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what’s 
inside

Louisville CBP seizes $1.33M 
in counterfeit items

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers in 
Louisville were able to protect American consumers by 
seizing a shipment that contained 183 counterfeit items 
worth $1.33 million at the Louisville Port of Entry on 
May 20. The seized shipment included  counterfeit luxury 
watches, and scarfs, which was originally declared sim-
ply as “Scarfs for Wearing”, and had a declared value of 
only $130. Read the full story on Page 2/Beyond News.

President Duterte encourages 
youth to be active in sports, 

stay away from drugs
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte highlighted sports as 
an effective avenue to instill in the youth essential 
characteristics for nation-building. According to the 
Chief Executive, sports plays an important role in 
encouraging the youth to live a healthy lifestyle and 
keep away from illegal drugs. For the full story, see 
Page 3/Across the World.

Pacquiao vs. Thurman

LOS ANGELES -- The Los Angeles Convention Center (LACC), owned 
by the City of Los Angeles and managed by AEG Facilities, recently 
revealed a massive, hand-painted mural created by Portraits of Hope, 

titled Shaping LA. The mural, spanning the length of four football fields, 
and accompanying artwork will be displayed for approximately six months 
on the LACC’s South Hall facing the 110 freeway and on the ground level of 
the facility in and around the West Hall parking garage and walkway facing 
STAPLES Center.

The vibrant project was conceived 13 years ago by Portraits of Hope 
founders and brothers Ed Massey and Bernie Massey. In 2018, the City of Los 
Angeles Department of Convention and Tourism Development (CTD) began 
working closely with Portraits of Hope to showcase an upbeat, identifiable 
mural to the LACC exterior. Geometric shapes are core design elements 
of the project, as the young participants are responsible for “shaping” the 

The White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders proudly hosted an Asian Ameri-
can and Pacific Islander Heritage Month program, titled “The Impact of Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers Upon America’s Greatness,” at the U.S. Department of Education (the Department) on May 10, 2019. 

Participants included AAPI faith leaders, government and corporate leaders, educators, entre-
preneurs, and senior federal leadership. The program mixed community recognition with Administration 
priorities to showcase the impact that AAPIs have upon America’s greatness historically and into the future.

Special As-
sistant to the 
President 
for Domestic 
Policy at the 
White House 
Benjamin 
Hobbs provides 
an example 
of how both 
investors and 
communities 
benefit when 
they invest in 
opportunity 
zones.

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration 
Day, is a day of remembrance for those 
who died in service to their country. The 

holiday was officially proclaimed in 1868 to honor 
Union and Confederate soldiers and was expanded 
after World War I to honor those who died in all 
wars. Today, Memorial Day honors over 1 million 
men and women who have died in military service 
since the Civil War.

Key Stats:
This timeless infographic (created in 2013) 

compiles statistics from the U.S. Census Bureau 

WASHINGTON – U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has announced a new strategy 
known as eProcessing to accelerate USCIS’ transition to a digital business model. eProcessing 
will be a complete digital experience, from applying for a benefit, to communicating with USCIS, 

through receiving a decision on a case.
As a first step, certain visitors for business, visitors for pleasure, and vocational students can now 

apply online to extend their stay in the United States. Additional classifications are coming soon.
eProcessing connects previously separate technology systems within the agency to ultimately 

improve decision timeliness, increase transparency during the application process, and to accelerate the 
availability of online filing for all immigration benefits.

Each year, USCIS receives more than 8 million requests for immigration benefits. Improvements to 
USCIS technology will continue to enable more applicants to submit many of these requests online.

USCIS will create official digital immigration records through this fully modernized process of ap-
plying for immigration benefits. 

From application to decision, eProcessing will give USCIS officials faster access to applicant data. 
Applicants will encounter a more responsive and effective USCIS.

On May 23rd, a federal grand jury returned 
an 18-count superseding indictment charg-
ing Julian P. Assange, 47, the founder of 

WikiLeaks, with offenses that relate to Assange’s 
alleged role in one of the largest compromises of 
classified information in the history of the United 
States.  Assistant Attorney General for National 
Security John C. Demers, U.S. Attorney G. Zachary 
Terwilliger for the Eastern District of Virginia, As-
sistant Director John Brown of the FBI’s Counterin-
telligence Division and Acting Assistant Director in 
Charge Timothy Dunham of the FBI’s Washington 
Field Office made the announcement.

The superseding indictment alleges that 
Assange was complicit with Chelsea Manning, a 
former intelligence analyst in the U.S. Army, in 
unlawfully obtaining and disclosing classified docu-
ments related to the national defense.  Specifically, 
the superseding indictment alleges that Assange  
conspired with Manning;  obtained from Manning 
and aided and abetted her in obtaining classi-
fied information with reason to believe that the 
information was to be used to the injury of the 
United States or the advantage of a foreign nation;  
received and attempted to receive classified infor-
mation having reason to believe that such materials 
would be obtained, taken, made, and disposed of 
by a person contrary to law; and  aided and abetted 
Manning in communicating classified documents 
to Assange. 

After agreeing to receive classified docu-
ments from Manning and aiding, abetting, and 
causing Manning to provide classified documents, 
the superseding indictment charges that Assange 
then published on WikiLeaks classified documents 
that contained the unredacted names of human 
sources who provided information to United States 
forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, and to U.S. State 
Department diplomats around the world.  

 According to the superseding indictment, 
Assange’s actions risked serious harm to United 
States national security to the benefit of our 
adversaries and put the unredacted named human 

Measles outbreaks (defined as 3 or 
more cases) are currently ongoing in 
2019 in the following jurisdictions:
•	 New	York	State,	Rockland	

County
•	 New	York	City
•	 Michiganexternal
•	 New	Jerseyexternal
•	 California,	Butte	County
•	 California,	LA	County
•	 California,	Sacramento	County
•	 Georgia
•	 Marylande
•	 Pennsylvania
These outbreaks are linked to 

travelers who brought measles back from 
other countries such as Israel, Ukraine, 
and the Philippines, where large measles 
outbreaks are occurring. Make sure you are 
vaccinated against measles before traveling 
internationally.

Measles Outbreaks
In a given year, more measles cases 

can occur for any of the following reasons:
•	 an	increase	in	the	number	of	

travelers who get measles abroad and bring 
it into the U.S., and/or

•	 further	spread	of	measles	in	U.S.	
communities with pockets of unvaccinated 
people.

Source: CDC

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange charged 
in 18-count superseding indictment

sources at a grave and imminent risk of serious 
physical harm and/or arbitrary detention.

The superseding indictment alleges that 
beginning in late 2009, Assange and WikiLeaks 
actively solicited United States classified informa-
tion, including by publishing a list of “Most Wanted 
Leaks” that sought, among other things, classified 
documents.  Manning responded to Assange’s 
solicitations by using access granted to her as an 
intelligence analyst to search for United States 
classified documents, and provided to Assange and 
WikiLeaks databases containing approximately 
90,000 Afghanistan war-related significant activity 
reports, 400,000 Iraq war-related significant 
activities reports, 800 Guantanamo Bay detainee 
assessment briefs, and 250,000 U.S. Department of 
State cables.

Assange is presumed innocent unless and 
until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.  If 
convicted, he faces a maximum penalty of 10 years 
in prison on each count except for conspiracy to 
commit computer intrusion, for which he faces a 
maximum penalty of five years in prison.  Actual 
sentences for federal crimes are typically less than 
the maximum penalties.  

L.A Convention Center unveils largest public art 
& civic project in the country by Portraits of Hope

future.
“The Los Angeles Convention Center is the perfect canvas for this 

one-of-a-kind project.” said Doane Liu, Executive Director, CTD. “Shaping LA 
has uniquely transformed the landscape of Downtown Los Angeles, proudly 
exemplifying the creativity of our great city.”

Shaping LA is the largest public art and civic project in the country 
thanks to the efforts of thousands of Los Angeles residents through civic 
education and public policy sessions in over 1,000 schools, creative therapy 
sessions for hospitalized children and persons with disabilities, social service 
programs and community operations for the public. Additionally, the 
project was made possible by partners, including AEG who donated $10,000 
toward the project, as well as GES and Freeman who donated labor to install 
the mural. After approximately six months, the artwork will be donated 
primarily to social service institutions to beautify their environments.

“The Impact of Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders Upon America’s Greatness” 

program celebrates Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander Heritage Month

JULIAN P. ASSANGE

Measles outbreaks 
reported to CDC

Memorial Day
May 27, 2019

and Department of Defense to honor our men and 
women who have served in the U.S. armed forces. 
The Department of Defense, Defense Manpower 
Data Center provides statistics on the number of 
people who served and died in each of our nation’s 
wars. - Source: US Census Bureau

USCIS accelerates transition to 
digital immigration processing

Sentro Rizal Washington DC caps Nat’l 
Heritage Month through music of 

Waway Linsahay Saway
Sentro Rizal Washington DC and Tanghalang Pilipino 
Washington DC proudly presented the indigenous 
music of Waway Linsahay Saway, an artist and musi-
cian from the Talaandig tribe of Bukidnon, Philippines 
during the Philippine Embassy’s concluding celebration 
of National Heritage Month at the Chancery Annex on 
23 May 2019. Read it on Page 4/The World Speaks

Pacquiao vs. 
Thurman will 
headline a Premier 
Boxing Champions 
on FOX Sports 
Pay-Per-View world 
championship 
event on Saturday, 
July 20. Read more 
on Page 7.
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LUXEMBOURG	–	The	Grand	Duchy	of	
Luxembourg and the United States of 
America recently signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) that will serve to catalyze 
and significantly deepen cooperation between 
the two countries in the field of space. Étienne 
Schneider, Luxembourg’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Economy, signed the MoU for 
the	Grand	Duchy,	and		Wilbur	Ross,	U.S.	Secretary	of	
Commerce, signed for the United States.

The Memorandum will serve as a vehicle 
to establish a more formal dialogue, sharing of 
expertise and exchange of information between 
Luxembourg and the United States. The MoU will 
promote the continued growth of their respective 
space industries through new commercial and 
investment opportunities, as well as strengthen 
policy coordination as the two countries lead the 
international community in promoting a business-
friendly regulatory framework. 

It also aims to strengthen collaboration 
by identifying projects of common interest, for 
example in the fields of civil space exploration, 
science,	R&D,	earth	observation,	space	situational	
awareness and communication. 

Luxembourg’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Economy, Étienne Schneider 
declared: “The Memorandum offers a platform from 

LOUISVILLE,	Ky.—U.S.	Customs	and	Border	Protection	(CBP)	officers	in	Louisville	were	
able to protect American consumers by seizing a shipment that contained 183 counter-
feit items worth $1.33 million.

CBP officers in Louisville seized a large shipment of counterfeit luxury watches, and 
scarfs at the Louisville Port of Entry on May 20. This shipment was originally declared simply 
as “Scarfs for Wearing”, and had a declared value of only $130. Upon an officer’s examination 
it was discovered this shipment actually contained numerous luxury branded items, such as 
Louis	Vuitton,	Chanel,	Tiffany,	Gucci,	and	Rolex.	

CBP trade experts at the Centers of Excellence and Expertise determined the items 
were counterfeit. If these items had been real, they had a combined manufacturer suggested 
retail	price	(MSRP)	of	more	than	$1.33	million.	

“Counterfeit and pirated goods pose a serious danger to America’s economic vitality 
and national security, and public safety,” said Port Director Thomas Mahn. “Our officers un-
derstand their critical role in protecting the U.S. from not only terrorist threats, and narcotics 
smuggling, but also safeguarding the American consumer and companies from counterfeit 
products that hurt our economy”.

A naturalized U.S. citizen residing in 
Alexandria, Virginia was sentenced to 37 months 
in prison for having fraudulently obtained U.S. 
citizenship.

Assistant Attorney General Brian A. 
Benczkowski of the Justice Department’s Criminal 
Division, U.S. Attorney G. Zachary Terwilliger of 
the Eastern District of Virginia and Special Agent 
in Charge Patrick J. Lechleitner of U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement’s (ICE) Homeland 
Security Investigations (HSI) Washington, D.C made 
the announcement.

Mergia Negussie Habteyes, 58, previously 
pleaded guilty to one count of unlawful procure-
ment of naturalization.  Negussie was sentenced by 
U.S. District Judge T.S. Ellis III of the Eastern District 
of Virginia. 

According to admissions in the plea agree-
ment, Negussie participated in the persecution of 

U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross and Luxembourg’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Economy, Etienne Schneider.

which both Luxembourg and the U.S. can move 
forward together on collaborations and projects 
in space. Similar to the United States, the Grand 
Duchy is the first European country to offer a legal 
framework recognizing that space resources can 
be used. The agreement with the United States is 
yet another important step forward in enhancing 
international	cooperation	through	ourSpaceRe-
sources.lu initiative.”

U.S.	Secretary	of	Commerce	Wilbur	Ross:	
“The United States and Luxembourg share a 
rich history and a common vision of a future in 
space that is overwhelmingly commercial. This 
Memorandum forms the basis for increased col-
laboration across a wide range of space activities, 
including research, exploration, defense, and space 
commerce.”

U.S.	Ambassador	to	Luxembourg	Randy	
Evans stated: “This bold initiative heralds a new 
chapter in our bilateral relationship. Few countries 
are more ambitious than Luxembourg and the 
United States when it comes to space. By working 
together, our space companies, scientists, and 
policy experts will experience even greater growth 
and more breakthroughs for future generations. 
It is a tremendous growth area that will serve as 
the platform for many important things for years 
to come. ”

Minister-Chairman of the Govern-
ment Office Mai Tien Dung appreci-
ated the US Agency for International 

Development (USAID) increasing its support 
for Vietnam over the past years during a recent 
working session with the agency’s leaders in 
Washington DC . 

US and Luxembourg sign 
MoU on space co-operation

Vietnamese Government Office strengthens 
cooperation with USAID, meets with US businesses

Talking to USAID Administrator Mark 
Green, Minister Dung highlighted the nearly-two-
decade cooperation between the Vietnamese 
Government Office and USAID and thanked the 
agency for implementing a number of programmes 
and projects funded through non-refundable 
official development assistance in Vietnam, 

including the environmental remediation of 
dioxin contamination at Da Nang and Bien Hoa 
airports and the Provincial Competitiveness 
Index assessment. He spoke highly of USAID’s 
increase of its budget for supporting Vietnam 
by 40 percent over the last three years. 

The official called on USAID to continue 
assisting the Vietnamese Government in 
institutional reforms and state governance, 
including building e-government.

 Dung expressed his belief that 
bilateral cooperation will continue developing 
through the Country Development Cooperation 
Strategy in Vietnam for 2020-2024, which is 
being built by USAID.  He also asked it to keep 
conferring with the Vietnamese side during the 
strategy making process so that this strategy 
can have the best assistance orientation.

For his part, USAID Administrator 
Green said there are many cooperation projects 
between Vietnam and his agency, including 
those on addressing war consequences. The 
best way to enhance the two sides’ cooperation 
is to work more on concrete projects so as to 
attain better results in the future, which will 
help further promote Vietnam-US relations, 
according to him.

CBP officers seized this Rolex and 182 other counter-
feit items recently in Louisville. If the items were real, 
the estimated MSRP of these items wouldhave been 
more than $1.33 million.

Louisville CBP seizes 1.33M in counterfeit items

The Federal Trade Commission has charged a 
telemarketing operation and its owners with 
making millions of illegal, unsolicited calls 

about educational programs to consumers who 
submitted their contact information to websites 
promising help with job searches, public benefits, 
and other unrelated programs.

According to the FTC’s complaint seeking 
civil penalties, corporate defendants Day Pacer, 
LLC and Edutrek, L.L.C., and individual defendants 
Raymond	Fitzgerald,	Ian	Fitzgerald,	and	David	
Cumming, obtain consumers’ phone numbers from 
websites that claim to help consumers apply for 
jobs, health insurance, unemployment benefits, 
Medicaid coverage, or other forms of assistance. 
Instead of offering these services, the defendants 
and their affiliates call consumers to market 
vocational or post-secondary education programs, 
according to the FTC.

“Telemarketers have a duty to ensure that 
they are not placing calls to people on the National 
Do-Not-Call	Registry,”	said	Andrew	Smith,	Director	
of the Bureau of Consumer Protection, “And they 
cannot rely on affiliate websites that use fine print 
and other deceptive tactics to lure consumers.”

The job and benefits websites allegedly 
use different tactics, like small print, to hide their 
telemarketing purpose. 

For example, in the exhibit below, the web 
page	states,	“Jobs	In	Your	Area”	and	“Thousands	of	
Government	Jobs	In	Your	Area	Are	Looking	to	Hire	
Immediately,” and includes the misleading seals of 
several federal government agencies. At the bottom 
of the page is a block of small text that is illegible 
without substantial magnification. 

It states that clicking the “submit” button 
to request information about government jobs 
provides “consent” to receive telemarketing calls 
about various subjects unrelated to obtaining a 
government job.

FTC charges telemarketing 
operation with misleading 

job seekers, and making 
millions of illegal calls

Ethiopian human rights abuser sentenced 
for fraudulently obtaining U.S. citizenship

detainees in Ethiopia from roughly 1977 to 1978 
during	a	period	of	time	known	as	the	“Red	Terror.”		
As part of actions led by a council of military 
officers in power at the time, known as the “Derg,” 
Negussie injured and abused detainees on account 
of their political opinion by beating them with 
weapons including belts, rods and other objects, 
causing permanent scarring and injury to some of 
the detainees. 

Negussie was able to come the United 
States in 1999 by telling a series of lies to U.S. im-
migration authorities.  He ultimately obtained U.S. 
citizenship in 2008.  

 Negussie’s materially false representations 
in sworn statements to U.S. immigration officials 
resulted in his procurement of naturalization con-
trary to law.  In addition to sentencing Negussie to 
a period of incarceration, Negussie’s U.S. citizenship 
was also revoked.

A former Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
case officer pleaded guilty to conspiring to 
communicate, deliver and transmit national 

defense	information	to	the	People’s	Republic	of	
China.  

Assistant Attorney General for National 
Security John C. Demers, U.S. Attorney G. Zachary 
Terwilliger for the Eastern District of Virginia, As-
sistant Director for Counterintelligence John Brown 
of the FBI and Assistant Director in Charge Nancy 
McNamara of the FBI’s Washington Field Office 
made the announcement.

According to court documents, Jerry Chun 
Shing Lee, 54, left the CIA in 2007 and began 

Ex-CIA officer pleads guilty to conspiracy to commit espionage
residing	in	Hong	Kong.		In	April	2010,	two	Chinese	
intelligence officers (IOs) offered to pay Lee for 
national defense information he had acquired as a 
CIA case officer.  The IOs gave Lee a gift of $100,000 
cash, and offered to take care of him “for life” in 
exchange for his cooperation. From May 2010 until 
at least 2011, Lee received requests for informa-
tion from the Chinese IOs and asked Lee to reveal 
sensitive information about the CIA, including 
national defense information.   Demers said: “The 
National Security Division will continue to prosecute 
individuals like Lee who abuse their former access 
to classified information for financial gain while 
threatening the security of America.”  
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Thailand will take the first step towards eliminating single-use plastics by 
banning	three	types	of	plastics	by	the	end	of	this	year	as	the	Kingdom	
aggressively attempts to turn back the tide on environmental damage and 

create a greener economy.
The three plastics that will be barred from use by the end of 2019 are 

microbeads, cap seals, and oxo-degradable plastics, which are plastics that 
fragment over time and eventually become microplastics. The world’s oceans 
and even the sands on beaches are completely contaminated with microplas-
tics,	according	to	the	Ministry	of	Natural	Resources	and	the	Environment.

By 2022, the government will also ban four other single-use plastics: 
lightweight plastic bags less than 36 microns thick; styrofoam food containers; 

DAVAO	CITY	–	President	Rodrigo	Roa	Duterte	highlighted	sports	as	an	
effective avenue to instill in the youth essential characteristics for nation-
building during the opening ceremonies of Palarong Pambansa 2019 at the 

Davao City-UP Sports Complex on Sunday, April 28.
According to the Chief Executive, sports plays an important role in 

encouraging the youth to live a healthy lifestyle and keep away from illegal drugs.
President Duterte also encouraged the parents of the athletes to sup-

port their children in engaging into sports and inspire them to do their best in 
academics.

“Sports is truly an effective avenue to instill among the youth essential 
characteristics for nation-building such as discipline, teamwork, perseverance 
and all,” he said. “Thus, I encourage parents to support their children to engage in 
sports and inspire them to always do their best in balancing sports and academ-
ics,” he added.

On 1 May 2004, Poland, together with the Czech 
Republic,	Slovakia,	Hungary,	Lithuania,	Latvia,	
Estonia, Slovenia, Cyprus and Malta, joined 

the EU. The 2004 enlargement was the largest in the 
Union’s history.

In the first step, on 16 December 1991, Po-
land signed  the Europe Agreement on 16 December 
1991 establishing an association between Poland 
and the European Communities and their Member 
States. 

A symbolic moment came on 8 April 1994 in 
Athens with the submission of a formal applica-
tion for membership in the European Union by the 
Government	of	the	Republic	of	Poland.	

Official accession negotiations with the EU 
began four years later – in the accession referendum, 
which took place on 7-8 June 2003, 77.45 percent of 
Poles voted in favour of EU membership.

 Poland is the most populous and largest 

MADRID	-	Telefónica	and	the	World	Tourism	
Organization (UNWTO) have announced an 
agreement to collaborate in the develop-

ment and implementation of digital entrepre-
neurship and training initiatives that allow the 
tourism sector to increase its competitiveness and 
strengthen its long-term sustainability. 

This agreement comes at a time of 
profound technological change that impacts all 
industrial sectors, where a commitment to innova-

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.  (Photo credit: Geo-
political Intelligence Services)

Prime Minister Dr Abiy Ahmed has been awarded the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) Prize for Peace 
for his commendable work in pursuit of peace,particularly, for instigating 

the peace agreement between his country and longtime adversary, Eritrea.
The Prime Minister was declared winner of the award by Audrey 

Azoulay, the Director- General of UNESCO, at the 2019 World Press Freedom 
Day global conference opened in Addis Ababa on May 2nd.

The event is being held under the theme “Media for Democracy: 
Journalism and Elections in times of Disinformation,” and brought together 
more than 2,000 participants from over 95 countries.

According to UNESCO, the Prize for Peace is intended to honour living 
individuals and active public or private institutions or bodies that have made 
a significant contribution to promoting, seeking, safeguarding or maintaining 
peace in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and the Constitu-
tion of UNESCO.

Ahmed was recently named among TIME 100 most influential people 
list of 2019for his reforms that have transformed his country since he assumed 
office last year.

Ahmed was recently named among TIME 100 most influential people 
list of 2019for his reforms that have transformed his country since he assumed 
office last year.

Past laureates of the Prize have included personalities such as French 

President Duterte encourages youth 
to be active in sports, stay away from drugs

President Duterte assured that the government would continue to sup-
port our athletes in their endeavors so that they may bring glory to the country.

“Let me assure you that the government will continue to promote physi-
cal education and other relevant sports programs that will support our athletes in 
reaching for their dreams and aspirations,” the President said.

“We will empower them to become the best in their respective fields so 
they may bring pride to our nation when they compete in international events,” 
he added.

Towards the end of his speech, President Duterte asked the support of the 
athletes regarding his campaign against drugs, criminality, and corruption.

“This administration remains determined in pursuing [its] campaign to 
eradicate illegal drugs, criminality, and corruption. I need your support, our young 
athletes, in this endeavor if we are to ensure a safe and progressive future for the 
next generation of Filipinos,” he said. 

President Duterte also encouraged the parents of the athletes to support their children 
in engaging into sports and inspire them to do their best in academics.

Premier awarded UNESCO’s Prize for Peace

President	François	Hollande,	Nelson	Mandela	and	Frederik	W.	De	Klerk;	
Yitzhak	Rabin,	Shimon	Peres	and	Yasser	Arafat;	King	Juan	Carlos	of	Spain	and	
former US President, Jimmy Carter. - Source: Embassy of Ethiopia 

ESTO 2019 will take place one week before the 
National Song and Dance Festival. The interna-
tional festival brings together Estonians and 

their friends from around the globe, to celebrate 
Estonian heritage, culture, sports and community 
in Estonia.

The festival begins with an open air event 
in central Helsinki on June 28. This will be followed 
by an opening party on the Tallink-Silja Line’s M/S 
Silja Europa, which will bring ESTO 2019 partici-
pants to Tallinn. 

The festival moves on to Tartu, where a 
global Estonian ESTO song festival will be held in 
the historic Town Hall Square.

A youth congress and global fraternity get-

Thailand takes first steps towards eliminating single-use plastics
plastic cups, and plastic straws – except for those who still need to use them 
such as the elderly, patients and children.

Assistant Government Spokesman Athisit Chainuwat added that the 
goal is for Thailand only to be using recycled plastics by 2027, and that plastic 
waste will be a source of fuel. All these goals are contained in the Plastic Waste 
Management	Road	Map	2018-2030.

Thailand’s tough stance on plastics, especially single-use plastics, 
is a recent phenomenon resulting from revelations that plastic waste in the 
Kingdom	accounts	for	about	16	percent	of	all	garbage	polluting	the	seas.

On	April	11,	General	Surasak	Karnjanarat,	Minister	of	Natural	Resources	
and Environment of Thailand joined other high-level speakers in a World Bank’s 
forum “From Source to Sea : Innovative solutions to tackle marine pollution”. 

The Thai Minister highlighted Thailand’s proactive plans and concrete 
measures to tackle plastic wastes and marine debris, and as current ASEAN 
Chair, hosted the Special ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Marine Debris on March 
5, 2019 in Bangkok.

That meeting welcomed the ASEAN Framework of Action on Marine 
Debris and agreed to submit Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris 
in ASEAN region to Leaders for adoption at the 34th ASEAN Summit in June 
2019 in Bangkok. 

The Minister also met Laura Tuck, Vice President, Sustainable Develop-
ment, World Bank, on April 12, 2019 and discussed possible areas of partner-
ship to tackle marine pollution.

Aside from government actions, leading private-sector companies 
such as building materials conglomerate SCG are reducing their production and 
use of single-use plastics and adopting the principles of the circular economy 
– reduce, reuse, and recycle – to take a greener approach to business and 
development. - Source: Embassy of Thailand 

Fifteen years of Poland’s membership in the EU
country in terms of territory to have joined the EU 
since 2004. Poland’s is the sixth largest EU economy 
according to the GDP value and one of the fastest 
growing. 

Poland is an active and important member 
of the Union, engaged in key debates on its future, 
migration, climate and economic policy. Poland’s EU 
membership strengthens the country’s international 
standing and brings many economic, political and 
social benefits. 

“Poland’s accession to the European Union 
crowned the efforts of all governments that were 
formed after Solidarity’s victory in 1989. […] EU 
membership has become a foundation for the mod-
ernization of our state, economy, and foreign policy”, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Jacek Czaputowicz said in 
his	foreign	policy	address	to	the	Sejm	of	the	Republic	
of Poland on 14th March 2019. - MFA Press Office

UNWTO partners with Telefónica 
to promote tourism sector digitalization

tion and transformation is essential.
In this regard, the application of new tech-

nologies such as Big Data and the Internet of Things 
are already leading to new uses and applications 
that will revolutionize services in the tourism sector 
and responses to new customer demands. For this 
reason, this alliance places special emphasis on 
jointly addressing the challenges and opportunities 
that this technological change entails and initially 
takes concrete form in four specific lines of action.

ESTO 2019 festival brings together Estonians 
and their friends from around the world

togethers will be organized, with ESTO pub nights 
capping off each evening. Performers, already 
participating in the Song and Dance Festival, will 
also perform at the ESTO 2019 opening in Helsinki 
and the ESTO Song Festival in Tartu. ESTO program

“The ESTO tradition started in 1972, 
when Estonians from around the world gathered 
in Toronto to celebrate their culture. These events 
were critically important to maintaining our lan-
guage, culture and community during the Soviet 
occupation, outside of Estonia,” explains ESTO 2019 
chairman Sirle Sööt. “It’s just as important now for 
our global Estonian community to come together 
and be connected with our culture and each other 
in Estonia in 2019.”
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WASHINGTON,	D.C.–	Sentro	Rizal	Washington	
DC and Tanghalang Pilipino Washington DC 
proudly presented the indigenous music of 

Waway Linsahay Saway, an artist and musician from 
the Talaandig tribe of Bukidnon, Philippines during 
the Philippine Embassy’s concluding celebration of 
National Heritage Month at the Chancery Annex on 
23 May 2019.

Philippine Presidential Proclamation No. 
439, s. 2003 declares the month of May as National 
Heritage Month (NHM) whose observance aims to 
strengthen people’s consciousness, respect, and love 
for the legacies of Filipino cultural history.

This year, the National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts has adopted the theme, “Mga 
Pinuno Para sa Pamana” as a challenge to each and 
every individual to take the lead in preserving and 
promoting their cultural heritage.

“Let us also take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to the Filipino artists, the artisans, the cultural 
workers, and to the indigenous communities in the 
Philippines for strengthening the fabric of Filipino 
society. Their contributions to the progress of our na-
tion are priceless and should always be remembered,” 
said	Sentro	Rizal	Administrator	and	Public	Diplomacy	
Officer Darell Artates in her opening remarks.

Sentro	Rizal	Washington	DC	caps	Nat’l	Heritage	Month	through	music	of	Waway	Linsahay	Saway
Waway demonstrated how he uses the two-

stringed musical instrument “koglong” in playing 
indigenous music for courtship and lullabies, and 
proceeded to do a set of indigenous musical presen-
tations to the delight and fascination of the audience. 
He also introduced his tribe and the Taalandig Tribe 
Band	as	custodians	of	the	Kitanglad	Rainforest	in	
Bukidnon through a video presentation. 

He further stressed the importance of taking 
care of our rainforests saying that everything that 
indigenous people need for their survival is provided 
by nature. 

“When the forest is destroyed, the inspira-
tion of indigenous music is also destroyed,” he said.  

He also engaged the audience in an 
interactive demonstration of the musical instrument 
“kubing” – a type of Philippine jaw harp made 
from a hand carved piece of bamboo – wherein the 
audience got to perform with Waway using their 
own kubings.

Tanghalang Pilipino Washington DC 
member and community leader Jon Melegrito served 
as the emcee of the program. Mr. Melegrito together 
with	Tanghalang	Pilipino’s	Yvonne	Reyes	led	and	
coordinated the efforts to ensure the success of the 
event. 

Waway plays the “koglong” in one of his 
musical performances during the Na-
tional Heritage Month celebration at the 
Philippine Embassy Chancery Annex on 
23 May 2019.

Artist and musician , Waway Linsahay Saway from the Talaandig tribe of Bukidnon, 
,Philippines plays the “kubing “ in front of a full house crowd during the National Heri-
tage Month celebration at the Philippine Embassy Chancery Annex. 

(L-R) Community leader 
Jon Melegrito; artist and 
musician Waway Linsa-
hay Saway; Sentro Rizal 

Administrator and Public 
Diplomacy Officer Darell 
Artates; and Tanghalang 

Pilipino Washington 
DC’s Yvonne Reyes after 

the program.

According to the European Union, “Eu-
rope Day, held on 9 May every year, 
celebrates peace and unity in Europe. 

The date marks the anniversary of 
the historical ‘Schuman declaration’.

At	a	speech	in	Paris	in	1950,	Robert	
Schuman, the then French foreign minister, 
set out his idea for a new form of political 
cooperation in Europe, which would make 
war between Europe’s nations unthinkable.

His vision was to create a European 
institution that would pool and manage 
coal and steel production. 

A treaty creating such a body was 
signed just under a year later. 

Schuman’s proposal is considered 
to be the beginning of what is now the 
European Union.” - US Census Bureau

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Com-
merce has announced the initiation of new 
antidumping duty (AD) and countervailing 

duty (CVD) investigations to determine whether 
vertical metal file cabinets from China are being 
dumped in the United States and to determine if 
producers in China are receiving unfair subsidies.

These antidumping and countervailing duty 
investigations were initiated based on petitions filed 
by Hirsh Industries LLC (West Des Moines, IA).

The alleged dumping margins range from 
121.75 to 198.50 percent.

There are 20 subsidy programs alleged, 
including preferential lending programs, export 

LISBON -- This year’s Global Risk Report, published 
annually by the World Economic Forum, ranks 
extreme weather events and failure of climate 

change action as the two most likely risks to society 
in the next 10 years. Adapting to climate change 
requires a coordinated and synergistic approach from 
a diverse range of actors across sectors, as well as 
questioning assumptions about the drivers of risk, 
vulnerability and environmental change.

Organised for the first time in southern Eu-
rope, the 4th ECCA builds upon past editions,bringing 
researchers, policymakers and practitioners from 

EUROPE DAY: MAY 9, 2019 US Dept. of Commerce initiates antidumping duty and 
countervailing duty investigations vs Chinese producers

subsidy programs, tax programs, grant programs, 
and various programs for the provision of goods or 
services for less than adequate remuneration.

If Commerce makes affirmative findings 
in these investigations, and if the U.S. International 
Trade Commission (ITC) determines that dumped 
and/or unfairly subsidized U.S. imports of vertical 
metal file cabinets from China are causing injury to 
the U.S. industry, Commerce will impose duties on 
those imports in the amount of dumping and/or 
unfair subsidization found to exist.

In 2018, imports of vertical metal file 
cabinets from China were valued at an estimated 
$45.2 million.  

EU’s climate change adaptation (CCA) and disaster risk 
reduction	(DRR)	harmonization	and	collaboration

Europe and beyond to discuss recent advances on 
climate change adaptation, find solutions, and inspire 
collective action to increase Europe’s resilience.

It will be the first major conference focusing 
on harmonisation and collaboration between climate 
change adaptation (CCA) and disaster risk reduction 
(DRR).	Why	is	this	relevant?	The	activities	of	the	two	
communities overlap: both aim to reduce negative 
impacts of climate change and disasters on the 
natural environment, human society and economies 
by anticipating risks and uncertainties, and address-
ing vulnerabilities. 



International News MediaMAY 2019 5

Spanning the sweep of the twentieth century, We Must 
Be Brave explores the fierce love that we feel for our children 
and the power of that love to endure. Beyond distance, beyond 
time, beyond life itself.

“This stirring debut will work its way indelibly into your 
heart.”	—Georgia	Hunter,	author	of	A	woman.	A	war.	The	child	
who changed everything.

December 1940. In the disorderly evacuation of 
Southampton, England, newly married Ellen Parr finds a small 
child asleep on the backseat of an empty bus. No one knows 
who little Pamela is.

Ellen professed not to want children with her older 
husband, and when she takes Pamela into her home and rapidly 
into her heart, she discovers that this is true: Ellen doesn’t want 
children. She wants only Pamela. Three golden years pass as the 
Second World War rages on. Then one day Pamela is taken away, 
screaming. Ellen is no stranger to sorrow, but when she returns 
to the quiet village life she’s long lived, she finds herself asking: 
In a world changed by war, is it fair to wish for an unchanged 
heart?

In the spirit of We Were the Lucky Ones and The Nightin-
gale, here is a novel about courage and kindness, hardship and 
friendship, and the astonishing power of love.

Books Worth Reading
We Must Be Brave

BY	FRANCES	LIARDET

THE NATIONAL BESTSELLER

“The Moment of Lift is an urgent call to courage. It 
changed how I think about myself, my family, my work, and 
what’s possible in the world. Melinda weaves together vulner-
able, brave storytelling and compelling data to make this one 
of those rare books that you carry in your heart and mind long 
after the last page.”  --  Brené Brown, Ph.D., author of the New 
York	Times	#1	bestseller	Dare	to	Lead

A debut from Melinda Gates, a timely and necessary 
call to action for women’s empowerment.

“How can we summon a moment of lift for human 
beings	–	and	especially	for	women?	Because	when	you	lift	up	
women, you lift up humanity.”

For the last twenty years, Melinda Gates has been on a 
mission to find solutions for people with the most urgent needs, 
wherever they live. Throughout this journey, one thing has 
become increasingly clear to her: If you want to lift a society up, 
you need to stop keeping women down.

In this moving and compelling book, Melinda shares 
lessons she’s learned from the inspiring people she’s met during 
her work and travels around the world. As she writes in the in-
troduction,	“That	is	why	I	had	to	write	this	book—to	share	the	
stories of people who have given focus and urgency to my life. I 
want all of us to see ways we can lift women up where we live.”

Melinda’s unforgettable narrative is backed by startling 
data	as	she	presents	the	issues	that	most	need	our	attention—
from child marriage to lack of access to contraceptives to gender 
inequity in the workplace. And, for the first time, she writes 
about her personal life and the road to equality in her own mar-

The Moment of Lift: 
How Empowering Women Changes the World

(B&N Exclusive Edition)
BY	MELINDA	GATES

riage.	Throughout,	she	shows	how	there	has	never	been	more	opportunity	to	change	the	world—and	ourselves.
Writing with emotion, candor, and grace, she introduces us to remarkable women and shows the power of connecting with 

one another.

 The South and West continue to have the fastest-growing 
cities in the United States, according to new population estimates 
for cities and towns released last May by the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Among the 15 cities or towns with the largest numeric gains 
between 2017 and 2018, eight were in the South, six were in the 
West, and one was in the Midwest.

Phoenix, Ariz., was at the top of the list with an increase of 
25,288	people.	Rounding	out	the	top	five	with	the	largest	popula-
tion increases were San Antonio, Texas (20,824); Fort Worth, Texas 
(19,552); Seattle, Wash. (15,354); and Charlotte, N.C. (13,151).

Cities in the South that experienced a surge in population 
growth were Austin, Texas (12,504); Jacksonville, Fla. (12,153); 
Frisco,	Texas	(10,884);	McKinney,	Texas	(9,888);	and	Miami,	Fla.	
(8,884). Cities in the West were San Diego, Calif. (11,549); Denver, 
Colo. (11,053); Henderson, Nev. (10,759); and Las Vegas, Nev. 
(9,016). Columbus, Ohio (10,770), was the only city from the 
Midwest on the top 15 list.

Ten incorporated places exceeded the 50,000 population 
mark	in	2018	—	seven	in	the	South,	two	in	the	West,	and	one	in	
the Midwest. These cities and towns were Madison, Ala. (50,440); 
Maricopa, Ariz. (50,024); Bentonville, Ark. (51,111); Newark, Ohio 
(50,029); Stillwater, Okla. (50,391); Smyrna, Tenn. (50,775); Lean-
der, Texas (56,111); Little Elm, Texas (50,314); Wylie, Texas (51,585); 
and Lacey, Wash. (50,718).

Additionally, three cities crossed the 100,000 population 
mark in 2018. They were Vacaville, Calif. (100,154); San Angelo, 
Texas	(100,215);	and	Kenosha,	Wis.	(100,164).

Big City and Small Town America
The United States is a nation of both big cities and small 

towns. While only 4.0% (775) of all cities had a population of 
50,000 or more in 2018, collectively they contained 127.1 million 
people	—	nearly	39	percent	of	the	U.S.	population.	On	the	other	
hand, of the 19,495 incorporated places in the United States, 
around 76% (14,768) had fewer than 5,000 people.

Housing Unit Growth Remained Steady in Nearly All States
The nation’s housing stock grew by 1.2 million units be-

tween 2017 and 2018, reaching 138.5 million housing units in total. 
The growth rate of 0.8% from 2017 to 2018 remained the same as 
from the previous year.

Four states gained more than 50,000 housing units be-
tween 2017 and 2018: Texas (172,000), Florida (108,000), California 
(104,000) and North Carolina (63,000).

Utah was the fastest-growing state in terms of housing 
units, with an increase of 2.2% between 2017 and 2018. Idaho had 
an increase of 1.9%, and Colorado and Texas had an increase of 
1.6% each.

Housing Unit Growth Since Census Day (April 1, 2010)
The nation’s housing stock increased by 6.8 million units 

(5.2%) since April 1, 2010. North Dakota was the fastest-growing 
state in terms of housing units, with an increase of 18.9% during 
the	same	period.	Rounding	out	the	top	five	states	in	percent-
age gain were Utah (13.2%), Texas (11.3%), Idaho (10.2%) and 
Colorado (9.5%).

Twelve states added more than 150,000 housing units 
between April 1, 2010, and July 1, 2018. In terms of the largest 
numeric increase, the top six were Texas (1.1 million), California 
(597,000), Florida (558,000), North Carolina (357,000), Washington 
(262,000)	and	New	York	(256,000).	--	Source: US Census Bureau 

Fastest-growing cities primarily in the South and West
TEN PLACES EXCEED POPULATION OF 50,000 IN LATEST CENSUS BUREAU ESTIMATES
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WASHINGTON – With enthusiastic participation nation-
wide, DEA and its law enforcement partners have now collected 
nearly 12 million pounds of unused or expired prescription medi-
cations over the course of 17 successful DEA National Prescription 
Drug Take Back events.

 During the 17th semiannual event on April 27, the Take 
Back initiative saw new records for the numbers of law enforce-
ment partners, collection sites. Together with these local, state, 
tribal and federal partners – more than 5,000 total – at nearly 
6,400 collection sites, DEA collected and destroyed close to 469 
tons of potentially dangerous unwanted drugs.

 This brings the total amount of drugs collected by DEA 
since the fall of 2010 to 11,816,393 pounds, or 5,908 tons.

“The ever-increasing public support and continuously 
growing numbers of partners and collection sites are a true 
testament to the value of DEA’s National Prescription Drug Take 
Back program,” said Acting Administrator Uttam Dhillon. “Just 
as DEA and our law enforcement partners are committed to 
ending the opioid epidemic, our communities recognize that 
this is a pervasive and heartbreaking crisis.  DEA Take Back Day 
gives every American a way to help by simply cleaning out their 
medicine cabinets.” 

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day events have 
been extremely successful not only in getting unused drugs out 
of the house, but also in raising awareness of their link to addic-
tion and overdose deaths. 

The public has embraced the opportunity these events 
provide to remove medicines languishing in the home that are 
highly susceptible to misuse, abuse and theft. Public demand for 
safe and secure drug disposal has also resulted in a significant 

USCIS and U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) are extending the joint agency pilot pro-
gram for Canadian citizens seeking L-1 nonimmigrant status under the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) through April 30, 2020. Last year, the USCIS California Service Center 

and the CBP Blaine, Washington, port of entry (POE) announced this pilot program, which was 
scheduled to run from April 30, 2018, through Oct. 31, 2018, and was later extended for six months. 

This pilot program allows, but does not require, Canadian citizens to request that USCIS 
remotely adjudicate their petitioning employer’s Form I-129, Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker, or 
Form I-129S, Nonimmigrant Petition Based on Blanket L Petition, prior to their arrival or when they 
arrive at the Blaine POE. USCIS continues to encourage these Canadian citizens and their petitioning 
employers to email public.engagement@uscis.dhs.gov with feedback on their experience with the 
pilot program. Over the next year, USCIS and CBP will continue to work together to determine the 
efficiency of the program, identify shortcomings, and look for ways to improve it.

Crooks use clever schemes to defraud millions of people every year. They often 
combine new technology with old tricks to get people to send money or give 
out personal information. Here are some practical tips to help you stay a step 

ahead.
1. Spot imposters. Scammers often pretend to be someone you trust, 

like a government official, a family member, a charity, or a company you do busi-
ness with. Don’t send money or give out personal information in response to an 
unexpected	request	—	whether	it	comes	as	a	text,	a	phone	call,	or	an	email.		

2. Do online searches. Type a company or product name into your 
favorite search engine with words like “review,” “complaint” or “scam.” Or search for 
a	phrase	that	describes	your	situation,	like	“IRS	call.”	You	can	even	search	for	phone	
numbers to see if other people have reported them as scams.

3. Don’t believe your caller ID. Technology makes it easy for scammers to 
fake caller ID information, so the name and number you see aren’t always real. If 
someone calls asking for money or personal information, hang up. If you think the 
caller might be telling the truth, call back to a number you know is genuine.

4. Don’t pay upfront for a promise. Someone might ask you to pay in 
advance for things like debt relief, credit and loan offers, mortgage assistance, or a 
job. They might even say you’ve won a prize, but first you have to pay taxes or fees. 
If you do, they will probably take the money and disappear. 

5. Consider how you pay. Credit cards have significant fraud protection 
built in, but some payment methods don’t. Wiring money through services like 
Western Union or MoneyGram is risky because it’s nearly impossible to get your 
money	back.	That’s	also	true	for	reloadable	cards	(like	MoneyPak	or	Reloadit)	and	
gift cards (like iTunes or Google Play). Government offices and honest companies 
won’t require you to use these payment methods.

6. Talk to someone. Before you give up your money or personal informa-
tion, talk to someone you trust. Con artists want you to make decisions in a hurry. 
They might even threaten you. Slow down, check out the story, do an online search, 

Vaccinations save lives, protect our children, and are one of the greatest public health achieve-
ments in history. Most parents choose to protect their children with these safe, proven vaccines. 
Despite this, we are now seeing a large, very concerning outbreak of measles.

Vaccinating your baby according to the recommended immunization schedule provides the 
best	protection	against	14	serious	childhood	illnesses—including	measles	and	whooping	cough.

As a parent, I have publicly talked about my family’s decision to protect my three children by 
getting them vaccinated. Unfortunately, there is inaccurate information circulating about vaccines, 
so let’s make sure we separate the facts from the myths. If you have any concerns or questions, talk to 
your child’s health care provider. We all have a part to play in keeping our communities – especially our 
youngest and most vulnerable – safe!

A new car is second only to a home as the most 
expensive purchase many consumers make. According to 
theNational Automobile Dealers Association, the average 

A while back, we warned you about the “one ring” scam. 
That’s when you get a phone call from a number you don’t 
know, and the call stops after just one ring. 

The scammer is hoping you’ll call back, because it’s really 
an international toll number and will appear as a charge on your 
phone	bill	—	with	most	of	the	money	going	to	the	scammer.	

Well, the scam is back with a vengeance, and the FCC just 
issued a new advisoryabout it. 

10 Things you can do to avoid fraud

consult	an	expert	—	or	just	tell	a	friend.
7. Hang up on robocalls. If you answer the phone and hear a recorded 

sales pitch, hang up and report it to the FTC. These calls are illegal, and often the 
products are bogus. Don’t press 1 to speak to a person or to be taken off the list. 
That could lead to more calls.

8. Be skeptical about free trial offers. Some companies use free trials 
to sign you up for products and bill you every month until you cancel. Before you 
agree to a free trial, research the company and read the cancellation policy. And 
always review your monthly statements for charges you don’t recognize.

9. Don’t deposit a check and wire money back. By law, banks must 
make funds from deposited checks available within days, but uncovering a fake 
check can take weeks. If a check you deposit turns out to be a fake, you’re respon-
sible for repaying the bank. - FTC U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos an-

nounced the launch of the first new higher 
education experimental site during her tenure 

and is inviting new participants to join another 
experiment already underway.

The new Federal Work-Study (FWS) 
Experiment will provide institutions with increased 
flexibilities that will enable students to earn work-
study benefits while participating in apprenticeships, 
internships and work-based learning programs, as 
well as earn work-study wages while completing 
required clinical rotations, externships and student 
teaching.

“For decades, the Federal Work-Study 
program has allowed students to support themselves 
while earning a college degree, but for too long, 
the majority of the work options students have had 
access to have been irrelevant to their chosen field of 
study,” said Secretary DeVos. “That will change with 
this experimental site. We want all students to have 
access to relevant earn-and-learn experiences that 
will prepare them for future employment.”

Surgeon General VADM Jerome M. Adams’
statement on National Infant Immunization Week, 

Safety and Effectiveness of Vaccines

USCIS and CBP extend Form 
I-129 Pilot Program for 

Canadian L-1 nonimmigrants

Secretary	DeVos	builds	on	“Rethink	Higher	Education”	
agenda, expands opportunities 

for students through innovative experimental sites 

The Secretary also announced the Depart-
ment will expand the Second Chance Pell experiment 
by allowing new cohorts of colleges and universities 
to participate. This important experiment has already 
provided a number of students with new educational 
opportunities that prepare them for college and 
workplace success. Adding additional students and 
institutions to the experiment will help to improve 
the Department’s ability to evaluate the program’s 
effectiveness.

Get a one-ring call? Don’t call back
By MICHAEL ATLESON

Acting Assistant Director, Division of Consumer & Business Education 

Read	the	FCC’s	advisory	for	more	detail,	but	the	advice	
from both agencies remains the same if you get one of these calls:

•	 Don’t	call	back
•	 Report	the	robocall	to	the	FTC	at	www.donotcall.gov	

and to the FCC at www.fcc.gov/complaints
•	 Always	check	your	phone	bill	for	suspicious	or	

unusual charges

DEA’s 17th National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day has highest-ever partner participation

APRIL’S TAKE BACK DAY SETS ALL-TIME RECORDS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PARTNERS AND COLLECTION SITES

increase in year-round drug drop boxes at law enforcement 
facilities, pharmacies, and elsewhere, making drug disposal even 
more convenient.

DEA’s next National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is 
October 26, 2019.

BUYING	A	NEW	CAR

price of a new car 
sold in the United 
States is about 
$30,000. That’s 
why it’s important 
to know how to 
make a smart 
deal.
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MANNY PACQUIAO vs. KEITH THURMAN LIVE ON PBC ON FOX PAY-PER VIEW

Boxing’s only eight-division world champion Senator Manny “Pacman” Pac-
quiaoand	unbeaten	WBA	Welterweight	World	Champion	Keith	“One	Time”	Thurman		
preview	their	epic	showdown	on	a	two-city	press	tour	in	New	York	and	Los	Angeles.		

Pacquiao vs. Thurman will headline a Premier Boxing Champions on FOX Sports 
Pay-Per-View world championship event on Saturday, July 20

Undefeated IBF Super Middleweight World Champion Caleb “Sweethands” 
Plantand unbeaten challenger Mike Lee, who will battle in the main event of PBC on 
FOX and FOX Deportes, taking place in the same ring where Pacquiao and Thurman will 
later battle for welterweight supremacy, will discuss their title clash.

The fighters made  their first stop on Tuesday, May 21, at Gotham Hall in New 
York	(1356	Broadway,	New	York,	NY	10018	-	between	36th	and	37th	Streets).		

 On Wednesday, May 22, the fighters met with the media at The Beverly Hills 
Hotel (9641 Sunset Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif. 90210).  

 International Boxing Hall of Fame ring announcer Jimmy Lennon, Jr. hosted 
both media events.

Established	very	recently,	Boracay	Restau-
rant	is	a	business	by	the	Relor	family	who	
are very proud to represent the island of 

Boracay, Aklan, Philippines here in the United 
States. 

Though		Renabeth	works	in	a	bakery,		
she is also the main cook while all the other 
members of the family including Leonemarie 
help out in- between their main jobs outside 
of the restaurant. 

If you want pineapple chicken, 
dinuguan, Langkang may gata, kalderetang 
kambing , Sisig, sinigang na Pampano etc. 
and halo- halo, Boracay restaurant In Norfolk, 
Virginia is the place to go.  In the future, the 
family plans to do more catering, offer more 
products and services and open another 
restaurant in Boracay, their hometown.  AA

Experience the celebrity impersonations of 
award-winning ventriloquist Terry Fator 
at the Mirage Hotel and Casino on the Las 

Vegas Strip. 
With his loveable band of puppets 

in tow, this multi-talented, award-winning 
artist wows Las Vegas audiences with singing, 
comedy	and	incredible	celebrity	impressions	—	
without moving his lips. 

The show is both a concert and a stand-
up comedy routine. Choose from three different 
seating zones for this family friendly, 90-minute 
performance.

 Comedian and ventriloquist Terry Fator 
at the Mirage Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas 
See America’s Got Talent winner Fator and his 
supporting cast of character puppets Hear Fator 
impersonate singers including Lady Gaga, Garth 
Brooks and Aretha Franklin.

Experience ‘MJ Live’ at the Stratosphere Hotel and Casino, and watch the King of 
Pop’s most iconic hits come to life in true Las Vegas style. Sing along to your favorite 
numbers, then dance in the aisles as the show’s talented tribute artists re-enact Michael 
Jackson’s triumphs, with costumes, dance numbers and a swinging live band.

Bringing fans and industry together for an annual celebration of Japanese pop cul-
ture. Join us for AX 2019 on July 4-7 (plus, Pre-Show Night July 3) at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center in Downtown Los Angeles! Anime Expo is the largest anime con 
around, with over 100,000 fans in attendance. Grab your friends, craft your cosplay, 
and get ready to experience anime like never before.

Left to Right: Uncle Gab, Renabeth, and Leo Relor

BORACAY:	
The Filipino restaurant 
to go to in Norfolk, VA

Ventriloquist Terry Fator onstage at Las Vegas

Caleb Plant Vs. Mike Lee Live on PBC on FOX and FOX Deportes
MEDIA	EVENTS	TO	HIT	NEW	YORK	CITY	&	LOS	ANGELES	AHEAD	OF	BLOCKBUSTER	NIGHT	OF	BOXING	ON	SATURDAY,	JULY	20

Manny Pacquiao doing his training at Elorde 
Gym Five E-Com Building in Pasay City, Phil-
ippines on Saturday afternoon, 25 May 2019: 
Shadow Boxing - 3 rounds, Mitts w/ Nonoy 
Neri - 6 rounds, Speedball and heavy bag - 1 
round each, plus skipping rope and abdominal 
exercises.  ( Photos by Wendell Alinea/MP Pro-
motions)
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Honoring Those 
Who Died in 

Military Service 

MEMORIAL DAY

Honoring Those 
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Military Service 


