
International News MediaJUNE 2019

JUNE  2019

75th Anniversary of D-Day
Last June 6, 2019, we take a look back at the events 
that happened 75 years ago as Allied invasion force 
stormed Normandy Coast of France to launch one 
of the epic assaults in world history “to set free a 
civilization”.  The massive assault cost thousands of 
lives but set the stage for ending the war in Europe 
and put an end to the Nazi regime.  Read about it on 
Page 2/Beyond the News

Pacquiao vs. ThurmanHow much educated women earn 
compared to men?

According to dat released by the Unitd States Bureau 
of Census, more education leads to higher earnings 
but the gender gap is wider among men and women 
with a bachelor’s degree than among those without.  
Full story on how much women earn compared to their 
male counterparts on Page 5/READ.

Pacquiao once again 
prepares for another 
battle that will put 
to the test his skill on 
the ring as he faces 
Keith Thurman on 
July 20. Read more 
on Page 7.

The US embassy confirmed that the US-
CIS will close its Manila office on July 5, 
2019, “due to insufficient workload.”

“The US Embassy in the Philippines 
will assume responsibility for certain 
limited services previously provided by the 
Manila Field Office to individuals residing in 
the Philippines,” Trude Raizen, deputy press 
attache at the Embassy said. 

USCIS, which operates under the 
Department of Homeland Security, has 
23 offices overseas, scattered across Latin 
America, Europe and Asia,.

The US Embassy in the Philippines 
has assured the public that citizenship and 
immigration-related services will continue 
despite the upcoming closure of the US Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
field office in Manila. - U.S. EMBASSY 

The World Bank has lowered its expectations 
of global economic growth for this year in a 
new report. It says that, although the pic-

ture for poorer countries is expected to stabilize 
in 2020, economic momentum remains weak.

The risks to emerging and developing 
economies include rising trade barriers, slow 
investment, and economic slowdowns in richer 
countries. “Stronger economic growth is es-
sential to reducing poverty and improving living 
standards,” said World Bank Group President, 
David Malpass, in a statement.

It is urgent, he added, that countries 
make significant reforms to improve the climate 
for business, and attract investment. “They also 
need to make debt management and transpar-
ency a high priority so that new debt adds to 
growth and investment.”

Amongst the developed economies, the 
Euro Area will see the biggest slowdown, due 
to weaker exports and investment, with growth 
at around 1.4% in 2020-2021. As for the United 
States, a growth figure of 2.5% in 2019, will 
drop to 1.7% next year.

In emerging markets, the projected 
growth rate of 4% for 2019 represents a four-

World Bank downgrades 
global growth forecasts
POOREST COUNTRIES HARDEST HIT

year low, and several economies are coping 
with financial stress and political uncertainty. 
However, A recovery is expected next year, 
with a forecasted rate of 4.6% for 2020. The 
World Bank recommends in the report that 
these countries need to strike a careful balance 
between borrowing to promote growth and 
avoiding risks associated with excessive bor-
rowing. 

“While almost every economy faces 
headwinds, the poorest countries face the 
most daunting challenges because of fragility, 
geographic isolation, and entrenched poverty,” 
said World Bank Group Vice President for Equi-
table Growth, Finance and Institutions, Ceyla 
Pazarbasioglu. “Unless they can get onto a faster 
growth trajectory, the goal of lowering extreme 
poverty under 3 percent by 2030 will remain 
unreachable.” 

The warnings from the World Bank 
come just days after the UN Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs published its mid-year 
World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 
report, which finds that all major developed 
economies, and most developing regions, have 
weakened prospects for growth.

PUBLIC SERVICE 
ANNOUNCEMENT

WASHINGTON, D.C. — “It is very 
opportune that our theme for this 
year’s Independence Day celebration 

is ‘Courage of the Nation, Compassion for the 
People.’ For it takes courage for a nation to tread 
the path of independence by relying on its 
own capabilities and resources to solve its own 
problems without being dependent on other 
countries. It also takes commitment for a nation 
to achieve a status wherein it is not an encum-
brance or liability, but a significant contributor 
to the global efforts in fighting terrorism, 
illegal drug trafficking, and other transnational 
crimes that undermine not only the freedom of 
nations but threaten the lives of people across 
the globe,” Philippine Ambassador to the United 
States Jose Manuel G. Romualdez said in his 
keynote address during the Diplomatic Recep-
tion commemorating the 121st anniversary of 
the proclamation of Philippine Independence 
held at the Roof Terrace Restaurant of The John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts on 17 

On behalf of the Govern-
ment of the United States of 
America, I congratulate the 

Philippines on the 121st anniversary 
of your independence.  Throughout 
these long years, the United States and 
the Philippines have maintained close 
bonds of friendship and cooperation, 
capped by an alliance that has helped 
maintain peace and prosperity in the 
region for almost 70 years.  As we 
recognize the enduring U.S.-Philip-
pines relationship, we wish prosperity 
and health for all Filipinos, whether 
at home or abroad, and a truly happy 
National Day.

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — On June 14, U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) Officers at Luis Munoz Marin International Airport  seized 32 live 
birds in the hand carried luggage of a passenger arriving from Madrid, 

Spain. 
“Prohibited agricultural items can harbor plant pests and foreign ani-

mal diseases that could seriously damage our regional crops, livestock, and the 
environment – and a large sector of our country’s economy,” indicated Edwin 
Cruz, San Juan Area Port Director.  “Prohibited items that are not declared by 
passengers are confiscated and disposed of by CBP agriculture specialists.” 

On May 31, two Spanish passengers arriving from Madrid under the 
Visa Waiver Program once orally interviewed declared the transportation of 
six live birds to a CBP officer.  During secondary inspection CBP Agriculture 
Specialists discovered a total of 32 live birds with rare colors and unique mark-
ings.   The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services was contacted .

WASHINGTON— U.S. Secretary of 
Education Betsy DeVos announced 
today major improvements to theCol-

lege Scorecard, a tool launched by the U.S. 
Department of Education to help students make 
informed decisions about their education op-
tions after high school.  The tool now includes 
information on 2,100 additional postsecondary 
education options and more comprehensive in-
formation about graduation rates. The Depart-
ment is also releasing preliminary information 
on student loan debt by field of study available 
to download. 

“We committed to students that we 
would continually improve the College Score-
card so that they could access relevant, accurate 
and actionable data as they make decisions 
about their education after high school,” said 
Secretary DeVos. 

For the first time, the College Scorecard 
consumer tool now has information on 2,100 
non-degree granting institutions (institutions 
that only award certificates).   Adding these 
types of institutions into the consumer site 
gives prospective students and their advocates 
a more complete sense of all their postsecond-
ary options.

WASHINGTON – Early this month, U.S. Border Patrol agents from El Paso Sector ap-
prehended the largest group of illegal aliens ever encountered. Agents took custody 
of 1,036 people after they illegally crossed the border in El Paso, Texas, shortly after 

4 a.m., MDT. The group crossed the Rio Grande and were immediately taken into custody by 
Border Patrol agents south of downtown El Paso, between Bridge of the Americas and Stanton 
Street Bridge.

“The apprehension of 1,036 individuals in a single group – the largest group ever 
encountered by Border Patrol agents – demonstrates the severity of the border security and 
humanitarian crisis at our Southwest border,” said CBP Deputy Commissioner Robert E. Perez. 
“The dedicated men and women of CBP, and in particular the U.S Border Patrol, are doing their 
very best every day to address the influx of family units and unaccompanied children.”

All members of the group were from Guatemala, Honduras, or El Salvador. The group 
included 934 family members, 63 unaccompanied minors, and 39 single adults. They were 
taken into custody for processing and initial medical screenings. They will remain in U.S. 
Border Patrol custody until they are processed accordingly.
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Washington community celebrates Kalayaan 2019:
121st Anniversary of Philippine Independence

Philippine Ambassador to the United States Jose Manuel G. Romualdez, US State De-
partment Undersecretary for Management Brian Bulatao, and Miss Universe 2018 
Catriona Gray toast to the longstanding friendship between the Philippines and the 
United States.

CBP seizes 32 live birds from passengers arriving from Spain 
IMPORTATION OF LIVE BIRDS REQUIRES A PERMIT FROM THE US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

All birds were seized by CBP Agriculture Specialist and custody 
was transferred  to USDA Veterinary Services.   Live animals and birds 
may enter the United States subject to certification, certain permits, 
inspection, and quarantine rules that vary greatly with the type of 
animal and its origin and can also be subject to restrictions by some 
state departments of agriculture.

Secretary DeVos delivers 
on promise to expand 

College Scorecard

Border Patrol agents apprehend 
largest group ever encountered

June 2019. 
Ambassador Romualdez further 

underscored the positive developments that 
the Philippines has recently achieved which 
includes fiscal reforms that led to a strong 
macroeconomic performance, credit rating 
upgrade to “Triple B Plus” by Standard and 
Poor’s, and enhancements in the country’s 
military capabilities.  He likewise emphasized 
the strong people-to-people ties between the 
Philippines and the United States, as well as the 
mutual respect, recognition, and understanding 
that both countries are sovereign nations with 
unique domestic issues that must be resolved 
independently.

 The guest of honor, US Department of 
State Undersecretary for Management Brian 
Bulatao, underscored in his remarks the dy-
namic and enduring alliance between the two 
countries in the areas of security cooperation, 
economic cooperation, and people-to-people 
ties.

God’s gift  to the world
An incredibly gifted 
woman, JULIET POSADAS’ 
deep passion for music 
has  captured the hearts of 
those with whom she had 
shared her talent . Read 
more about her on Page 3/
Across the world.
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“A great invasion force stood off the Normandy coast of France 
as dawn broke on 6 June 1944: 9 battleships, 23 cruisers, 104 
destroyers, and 71 large landing craft of various descriptions 

as well as troop transports, mine sweepers, and merchantmen 
-- in all, nearly 5,000 ships of every type, the largest armada ever 
assembled. The naval bombardment that began at 0550 that 
morning detonated large minefields along the shoreline and 
destroyed a number of the enemy’s defensive positions. To one 
correspondent, reporting from the deck of the cruiser HMS Hill-
ary, it sounded like ‘the rhythmic beating of a gigantic drum’ all 
along the coast. In the hours following the bombardment, more 
than 100,000 fighting men swept ashore to begin one of the epic 
assaults of history, a ‘mighty endeavor,’ as President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt described it to the American people, ‘to preserve our 
civilization and to set free a suffering humanity.’

“The attack had been long in coming. From the moment 
British forces had been forced to withdraw from France in 1940 
in the face of an overwhelming German onslaught, planners had 
plotted a return to the Continent. Only in that way would the 
Allies be able to confront the enemy’s power on the ground, lib-
erate northwestern Europe, and put an end to the Nazi regime.”

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Shoulder sleeve insignia are of the American units, division and 
above, that were involved in the Normandy invasion on 6 June.

75th Anniversary of D-Day: 
June 6, 2019

From the brochure “Normandy, 6 June-24 July 1944,” 
prepared in the U.S. Army Center of Military History 

by William M. Hammond.
TOKYO, Japan, June 1 -- President Rodrigo 

Roa Duterte expressed his gratitude to Japan 
for committing around 25 billion yen for 

the development of Mindanao’s road network, 
vocational training facilities, and other projects.

“I thank Prime Minister Abe for the impor-
tance his government attaches to the Mindanao 
and its commitment to achieve just and lasting 
peace and a sustainable development for the 
people of Mindanao,” President Duterte said .

During his meeting with Prime Minister 
Abe during a state in Japan on June 1, the 
President said among the issues discussed were 
modalities for greater cooperation in upgrading 
the Philippines’ defense capabilities, including 
maritime security and maritime domain aware-
ness.

Both countries explored opportunities to 
tap the Philippines’ demographic complementar-
ity to drive growth in their economies, including 
the possibility of Japan opening its doors to 
foreign skilled workers.

“And I am pleased with the growing 
interest and confidence in the Philippines as a 
preferred trade and investment destination by 
Japanese businesses,” the President said on pos-
sible Japanese investments in the Philippines.

He also welcomed Japan’s support for 
the government’s flagship Build, Build, Build 
infrastructure program.

Other challenges were also tackled 
during the bilateral meeting including regional 
maritime security, non-traditional threats, the 
Korean Peninsula peace efforts, free trade, and 
the advancement of rule of law. The President also 
conveyed the Filipino people’s deepest respect and 
appreciation to Emperor Emeritus Akihito.

With the accession of Emperor Naruhito, 
President Duterte expects renewed confidence 
that Japan’s ties with the Philippines and with the 
rest of the world will be characterized by beautiful 
harmony.

In a separate statement, Abe welcomed 
President Duterte on his visit to Japan.

“First of all, President Duterte, may 
I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the 
overwhelming victory that you had achieved in 
the recent midterm elections in your Republic,” 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte receives 
a warm welcome from Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe prior to the banquet 
at the Prime Minister’s Office in Tokyo, 
Japan on May 31, 2019. (Photo courtesy 
of Presidential Communications/Toto Lo-
zano)

Duterte welcomes Japan’s new financial 
assistance for Mindanao development

Abe told the President.
He vowed to continue supporting projects 

being promoted by the President such as the 
peace process in Mindanao and infrastructure 
development. 

Japan will strengthen its support to the 
Mindanao peace process so that the Moro people 
can truly feel and enjoy the peace dividend at the 
earliest possible time, Abe said.

For infrastructure development, Abe made 
a commitment for continued backing of sustain-
able economic development of the Philippines 
through assistance in quality projects.

At the same time, he welcomed the 
decision of the Philippine government to lift 
the import suspension on fishery products from 
Fukushima prefecture prior to the President’s visit 
to Japan.

“With another milestone reached today, 
I look forward to working hand in hand with 
President Duterte to further deepen the bond of 
friendship between Japan and the Philippines and 
to contribute to regional and global peace and 
prosperity,” Abe added.

MADRID, Spain 
– The World 
Tourism Or-

ganization (UNWTO) 
in collaboration with 
Barça Innovation 
Hub (BIHUB) and 
with the support of 
the Qatar National 
Tourism Council 
(QNTC), has an-
nounced the launch 
of the 1st UNWTO 
Sports Tourism Start-
up Competition. The 
initiative is designed 
to identify projects 
and innovations that 
can transform the 
sports tourism sector The UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, 

condemned the attack that took place on 
June 14 in Wajir County, Kenya, in which at 

least eight police officers were killed when their 
car struck an improvised explosive device (IED), 
and the car bomb attack in Mogadishu, Somalia, 
where at least eight people were killed. 

Dozens were injured in both terrorist acts, 
claimed by the armed group Al-Shabaab, which is 
particularly active in Eastern Africa. 

The attack in Kenya followed the kidnap-
ping of three police reservists in Wajir County 
June 14.

 Mr. Guterres expressed the solidarity of 
the whole UN with the governments of the two 
countries, “in their efforts to fight terrorism and 
violent extremism”.

He also expressed his deepest condolences 
“to the families of those killed and to the Govern-
ments and people of Kenya and Somalia”, and 
wished “a quick recovery to the injured”. 

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL ANTÓNIO GUTERRES

UN chief condemns 
terrorist attacks in 
Kenya and Somalia

UNWTO and Barça Innovation Hub launch 
Global Sports Tourism Start-up Competition

in the near future.
Increasing demand from tourists and the growing influence of sports on destinations’ popularity 

have combined to make sports tourism one of the segments with the greatest potential for socioeconom-
ic development opportunities, attracting growing levels of government interest. The 1st UNWTO Sports 
Tourism Start-up Competition, launched by UNWTO and BIHUB, with the support of QNTC, is looking 
for start-ups with disruptive ideas focused on solving real needs and addressing knowledge gaps in the 
growing sports tourism sector.

In all, 20 start-ups will be shortlisted by a panel of international experts and sports and tourism 
stakeholders, drawn from the public and private sectors, academia and civil society. The shortlisted start-
ups will be announced on the competition’s website. The panel will then select five semi-finalists who 
will all be invited to Barcelona to pitch their ideas to sports experts, government representatives, tourism 
business leaders and international investors.

“We are pleased to be partnering with the Barça Innovation Hub to harness the potential of 
sports tourism to stimulate creativity, innovation and sustainable growth. Through this competition, 
start-ups with disruptive visions can propose new ideas that will allow the sports tourism sector to con-
tribute to the Sustainable Development Goals. We thank BIHUB for their vision and collaboration and, as 
we move towards the 2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar, we thank the QNTC for their support for this exciting 
project,” said UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab Pololikashvili as he opened the competition.

As part of the partnership with QNTC, the winning ideas will also be considered for implementa-
tion in Qatar, which is gearing up to host the FIFA World Cup 2022.

His Excellency Mr. Akbar Al Baker, Secretary General of QNTC, commented, “At QNTC we believe 
sporting events have a unique power to bring people of the world together, and that is also why sports 
tourism is a key focus area in our tourism vision. We look forward to seeing the innovative ideas that will 
come through the inaugural Sports Tourism Start-Up Competition and hope that one of them will come 
to life in Qatar.”

Marta Plana, Director of BIHUB, added: “We are very pleased to work together with UNWTO to 
develop tourism in relation to the sports industry, a growing sector, and identify companies with the 
talents to help achieve this. Barcelona is a city linked to design and innovation, and a tourism hub. At 
BIHUB we want to make Barcelona the Silicon Valley of the sports industry and to use our experience as a 
tourist attraction, with the FC Barcelona museum the most visited in the Catalan region and more than 4 
million people visiting our ground every year.”
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An Exclusive Interview by AWEE ABAYARI  with JULIET POSADAS

For more of the interview:  www.youtube.com/ Awee Abayari

A multi-awarded concert artist/pianist, singer/composer
Recipient of INMN Award of Excellence in Performing Arts

An incredibly gifted woman! That is Juliet Posadas, who has been 
using her extraordinary talent in music to share with the world. She 
comes from a very musical family: her father, Dr. Jose Posadas was 

a medical doctor who loved to play the piano, guitar and the violin, her 
mother, Emma Llamas Cosme, was a piano teacher and “all other children 
are music aficionados and professionals with Romy, the eldest, as the 
moving force “.

A graduate of the University of the Philippines Conservatory of 
Music where she majored in piano  and minored in voice, Juliet was also 
a scholar of the Yamaha School of Music. This led to her career in teaching 
piano and performing on stage for concerts including prestigious hotels in 
the Philippines and abroad. 

Juliet Posadas has a deep passion for music and she loves enter-
taining all people and making them happy. She has always shared her gift 
with different communities especially for worthy causes. Blessed with an 

extraordinary talent, Juliet has truly used it in many great ways making 
her a multi-awarded artist and was given the Honorary Lifetime Member-
ship by the UP Alumni Association of Greater Los Angeles for her “unselfish 
contribution as a performer musician “ in a scholarship fundraiser. 

Most recently, she was one of the Outstanding Women Leaders 
who was featured in the INMN 2018 Calendar of the Year and a recipient 
of the INMN (International News Media Network) Award of Excellence in 
the Performing Arts  “for her superior gift as a Concert  Artist, Pianist and 
Composer, her admirable ability to capture an audience thru her passion 
and creativity, for her consistent long list of achievements in the field of 
music and for her generous spirit full of warmth and  kindness “. 

Juliet Posadas maybe popularly known as an amazing talent 
on stage as a concert artist/singer/pianist and composer but more than 
anything else, “she is a woman of service with a heart of gold”. - Awee 
Abayari 

Ipagdiwang ang Kalayaan 
Composed by Juliet Posadas 

For the 100 years of 
Philippine Independence from Spain 

Juliet Posadas is God’s gift to the world

BANGKOK, THAILAND (4 June 2019) — The Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed an agreement 
with a financing package of 9.9 billion Thai baht ($311 million equivalent) for the construction and 
operation of the Pink and Yellow lines of Bangkok’s mass rapid transit (MRT) system.

“Bangkok’s continued status as one of Southeast Asia’s global business hubs depends on relieving 
traffic congestion and increasing sustainable public transport services,” said Deputy Director General 
of ADB’s Private Sector Operations Department Mr. Christopher Thieme. “ADB’s assistance will catalyze 
commercial financing for Thailand’s MRT sector and help provide a wider choice of affordable and efficient 
public transport for Bangkok’s rapidly growing population.” -- ADB

 Prosecutors, law enforcement officials, and legal experts from the United States, 
Philippines, and Indonesia came together from May 22 to 23 for a workshop on 
effective investigations and prosecutions of terrorism cases.  The U.S. Embassy 
in the Philippines, through the U.S. Department of Justice (U.S. DOJ) Office of 
Overseas Prosecutorial Development Assistance and Training (OPDAT), part-
nered with the Philippine Department of Justice to train 52 participants from the 
three countries. -- U.S. EMBASSY 

From May 31 to June 1, U.S. Secretary of Com-
merce Wilbur Ross led a Presidential delega-
tion to El Salvador to witness the inaugura-

tion of President Nayib Bukele, and to congratulate 
the Salvadoran people on the country’s success in 
a peaceful and democratic transition of power.

“The United States is committed to a 
strong relationship with El Salvador,” said Secre-
tary of Commerce Wilbur Ross. “Under President 
Bukele’s leadership, it is our sincerest hope that El 
Salvador will become a prosperous nation where 
all Salvadorans can reap the benefits of new 
investments and economic growth.”

In recognition of President Bukele’s focus 
on economic development and an emphasis on 
partnership with the U.S. private sector, President 
Donald J. Trump named Secretary Ross to lead the 
delegation that attended El Salvador’s Presidential 
inauguration ceremony.

In addition to witnessing the inaugura-
tion, Secretary Ross participated in a bilateral 
meeting with the incoming President and Foreign 

MADRID, Spain -- Countries around the 
world are integrating sustainability in 
their tourism policies but the evidence 

on the results of their implementation remains 
limited, research carried out for the first “Baseline 
Report on the Integration of Sustainable Con-
sumption and Production Patterns into Tourism 
Policies” has found.

The Baseline Report, prepared by the 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) in col-
laboration with United Nations Environment (UN 
Environment) and with support from the Govern-
ment of France, is the first global assessment of 
sustainable consumption and production (SCP) 
factors within national tourism policies. A total of 
101 UNWTO Member States participated in this 
groundbreaking exercise.

All the tourism policies analyzed refer to 
sustainability as part of their objectives or vision 
and 55% address sustainability as a cross cutting 
element. At the same time, 67% of tourism poli-
cies include references to resource efficiency and 
64% connect sustainability with the competi-

Sustainability a key part of tourism 
policies, but more still to be done, 

UNWTO/UN environment report notes
tiveness of the sector. Tourism policy makers are 
aware of the importance of SCP but the references 
to policy instruments aiming at SCP implementa-
tion are limited and so is the evidence available for 
other aspects beyond the economic performance 
of the sector.

Advancing SCP practices in the tourism 
sector is essential if the sector is to contribute 
effectively to sustainable development and the 
2030 Agenda. With this in mind, UNWTO has also 
launched the Sustainable Tourism Policy Talks 
alongside the Baseline Report. The series of talks 
feature interviews with Ministers of Tourism on 
the implementation of national tourism policies.

The Sustainable Tourism Programme 
aims at scaling up SCP practices that boost the 
efficient use of natural resources in tourism while 
producing less waste and addressing the chal-
lenges of climate change and biodiversity. UNWTO 
is the lead of the One Planet Sustainable Tourism 
Programme with the Government of France as Co-
Lead and in collaboration with UN Environment. 
- Sources: IOC, WTO 

 WORKSHOP ON EFFECTIVE INVESTIGATIONS AND PROSECUTIONS OF TERRORISM CASES

SECRETARY OF COMMERCE LEADS U.S. DELEGATION TO EL SALVADOR
Secretary Ross and US government officials join the inauguration of El Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele

U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross led a Presidential delegation to El Salvador 
to witness the inauguration of President Nayib Bukele, and to congratulate the Salva-
doran people on the country’s success in a peaceful and democratic transition of power.

Minister, Alexandra Hill, while also joining leading 
Salvadoran and U.S. business leaders to discuss 
improving the investment climate and increasing 
economic growth across El Salvador.

Secretary Ross’s delegation included U.S. 
Ambassador to El Salvador Jean Elizabeth Manes, 

Acting President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) 
David Bohigian, and U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Western Hemisphere Affairs Kimberly 
Breier. -- U.S. Embassy in El Salvador 

ADB private sector financing supports 
two new Bangkok Metro lines
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News Briefs

To launch its 50th anniversary celebrations, 
the Austrian Consulate General in Los Angeles 
hosted a reception on May 15, 2019, at the 

Beverly Wilshire Hotel in Beverly Hills. In 1969, 
an empty space on the premises of the hotel had 
served as the provisional office of the first Austrian 
Consul General of Los Angeles and late Federal 
President of Austria, Thomas Klestil.

At the kickoff event, Consul General 
Andreas Launer presented a special anniversary 
publication and announced upcoming events 
celebrating the powerful Austrian heritage in Cali-
fornia in the course of the jubilee year and beyond. 
Guests included Academy Award winner Christoph 
Waltz, Beverly Hills Mayor John Mirisch, the Honor-
ary President of the American Jewish Committee, 
Bruce Ramer, and many notable personalities from 
the Austrian-American community. Celebrity chef 
Wolfgang Puck sent special dessert treats as a 
tribute to his home country Austria.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo explained how governments 
have a role to play in creating an environment that fosters economic 
prosperity.

Speaking at the Global Entrepreneurship Summit in the Nether-
lands, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo explained how governments 
have a role to play in creating an environment that fosters economic prosper-
ity.The first step is to guarantee the right to private property – both physical 
property and intellectual property. “Without this fundamental right,” said 
Secretary Pompeo, “there’s no incentive to innovate, because there’s no 
reward for that innovation:”

“Property rights are the bedrock of any successful economy. It’s why 
America insists on these protections in our society and in the trade deals that 
we enter into as we move forward.”

The second thing entrepreneurs need is the rule of law. A legal 
system that is predictable, consistent, creates enforceable rights, and creates 
understandings among suppliers and customers and employees, permits 
organizations to thrive and to prosper. Finally, government needs to stop 
strangling business, said Secretary Pompeo:

“Under President Trump, we’ve slashed unnecessary regulations in 
the United States. We have reduced corporate taxes. This has encouraged 
companies from the Netherlands to invest in the United States, it’s created 
incentives for American companies to invest all across the world. And in our 
home country, these actions have had undeniable results. . . .Our jobless rate 
today is the lowest in the United States of America in 50 years, five decades. 
Job creation among the smallest businesses in America recently broke a 

FAMILY PHOTO. Philippine Embassy in Washington, D.C. celebrates the 121st 
anniversary of the proclamation of Philippine Independence at The John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts on 17 June 2019.

Olympic House, the new headquarters of the international olympic committee (ioc), has received three of the most rigorous 
sustainable building certifications. It has therefore become one of the most sustainable buildings in the world. 

One of the three certifications is LEED Platinum, the highest certification level of the international LEED green build-
ing programme. According to the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), the organisation that developed LEED, Olympic House has 
received the most points (93) of any LEED v4-certified new construction project to date.

With more than 98,000 registered and certified projects across 175 countries and territories, LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) is the most widely used green building programme in the world and an international symbol of sustainability 
excellence. It signifies that a building is lowering carbon emissions and conserving resources while prioritising sustainable practices 
and creating a healthier environment. LEED Platinum is the highest level of certification possible. -- IOC

WASHINGTON,  Global economic growth is forecast to ease to a weaker-than-expected 2.6% in 2019 before inching up to 2.7% 
in 2020. Growth in emerging market and developing economies is expected to stabilize next year as some countries move 
past periods of financial strain, but economic momentum remains weak.

Emerging and developing economy growth is constrained by sluggish investment, and risks are tilted to the downside. These 
risks include rising trade barriers, renewed financial stress, and sharper-than-expected slowdowns in several major economies, the 
World Bank says in its June 2019 Global Economic Prospects: Heightened Tensions, Subdued Investment. Structural problems that 
misallocate or discourage investment also weigh on the outlook. Growth among advanced economies as a group is anticipated to 
slow in 2019, especially in the Euro Area, due to weaker exports and investment. U.S. growth is forecast to ease to 2.5% this year 
and decelerate to 1.7% in 2020. Euro Area growth is projected to hover around 1.4% in 2020-21, with softness in trade and domestic 
demand weighing on activity despite continued support from monetary policy. - The World Bank 

The UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the 
use of ICT in education is now accepting candidatures. 
The theme of the 2019 edition is the use of Artificial Intel-

ligence (AI) to innovate education, teaching and learning.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and advancements in neuro-

science have the potential to enhance teaching methodologies, 
support lifelong learning and personalize learning through vari-
ous ways, as well as propel and accelerate the discovery of new 
delivering modes of education.  Keeping in with Sustainable 
Development Goal 4 on education, UNESCO with its partners is 
aiming to explore the effective and ethical use of AI applications 
to reduce barriers to access education and optimize learning 
processes with a view to improve learning outcomes.

In 2019, the Prize will award AI-powered solutions as 
well as applications of neuroscience in AI aiming to improve 
learning outcomes, to empower teachers and to enhance the 
delivery of education services, while advocating for inclusive and 
equitable use of these technologies in education. Two winners 
will be selected by the Director-General of UNESCO based on 
the recommendations of an international Jury, and each winner 
will receive a reward of US$ 25,000 and a diploma during a 

 PHILIPPINE EMBASSY CELEBRATES THE 121st ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PROCLAMATION OF PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE

Two-time Academy Award-winning ac-
tor Christoph Waltz with Consul General 
Andreas Launer. (Photo courtesy of Aus-
trian Consulate General-LA)

Austrian Consulate General in 
Los Angeles kicks off its 

50th Anniversary celebrations

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo speaks at 
Global Entrepreneurship Summit in the Netherlands

45-year record.”
“The formula of lower taxes and a light touch on regulation,” said 

Secretary Pompeo, “works not only in the United States; we believe it works 
everywhere.”

Entrepreneurs are a fundamental part of creating the ongoing story 
of prosperity, of progress, of human flourishing, and the recognition of the 
fundamental nature of the dignity of every human being.

Secretary Pompeo urged the Global Entrepreneurship Summit attendees 
to take what they’ve learned back home. “I hope what you’ll do is you’ll take the 
very best. You’ll begin to solve problems, you’ll innovate, you’ll create value for 
yourselves and for your fellow man.”

WASHINGTON – The first ladies of Guate-
mala and Honduras received a tour of 
the Rio Grande Valley Southwest border 

Sector on Thursday, June 20th, accompanied by 
Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Kevin 
K. McAleenan and Acting Commissioner of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection John P. Sanders.

Patricia Marroquín de Morales, First Lady 
of Guatemala, and Ana Garcia de Hernandez, First 
Lady of Honduras, received a briefing on the state 
of the border before participating in an operational 
tour of the border and of CBP processing facilities 
for single adults, families and unaccompanied 
children in the Rio Grande Valley area.

Representatives, First Ladies of Guatemala 
and Honduras tour southern border

“It is important to be able to work hand 
in hand with the United States government to 
identify the irregular migration flow, analyze the 
incentives to migrate, and create conditions of 
support and wellbeing for people in Northern Tri-
angle countries, so that families build their futures 
in their own nations,” Ana Garcia de Hernandez, 
First Lady of Honduras said.

“This week, the Guatemalan and 
Honduran delegations were able to see the border 
security and humanitarian crisis first hand,” said 
Acting DHS Secretary McAleenan. “This important 
visit allowed us to share our efforts to address 
the current situation and demonstrate how our 

continued collaboration will improve the lives and 
security of our citizens and theirs.”

The dignitaries were joined by Sandra 
Jovel, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala, 
Enrique Antonio Degenhart Asturias, Minister of 
Government of Guatemala, and María D. Agüero, 
Foreign Secretary of Honduras, as well as other 
senior foreign officials. 

The briefing included an overview of how 
transnational criminal and human smuggling 
organizations pair adult aliens with children 
they are not related to with the intent of posing 
as family units to help secure release into the 
U.S. - DHS

Olympic House one of the most sustainable buildings in the world

Global growth to weaken to 2.6% in 2019, substantial risks seen

UNESCO ICT in Education Prize: Nominations open to projects leveraging AI
ceremony in Paris. 

Who can apply? Any individual, institution, or non-
governmental organization (NGO) with an established ongoing 
project relevant to the specific theme of the year i.e. that uses 
AI-powered solutions to enhance education, improve learning 
outcomes or empower teachers.

How to apply? The applicants should fist create an 
account and then fill in an online form via the online platform.

For the application to be considered, it should be nomi-
nated by either the National Commission of the UNESCO Member 
State or an NGO in official partnership with UNESCO.

All applicants are encouraged to get in touch with the 
NGO or National Commission ahead of the application process. 
Self-nominations will not be accepted.

Governments of UNESCO Member States as well as NGOs 
in official partnership with UNESCO are invited to elicit and 
nominate up to three projects, which are in line with the 2019 
theme and meet the selection criteria.The deadline for nomina-
tions is 31 October 2019 (midnight, Paris time).

For more information contact: ictprize@unesco.org-- 
UNESCO
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Books Worth Reading
How Happiness Happens

By MAX LUCADO

•  Avoid public cell phone conversations .

•  Do not play music too loudly.

•  Make sure to RSVP.

•  Be careful what you post.

•  Be  on time.

•  Always be kind.

Overview

In a world searching for happiness, bestselling author 
Max Lucado provides a personal plan for a life filled with 
lasting and fulfilling joy, supported by Jesus’ teaching and 

modern research.

Do you feel happy?
How long has it been since you felt a level of 

contagious, infectious, unflappable, unstoppable happiness? 
Maybe your answer is, “All the time.” If so, God bless you! 
(And consider suggesting this book to someone who needs 
it.) For many of us the answer is, “Well, it’s been a while. I 
used to be happy, but then life took its toll.”

Only one-third of Americans surveyed said they 
were happy. How can this be? Education is accessible to 
most. We’ve made advancements in everything from 
medicine to technology, yet 66 percent of us can’t find an 
adequate reason to check the “yes” box on the happiness 
questionnaire.

Worldwide, people profess that happiness is their 
most cherished goal. Marketers get this. “Want to be happy?” 
they ask. Eat at this restaurant, drive this car, wear this dress. 
Happiness happens when you lose the weight, get the date, 
find the mate, or discover your fate. It’s wide, this way to 
happiness. Yet, for all its promise, it delivers a fragile joy; 
here one day, tomorrow scattered by the winds of compari-
son, disappointment, or unmet expectations.

Max writes, “There is another option. It requires no 
credit card, monthly mortgage, or stroke of fortune. Age and 
ethnicity aren’t factors...an unexpected door to joy.”

In this book Max shares the unexpected path to 
a lasting happiness, one that produces reliable joy in any 

season of life. Based on the teachings of Jesus and backed 
by modern research, How Happiness Happens presents a 
surprising but practical way of living that will change you 
from the inside out.

In this pleasant memoir about learning to live and eat à la 
française, an American journalist married to a Frenchman 
inspires lessons in culinary détente. 

Bard was working as a journalist in London and 
possessed of the “wonderful puppy-dog” enthusiasm of 
young Americans when she first met her husband-to-be, 
Gwendal, a computer engineer from Brittany. Soon he had 
the foresight to put her name on the gas bill of his Parisian 
apartment in the 10th arrondissement, and they were 
destined to marry—and cook together. 

Her memoir is really a celebration of the culinary 
season as it unfolded in their young lives together: recipes 
for seduction (onion and bacon); getting serious over andou-
illette; learning to buy what’s fresh at the Parisian markets 
(four and a half pounds of figs); surviving a long, cold winter 
in an unheated apartment; and warming up their visiting 
parents over profiteroles. 

Bard throws in some American recipes “that feel like 
home,” such as noodle pudding, and comforting soups for a 
winter’s grieving over the death of the father-in-law. Bard 
carefully observes the eating habits of her impossibly slender 
mother-in-law for tips to staying slim (lots of water and no 
snacking). 

Bard keeps an eye to healthful ingredients (“Three 
Fabulous Solo Lunches”), and, as a Jewish New Yorker, even 
prepares a Passover seder in Paris, in this work that manages 
to be both sensuous and informative.

More education leads to higher earnings but the gender 
pay gap is wider among men and women with a bach-
elor’s degree than among those without.
While workers with a bachelor’s degree earn about 

double that of their co-workers without a college education, the 
difference between men’s and women’s earnings widens with 
more education.

Among workers with a bachelor’s degree, women earn 
74 cents for every dollar men make, which is less than the 78 
cents for workers without the college degree.

While workers with a bachelor’s degree earn about 
double that of their co-workers without a college education, the 
difference between men’s and women’s earnings widens with 
more education.

Age and job choice can affect the size of the pay gap.
AGE

Women workers with a bachelor’s degree are younger 
on average and many are years away from the earnings peak 
usually reached by people in their 50s.

Higher pay reflects years of work experience and pay 
raises. The earnings differences between men and women also 
peak in their 50s, although men on average earn more at every 
age than their female counterparts.

Among workers with a bachelor’s degree, women are 
considerably younger, on average, than men (median ages of 
42 vs. 45). This results in a larger pay gap, as women have had 
less time to accumulate experience and pay raises. In contrast, 
working women without a bachelor’s degree are, on average, 
older than male workers without a bachelor’s (median ages of 
47 vs. 45), which tends to narrow the pay gap.   

Lunch in Paris: A Love Story with Recipes
By ELIZABETH BARD

Among the educated, women earn 
74 cents for every dollar men make

By JENNIFER CHEESEMAN DAY

EDUCATION
At all ages in both education groups, men outnumber 

women except for the youngest age group (25-29) with a 
bachelor’s degree. The influx in recent decades of college-
educated women has driven their numbers to record levels. In 
fact, the number of women working full time, year-round with 
a bachelor’s degree is almost equal to men’s (18 million women 
and 21 million men).  

Women are more likely to have a bachelor’s degree than 
men (41.7% compared with 36.2%) among full-time, year-
round workers. This is particularly true for workers under age 60.

As older educated male workers age out of the labor 
force, this pattern of the college-educated workforce dominated 
by women may continue. Of note, male workers without a 
bachelor’s degree make up the largest group by far.  - US Census 
Bureau

English               Please
French                S’il vous plaît
German           Bitte
Hungarian       Kérem
Italian              Per favore
Japanese        Douzo
Mandarin            qíng
Norwegian      Vær så snill
Portuguese     Por favor
Russian            Pazhaluysta
Spanish          Por favor
Tagalog           Pakisuyo

CORNER
TODAY’S MAGIC WORD: 

PLEASE 
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Which travelers are at risk?
 You are at risk of measles infection when you travel to areas where measles is 

spreading and have not been fully vaccinated against measles or have not had measles 
in the past. The best way to protect yourself and your loved ones from measles is by getting 
vaccinated.

Before international travel: Make sure you’re protected against measles
The best way to protect yourself and your loved ones from measles is by getting vacci-

nated. You should plan to be fully vaccinated at least 2 weeks before you depart. If your trip is less 
than 2 weeks away and you’re not protected against measles, you should still get a dose of MMR 
vaccine. The measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine protects against all 3 diseases. Two doses of 
MMR vaccine provide 97% protection against measles; one dose provides 93% protection.

from the CDC

On June 12, the Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) Blue Campaign announced 
a new partnership with the world’s largest 

airline pilot union, the Air Line Pilots Associa-
tion, Int’l (ALPA), along with the Department 
of Transportation (DOT) and U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) to fight human traffick-
ing through the Blue Lightning Initiative (BLI). 
Through an interactive training module, ALPA 
pilots can access the resources needed to help 
protect the basic right of freedom and bring those 
who exploit human lives to justice.

“U.S. Customs and Border Protection is 
proud to partner with those who stand up against 
human trafficking and exploitation, which has no 
place in society,” said Acting Commissioner John P. 
Sanders. “Through the Blue Lightning Initia-
tive, we are equipping a critical group of airline 
professionals who are in a unique position to 
identify and report signs of potential exploitation 
and trafficking to law enforcement authorities. 
Through partnerships like BLI, we can help stop 
human exploitation.”

“Public awareness is key to identifying 
and reporting human trafficking,” said U.S. Trans-
portation Secretary Elaine L. Chao.   “Each tip may 

Need more space than an apartment, condo 
or townhouse can offer, but not ready to 
buy? A single-family home rental may fit 

the bill. But not all home rental listings are legit, 
so here are some tip-offs and tools to help you 
avoid a rental scam.

According to National Rental Home 
Council (NRHC) members, who are owners of 
rental homes, scammers use a variety of tactics to 
get people’s money. 

Some hijack a real rental listing by chang-
ing the email address or other contact information 
and then placing the altered ad on another site. 
Others gain access to keys in lock boxes, make 
copies, and pose as legitimate rental agents. Still 
others may list a property that’s already leased 
and then try to collect application fees, security 

News Briefs
Prosecutors from the US, Colombia and Mexico strengthen their 
commitment to dismantling transnational criminal organization

Keys to avoiding home rental scams
By  COLLEEN TRESSLER, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC

deposits, and even the first month’s rent.
Here are some tips to help you avoid 

rental scams:
• Do an online search of the rental 

company. Enter its name plus words like “review,” 
“complaint” or “scam.” If you find bad reviews, you 
may want to look elsewhere.

• Got a good vibe? Rental home listings 
may appear in several places, including rental 
company websites and online listing services like 
like Zillow, Trulia or Craigslist. If you see a rental 
company’s listing on one of those online listing 
services, do a search of the home’s address to 
make sure it appears on the rental company’s 
website. If it doesn’t, it may be a scam.

• Compare prices. Is the rent a lot less 
than comparable rentals? That could be a red flag. 

• Take a tour. Ask for identification. 
Rental agents should have photo ID badges 
issued by the company that owns or manages the 
property.

• Nothing sketchy yet? Apply through 
the rental company, licensed real estate profes-
sional or listings website.

• Before you sign a lease, look for signs 
at the rental with the name of the property owner 
or manager. Call that company before making a 
deal with anyone. 

• Never pay with cash, wire transfers or 
gift cards. If anyone tells you to pay this way, it’s a 
sure sign of a scam. Wiring money is like sending 
cash — once you send it, you have no way to get 
it back. As for gift cards, they’re for gifts, NOT for 
payments. 

DHS partners with ALPA and others to fight human trafficking

make the difference in saving someone’s life.”
“As flightcrew members responsible for 

the operation of tens of thousands of flights across 
North America, airline pilots, working with our 
partner crewmembers, are uniquely positioned 
to help combat the vile act of human trafficking,” 
said Capt. Joe DePete, ALPA president. “Through 
our partnership with the Blue Lightning Initiative, 

ALPA pilots now have access to education and 
training that helps identify potential human traf-
ficking victims and alert the authorities.”

The Blue Lightning Initiative trains 
aviation industry personnel to identify potential 
traffickers and human trafficking victims and to 
report their suspicions to federal law enforcement. 
To date, more than 100,000 aviation industry 
personnel have been trained through the BLI, and 
actionable tips continue to be reported to law 
enforcement. 

BLI is led by DOT and U.S. CBP and is an 
element of the DHS Blue Campaign. 

LONG BEACH, CA.  The Ahmanson Foundation 
has pledged a generous funding grant to The 
Salvation Army’s Long Beach Red Shield Youth 

and Community Center Capital Project. 
The planned community center in Long 

Beach will benefit children, seniors, families and 
veterans with accessible resources and recreational 
programs with a fitness center, athletic field, class 
rooms and more. 

AHMANSON FOUNDATION PLEDGES FUNDING TO 
THE SALVATION ARMY’S LONG BEACH PROJECTS 

The site would also feature homeless 
services centered on the pillars of prevention, 
intervention and integration. 

The Ahmanson Foundation serves Los 
Angeles County by funding cultural projects in the 
arts and humanities, education at all levels, health 
care, programs related to homelessness and 
underserved populations as well as a wide range 
of human services. 

On June 12 to 14, in Cartagena, Colombia, prosecutors from Colombia, Mexico, and the United States came together for the 
second Transnational Criminal Organizations (TCO) Working Group.  The mission of the Working Group is to engage in specialized 
training and to develop joint strategies and best practices to dismantle the transnational criminal organizations that threaten the 
three nations.

During the Working Group, experienced prosecutors from the three nations benefited from trainings on international judicial 
cooperation and money laundering, and began developing a road map for the development or dissemination of best practices and 
effective strategies to dismantle these dangerous enterprises.  This effort is all the more critical given the increasing interconnected-
ness between Mexican cartels and Colombian drug trafficking organizations, which collaborate to improve their profits and ability to 
traffic narcotics, humans, weapons and other contraband into the United States, threatening its national security.

A Pennsylvania anesthesiologist pleaded guilty today to filing a false income tax return, announced Principal Deputy As-
sistant Attorney General Richard E. Zuckerman of the Justice Department’s Tax Division.

James G. Allen Jr., 53, admitted as part of his guilty plea that he filed false tax returns for himself and his wife for the years 
2010 through 2017 with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). He failed to report more than $3 million that the pair earned as anesthe-
siologists on their tax returns. According to the plea agreement, the false tax returns that Allen filed caused a loss to the government 
of more than $900,000.

Pennsylvania anesthesiologist pleads guilty to filing false tax returns

BOSTON – A U.S. citizen recently appeared in federal court in Boston after being extradited from Brazil in connection with a 
$2 million wire fraud scheme. 

Christopher Morris, 48, formerly of Lowell and Chelsea, was extradited from Brazil to Boston. Morris was detained following 
an initial appearance before U.S. Magistrate Judge M. Page Kelley. In November 2014, Morris was indicted on four counts of wire 
fraud and 12 counts of unlawful monetary transactions. Since 2013, Morris had been living in Uruguay and Brazil.

The indictment alleges that Morris, an accounting professional, participated in a wire fraud scheme targeting his employer, 
PBS Distribution (PBSd), a media distribution business with operations in Allston and elsewhere. 

The charge of wire fraud provides for a sentence of no greater than 20 years in prison, three years of supervised release, and 
a fine of $250,000 on each count. The government expects to move to dismiss the charges of unlawful monetary transactions under 
the Rule of Specialty, a doctrine of international law that permits prosecution upon extradition only as to charges authorized by the 
extraditing nation.

US citizen extradited from Brazil to face wire fraud charges

CONCORD - United States Attorney Scott W. Murray announced that Christopher Clough, 45, of Dover, New Hampshire was 
sentenced to 48 months for participating in a scheme in which he received kickbacks in exchange for prescribing a powerful fentanyl 
spray to patients in violation of federal law.  

Court filings and statements made in court established that Clough worked as a physician assistant in New Hampshire.  After 
being approached by a representative of a drug manufacturer in June of 2013, he became a frequent prescriber of a fentanyl spray 
that had been approved by the Food and Drug Administration to treat breakthrough cancer pain.   The Medicare program paid over 
$2.1 million for these prescriptions, and Tricare paid nearly $600,000.  Clough often prescribed the drug for patients who did not have 
breakthrough cancer pain.  Clough was convicted of one count of conspiracy and seven counts of receipt of kickbacks in relation to a 
federal healthcare program.

Former physician assistant sentenced to 48 months for kickback scheme
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Dear Family and Friends,

Death Leaves a Heartache No One can Heal
But Love leaves a Memory No One can Steal!
So here’s to the Memories of Ed and Me in Hawaii...
Also the view from our balcony at the Hale Koa Hotel in 
2004.

I am also sending as an attachment a poem 
 “I Heard your Voice in the Wind Today”
sent to me by my dear nephews, Daniel and Amy
which carries the feelings I have inside as I remember Ed
and miss him so dearly...

I chose the song “ SMILE” composed by Charlie Chaplin in 
1936;
John Turner and Geoffrey Parsons added the lyrics in 1954.
as I know Ed wants me to be happy and carry onward
as I continue my journey and SMILE rather than CRY for 
him.

                            SMILE

Smile though your heart is aching
Smile even though it’s breaking
When there are clouds in the sky, you’ll get by
If you smile through your fear and sorrow
Smile and maybe tomorrow
You’ll see the sun come shinning through for you

Light up your face with gladness
Hide every trace of sadness
Although a tear may be ever so near
That’s the time you must keep on trying
Smile, What’s the use of crying?
You’ll find that life is still worthwhile
If You Just SMILE.

We remembered Ed with a screening of “NEVER 
SURRENDER: THE ED RAMSEY STORY” on the eve of his 
birthday, May 8, 2019 at the Laemmele Royal Theater in 
Santa Monica, West Los Angeles, CA at 4:00-6:30 PM. A 
reception and a Q & A followed after the showing. The 
event was sponsored by the Collins and Katz YMCA.

Raqui

 Lt. Col. Edwin P. Ramsey remembered

YMCA Flyer for the screening of NEVER SURREN-
DER on May 8 at the Laemmele Royal Theater in 
Santa Monica, West Los Angeles, CA.

Ed and me in our favorite place, HAWAII and the 
view from our bedroom window.

Boxer laureate and international icon Senator Manny “Pacman” Pacquiao
returns to US to begin Phase 2 of training for world title fight against Keith Thurman

LOS ANGELES -- Manny days are here again!  Senator Manny 
“Pacman” Pacquiao (61-7-2, 39 KOs), the Philippines’ 
national treasure and boxing’s only eight-division world 

champion, returns to Freddie Roach’s Hollywood-based Wild 
Card Boxing Club to begin phase two of his training camp in 
preparation for his rumble with undefeated WBA  welterweight 
super champion Keith “One Time” Thurman (29-0, 22 KOs), from 
Clearwater, Florida  -- his third world championship fight in the 
past 12 months.  Pacquiao arrived in Los Angeles on  June 15 via 
Philippine Airlines.

What a whirlwind journey it has been for the Amazin’ 
Manny over the past 11 months.  It started out with him knock-
ing out defending WBA welterweight world champion Lucas 
Matthysse in the seventh round of  their July 15, 2018 bout, 
which took place at Axiata Arena in Kuala Lampur, Malaysia.  
He returned to the ring, at the MGM Grand Garden Arena, on 
January 19, and blitzed former four-division world champion 
Adrien Broner.  And next month, at age 40 -1/2, he will look 
to complete his world welterweight championship hat trick 
against Thurman.  And in between?  There has been no down 
time for Manny.  He maintains a schedule that keeps the inter-
national icon thriving.  Manny traveled to the United Kingdom 
at the invitations of the prestigious Oxford Union and Cambridge 
Union to speak about his life and answer questions from the 
student members on consecutive days.  Then it was back to the 
Philippines and his duties as a Senator.  

Up until last week’s Senate recess, it was 14 to 16-hour 
days divided into two-part rigorous training sessions and a full 
work day dedicated to his senatorial duties. Once the Philippine 
Senate session ended, on June 7, Team Pacquiao returned home 
to General Santos City to focus on training

 “At age forty I want to prove I can still beat an unde-
feated champion,” said Manny.  “I like being an underdog in this 
fight.  It is nothing new and it is fun.  I have been an underdog 
my entire life.  Keith Thurman does not scare me.  Keith Thurman 
does not intimidate me.  Keith Thurman has inspired me.  I am 
training harder than ever.  This is the biggest test of my career.  It 

is a story that is forty years in the making.”    
Now it’s back to Hollywood, California and his second 

home, Wild Card Boxing Club,  where Manny will endure the 
most intensive part of his training in preparation for his title 
fight against Thurman.  Holidays will be work days for this train-
ing camp.  Manny plans to hold off on celebrating July 4.  He will 
set off his fireworks when he steps into the ring with Thurman.

* * * * * 
Pacquiao and Thurman will battle in a welterweight 

world title attraction that headlines a PBC on FOX Sports Pay-
Per-View event beginning at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT.  In a battle 
of unbeatens, IBF super middleweight world champion Caleb 
“Sweethands” Plant (28-0, 10 KOs), from Nashville, will make 
the first defense of his title against the pride of the University of 
Notre Dame Mike Lee (21-0, 11 KOs), from Chicago, in the main 
event of FOX PBC Fight Night and on FOX Deportes preceding 
the Pay-Per-View and beginning at 7 p.m. ET/4 p.m. PT.  The 
respective world championship showdowns will take place on 
Saturday, July 20 at the MGM Grand Garden Arena. 

Five rounds of mitts with Freddie Roach, at Wild 
Card Gym in Los Angeles. (Photos by Wendell Alinea 
/MP Promotions)

Manny Pacquiao training at Griffith Park, Los An-
geles, (Photos by Wendell Alinea/MP Promotions)

Photo shows from L to R, Kathleen Lago, Western 
Regional Director of the DAV, Paula Levy, Dr. Mel 
Levy, and me. Behind us; Tamara Henry, Matt Haus-
le of Vanilla Fire Productions and Ann Samson, Di-
rector of the Collins and Katz YMCA. Matt Hause is 
the Director of NEVER SURRENDER.
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SUMMER 
IS 

HERE!
“Spring being a tough act to 
follow, God created June.” – 

Al Bernstein


