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News Briefs

MANILA -- President Rodrigo Roa Duterte 
recognizes the role of the Department of 
National Defense (DND) as a key contributor to 
the country’s peace and development through 
the years.

In a speech during DND’s 80th anniver-
sary celebration held at Camp General Emilio 
Aguinaldo in Quezon City on November 20th, 
President Duterte underscored the DND’s 
effective formulation and implementation of 
policies and efficient management of resources 
to ensure the nation’s safety and to protect its 
territorial integrity.

“On behalf of a grateful nation, I extend 
my sincerest thanks to you, the brave men and 
women of the DND, for successfully carrying 
out the sacred mandate to defend our country 
against external and internal threats and 
ensure peace and security,” he said.

The Federal Trade Commission has barred 
the developers of three “stalking” apps from 
selling apps that monitor consumers’ mobile 
devices unless they take certain steps to ensure 
the apps will only be used for legitimate 
purposes. The settlement resolves allegations 
that these apps compromised the privacy and 
security of the consumer devices on which they 
were installed.

The FTC’s proposed settlement also 
requires Retina-X Studios, LLC and its owner, 
James N. Johns, Jr., to delete the data they col-
lected from the stalking apps. The settlement 
prohibits Retina-X and Johns from promoting, 
selling, or distributing any monitoring app that 
requires users to circumvent a device’s security 
protections to install it, absent reasonable 
steps to ensure that the app is being used for 
legitimate purposes.

“This is our first action against a so-called 
‘stalking app,’” said Andrew Smith, Director 
of the FTC’s Bureau of Consumer Protection. 
“Although there may be legitimate reasons to 

According to the 2019 Open Doors Report 
on International Educational Exchange data 
released today by IIE and the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs, Brazil is the 9th leading country 
worldwide sending students to the United 
States, increasing by 9.8 percent, the second 
largest percentage increase in international 
students from any country worldwide between 
the school years ending in 2018 to 2019. The 
total number of international students in the 
United States increased by 0.5 percent, reaching 
a record high of 1,095,299 for the academic 
year 2018-2019, while U.S. students abroad 
increased by 2.7 percent in 2017-2018 over the 
previous year. The United States remains the 
top host of international students globally. The 
change in U.S. students in Brazil rose dramati-
cally by 29.9% to 2,699 from 2017 to 2018.

Chargé d’Affaires a.i. William Popp under-
lined the importance of international study for 
the U.S. Mission to Brazil:“Educational exchange 
between Brazil and the United States is a top 
priority for us. We are very pleased to see the 
increase in Brazilians choosing the United States 
as their study destination of choice and look 
forward to continued growth in our educational 
exchanges. Strong partnerships among U.S. 

The U.S. Census Bureau launched a national recruitment effort  to hire approximately 
500,000 temporary workers to help conduct the 2020 Census. Nearly 4,000 local recruiting 
events are scheduled to take place in communities across the nation.

Census takers will be hired to work in their communities and go door to door to collect 
responses from those who do not respond to the 2020 Census online, by phone or by mail. In 
certain remote areas like northern Maine and Alaska, census takers are the only way people 
can respond to the 2020 Census. These positions offer competitive pay, flexible hours, paid 
training and weekly paychecks.

The selection process for census taker positions begins in January 2020, with paid 
training occurring in March and April. Actual enumeration of non-responding households 
throughout the nation begins in May through early July.  - Census Bureau

WASHINGTON— U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) updated data  
(PDF, 756 KB) on arrests and apprehensions 
of illegal aliens who requested Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  

The release of this report reflects the 
agency’s ongoing focus on transparency. 
The report provides updated information 
on known arrests and apprehensions of 
DACA requestors. The data may include 
arrests that did not result in convictions 
or where the charges were dropped or 
otherwise dismissed. 

Among the findings of the release 
are the following:  

•  Nearly 110,000 DACA requestors 
out of nearly 889,000 (12%) had arrest 
records. Offenses in these arrest records 
include assault, battery, rape, murder and 
driving under the influence. 

•  Of approved DACA requestors with 
an arrest, 85% (67,861) of them were 
arrested or apprehended before their most 
recent DACA approval.

•  Of approved DACA requestors with 
an arrest, more than 31% (24,898) of them 
had more than one arrest.  -  USCIS

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The world’s TOP500 Supercomputers were unveiled recently, and 
once again asserted U.S. supremacy in supercomputing. The Summit machine at DOE’s Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory again ranked first in the world, and Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory’s Sierra machine ranked second. In total, four of the ten fastest computers belong 
to U.S. National Laboratories, with Los Alamos and Sandia Labs’ Trinity machine at 7th place 
and Lawrence Livermore’s Lassen machine at 10th place.

Secretary of Energy Rick Perry issued the following statement: “Today’s world super-
computer rankings once again confirms U.S. leadership in high-performance computing and 
scientific discovery. Led in large part by the extraordinary work of DOE’s National Laboratories, 
these astonishing capabilities hold enormous promise for our country, and will transform our 
science, boost our economy, and safeguard our national security. High performance comput-
ing has become increasingly competitive internationally, with the growing recognition of 
supercomputers’ value as tools not only of national security, but also drivers of discovery and 
innovation.  I am pleased to have supported and championed US supercomputing prowess 
during my tenure as Secretary, and count our continuing leadership in this field one of the 
accomplishments of which I am most proud.” - U.S. Department of Energy 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte delivers his speech during the 80th anniversary of the 
Department of National Defense at Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo in Quezon City on 
November 20, 2019.  (Ace Morandante/Presidential Photo)

DUTERTE: DEFENSE 
DEPT. PLAYS KEY ROLE IN 

PEACE, DEVELOPMENT
The President said he is hopeful that such 

milestone will inspire them to work harder for 
an environment that will be the bedrock of a 
safer and more prosperous society for the pres-
ent and future generations of Filipinos.

The Chief Executive then noted the DND’s 
indispensable participation in humanitarian 
and disaster response, peace and development, 
socio-economic growth, and nation building, 
which he said, are vital to the country’s journey 
towards lasting progress.

“The Filipino nation will always remember 
you in their hearts for pursuing this noble task 
that puts you at the forefront of combating 
elements that threaten our freedom and demo-
cratic way of life,” President Duterte said.

At the same time, he assured the depart-
ment of his administration’s support for the 
implementation of the modernization program 

of the military by working with Congress 
towards the enactment of legislative measures 
that will further enhance its capabilities.

In renewing his commitment to modern-
ize the country’s armed forces, the President 
vowed to leave the presidency with a highly 
capable military.

“I only have two years left. I want to leave 
my presidency with a comfortable heart that 
you have been given — I’m referring now to 
the Armed Forces,” President Duterte said.

“Almost all that you asked from me in the 
past and present, I gave it. All.”

But to achieve an effective national 
defense, the President asked the defense 
department and the military to get rid of cor-
ruption and red tape in the bureaucracy as they 
hamper the government’s ability to carry out its 
modernization initiatives.

2020 Census nationwide recruitment 
campaign gets underway

United States continues to 
lead world in supercomputing

FTC brings first case against developers of “stalking” apps

track a phone, these apps were designed to 
run surreptitiously in the background and are 
uniquely suited to illegal and dangerous uses. 
Under these circumstances, we will seek to hold 
app developers accountable for designing and 
marketing a dangerous product.”

The FTC alleges that Retina-X and Johns 
developed three mobile device apps that 
allowed purchasers to monitor the mobile 
devices on which they were installed, without 

the knowledge or permission of the device’s 
user. Retina-X and Johns marketed one of the 
apps, called MobileSpy, to monitor employees 
and children. 

Retina-X promoted two other apps, called 
PhoneSheriff and TeenShield, to monitor mobile 
devices used by children. Retina-X sold more 
than 15,000 subscriptions to all three stalking 
apps before the company stopped selling them 
in 2018.

Brazil is now the 9th leading country worldwide 
sending students to the United States

and Brazilian institutions like EducationUSA, 
Fulbright, CAPES and others have helped make 
this increase possible.”

The U.S. Mission in Brazil recently cel-
ebrated International Education Week with sev-
eral initiatives and opportunities for Brazilian 
students to learn more about studying in the 
United States.  EducationUSA will also launch 
the Oportunidades Academicas program, which 
has benefitted hundreds of Brazilian under-
privileged students of high academic excellence 
to apply for undergraduate programs in the 
United States. - US Embassy in  Brazil 

USCIS releases report on 
arrest histories of illegal aliens 

who request DACA

MICROSOFT TO CREATE A.I. LAB FOR THAI FARMERS
Microsoft signed an agreement last week with the Thai government to establish 
an artificial intelligence (AI) laboratory that will create advanced solutions for Thai 
farmers and the Kingdom’s smart city program.

2
U.S. CONSULATE PROVIDES ENGLISH TRAINING AND OPPORTUNITIES TO 
STUDENTS IN PAKISTAN
The U.S. Consulate in Karachi welcomed 125 students to the two year “English 
Access Microscholarship Program” in Karachi as part of the consulate’s ongo-
ing $8 million investment to empower and educate young people in Sindh and 
Balochistan.

3

PHILIPPINE VISITOR ARRIVALS REACH 6.16 MILLION
According to the latest data released by the Department of Tourism (DOT) in its 
monthly report, the Philippines received a total of 6,161,503 visitors from January 
to September 2019, indicating a 14.37 percent increase from the 5,387,458 arrivals 
for the same period last year. 

4

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT INTERNET FRAUD
Internet fraud is the use of Internet services or software with Internet access to 
defraud victims or to otherwise take advantage of them. Internet crime schemes 
steal millions of dollars each year from victims and continue to plague the Internet 
through various methods

6
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Microsoft signed an agreement last week with the Thai govern-
ment to establish an artificial intelligence (AI) laboratory 
that will create advanced solutions for Thai farmers and the 

Kingdom’s smart city program.
The agreement was signed just days after the government allo-

cated over $3 billion for a smart farmer program that would teach grow-
ers how to use technology and marketing to maximize their capabilities. 
Thailand’s farmers play an important role in global food security, as the 
Kingdom is the only net food exporter in Asia.

Microsoft concluded the agreement for the AI lab with the Ministry 
of Digital Economy and Society. “We signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) for the project and are in the process of developing it,” 
said Dhanuwat Suthumpun, Managing Director of Microsoft Thailand.

Dhanawut said the project would give locals access to the AI 
lab, where they could use AI and tech programs from other countries. 
Microsoft expects that entrepreneurs engaged in startups would be 
among the users.

The company is working with the Ministry’s Digital Economy Pro-
motion Agency to localize knowledge and programs for the agriculture 
sector and smart city initiative.

Microsoft also signed a separate MoU with the Ministry of Higher 

GUILIN, China - The World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO), the Pacific Asia 
Travel Association (PATA) and the People’s 

Government of Guilin (China) held the 13th 
UNWTO/PATA Forum on Tourism Trends and Out-
look in Guilin last October. Over 170 participants 
from 23 countries/regions came together to 
share their knowledge and experience around 
the theme ‘Beyond Gateways: Dispersal policies, 
capacity management, and rural tourism’. 

UNWTO Executive Director Manuel Butler 
said at the Opening Ceremony, “today we 
gather in the Chinese city of Guilin to present 
our latest tourism research and to discuss 
dispersal policies, capacity management and 
the efforts to better understand and prevent the 
phenomenon of overcrowding is some urban 
destinations.”

International tourist arrivals in Asia and 
the Pacific grew 7% in 2018 to reach a total of 

LONDON, United Kingdom – The World Tour-
ism Organization (UNWTO), in collabora-
tion with UN Women, The German Society 

for International Cooperation (GIZ), World Bank 
Group and Amadeus, has launched the long-
awaited second edition of the Global Report on 
Women in Tourism. The publication highlights 
the progress the global tourism sector has made 
in advancing gender equality, with key case 
studies and statistics gathered from around the 
world.

Microsoft will create AI lab for 
Thai farmers and smart cities

Education, Science, Research and Innovation to establish digital training 
courses at local universities.

A total of 25 Thai universities have already agreed to work with 
Microsoft to fine tune the courses, while another 200 have expressed interest 
in working with the company on curricula in the future.

“The time has come for AI in Thailand,” Dhanuwat said.

Photo courtesy of https://news.microsoft.com/

TOURISM LEADING OTHER GLOBAL SECTORS IN ADVANCING GENDER EQUALITY
The key findings show that:
• The majority of the tourism 

workforce worldwide is female: 54% of people 
employed in tourism are women compared to 
39% in the broader economy

• The wage-gap is smaller in the tour-
ism sector: Women in tourism earn 14.7% less 
than men compared to 16.8% in the broader 
economy

• Tourism offers women more op-
portunities for leadership roles: 23% of tourism 

Ministers are female compared to 20.7% of 
Ministers overall

The report also highlights how more and 
more women are challenging gender stereo-
types in the sector.

Technology has also been a catalyst for 
empowerment, providing women with access to 
more training opportunities and stimulating fe-
male entrepreneurship through easier access to 
the tourism market. - World Tourist Organization 

UNWTO joins Asia-Pacific sector leaders 
to address overcrowding in urban destinations

348 million, one fourth of the world’s total. Asia 
recorded the strongest growth in international 
arrivals in the period 2000 to 2018, much of 
which has been fuelled by China, the world’s 
top source market. Chinese citizens made about 
150 million international trips in 2018.

During the Keynote Session on sustain-
able tourism, Vincent Nijs from VisitFlanders 
(Belgium) discussed the transformational 
power of tourism in the context of a new future 
vision for tourism, including how flourishing 
destinations find a positive balance for the 
traveler, host and place.

Among the topics discussed at the Forum 
were the applications of big data to tourism 
measurement and dispersal policies, the 
integration of tourism with culture and creative 
industries, policies for managing sustainable 
tourism growth, capacity management and 
rural tourism. -  UNWTO

The 13th UNWTO/PATA Forum on Tourism Trends and Outlook held in Guilin, Chi-
na last October.
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Interested in learning about diplomacy, 
exploring global issues, community 
activism and American culture? Then you 

should apply for the 2020 Benjamin Franklin 
Summer Institute at Purdue University in 
West Lafayette, Indiana. The fellowship 
takes place from the end of June to the end 
of July 2020 (exact dates will be commu-
nicated later),all costs will be paid for. The 
application deadline is February 10, 2020.

Interested in applying yourself? These 
are the important qualifications:

•  You must be 16, 17, or 18 years of 
age at the start of the program;

•  You must have Swiss Nationality or 
hold a C-permit (American citizens and dual 

The U.S. showered praise on Thailand for its performance as chair 
country of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 
2019 as the group’s second summit this year came to a close in 

Bangkok.
“Thailand has proven itself as an excellent chair this year, and we 

congratulate Thailand on its success,” David Stilwell, Assistant Secretary of 
State for the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, told the Bangkok Post 
in an interview.

The ten leaders of the ASEAN countries met in Bangkok on Novem-
ber 4-5 for their second summit of this year, the East Asia Summit, and 
related high-level meetings. The East Asia Summit (EAS) includes ASEAN 
and the leaders of its eight dialogue partners in the Asia and Pacific 
regions: Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, Russia, South Korea, 
and the United States.

Speaking as the summit opened, Stilwell lauded Thailand for its role 
in fostering consensus to produce ASEAN’s Outlook on the Indo-Pacific, a 
visionary document that differs from but complements the U.S. strategy 
for the region. “We expect that Thailand will use its position as chair of 
the East Asia Summit and related meetings to lead the region to a strong, 
unified view on addressing its most pressing issues, including DPRK de-
nuclearization, the Rakhine state crisis, and ongoing escalation of disputes 

KARACHI -- The U.S. Consulate in Karachi welcomed 125 students to the two year “English 
Access Microscholarship Program” in Karachi. This is part of the consulate’s ongoing $8 million 
investment to empower and educate young people in Sindh and Balochistan by providing 

professional development, leadership training, and strong English language skills.
Since 2006, the U.S. Consulate in Karachi has sponsored English language programs in Kotri, 

Hyderabad, Jamshoro, Gwadar, Sukkur, Jacobabad, and Pishin for underprivileged students in those 
communities. As a result, these programs have graduated more than 10,000 students in Sindh and 
Balochistan and they have made significant impacts in the lives of program participants.

English Access Microscholarship recipients are high-achieving students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, for whom English represents a plethora of opportunities. The program focuses on 
enhancing business communication skills to improve students’ employment and educational pros-
pects, and, in many cases, their ability to support their families. Alumni include educators, police 
officers, healthcare professionals, lawyers, and are making a difference in Sindh, Balochistan, and 
throughout Pakistan. - US Embassy in Pakistan 

Senator Manny Pacquiao visits the earthquake-affected municipalities in North 
Cotabato, Philippines on Friday. The fighting senator who hails from the same 
region also gave away relief goods and sanitary facilities to the families in the 
different evacuation centers. Several earthquakes and aftershocks hit the some 
parts of Mindanao in the southern part of the archipelago recently.

Asisstant United States Attorney
USAO Northern District of California
Northern District of California
San Francisco, California
Announcement #: 20-NDCA-10652013-ES

Employment with the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office is a unique and challenging experience 
for the highly motivated attorney.  It is an 
opportunity to litigate a broad range of cases 
involving significant, complex issues on behalf 
of the United States in federal. Working in the 
Criminal Division, you will be part of a dedicated 
team helping to enforce Federal criminal laws 
that protect life, liberty, and property.

The U.S. Department of State is accepting 
applications for Foreign Service Information 
Management Technical Specialists - Uni-
fied Communications (IMTS-UC) positions.

 Foreign Service IMTS-UC are responsible 
for the installation, repair, and maintenance of 
a wide range of telecommunications and com-
puter systems. They frequently make on-site 
repairs or devise novel solutions to equipment 
problems in the field. They may be required 
to work on equipment outside their area of 
specialty, such as radio equipment, and are 
required to travel frequently. Submit completed 
application by December 31, 2019. 

 

 Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) 
Civil Division (CIV)
United States Attorney’s Office (USAO)
Nashville, Tennessee
Announcement #: 19-MDTN-CIV-08
Application Deadline: December 17, 2019

The Middle District of Tennessee is 
currently seeking applicants to fill an Assistant 
United States Attorney (AUSA) position for an 
experienced civil litigator to work in the Civil 
Division.  This is a permanent full-time position 
and will focus primarily on Affirmative Civil 
Enforcement (ACE) matters.

US praises Thai role in ASEAN as summit concludes

in the South China Sea,” Stilwell said.
Stilwell added that ASEAN’s Outlook “shows great convergence 

with the values that the United States has upheld and championed over 
the past 70 years of our presence in the Indo-Pacific, including openness, 
transparency, inclusiveness, good governance, and respect for interna-
tional law.” - Royal Thai Embassy 

Photo courtesy of  https://www.asean2019.go.th

US consulate provides English training 
and opportunities to 125 students

Call for applications for the 
2020 Benjamin Franklin Summer Institute

Swiss-American citizens are not eligible to 
apply);

•   You must be proficient in English, as 
demonstrated in a personal interview or by 
the results of a standardized test;

•  You must indicate a serious interest 
in learning about the United States.

SEN. MANNY PACQUIAO COTOBATO EARTHQUAKE RELIEF OPERATIONS Classified Ads



International News Media NOVEMBER  20194

US Embassy Cultural Attaché Ana Duque-Higgins recently 
inaugurated y the “XXII Colloquium on women: Spain – USA, 
new configurations of bullying,” a meeting organized by the 

American Space and the International Institute with the support of 
the Embassy.  Event participants included speakers Michele Ybarra, 
CEO and Director of Research of the Center for Innovative Public 
Health Research, and Judith Velasco, forensic psychologist at the 
University of Córdoba. Over two hours, the experts analyzed bullying 
and particularly bullying against girls before an audience of educa-
tors and also explained ways to combat it. -- US Embassy in Spain

MANILA – The Philippine tourism industry remains in a sweet spot as the country’s 
inbound visitor count continues to see an upward trend, surpassing the six million 
mark at the end of September 2019. 

According to the latest data released by the Department of Tourism (DOT) in its monthly 
report, the Philippines received a total of 6,161,503 visitors from January to September 2019, 
indicating a 14.37 percent increase from the 5,387,458 arrivals for the same period last year. 

A total of 606,553 visitor arrivals were recorded by DOT for September, which is still 
widely considered a lean month in the Philippines in terms of tourism. This number poses a 
double–digit growth of 17.09 percent compared to the 518,041 visitor count for September 
2018. 

Among the recent recognitions given to the Philippines this year is the 8th spot on 
the 20 Most Favorite Countries in the World of the Condé Nast Traveler (CNT) Readers’ Choice 
Awards, where the Philippines earned a 90.63 score among the 600,000 readers of the New 
York–based luxury and travel magazine. 

The Philippines was also hailed as Asia’s Leading Dive Destination by the prestigious 
2019 World Travel Awards (WTA) in its Asia and Oceania gala held last October in Phu Quoc, 
Vietnam. Subsequently, DOT was awarded as Asia’s Leading Tourism Board by WTA in the same 
event for the significant increase in tourist arrivals for the Philippines in 2018. 

The Japan Tourism Awards (JTA) also presented DOT with its Excellent Partner Award for 
the agency&pos;s crucial role in the closure and successful rehabilitation of the tourist–favor-
ite Boracay Island. The award was received at the opening of the Tourism Expo Japan (TEJ) last 
month. 

On November 7 at the United Nations, 
Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla 
described the deteriorating scenario in 

the U.S-Cuba relations. He stated that the cur-
rent administration “uses falsehoods and lies as 
a pretext to increase its aggression”.

Rodríguez Parrilla made emphasis on 
the measures that in the past months have 
contributed to the increasing of the economic, 
commercial and financial blockade that the 
United States has imposed on the Island for over 
60 years. But, “what other actions by the U.S. 
Government have an impact on the relationship 
between both countries?”

Carlos Fernández de Cossío, General Direc-

Xi Jinping noted, the continuous radical, violent and criminal activities 
in Hong Kong have severely trampled on the rule of law and social 
order, severely undermined Hong Kong’s stability and prosperity, 

and challenged the bottom line of “one country, two systems” policy. The 
most urgent task for Hong Kong at present is to end violence and chaos 
and restore order. We will continue to firmly support Chief Executive in 
governing Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in accordance with 
law, and support the Hong Kong police in strictly enforcing law, and sup-
port the Hong Kong judicial organs in bringing violent criminals to justice 

PHL visitor arrivals reach 6.16M The United States denies and delays visas to Cuban diplomats 
and compels us to act in reciprocity, states Fernández de Cossío

tor for U.S. Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, accepted to talk briefly with Cuba and 
debate on the elements that in the diplomatic 
arena confirm a hostile environment after the 
reestablishment of relations on December 
17, 2014. The Minister was explicit when he 
described several developments that prove this 
escalation. It is true that the emphasis placed 
by him on that occasion, was associated mainly 
with the measures of the economic, commercial 
and financial blockade that seeks to asphyxiate 
our economy and harm the Cuban people. How-
ever, the deterioration in the bilateral relations 
is also present in other actions taken by the U.S. 
government. CARLOS FERNÁNDEZ DE COSSÍO

Xi Jinping: The most urgent task for HK is to end violence
according to law. The Chinese government is determined to safeguard 
national sovereignty, security and development interests, implement the 
“one country, two systems” policy, and opposes any foreign interference 
in Hong Kong affairs. - Embassy of the PRC in the U.S. 

EMBASSY CONNECTS WITH EDUCATORS 
TO COMBAT BULLYING
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INM Book Choices
Taste of Home Holiday Celebrations

In this festive Caldecott Honor–winning 
picture book, Alice Dalgiesh brings to life 
the origin of the Thanksgiving holiday for 

readers of all ages.
Giles, Constance and Damaris Hopkins are 

all passengers aboard the crowded Mayflower, 
journeying to the New World to start a new life. 
Things get a little more cramped when their 

The holiday season is the best time of year 
to gather with friends and family, enjoy 
one another’s company and sample lots 

of delightful foods! Each year, new memories 
are made when loved ones come together for 
festive parties and heartwarming meals. Now 
it’s easier than ever to enjoy Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve with friends and 
family with the 100 incredible recipes in “Taste 
of Home Holiday Celebrations.” 

Kick off the holiday season with a 
beautiful Thanksgiving feast full of impressive 
yet easy-to-make dishes. In the Thanksgiving 
Menus section, you’ll find everything you need 
for a memorable meal. Turn here for all-time 
classic Turkey Day specialties as well as a few 
new dishes certain to become family favorites.

You’ll be happy to continue that warm 
holiday feel in December, thanks to the impres-
sive fare in the chapter Christmas Favorites! 
These elegant recipes promise to help you set 
the ideal yuletide table. Entrees, side dishes, 
desserts and, of course, plenty of buttery cook-
ies will make this year’s feast one to remember.

Celebrate one last hurrah for the year at 
your New Year’s party. Turn to New Year’s Enter-

LOS ANGELES – The Chinese Lantern Festival 
returns for the holiday season to the 
Pomona Fairplex with its brand-new illumi-

nated production themed “Blooming Seasons”.  
Bigger and brighter stunning lanterns, up to 30 
feet high, include an 85-foot-wide lantern arch, 
100-yard-long breathtaking Ceramic Chinese 
Dragon, along with ridable “mythical creatures” 
children’s rides — all  on display from the Glade 
to Lagoon at Fairplex Pomona (1101 W. McKin-
ley Ave., Pomona, CA 91768) from Thursday, 

The Magical Chinese Lantern Festival returns 
to light the night at the Pomona Fairplex

Presented by Hanart Culture, the handcrafted lantern display will feature over 1,000 
lanterns inspired by the four seasons, live entertainment and fun for the whole family

November 21 - Sunday, January 5, 2020. 
Inspired by the art of Chinese lantern 

making, dating back 2,000 years ago, guests 
will experience a vibrant light show with 
mixed-media lanterns. Throughout the hillside, 
brilliant lanterns depicting the Amazon Jungle, 
fruit tree groves, peach blossoms, maple leaves, 
poppies, cactuses, squirrels, foxes, and more.  

Each lantern is made of modern materials 
and eco-friendly technology with brilliantly-lit 
colored LED lightbulbs, musical enhancements 

and sound effects, plus visual moving parts to 
create larger-than-life imaginative shapes.  

The Magical Chinese Lantern Festival will 
also feature:

- Mythical creature rides for children 
- Food and concessions 
- Authentic live Chinese folk musical 

concert and traditional dance show  
- Holiday displays, including your 

photo taken with lantern Santa Claus
- Folk art souvenir booths

LOS ANGELES, CA — Create unforgettable 
memories and become part of the story 
when Disney On Ice presents Mickey’s 

Search Party comes to Southern California this 
holiday season!  This brand-new immersive 
ice skating experience brings the magic closer 
to fans than ever before through engaging 
elements that take place on the ice, in the air 
and in the seats, as performer athleticism mixes 
with acrobatic and aerial stunts to bring skating 
skills to new heights.  

An exciting participatory adventure 
told through multi-leveled performances 
that immerse fans into the fantastic worlds of 
Disney-Pixar’s Coco, Frozen, Moana, Beauty and 
the Beast, Aladdin, Toy Story and The Little Mer-
maid, this all-new show will be skating into the 
Southland playing L.A, Anaheim, Long Beach 
and Ontario from December 12th – January 5th!

Embark on a quest with Mickey Mouse 
and pals as they follow Captain Hook’s treasure 
map for clues to find Tinker Bell after he at-
tempts to capture her magic.  Journey across the 
Marigold Bridge with Miguel from Disney-Pix-

Disney On Ice presents ‘Mickey’s Search Party’ is coming to SoCal
ar’s Coco into the magnificent and mystical Land 
of the Dead and discover a vibrantly colorful 
performance with skeletons atop sway poles 
dancing over the audience in a beautiful cultural 
celebration of family.  Travel to the wintry world 
of Arendelle and sing along with Elsa as video 
projection creates a kaleidoscope of crystals to 
help build her ice palace.  Witness Belle lift into 
the sky as the enchanted chandelier comes to 
life high over the ice for onlookers seated above 

and below.  Board the Jolly Roger and laugh 
hysterically as the hilarious pirates flip, tumble, 
and twist on air tracks, stilts and more in an ef-
fort to showcase their talents for Captain Hook.  
Sail away with Moana on her daring voyage 
across the ocean and bravely encounter the 
fiery wrath of Te Ka.   And make memories with 
your whole family during Aladdin, Toy Story and 
The Little Mermaid as the search party becomes 
an all-out magical celebration!

taining for savory appetizers, festive beverages 
and sweet surprises that promise to make your 
buffet the life of the party.

No matter what holiday you’re hosting, 
the must-try recipes in “Taste of Home Holiday 
Celebrations” are sure to dazzle your guests and 
spread good cheer among family and friends!

The Thanksgiving Story
By ALICE DALGIESH

baby brother Oceanus is born during the pas-
sage. However, when they arrive, there are even 
worse challenges to face as the Pilgrims are 
subjected to hunger, cold, and sickness that put 
their small colony in great danger. With the help 
of the Native Americans though, they might 
just be able to survive their first year in this 
strange land—and have a November harvest to 
celebrate for.

SPIRITUAL CORNER
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Norovirus is a very contagious virus 
that causes vomiting and diarrhea. 
People of all ages can get infected 

and sick with norovirus. Norovirus spreads 
easily! People with norovirus illness can shed 
billions of norovirus particles. And only a few 
virus particles can make other people sick. 

You can help protect yourself and 
others from norovirus by washing your 
hands thoroughly with soap and water and 
following other simple prevention tips.

There is currently no vaccine to prevent 
norovirus; although, this is an area of active 
research.

Practice proper hand hygiene
Wash your hands thoroughly with 

soap and water
•  especially after using the toilet or 

changing diapers
•  always before eating, preparing, or 

handling food, and
•  before giving yourself or someone 

else medicine.

Internet fraud is the use of Internet services or software with Internet 
access to defraud victims or to otherwise take advantage of them. 
Internet crime schemes steal millions of dollars each year from victims 

and continue to plague the Internet through various methods. Several 
high-profile methods include the following:

• Business E-Mail Compromise (BEC): A sophisticated scam 
targeting businesses working with foreign suppliers and companies that 
regularly perform wire transfer payments. The scam is carried out by com-
promising legitimate business e-mail accounts through social engineering 
or computer intrusion techniques to conduct unauthorized transfers of 
funds.

• Data Breach: A leak or spill of data which is released from a 
secure location to an untrusted environment. Data breaches can occur 
at the personal and corporate levels and involve sensitive, protected, or 
confidential information that is copied, transmitted, viewed, stolen, or 
used by an individual unauthorized to do so.

• Denial of Service: An interruption of an authorized user’s ac-
cess to any system or network, typically one caused with malicious intent.

• E-Mail Account Compromise (EAC): Similar to BEC, this scam 
targets the general public and professionals associated with, but not lim-
ited to, financial and lending institutions, real estate companies, and law 
firms. Perpetrators of EAC use compromised e-mails to request payments 
to fraudulent locations.

IOC awards Japan Consortium (JC) the broad-
cast rights in Japan for the Olympic Games 
during the period from 2026 to 2032.

The broadcaster has acquired the 
exclusive television and digital broadcast rights 
with a commitment to broadcast its most 
comprehensive coverage ever across all media 
platforms, including every single Olympic 
sport, with unprecedented digital content and 
Olympic Games coverage on free-to-air national 
television channels.  

IOC President Thomas Bach said: “With 
the eyes of the world focused on the upcoming 
Olympic Games in Tokyo, we are delighted to 

IOC unveils composition of the Commission 
that will support the organisation of the 
Olympic Winter Games Milano Cortina 2026.

Olympian and IOC Member Sari Essayah, 
from Finland, will chair the Commission, leading 
a gender-balanced group composed of other 
IOC members who are not on the IOC Executive 
Board, as well as representatives of the athletes, 
International Federations, National Olympic 
Committees and the International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC).

A race walker at the Olympic Games Bar-
celona 1992 and Atlanta 1996, the 52-year-old 
Essayah was chosen as Finnish sportswoman of 
the year in 1993 and 1994, and elected as an IOC 

At first, scammers tried to get you to wire them money. Then, they demanded payment with 
gift cards. Now, scammers are luring people into paying them with Bitcoin – a type of digital 
money or cryptocurrency. Read on to learn how to spot and avoid some of the top ways scam-

mers are trying to get you to pay with Bitcoin.
1. Blackmail Scam. Someone says they know about an alleged affair, or something else 

embarrassing to you, and demands payments with Bitcoin or another cryptocurrency in exchange 
for keeping quiet. This scammers might use threats, intimidation, and high-pressure tactics to get 
you to pay right away. But, as we wrote in this blog post, that’s not only a scam, but also a criminal 
extortion attempt. Report it to the local police, the FBI, and the FTC at ftc.gov/complaint.

2. Online Chain Referral Schemes. This type of scam works like a chain letter: someone prom-
ises that you’ll make money if you pay into the scheme. But, in a twist, these scammers say you have 
to use cryptocurrency to pay for the right to recruit other people into the chain…so that you’ll then 
be rewarded with more cryptocurrency. Except you won’t. Instead, you’re guaranteed to lose money.

3. Bogus Investment and Business Opportunities. Someone might offer you investment and 
business opportunities that promise to make you big money, or give you financial freedom. But 
remember, only a scammer will guarantee that you will make money — in dollars or in cryptocur-
rency.

Health Tips

SCAM ALERT
By CRISTINA MIRANDA

 Division of Consumer and Business Education, FTC

Norovirus can be found in your vomit 
or poop even before you start feeling sick. 
The virus can stay in your poop for 2 weeks 
or more after you feel better. It is important 
to continue washing your hands often 
during this time.

You can use alcohol-based hand 
sanitizers in addition to hand washing. 
But, you should not use hand sanitizer as 
a substitute for washing your hands with 
soap and water. Hand sanitizers aren’t as 
effective as washing hands with soap and 
water at removing norovirus particles. 

When you are sick, do not prepare 
food or care for others

You should not prepare food for 
others or provide healthcare while you are 
sick and for at least 2 days after symptoms 
stop. This also applies to sick workers in 
restaurants, schools, daycares, long-term 
care facilities, and other places where they 
may expose people to norovirus. -  CDC 

What you should know about internet fraud
• Malware/Scareware: Malicious software that is intended to 

damage or disable computers and computer systems. Sometimes scare 
tactics are used by the perpetrators to solicit funds from victims.

• Phishing/Spoofing: Both terms deal with forged or faked elec-
tronic documents. Spoofing generally refers to the dissemination of e-mail 
which is forged to appear as though it was sent by someone other than the 
actual source. Phishing, also referred to as vishing, smishing, or pharming, 
is often used in conjunction with a spoofed e-mail. It is the act of sending 
an e-mail falsely claiming to be an established legitimate business in an 
attempt to deceive the unsuspecting recipient into divulging personal, 
sensitive information such as passwords, credit card numbers, and bank 
account information after directing the user to visit a specified website. 
The website, however, is not genuine and was set up only as an attempt to 
steal the user’s information.

• Ransomware: A form of malware targeting both human and 
technical weaknesses in organizations and individual networks in an effort 
to deny the availability of critical data and/or systems. Ransomware is 
frequently delivered through spear phishing emails to end users, resulting 
in the rapid encryption of sensitive files on a corporate network. When 
the victim organization determines they are no longer able to access their 
data, the cyber perpetrator demands the payment of a ransom, typically 
in virtual currency such as Bitcoin, at which time the actor will purportedly 
provide an avenue to the victim to regain access to their data.  - FBI

Japan Consortium wins broadcast rights 
in Japan for Olympic Games

continue and strengthen our partnership with 
a long-term broadcast partner which has suc-
cessfully promoted the Olympic values in Japan 
since the last time the Olympic Games were in 
Tokyo, in 1964.” 

“We, as the JC, were able to acquire the 
broadcast rights for the four Summer and 
Winter Olympic Games this time. NHK aims 
to deliver ‘the highest level of broadcasting 
and services’ at Tokyo 2020,” commented NHK 
President Ryoichi Ueda. 

JBA President Yoshio Okubo further com-
mented: “We are pleased to announce that the 
Japan Consortium has been awarded broadcast 

rights for four Olympic Games scheduled for 
2026 and onwards. The JC, along with the Japan 
Pool (JP), its predecessor, has been instrumental 
in bringing the splendour of the Olympic Games 
to Japanese audiences over the years.”

IOC unveils Olympic Winter Games commission

member in 2016.
IOC President Thomas Bach said: “Milano 

Cortina’s project is completely aligned with 
Olympic Agenda 2020 and its vision for cost-
effective Games that take advantage of existing 
facilities and expertise. This Coordination Com-

mission, under the leadership of Sari Essayah, 
holds the necessary combination of knowledge 
and skills to partner with the local organisers in 
unlocking the full potential of this project. They 
will work hand in hand for an unforgettable 
experience for athletes and fans, and an indel-
ible positive legacy for the hosts.”

Commission Chair Sari Essayah com-
mented: “It is a pleasure and a privilege to be 
able to work with such a talented group of 
people. We look forward to employing our ex-
perience in helping the Olympic Winter Games 
Milano Cortina 2026 organisers achieve their 
goals of sustainable development and a more 
active society. “
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Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday celebrated on various dates in the United States, Canada, 
some of the Caribbean islands, and Liberia. It began as a day of giving thanks and sacrifice for 
the blessing of the harvest and of the preceding year. Similarly named festival holidays occur in 

Germany and Japan. Thanksgiving is celebrated on the second Monday of October in Canada and on 
the fourth Thursday of November in the United States, and around the same part of the year in other 
places. Although Thanksgiving has historical roots in religious and cultural traditions, it has long 
been celebrated as a secular holiday as well.

UNITED STATES
Thanksgiving in the United States was observed on various dates throughout history. From the 

time of the Founding Fathers until the time of Lincoln, the date Thanksgiving was observed varied 
from state to state. The final Thursday in November had become the customary date in most U.S. 
states by the beginning of the 19th century, coinciding with and eventually superseding the existing 
holiday of Evacuation Day (a day commemorating the British exit from the United States following 
the Revolutionary War).

 Modern Thanksgiving was first officially called for in all states in 1863 by a presidential 
proclamation of Abraham Lincoln. Influenced by the campaigning of author Sarah Josepha Hale, 
who wrote letters to politicians for around 40 years trying to make it an official holiday, Lincoln pro-
claimed a national Thanksgiving on the final Thursday in November, explicitly in celebration of the 
bounties that had continued to fall on the Union and for the military successes in the war. Because 
of the ongoing Civil War, a nationwide Thanksgiving date was not realized until Reconstruction was 
completed in the 1870s.

On October 31, 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a presidential proclamation 
changing the holiday to the next to last Thursday in November, for business reasons.[28] On De-
cember 26, 1941, he signed a joint resolution of Congress changing the national Thanksgiving Day 
from the last Thursday in November to the fourth Thursday. Since 1971, when the American Uniform 
Monday Holiday Act took effect, the American observance of Columbus Day has coincided with the 
Canadian observance of Thanksgiving. -Source: Wikipedia 

GWEN STEFANI. Enjoy a live concert 
by Grammy winner Gwen Stefani during 
your Vegas vacation. With 23 different 
seating sections to choose from, you can 
easily find a spot that’s within your budget 
and offers great visibility of the former No 
Doubt front woman. Sing along to “Hol-
laback Girl”, “This is What the Truth 
Feels Like”, and more. Set at Zappos 
Theater, you’re sure to enjoy a concert 
with top of the line special effects. 

Experience ‘MJ Live’ at the Stratosphere 
Hotel and Casino, and watch the King 
of Pop’s most iconic hits come to life in 
true Las Vegas style. Sing along to your 
favorite numbers, then dance in the aisles 
as the show’s talented tribute artists re-
enact Michael Jackson’s triumphs, with 
costumes, dance numbers and a swinging 
live band.

Sit back and relax with this family-friend-
ly show that’s perfect for everyone. The 
Popovich Comedy Pet Theater at Planet 
Hollywood Resort and Casino showcases 
plenty of four-legged furry friends per-
forming outrageous acts. This unique 
and hilarious evening includes a ring-
leader and Moscow Circus Superstar 
Gregory Popovich, who’s best known for 
his incredible juggling skills. Gregory 
Popovich’s Comedy Pet Theater at Planet 
Hollywood Resort and Casino.

ROD STEWART: The Hits at The Colos-
seum at Caesars Palace. Even after five 
decades of performing to full houses, Rod 
Stewart is still filling music venues across 
the world. Don’t miss your chance to hear 
him sing his top hits,  backed by a 13-piece 
band.



International News Media JULY  20198 NOVEMBER   2019

Thanksgiving is a federal holiday in the United States, celebrated 
on the fourth Thursday of November. It originated as a harvest 
festival. Thanksgiving has been celebrated nationally on and 

off since 1789, with a proclamation by George Washington after a 
request by Congress.

Thomas Jefferson chose not to observe the holiday, and its cel-
ebration was intermittent until the presidency of Abraham Lincoln, 
when Thanksgiving became a federal holiday in 1863, during the 
American Civil War. Lincoln proclaimed a national day of “Thanks-
giving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the 
Heavens,” to be celebrated on the last Thursday in November.

Under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the date was changed 
between 1939 and 1941 amid significant controversy. From 1942 
onwards, Thanksgiving has been proclaimed by Congress as being 
on the fourth Thursday in November.

Thanksgiving is regarded as being the beginning of the fall–winter 
holiday season, along with Christmas and the New Year, in Ameri-
can culture. -Source: Wikipedia


