet Expo in Orange County, April 26-28, 2019

the canine agility-showfeatures high-flying, 
fearless and air-defying canines as they try to 
out-trick, flip and out jump one another. 

The 2019 Expo will be the “Cat’s Meow” 
as the The Catit Playground and TICA, The 
International Cat Association, returns. From rare 
breeds to household domestics, TICA will offer 
continuous opportunities for owners to showcase 
their prize-worthy felines for best in show 
categories. 

Alongside TICA, the Catit Playground  
will provide a close-up view for guests to watch 
adorable adoptable cats and kittens and see how 
they interact with different toys and people.  

Returning favorites to the Pet Expo 

include Repticon, Reptile Show andSale, offering 
hundreds of common and rare species of reptiles 
in all shapes and sizes, such as lizards, snakes, 
and spiders.  Plus, the ever-popular Splash Dogs 
will also be on hand offering a “splashing” good 
time as these dogs compete at dock jumping.

In advance of America’s Family Pet Expo, 
kids can design and create a 10-gallon aquarium 
in the Kid’s Aquarium Contest sponsored by Tetra/
Marineland.  Continuing this year is the America’s 
Family Pet Expo Hobbyist Aquascaping contest 
sponsored by FLUVAL.  Plus, the ever-popular 
Splash Dogs sponsored by CANIDAE will also be 
on hand offering a “splashing” good time as these 
dogs compete at dock jumping

There will also be the Butterfly Walk-
Through, Police and Protection Dog Demonstra-
tions, an Aquatic Touch Tank, Tortoise Petting 
Exjbit and The Free Flight Bird Show as added 
features.  

Doggie makeovers and pet adoptions 
will be handled onsite for those looking for that 
perfect animal addition to the family.  There 
will be hundreds of animals hoping to find their 
“fur-ever home” from local community partner 
organizations at the Pet Expo.

More Information:
Dates & Ticket Prices:  Friday, April 

26-Sunday, Saturday, April 28
Advance online through April 25th - $16

April 26-28; box office sales only - $18 
Seniors $14; Kids 6-12 $11; Kids 5 and 

under & Active & Retired Military (with valid 
ID)Free 

 Show hours & Location: 
Friday 10am-6pm; Saturday 10am-

7pm; Sunday 10am-6pm. 
OC Fair & Event Center, 88 Fair Drive, 

Costa Mesa 92626. Facility charges $9.00 
parking.

 For more information and to purchase 
tickets online visit www.PetExpoOC.org . 
America’s Family Pet Expo is created, produced 
and managed by World Pet Association, Inc., a 
69-year-old nonprofit organization dedicated to 
promoting responsible pet care. 
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Scammers know that finding a job can be 
tough. To trick people looking for honest work, 
scammers advertise where real employers 

and job placement firms do. They also make upbeat 
promises about your chances of employment, and 
virtually all of them ask you to pay them for their 
services before you get a job. But the promise of a 
job isn’t the same thing as a job. If you have to pay 
for the promise, it’s likely a scam.

Signs of a Job Scam
Scammers advertise jobs where legitimate 

employers do — online, in newspapers, and even 
on TV and radio. Here’s how to tell whether a job 
lead may be a scam:

You need to pay to get the job. They may 
say they’ve got a job waiting, or guarantee to place 
you in a job, if you just pay a fee for certification, 
training materials, or their expenses placing you 
with a company. But after you pay, the job doesn’t 
materialize. 

You need to supply your credit card or bank 
account information. Don’t give out your credit card 
or bank account information over the phone to a 
company unless you’re familiar with them and have 
agreed to pay for something. 

The ad is for “previously undisclosed” fed-
eral government jobs. Information about available 
federal jobs is free. And all federal positions are an-
nounced to the public on usajobs.gov. Don’t believe 
anyone who promises you a federal or postal job.

Job Placement Services. Many job place-
ment services are legitimate. But others lie about 
what they’ll do for you, promote outdated or fake 
job openings, or charge up-front fees for services 
that may not lead to a job. 

Before you enlist a company’s help:
Check with the hiring company. If a 

company or organization is mentioned in an ad or 
interview, contact that company to find out if the 
company really is hiring through the service.

Get details — in writing. What’s the 

WASHINGTON – As 
March signals the be-
ginning of and Spring 

Break vacations to warmer 
destinations like the Bahamas 
(Nassau and Freeport), Aruba, 
and Bermuda, CBP Preclearance 
locations in these countries 
encourages travelers to ‘Know 
Before You Go.

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) air 
Preclearance operations is 

If you need tech help with your computer, where 
do you go? Most of us probably search online. 
But your online search can lead you straight 

to scammers who scare you into thinking your 
computer is in dire need of repair...and then sell you 
costly security software that you don’t need.

That’s just what happened in the FTC’s 
lawsuit against Elite IT Partners, Inc., announced 
today as part of amassive law enforcement sweep. 
According to the complaint, Elite bought key words 
on Google that let them target people searching 
for how to recover lost passwords. You’d fill out an 
online form and give your contact information. 
Then, says the FTC, Elite’s telemarketers would call 
and ask to get online access to your computer – 
supposedly to check for problems. Once they were 
in, the caller would show you fake “evidence” of 
viruses or other threats that, they said, had to be 
removed right away.

Then came the sales pitches. Elite alleg-

SAN FRANCISCO, CA- Bataan Legacy Historical Society in partnership with the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs National Cemetery Administration will 
commemorate the 77th Anniversary of the Bataan Death March and the 

75thAnniversary of the Battle of Leyte Gulf on Saturday, April 6 at 10AM at the 
Golden Gate National Cemetery, 1300 Sneath Lane, San Bruno, CA 94066.  

 The event will honor the Filipino and American veterans of WWII who 
fought in the Battle of Bataan and/or the liberation of the Philippines and are 
buried at Golden Gate National Cemetery.  Foremost among the honorees are 
Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz and Major General Albert Jones (a survivor of 
the Bataan Death March).  

The program will include the participation of the U.S. Army 84th Train-
ing Command, the 191st U.S. Army Band, the U.C. Berkeley Navy Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (NROTC), six schools from San Francisco Unified School District 
JROTC program, the American Legion, VFW and other veterans and civic groups.  
Maj. General (Ret.) Eldon Regua, USA, former Deputy Commander of the 8th 
Army, will be the Master of Ceremonies.

 Admiral Nimitz established one of the nation’s first NROTC programs 
at UC Berkeley in 1926.  He became the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet in December 1941 and Fleet Admiral of the U.S. Navy in December 1944.  
As Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Ocean Areas, he led the Allied Forces 
to victory during the major battles in the Pacific including the Battle of Leyte 
Gulf, the largest naval battle in history.  He signed the Japanese Instrument of 
Surrender for the U.S. when Japan formally surrendered aboard the battleship 
USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay on September 2, 1945.  He is buried at Golden Gate 
National Cemetery.

 The Filipino and American soldiers of the U.S. Army Forces in the Far 
East (USAFFE) were able to delay the timetable of the Imperial Japanese Army 
despite suffering from major disease and starvation and fighting without any air 
support.  Approximately 75,000 were forced to surrender on April 9, 1942 and 
consequently suffered atrocities during the 65-mile march to their prison camp 
at Camp O’Donnell where around 21,600 soldiers perished.  The Battle of Leyte 
Gulf, which took place between October 23 to 26, 1944 remains as the largest 
naval battle in history.  It was a decisive battle which destroyed the Imperial 
Japanese Navy. 

Cecilia I. Gaerlan is the Executive Director of 
Bataan Legacy Historical Society (BLHS).  She 
founded the organization to address the lack 

of information about the role of the Filipinos during 
World War II in the Philippines and to seek justice 
for the Filipino veterans of the U.S. Army Forces in 
the Far East (USAFFE) whose veterans’ benefits were 
rescinded by the First and Second Rescission Acts 
passed by the U.S. Congress in 1946.   

BLHS worked successfully with the Califor-
nia Department of Education to include WWII in the 
Philippines in the Grade 11 U.S. History Curriculum 
Framework (Chapter 16) which was approved on 
July 14, 2016.  

Since then, BLHS has been working 

April 6 Bataan Death March/Battle of Leyte Gulf Commemoration

Bataan Legacy Historical Society worked successfully with the Califor-
nia Department of Education to include WWII in the Philippines in the U.S. his-
tory curriculum framework for Grade 11which was approved by the California 
State Board of Education on July 14, 2016.   Since 2012, it has organized the 
Bataan Death March Commemoration in the Bay Area.  For more information go 
to www.bataanlegacy.org.

with teachers to help implement WWII in the 
Philippines by creating sample lesson plans and 
providing primary documents.   In addition, 
BLHS organizes the Bataan Death March Com-
memoration in April, an annual conference on 
WWII in the Philippines, exhibitions, multimedia 
presentations, and lectures in schools and differ-
ent organizations throughout the country and in 
the Philippines.   

She was inspired by her father, Luis 
Gaerlan, Jr. a Filipino veteran (41st Infantry 
Regiment) of WWII and a survivor of the Bataan 
Death March.  

For more information, please visit 
www.bataanlegacy.org.

Cecilia I. Gaerlan heads Bataan Legacy

CBP preclearance offers tips 
for spring international travelers

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO ABROAD ON SPRING BREAK

countries: Dublin and Shannon in Ireland; Aruba; 
Freeport and Nassau in The Bahamas; Bermuda; 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates; and Calgary, 
Toronto, Edmonton, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Vancouver, and Winnipeg in Canada. CBP also staffs 
a Pre-inspection facility for passenger/vehicle ferry 
traffic to the U.S. in Victoria, Canada.

Before embarking on an international 
trip, CBP encourages all U.S. citizens and lawful 
permanent residents to visit “Know Before You Go” . 
Additional information for U.S. citizens and foreign 
nationals visiting the U.S. can be found at the CBP 
Travel page.  

CBP Travel tips for international travelers:
1.  Make sure that you have all appropri-

ate travel documentation for the location you are 
visiting.  Some countries require a travel visa to 
enter and some countries require that your passport 
be valid at least six months beyond the dates of 
your trip.  Learn more about travel documentation 
before you depart the U.S.

2. Know what to expect during your CBP 
arrivals inspection when you return.  U.S. citizens 

can now process their arrivals on Automated Pass-
port Control (APC) kiosks at many U.S. airports, or 
by using the Mobile Passport Control (MPC) appli-
cation on your smartphone; click on the MPC link to 
see the 21 airports where MPC is available.  These 
self-processing features allow you to complete the 
administrative portion of your arrival, which speeds 
up the time you wait to see a CBP officer.

3. Know what products you cannot 
bring back to the U.S.  This webpage discusses 
everything from foods to medicines, and cultural 
artifacts to hunting trophies.

4. CBP officers have the authority to 
inspect you and your belongings without a warrant 
to enforce U.S. laws.  Truthfully declare to a CBP 
officer everything you bring back to the U.S., even 
if you purchased a souvenir or food at a duty free 
shop.  There are consequences for filing a false 
declaration.

5. Explore CBP’s trusted traveler pro-
grams, such as Nexus (northern land border), Sentri 
(southern land border) and Global Entry (aviation), 
that allow expedited clearance for pre-approved, 
low-risk travelers upon arrival in the United States.  
Participation is voluntary, and processing your 
arrivals admission is fast and easy.

“Customs and Border Protection wants to 
ensure that families enjoy a smooth and efficient 
processing experience upon their return home 
from Spring Break vacations,” said Clint Lamm, 
Director of Preclearance Field Office, the agency’s 
operational commander for all CBP Preclearance 
locations.  “Knowing how the arrivals inspection 
process works and the rules governing what you 
can and cannot bring into the United States will 
help you to get home quicker.”

the strategic stationing of CBP law enforcement 
personnel overseas to inspect travelers prior to 
boarding U.S.-bound flights. Through Preclearance, 
CBP Officers conduct the same immigration, cus-
toms, and agriculture inspections of international 
air travelers typically performed upon arrival in 
the United States before departure from foreign 
airports.

Today, CBP has more than 600 law 
enforcement officers and agriculture specialists 
stationed at 15 air Preclearance locations in 6 

Keep tech support strangers 
out of your computer

By LISA LAKE,  Consumer Education Specialist, FTC
edly got people – many of them older adults – to 
pay hundreds of dollars for unnecessary repairs and 
maintenance programs. If you find yourself in a 
similar situation, here are some steps you can take:

•	 If	you’re	looking	for	tech	support,	go	
to a company you know and trust, or get help from 
a knowledgeable friend or family member. If you 
search online for help, search on the company name 
plus “scam,” “review,” or “complaint.”

•	 If	you	get	a	phone	call	you	didn’t	
expect from someone who says there’s a problem 
with your computer, hang up.

•	 Never	call	a	number	in	a	pop-up	that	
warns you of computer problems. Real security 
warnings will never ask you to call a phone number.

•	 If	you	think	there’s	a	problem	with	
your computer, update its security software and run 
a scan.

If you spot a tech support scam, tell the 
FTC: www.ftc.gov/complaint. 

FTC halts tech support scam as part of major initiative 
focused on older adults hit hardest by these scams

Chairman Joe Simons reaffirmed 
FTC’s commitment to keeping older 
adults safe during a speech at the De-
partment of Justice Tech Support Take-
down 2019 Elder Fraud Event.

As part of a state, federal, and international 
crackdown on tech support scams, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission has temporarily shut 

down a Utah-based scheme that tricked consumers 
into believing their computers were infected with 
viruses in order to sell them costly computer repair 
services.

At the request of the FTC, a federal judge 
issued a temporary restraining order against Elite 
IT Partners, Inc. and its founder, President and CEO 
James Martinos. In a complaint, the FTC alleges that 
Martinos and his company used deceptive tactics to 
gain access to consumers’ computers and then sell 
costly and unnecessary computer repair and other 
services. The vast majority of the scheme’s victims 
were older consumers, according to the complaint.

The FTC’s action is part of an initiative an-
nounced today with the Department of Justice and 
other federal and state partners aimed at cracking 
down on elder fraud, with a particular focus on tech 
support scams. The effort is part of the Department 
of Justice’s largest coordinated sweep of elder fraud 
cases in history.

Keeping alert about job scams

cost, what will you get, and who pays — you or 
the company that hires you? What happens if the 
service doesn’t find a job for you or any real leads? If 
they’re reluctant to answer your questions, or give 
confusing answers, you should be reluctant to work 
with them.

Get a copy of the contract with the 
placement firm, and read it carefully. A legitimate 
company will give you time to read the contract 
and decide, not pressure you into signing then and 
there. Make sure any promises — including refund 
promises — are in writing. 

Know whether it’s job placement or job 
counseling. Executive or career counseling services 
help people with career directions and decisions. 
They may offer services like skills identification and 
self-evaluation, resume preparation, letter writing, 
and interview techniques, and general information 
about companies or organizations in a particular 
location or job field. But job placement isn’t guar-
anteed. Fees can be as high as thousands of dollars, 
and you often have to pay first.

Check for complaints. Your local consumer 
protection agency, state Attorney General’s Office, 
and the Better Business Bureau can tell you 
whether any complaints have been filed about a 
company. Check out articles about the company in 
newspapers, magazines, or online, as well.

Report a Job Scam
If you’ve been targeted by a job scam, file 

a complaint with the FTC.
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When a person loses someone  so close to 
them for the past 20 years, where does 
one turn in the middle of the night while 

experiencing the excruciating pain and agony keep-
ing them company? All alone, reliving the many 
beautiful moments creating music that became 
songs. Then the songs become records finding their 
way on world-wide radio.

Suddenly, vocalist Roland Valentino is 
singing on ABC World News Tonight with Brian 
Rooney Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in 2006.

The song collaboration, “Christmas 
Without You” inspired by God, is now in the musical 
collection of the New Museum of 911 at the World 
Trade Center. A truly distinguished honor enjoyed 
by the elite few. A zenith only a few have reached.

The Ultimate Duo was a relationship 
of two creative artists from humble musical 
beginnings in the Philippines who parlayed their 
God-given talents into one of the most successful 
musical duos, while entertaining throughout 
retirement communities. The Ultimate Duo brought 
Joy in the Lord’s Name performing 250 shows in 
Southland Retirement Communities for the past 
eight years.

Thousands of the residents kept growing 
via word of mouth, filling up massive rooms to see 
and hear the unique musical duo, loving them for 
bringing to life the nostalgic songs of their heyday 
and bringing tears to their eyes. The audiences are 
witnesses to God’s joyous miracle as the talented 
artists performed with their heart and soul, joy-
fully testifying for the Lord. Always reiterating to 
everyone that only one person was in charge and 
his name starts with a G.

How does one now find words to explain 
to the audience why there is only one left of the 
musical duo? One of the most talented singers for 
whom the legendary Hollywood songwriter Ray 
Evans of, “Silver Bells,” “Mona Lisa,” “Que Sera Sera”  
fame once dubbed as, “Having the most exquisite 
vocal phrasing” he ever heard, dies at the age of 57.

Grieving in the arms of my Lord 
By GALE STODDARD

Coming to the Southland April 18–28, 2019

Rev up for non-stop family fun with four of 
your favorite Disney stories when Disney On 
Ice presents Worlds of Enchantment comes to 

the Southland! This action-packed ice spectacular 
showcases	beloved	characters	fromDisney•Pixar’s	
Cars, Toy Story 3, Disney’s The Little Mermaid plus 
the enchanting Academy Award®-winning Frozen.  
Produced by Feld Entertainment, Disney On Ice 
presents Worlds of Enchantment is performing from 
April 18th – 28th in Long Beach and Ontario.

 Thrill to high-speed stunts and high-
octane fun, as Lightning McQueen, Mater and the 
crew	of	Disney•Pixar’s	Carsrace	across	the	ice.		Dive	
into adventure with Ariel from Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid, as she explores her undersea kingdom.  
The toys are back in town with heroic action when 
Buzz,	Woody,	Jessie	and	the	Disney•Pixar	Toy	
Storygang escape Sunnyside Daycare in a daring 
adventure to get back to Andy’s room.  Plus, enter 
the wintery world of Arendelle with sisters Anna 
and Elsa and pals Olaf and Kristoff from Disney’s 
Frozen as they learn that true love comes from 
within. 

 Plus, get warmed up for the show right 
in your seats with exclusive dance moves taught by 
the mouse that started it all during Mickey’s Dance-
Along Pre-Show Party, as the Disney On Ice skating 
athletes remind everyone that getting active can 
help you be your best!  Then you’ll be ready to enter 
a dazzling world of Disney magic to see some of 
your family’s favorite Disney moments come to life 
in Disney On Ice presents Worlds of Enchantment, 
with dazzling skating, special effects and timeless 
characters certain to create a lifetime of memories. 

LONG BEACH: Long Beach Arena – 300 E. 
Ocean Blvd, Long Beach, CA 90802

WHEN:  April 18- April 21
•	Thursday,	April	18,	7:30	PM
•		Friday,	April	19,	7:30	PM
•	Saturday,	April	20,	11:00	AM,	3:00	PM	

& 7:00 PM
•	Sunday,	April	21,	11:00	AM,	3:00	PM	&	

7:00 PM
ONTARIO: Citizens Business Bank Arena – 

4000 Ontario Center Parkway, Ontario, CA 91764 
WHEN: April 25 – April 28
•	Thursday,	April	25,	7:00	PM
•	Friday,	April	26,	7:00	PM
•	Saturday,	April	27,	11:00	AM,	3:00	PM	

& 7:00 PM
•	Sunday,	April	28,	1:00	PM	&	5:00	PM	
 TICKETS: Ticket prices start at $20 each! 

Discount Opening Night tickets available for as 
low as $15 each on select seating (not valid for 
premium VIP/Front Row seating) .  Tickets available 
for purchase online at Ticketmaster.com, charge by 
phone at 800-745-3000 or in-person at the venue 
Box Office.     (*prices subject to change; additional 
venue/ticketing fees may apply) 

Roland Valentino’s name will forever live 
through his music. Ray Evans also hired him to 
record the last six songs he wrote before he passed 
in February 2006. This is Hollywood history close 
and personal.

When Roland Valentino left this earth, a 
deafening silence enveloped the many senior living 
residences where he performed from Los Angeles 
County, the Inland Empire, San Diego, San Bernardi-
no and Orange counties. Activities directors along 
with residents sent a deluge of loving condolences 
to the duo’s Maharlika Girl Music Publishing office 
in Buena Park.

How does a musical partner, so close, go 
on after losing their partner with the magnitude 
of Roland Valentino? It is not only difficult, but  not 
humanly possible.

Looking down from where you are, the 
descent is scary. How does one go on performing 
after they lose such a dear and dedicated musical 
partner? Where to go from here?

No words can ease the pain one experi-
ences. At the lowest point, losing a most trusted 
friend and someone who is part of your family and 
with whom you resonate so beautifully,  where 
there was none of the usual jealousy of upstaging 
one another in the spotlight, no unkind words ever 
spoken, as the Musical Duo were musical twins.

The Duo members were each other’s fans. 
It was a heavenly connection and the duo’s goal of 
sharing material possessions, faith, kindness and 
compassion to the poorest of the poor was revered 
by the residents for their humanitarian efforts. 
Their CD sales have always gone directly to charity 
each month.

That was what the Ultimate Duo was all 
about, not for profit but to give and share with 
those who have nothing, including the Catholic 
World Missions that feed the world’s hungry, 
which take in the Columban Missions, Friars of the 
Atonement, Salesian, Divine Word and Maryknoll  
to name a few.

When Valentino was asked why the 
Duo  donated a bulk of their income, he said, “Life 

is about giving and loving each other like Jesus 
commanded us to do, for the more we give, the 
more blessings that are received to live a glorious 
blessed life.”

The other half of the Duo is treading 
alone the vast musical landscape sans Valentino 
performing in the more than 250 shows booked till 
year’s end. 

“It is lonely, for he is not beside me driving 
and talking with me, but I don’t feel desolate 
or lost, for I am alive with Roland’s joyous spirit 
pushing me to keep on singing and spreading Joy, 
giving Glory to God. I don’t dread the times when 
I would turn to my right and he is not there on 
stage. He will still be there for each time I play on 
the piano a beautiful song. Roland is there. I thank 
my two grandsons Carter and Beau for reminding 
me that, ‘Dying is like blindly falling  into God’s 
loving arms.’ I thank God for  my Philippine religious 
upbringing that enables me to cope with the loss 

and I am grateful to the  strict German nuns who 
instilled in me the wondrous sense of values and 
total obedience with love for God. Remembering 
always Jesus my Savior died for my sins,” the other 
half of the Duo. 

“The daily ritual of saying the rosary goes 
on. The Filipinos call the Blessed Mother “Mama 
Mary” and she is that to me.  God is holding me up; 
soothing my ache, wiping my tears in the stillness 
of the night and holding my hand as I go about 
following His lead every day. Deep in my heart of 
hearts, I am blessed that I was born in the Philip-
pines where religion is a big deal and obeying the 
Ten Commandments is a way of life. Roland is now 
singing in heaven joining the thousands of mag-
nificent Heavenly Chorus. Happily reunited with 
his parents, grandparents, and zillions of relatives. 
But most of all, the vision remains in my mind,  
keeping the tears at bay that he is finally home and 
resting in God’s loving embrace.”

From Wheels to Waves 
& Icy Wonderlands 

to Infinity and Beyond!

DISNEY ON 
ICE presents 
WORLDS OF 

ENCHANTMENT

LAS VEGAS -- Celebrating the exquisite beauty 
and tradition of Japan, Bellagio’s Conservatory 
& Botanical Gardens unveils its stunning spring 

display, on view through June 15, featuring for the 
first time an intricate replica of the Osaka Castle, 
one of Japan’s most iconic landmarks. 

The Conservatory takes guests on a 
cultural journey through many of the most vibrant 
elements associated with the Land of the Rising 
Sun, including delicate cherry blossoms, elegant 
butterflies and thousands of fresh tulips, calla lilies 
and chrysanthemums. 

The spring display, featuring 65,000 fresh 
flowers, honors nature’s awakening and the bloom 
of a new season with Japanese influences around 
every turn. Butterflies, a sign of good luck in love 
in Japanese culture, are found flitting throughout 
the display, while a traditional tea house honors 
the grace, etiquette and hospitality of the age-old 
Japanese tea ceremony.

Upon entering the Conservatory & Bo-
tanical Gardens, the stunning 30-foot-high Osaka 
Castle replica stands in the center of the West Bed. 

Bellagio’s Conservatory & Botanical Gardens celebrates 
Japan with vibrant spring display through June 15

Recreated in precise detail, the Edo-era landmark 
features shining golden trim and is flanked by 
two Japanese-style stone lanterns, illuminating 
the path to the castle. Colorful butterflies flutter 
throughout the bed which includes intricate 
topiaries made up of 2,000 fresh-cut carnations. 
Just below the castle, a waterfall flows into a wide 
pond accented by three lively fountains, a nod to 
Bellagio’s world-renowned water feature along the 
Las Vegas Strip.

The longest-running Cirque du Soleil show in Las Vegas turns 25 this year. To 
commemorate the anniversary, Cirque incorporated new projections, music, 
costumes, choreography and dancers. The company also refreshed the show 
with more extreme acrobatics on the teeterboard and daring acts such as duo 
straps.

Mystère by Cirque du Soleil at Treasure Island
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For behold, 

the winter is past; 
the rain is over and gone. 

The flowers appear 
on the earth, 

the TIME OF SINGING has 
come, and the 

voice of the turtledove 
is heard in our land.

 – Song of Solomon 2:11-12


