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UPDATE ON STATE RESPONSE EFFORTS 
FOR SURFSIDE BUILDING COLLAPSE

As of June 29, 2021: 12 CONFIRMED DEAD; 149 UNACCOUNTED FOR
TALLAHASSEE, Fla., June 29– To-

day, Governor Ron DeSantis was joined 
by Lieutenant Governor Jeanette Nu-
ñez, Miami-Dade Mayor Daniella Levine 
Cava, Florida Division of Emergency 
Management (FDEM) Director Kevin 
Guthrie and Surfside Mayor Charles 
Burkett and provided updates on the 
Surfside Building Collapse response.

There are currently more than 
440 first responders and state workers 
on-site to support ongoing search and 
recovery efforts. The state response 
efforts include:

Florida Division of Emergency 
Management (FDEM) 

Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity (DEO) 

Florida Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles (FLHSMV) 

Florida Department of Transporta-
tion (FDOT) 

Florida Department of Law En-
forcement (FDLE) 

Florida Department of Education 
(DOE) 

Department of Children and Fami-
lies (DCF) 

Florida Department of Health 
(FDOH) 

Florida Department of Manage-
ment Services (DMS) 

Florida Department of Business 
and Professional Regulation (DBPR) 

Volunteer Florida and Nonprofit 
Organizations 

Individuals with information about 
loved ones who are unaccounted for, 
or are safe, are encouraged to call the 
reunification hotline at (305) 614-1819.

Impacted individuals can register 
for updates and access to resources 
through a centralized alert system by 
visiting SurfsideReunite.com or calling 
toll-free at (833) 930-3701. . Agents 
are available in English and Spanish 
and will contact individuals who have 
registered with the alert system.

Impacted individuals are also 
encouraged to contact the following 
helpline services for immediate emo-
tional support:

•  Disaster Distress Helpline – 
(800) 985-5990

•  Florida 211 Network – 211
•  Crisis Text Line – Text HELLO to 

741741
State personnel remain on scene 

and will continue to provide assistance, 
as requested.

On Thursday, June 24, former 
President Benigno  “ Noynoy “ 
Aquino  “died  peacefully in his sleep 
due to renal disease secondary to 
diabetes “,  according to his sister, 
Pinky Aquino- Abellada. He was 61 
years old. 

Presided by Lingayen-Dagupan 
Archbishop Socrates Villegas, the 
funeral Mass was held at 10 am at 
the Church of the Gesù at the Ateneo 
de Manila University. The urn was 
brought to the cemetery after the 
mass .

24 June 2021 - The Department of Foreign Affairs joins the nation in 
mourning the passing of former President Benigno Simeon C. Aquino III.

During his term as the 15th President of the Philippine Republic, 
President Aquino elevated the country’s conduct of foreign relations, steered 
foreign policy towards a principled direction that earned international respect 
and esteem, and invigorated the foreign service with a collective sense of 
patriotism, commitment to service, and professionalism.

He has left a remarkable legacy on our country’s foreign policy and 
national history.

The Department offers its condolences to the former President’s family 
and friends, and joins the Filipino people in grieving the loss of a great man, 
leader and nationalist.

Ten Days of National Mourning 
for Former President 

Benigno Simeon Cojuangco Aquino III

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s (HUD) 2020 Annual 
Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) 
to Congress (Part 1) shows that 580,466 
people were counted as homeless 
during the 2020 Point-in-Time count, 
representing a 2.2% increase over 
2019. This marks the fourth consecu-
tive annual increase in homelessness, 
following sustained reductions between 
2010 and 2016. The count took place in 
January 2020, in the weeks preceding 
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in the United States. 

As such, the findings shed light 
on a homelessness system that was 
overburdened and under-resourced long 
before the COVID-19 pandemic forced 
economic disruption and housing crises 
on households nationwide.

Among the most significant 
increases were those among people 
experiencing chronic homelessness 
and people living unsheltered. Chronic 
homelessness increased by 15% 
between 2019 and 2020, a marker 

Twenty-one volleys were fired at the Manila Memorial Park in  Para-
ñaque City on Saturday, June 26. The sisters led by the eldest, Maria Elena 
“Ballsy” Aquino-Cruz, took turns passing the urn, until Kris Aquino, the young-
est to receive it, placing  the vessel inside the vault at the right of Cory’s 
tombstone. 

Aquino was in office from 2010 to 2016. He was the only son of two of 
the Philippines’ most revered democratic figures:  late former President Cora-
zon Aquino and her assassinated husband, Senator Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino .

Aquino came to power with broad public support after the death of his 
mother in 2009. He ran on an anti-corruption platform and ushered in eco-
nomic reforms in his term.

Aquino was also known for filing a landmark arbitration case against 
China over the disputed South China Sea.

STATEMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ON THE DEATH OF FORMER PRESIDENT BENIGNO S. AQUINO III

New report shows rise in homelessness in advance of COVID-19 
crisis limited resources fall short of meeting demand

Homelessness in America. (INM photo)

suggesting rising needs and vulnerabili-
ties among the homeless population. 
Meanwhile, the report points to a 7% 
increase among individuals experienc-
ing unsheltered homelessness, marking 
the first time there are more individuals 

(people living without families) living 
unsheltered than in shelter. Meanwhile, 
progress has stalled for two populations 
that had seen dramatic progress within 
the last decade: veterans, and people in 
families. 

PENSACOLA, Fla. — Governor Ron DeSantis announced that state law en-
forcement officers have deployed to Texas to provide additional support in response 
to the security crisis at the southern border, following a letter from Governors Greg 
Abbot of Texas and Doug Ducey of Arizona.

“When the Governors of Texas and Arizona reached out for help, Florida 
answered the call,” said Governor Ron DeSantis. “We are witnessing a catastrophe 
at the southern border under the Biden Administration. In recent months, we have 
seen people from the terrorist watch list, known sex offenders and a flood of fentanyl 
cross over the border. This is a national security crisis, and we must get it under 
control.”

Resources from the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), Florida 
Highway Patrol (FHP) and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) are deploying, including more than 50 staff law enforcement members from 
FDLE, FHP, and FWC and mission critical equipment. It is anticipated that personnel 
will be deployed for 16-day shifts. Over 20 county sheriff departments have pledged 
support to provide staffing resources to cover duties typically filled by the deployed 
officers. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Philippine Embassy in Washington, D.C., together 
with the Philippine Consulates General in Agana, Chicago, Honolulu, Houston, Los 
Angeles, New York, and San Francisco, and the Philippine Permanent Mission to 
the United Nations in New York, celebrated the 123rd Anniversary of the Proclama-
tion of Philippine Independence and the 75th Anniversary of the Establishment of 
Diplomatic Relations with the United States.  Due to COVID-19 health protocols, 
the event was held at the Main Chancery Building and the Chancery Annex of the 
Philippine Embassy in Washington DC on 15 June 2021.

(L-R) Congressman Steve Chabot of Ohio, Philippine Ambassador to the 
United States Jose Manuel Romualdez, and Congressman Bobby Scott of 
Virginia during the evening’s toast ceremony. 

Mariam Taha Thompson, 62, 
formerly of Rochester, Minnesota, 
was sentenced today to 23 years 
in prison for delivering classified 
national defense information to aid 
a foreign government. 

As part of her March 26 guilty 
plea, Thompson admitted that she 
believed that the classified national 
defense information that she was 
passing to a Lebanese national 
would be provided to Lebanese 
Hezbollah, a designated foreign 
terrorist organization.

PHL Embassy in Washington DC commemorates 
the 123rd year of Philippine Independence & the 
75th year of Philippines-US diplomatic relations

DEFENSE DEPARTMENT
LINGUIST SENTENCED 

TO 23 YEARS IN PRISON

Gov. Ron DeSantis deploys state law 
enforcement to secure southern border
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) holds 
great promise for improving the delivery 
of healthcare and medicine worldwide, 
but only if ethics and human rights are 
put at the heart of its design, deploy-
ment, and use, according to new WHO 
guidance published on June 29.

The report, ethics and governance 
of artificial intelligence for health, is the 
result of 2 years of consultations held 
by a panel of international experts ap-
pointed by WHO. 

“Like all new technology, artificial 
intelligence holds enormous potential 
for improving the health of millions of 
people around the world, but like all 
technology it can also be misused and 
cause harm,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. 
“This important new report provides a 
valuable guide for countries on how to 
maximize the benefits of AI, while mini-
mizing its risks and avoiding its pitfalls.” 

Artificial intelligence can be, and 
in some wealthy countries is already 
being used to improve the speed and 
accuracy of diagnosis and screening 
for diseases; to assist with clinical care; 
strengthen health research and drug de-
velopment, and support diverse public 
health interventions, such as disease 
surveillance, outbreak response, and 
health systems management. 

AI could also empower patients 

Howard University 
honored alumnus and actor 
Chadwick Boseman, who died 
from complications of cancer 
in August 2020, by naming its 
College of Fine Arts for him.

Boseman, who rose to 
international fame for playing 
the title role in the 2018 Marvel 
film Black Panther, graduated 
from Howard University in 2000 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree in directing.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In celebra-
tion of National Coconut Day in the 
United States, the Philippine Embassy 
hosted the inaugural Science Explores 
webinar for highlighting the uses and ef-
fects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) in the 
time of COVID-19 on 24 June 2021. 

The webinar, “Virgin Coconut Oil 
(VCO) in the time of COVID – Initial 
Findings Journal of Functional Foods 
83 (2021)”, featured a presentation by 
Dr. Imelda Angeles-Agdeppa (Director, 
Department of Science and Technology 
- Food and Nutrition Research Institute) 
and Dr. Fabian M. Dayrit (Vice Presi-
dent, National Academy of Science and 
Technology; Professor Emeritus, Ateneo 
De Manila University – Department of 
Chemistry). 

 “This science webinar is our Em-
bassy’s modest contribution in honoring 
National Coconut Day in the USA as we 
work on helping steward the promotion 
of facts about coconut oil and coconut 
products, and its benefits. Coconut, also 
known as the “tree of life,” continues to 
be one of the most important crops of 
the Philippines. Coconut products re-
main to be a major export product of the 
country and the country continues to be 
a top producer and exporter of coconut 
products worldwide,” said Philippine 
Ambassador to the United States Jose 
Manuel Romualdez. 

Dr. Angeles-Agdeppa shared their 
studies, “Immediate effects of the VCO 
intervention were observed among 5 of 
29 patients in the VCO Group who expe-
rienced decreasing signs of symptoms 
of COVID-19 as early as Day 2.

On behalf of the United States of America, I 
extend my warmest congratulations to the people 
of the Republic of the Philippines as you celebrate 
your independence day on June 12.

This year marks the 75th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between our two countries and 
the 70th anniversary of the U.S.-Philippines Mutual 
Defense Treaty.  Our long and deeply interwoven 
history stands as a strong foundation for our 

ANTONY J. BLINKEN 
Secretary of State

MESSAGE

enduring alliance, and our close relationship is rooted in our shared interests 
and rich people-to-people ties.  Together, as friends, allies, and partners, our 
two countries will strive to ensure a more peaceful, stable, and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific region.

SCIENCE EXPLORES 
WEBINAR HIGHLIGHTS 
VIRGIN COCONUT OIL 
AS SUPERFOOD VS. 

COVID-19 VIRUS

Howard University honors 
Chadwick Boseman’s legacy
By  NOELANI KIRSCHNER

Chadwick Boseman gives the Black Panther’s 
Wakanda salute at the 2018 Howard University 
commencement May 12, 2018. © Bill ø’Leary/
Washington Post/Getty Images)

Citing Boseman’s commitment to the arts, the historically Black university an-
nounced May 26 the new naming of the Chadwick A. Boseman College of Fine Arts.

In a 2018 commencement speech, Boseman attributed his success to his 
college experience. “I stand here today knowing that my Howard University educa-
tion prepared me to play Jackie Robinson, James Brown, Thurgood Marshall and 
T’Challa,” Boseman said.

Culture has always been cen-
tral to the U.S.-Irish relationship, and 
artists and musicians are its creative 
lifeblood of this.  

In recognition of the profound 
challenges that COVID-19 has 
presented the arts and culture sector 
in Ireland, the U.S. Embassy Dublin 
launched the Calling All Musicians 
campaign in June 2020, as a part of 
our ongoing Creative Minds series.  
The campaign aimed to explore the 
continued influence of American 
music on Irish artists, by offering 
grants to artists impacted by the cur-
rent pandemic restrictions.  Through 
this program, we hope to give back 
a little to the music and live events 
industry that we all love and miss.

Selected artists were invited 
to perform an original song and 
a U.S. cover song at The Grand 

WHO issues first global report on Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
in health and six guiding principles for its design and use

to take greater control of their own 
health care and better understand their 
evolving needs. It could also enable 
resource-poor countries and rural 
communities, where patients often have 
restricted access to health-care workers 
or medical professionals, to bridge gaps 

in access to health services.
However, WHO’s new report cau-

tions against overestimating the benefits 
of AI for health, especially when this 
occurs at the expense of core invest-
ments and strategies required to achieve 
universal health coverage.

‘Calling All Musicians’ campaign aims to explore 
influence of American music on Irish artists

Social venue in Dublin.  In addition 
to receiving a grant from the U.S. 
Embassy in Dublin, each selected 
artist was offered a professionally 
edited package of their performance.  
The U.S. Embassy in Dublin received 
an overwhelming response to this 
campaign including over 300 amaz-
ing applications for this opportunity.  
10 artists were selected as finalists 
representing some of the diversity of 
musical genres found in Ireland. 
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 “WE’LL MEET AGAIN”

We’ll Meet Again
Don’t know where
Don’t know when
But I know we’ll meet again 

some sunny day
Keep smiling through
Just like you always do
Till The blue skies drive the dark 

clouds far away

So will you please say Hello
To the folks that I know
Tell them I won’t be long
They’ll be happy to know
That as you saw me go
I was singing this song

FROM: DR. RAQUEL RAMSEY

Dear Family & Friends,

Eight years ago, you accompanied me at Ed’s Burial 
at Arlington and those images remain vivid in my mind. 
Here are some of those moving photos.

In the words of Winston Churchill, on June 4,1940 “ 
We will fight on the beaches, but WE WILL NEVER SUR-
RENDER” “This was their finest hour, Never was so much 
owed by so many to so few.” 

With a year away from our loved ones due to COVID, 
I chose the song by Dame Vera Lynn in her 1990 Royal 
Variety Performance “WE’LL MEET AGAIN.”

Left photo: Ed’s Burial at Arlington National Cemetery Ceremony June 28, 2013. Right photo: Gen Mike Bills 
hands me the flag.

Ed’s Tombstone at Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery

We’ll Meet Again
Don’t know where
Don’t know when
But I know we’ll meet again 

some sunny day
Keep smiling through
Just like you always do
Till the blue skies
Drive the dark clouds away.

I know we will meet again some 
sunny day...

Love and Thanks for being 
there for me, 

when I needed you most!
Raqui

Ms. Universe Philip-
pines  Rabiya Mateo 

receives a certification 
from Ambassador Jose 

Manuel Romualdez, 
Philippine Embassy

Washington, DC

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia – The U.S. Embassy is pleased to announce the 
launch of “Helen’s Journey,” a radio drama to help improve English language skills 
in Ethiopia. This educational project is funded by the American people in friendship 
with the people of Ethiopia. 

The radio series tells the story of Helen, an adopted American-Ethiopian 
Fulbright scholar, who is visiting Ethiopia to search for her birth parents and conduct 
research around the country. During her time in Ethiopia, she meets several Ethio-
pian students. Will Helen find her family in Ethiopia or perhaps even true love? Tune 
in weekly to learn about her adventures.”

The radio drama and accompanying educational materials were written by an 
English Language Fellow who lived in Ethiopia. “Helen’s Journey” was recorded and 
produced by Rehobot Promotion with funding from the U.S. Embassy. 

STERLING, Va. – Workdays can sometimes feel repeti-
tive, like a scene from “Groundhog Day,” so it is refreshing 
when something that gives you good feels breaks that routine.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers at Washing-
ton Dulles International Airport experienced that feel good mo-
ment on Saturday when officers helped expedite the arrivals 
of 65 orphaned children visiting from the Ukraine under Open 
Hearts and Homes for Children’s (OHHC) Orphan Hosting 
Program.

The OHHC Orphan Hosting Program pairs orphaned 
Ukrainian and Latvian children, ages 7-16, with a U.S. host or 
foster family for a short visit to experience America.

According to the OHHC’s Tara Anderson, while OHHC is 
not an adoption program, sometimes the U.S. host family, or 
other families who meet the child while they are here for host-
ing, go on to complete the adoption process to make the child 
a permanent member of their family. The orphans are visiting 
through July. The OHHC leadership and traveling party 
quickly departed CBP’s inspection station to start experienc-
ing the United States.

Los Angeles Deputy Mayor Nina 
Hachigian received a Pledge of Friend-
ship from Dirk Janssen, Consul General 
of the Netherlands for the 13 west-
ernmost states. The pledge marks the 
strong relationship, the achievements, 
and ambitions of the friendship between 
the Netherlands and the City of Los 
Angeles.

The Netherlands is hosting a Pop-
Up Consulate in Los Angeles this week 
to connect to businesses and govern-
ment, and provide consular services to 
almost 200 Dutch nationals in Southern 
California.

If Los Angeles were a country, it 
would be the 16th largest economy in 
the world. With the 2028 Olympics on 
the agenda, the city is investing heav-
ily in infrastructure and sustainability. 
That’s why in 2020 the  Netherlands 
Business Support Office opened and the 

CBP officers welcome 65 Ukraine orphans at Washing-
ton Dulles International Airport.

Dulles CBP welcomes 65 Ukraine orphans to the US

Pledge of Friendship between L.A and the Netherlands

Honorary Consul Jan van Tilburg, Los Angeles Deputy Mayor Nina 
Hachigian, and Consul General Dirk Janssen (from left) with the Pledge 
of Friendship from the Netherlands to Los Angeles.

Los Angeles Playbook was developed to 
give tips and tricks to Dutch businesses.

Consul General Dirk Janssen: 
“The Netherlands and Los Angeles are 
on the same page when it comes to 
sustainability, urban planning, smart 
mobility, and international trade. In the 
past years we’ve intensified our rela-
tions and this Pledge of Friendship is 

a sign of how strong our friendship has 
become. I’m looking forward to continue 
working together, from creating the most 
sustainable Olympic Games, to the re-
development of the LA River; and from 
high-tech innovation on Silicon Beach 
to circular construction in Culver City. 
Dutch innovation and LA business spirit 
go hand in hand.”

U.S. Embassy launches “Helen’s Journey” 
to help improve English language skills in Ethiopia



International News Media JUNE  20214

The following statement regarding 
the building collapse in Surfside, Miami 
Dade County may be attributed to the 
American Red Cross:

As details continue to emerge 
about the heartbreaking building col-
lapse in Surfside, Florida, families are 
dealing with the pain of losing their 
homes and the uncertainty of missing 
loved ones.

To help people cope, the American 
Red Cross is providing emergency 
hotel lodging for more than 30 residents 
and others displaced by the crisis. Red 
Cross volunteers are supporting families 
at the assistance center — which is 
a safe space for people to receive 
emotional support, get something to 
eat and drink, connect with community 
organizations offering aid, and hear 
updates from authorities. More than 100 
Red Crossers are providing aid to the 

Former NBA star Hakeem Olajuwon, a native of Nige-
ria, is in the Basketball Hall of Fame. (© Eric Christian 
Smith/AP Images)

By MICHAEL LAFF
Many of Africa’s best basketball players are now show-

casing their talents in a new NBA league.
The Basketball Africa League debuted May 16 in Kigali, 

Rwanda, in a 12-team tournament of Africa’s top club teams 
that runs through May 30. Rwanda’s Patriots Basketball Club 
defeated Nigeria’s Rivers Hoopers in the league’s first game. 
The new league is a collaboration of the U.S.-based National 
Basketball Association and the International Basketball Fed-
eration.

More than 80 current and former players from Africa have 
competed in the NBA. Nigerian native Hakeem Olajuwon led 
the Houston Rockets to NBA championships in 1994 and 1995 
and is in the Basketball Hall of Fame.

Joel Embiid, of the Philadelphia 76ers and a 2021 MVP 
candidate, is from Cameroon.

Other African players include Michael Olowokandi of 
Nigeria, who was selected first overall in the 1998 NBA draft, 
and the late Manute Bol, who was born in Sudan. Ben Uzoh, 
who plays for the Rivers Hoopers, played in 60 NBA games 

Red Cross Media Statement: 
BUILDING COLLAPSE IN SURFSIDE, MIAMI DADE COUNTY

Surfside community, including specially 
trained disaster mental health and spiri-
tual care volunteers who are providing 
one-on-one support to those coping 
with this tragedy. Red Cross casework-
ers are meeting with families to help 
them plan their next steps and providing 
financial assistance when needed.

Our teams are grateful for the 
offers of help and outpouring of support. 
At this time, the Red Cross has what it 
needs to assist people impacted and is 
not accepting financial donations spe-
cifically for this tragedy. We are asking 
people to not send items like stuffed ani-
mals, blankets, clothing and household 
goods — as it takes time and money to 
store, sort, clean and distribute these 
items, which diverts limited resources 
away from helping those most affected. 
In the days ahead, we will continue to 
coordinate with local officials and com-

munity partners to determine how we 
can best support the Surfside commu-
nity during this time of need.

We have not received requests 
for blood products in response to this 
tragedy. While the Red Cross does not 
collect blood in most of Florida, we are 
standing by to support any needs that 
may arise. On June 14, the Red Cross 
announced a severe blood shortage 
and healthy individuals are urged to roll 
up a sleeve to help patients across the 
country.

KUALA LUMPUR – Malaysia’s Minister of Health, Dato’ Sri Dr. Adham 
Baba and U.S. Ambassador to Malaysia Brian McFeeters jointly launched the 
Malaysian program for the Southeast Asia MedTech Virtual Trade Forum on 
May 27, 2021. Organized by the  U.S. Commercial Service and its strategic 
partner, the USA Healthcare Alliance, the MedTech Forum provides a platform 
for U.S. and Malaysian companies to share best practices to advance the 
digitalization of Malaysia’s healthcare industry.

The MedTech Forum garnered the participation of more than 150 industry 
representatives and senior government officials from Malaysia, Vietnam, 
Thailand, and the U.S. Particularly for Malaysia, the event highlighted innova-
tive, digital solutions and cutting-edge medical technology U.S. companies can 
deliver to better prevent and control noncommunicable diseases (e.g. cardio-
vascular diseases, diabetes, and cancer) in Malaysia. 

Catholic Charities offers many different housing programs designed to 
work with families and adults who are experiencing homelessness and/or 
trying to recover from substance abuse or mental health challenges. Some 
of these programs are ready to help you today. Other programs require a 
referral from a social worker or a government agency because they are more 
specialized in their services.

 LOW-BARRIER SHELTERS
These are shelters open to any single adult every single night of the 

year. You can simply show up at 7 pm and go through intake. We will provide 
you with a bed, a hot meal, a place to shower and use the restroom, and 
access to a case manager.

Malaysia, U.S. companies explore collaboration 
in digital healthcare and medical technology

New NBA league debuts in Africa

between 2010 and 2012, competing for the New Jersey Nets, 
Cleveland Cavaliers and Toronto Raptors.

The NBA has hosted basketball camps throughout Africa 
since 2003 and runs a training facility in Senegal. The league 
also maintains an office in Johannesburg.

HOUSING AND SHELTER

By LENORE T. ADKINS
In the United States, it’s becom-

ing increasingly common for people to 
“share their pronouns.”

Third-person personal pronouns 

Why do many Americans list pronouns on social media profiles?
are used to describe a person or 
people, in American English grammar, 
as the subject, as the object or in the 
possessive.

These pronouns include the 

gender-neutral they/them/theirs — 
words that traditionally refer to a plural 
number but that today are used by 
some individuals who identify as gender 
nonbinary or who prefer not to share 
gender information. Other pronouns 
include the feminine she/her/hers and 
the masculine he/him/his. Some people 
are pioneering gender-neutral pronouns 
such as ze/zir/zirs.

Many Americans are including their 
pronouns on social media profiles or 
name tags or as part of email signa-
tures. They state them in meetings, 
whether online or in person, and at 
other venues.

Shige Sakurai, author of the 
5-year-old mypronouns.org, goes by 
they/them/theirs pronouns. They see 
sharing pronouns as a way of getting 
to know someone. Knowing and using 
someone’s preferred pronouns avoids 
accidentally assuming an incorrect gen-
der based on a name or an appearance.
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INM Book Choice
Extraterrestrial:

The First Sign of Intelligent Life Beyond Earth
by Avi Loeb

A New Earth: Awakening to Your Life’s Purpose 
(10th Anniversary Edition)

by Eckhart Tolle
U.S. NATURALIZATION TEST

AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT (Cont’d)

B: System of Government
20. Name one power of the U.S. Con-
gress. * 
• Writes laws
• Declares war
• Makes the federal budget
21. How many U.S. senators are there?
• One hundred (100)
22. How long is a term for a U.S. sena-
tor?
• Six (6) years
23. Who is one of your state’s U.S. 
senators now?
• Answers will vary. [District of Columbia 
residents and residents of U.S. ter-
ritories should answer that D.C. (or the 
territory where the applicant lives) has 
no U.S. senators.]
24. How many voting members are in 
the House of Representatives?
• Four hundred thirty-five (435)
25. How long is a term for a member of 
the House of Representatives?
• Two (2) years
26. Why do U.S. representatives serve 
shorter terms than U.S. senators?
• To more closely follow public opinion
27. How many senators does each state 
have?
Two* 

(To be continued)
* If you are 65 years old or older and have 
been a legal permanent resident of the 
United States for 20 or more years, you 
may study just the questions that have been 
marked with an asterisk. -- www.uscis.gov

INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES 
BESTSELLER 

“Provocative and thrilling ... 
Loeb asks us to think big and to 
expect the unexpected.” —Alan 
Lightman, New York Times bestsell-
ing author of Einstein’s Dreams and 
Searching for Stars on an Island in 
Maine

Harvard’s top astronomer lays 
out his controversial theory that our 
solar system was recently visited by 
advanced alien technology from a 
distant star.

In late 2017, scientists at a 
Hawaiian observatory glimpsed 

#1 NEW YORK TIMES 
BESTSELLER

“A wake-up call for the entire 
planet . . . [A New Earth] helps us to 
stop creating our own suffering and 
obsessing over the past and what 
the future might be, and to put our-
selves in the now.” —Oprah Winfrey

With his bestselling spiritual 
guide The Power of Now, Eckhart 
Tolle inspired millions of readers to 
discover the freedom and joy of a life 
lived “in the now.” In A New Earth, 
Tolle expands on these powerful 
ideas to show how transcending our 
ego-based state of consciousness is 

an object soaring through our inner solar system, moving so quickly that it 
could only have come from another star. Avi Loeb, Harvard’s top astronomer, 
showed it was not an asteroid; it was moving too fast along a strange orbit, 
and left no trail of gas or debris in its wake. There was only one conceivable 
explanation: the object was a piece of advanced technology created by a 
distant alien civilization. 

In Extraterrestrial, Loeb takes readers inside the thrilling story of the first 
interstellar visitor to be spotted in our solar system. He outlines his contro-
versial theory and its profound implications: for science, for religion, and for 
the future of our species and our planet. A mind-bending journey through 
the furthest reaches of science, space-time, and the human imagination, 
Extraterrestrial challenges readers to aim for the stars—and to think critically 
about what’s out there, no matter how strange it seems.

not only essential to personal happiness, but also the key to ending conflict 
and suffering throughout the world. Tolle describes how our attachment to the 
ego creates the dysfunction that leads to anger, jealousy, and unhappiness, 
and shows readers how to awaken to a new state of consciousness and fol-
low the path to a truly fulfilling existence.

Illuminating, enlightening, and uplifting, A New Earth is a profoundly 
spiritual manifesto for a better way of life—and for building a better world.

• Spiritual Moments •

The evidence is clear. Adults who 
get regular physical activity rack up lots 
of health benefits. Being active can help:

•  Boost your mood and improve 
your sleep

•  Lower your risk of heart disease 
and some cancers

•  Help keep diabetes and high 
blood pressure under control

Is it moderate or vigorous? Use the 
“talk test” to find out.

When you’re being active, just try 
talking:

PHYSICAL FITNESS: WHY THESE GOALS?

•  If you’re breathing hard but can 
still have a conversation easily, it’s 
moderate-intensity activity

• If you can only say a few 
words before you have to take a breath, 
it’s vigorous-intensity activity. Health.gov

Eating vegetables provides health 
benefits — people who eat more veg-
etables and fruits as part of an overall 
healthy diet are likely to have a reduced 
risk of some chronic diseases. Veg-
etables provide nutrients vital for health 
and maintenance of your body.

Health Benefits
All food and beverage choices 

matter – focus on variety, amount, and 
nutrition.

•  As part of an overall healthy diet, 
eating foods such as vegetables that 
are lower in calories per cup instead of 
some other higher-calorie food may be 
useful in helping to lower calorie intake.

•  Eating a diet rich in vegetables 

Extreme heat is a period of high 
heat and humidity with temperatures 
above 90 degrees for at least two to 
three days. In extreme heat your body 
works extra hard to maintain a normal 
temperature, which can lead to death. In 
fact, extreme heat is responsible for the 
highest number of annual deaths among 
all weather-related hazards.

Remember:
• Extreme heat can occur 

quickly and without warning.
• Older adults, children and sick 

or overweight individuals are at greater 
risk from extreme heat.

• Humidity increases the feeling 
of heat as measured by a heat index.

 IF YOU ARE UNDER AN EX-
TREME HEAT WARNING:

• Find air conditioning.
• Avoid strenuous activities.

Why is it important to eat vegetables?
and fruits as part of an overall healthy 
diet may reduce risk for heart disease, 
including heart attack and stroke.

•  Eating a diet rich in some veg-
etables and fruits as part of an overall 
healthy diet may protect against certain 

types of cancers.
•  Adding vegetables can help 

increase intake of fiber and potassium, 
which are important nutrients that many 
Americans do not get enough of in their 
diet. - Nutrition.gov

EXTREME HEAT
• Wear light clothing.
• Drink plenty of fluids.
• Watch for heat cramps, heat 

exhaustion and heat stroke.
• Never leave people or pets in 

a closed car. - Ready.gov 

Lessons in Good Manners



International News Media JUNE  20216

Real Estate News

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
ABOUT ONLINE CRIMES

Protect Yourself
•  Taking the right security mea-

sures and being alert and aware when 
connected are key ways to prevent 
cyber intrusions and online crimes. 
Learn how to protect your computer, 
network, and personal information.

Understand Common Crimes 
and Risks Online

•  Business e-mail compromise 
(BEC) scams exploit the fact that so 
many of us rely on e-mail to con-
duct business—both personal and 
professional—and it’s one of the most 
financially damaging online crimes. 

•  Identity theft happens when 

The numbers: Construction on 
new homes rose slightly in May, but 
high lumber prices and labor shortages 
have stymied builders and could leave 
many customers frustrated as the busy 
U.S. summer home-buying season gets 
underway. Builders started construc-
tion on new homes at a 1.57 million 
annual pace in May, the U.S. Census 
Bureau said. Permits to build new 
homes, meanwhile, fell 3% last month in 
another sign of the trouble builders are 
running into. They slipped to an annual 
rate of 1.68 million from a revised 1.73 
million in April.

Big picture: Demand for new 
homes is sky high with the economy 
recovering from the pandemic and 
mortgage interest rates still near rock 

WASHINGTON — As America continues to recover from the pandemic 
and vaccination rates rise, the Transportation Security Administration and the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) are excited to welcome the traveling 
public back to the nation’s transportation systems. 

The federal face mask mandate remains in effect on buses, trains, and 
other forms of public transportation traveling into, within, or out of the United 
States, and in U.S. transportation hubs such as airports and stations.

Unfortunately, rising rates of unruly passengers, as reported by the 
FAA, are troubling as TSA reports similar incidents at checkpoints across the 
country. These incidents needlessly interrupt travel, delaying flights and other 
transportation operations across the country. TSA, in coordination with our air 
carrier and airport management partners, as well as the FAA, will not toler-
ate such actions, and may pursue criminal charges and a civil penalty up to 
the maximum allowable by law. Transportation Security Officers (TSO) and 
aviation employees across the system work to keep the traveling public safe. 
TSA is urging travelers to be patient as they work to ensure a secure travel 
experience for all who pass through our nation’s checkpoints. 

Driving on a beautiful sunny day can provide stunning 
scenery, but it can also create a hazard if the driver’s view is 
compromised by a glaring sun.

Just after sunrise and before sunset the sun can shine 
directly into drivers’ eyes, leaving many motorists driving with 
a glare. This glare can make it much harder to see the road 
ahead and potential hazards creating an added risk to drivers. 
When sun glare is an issue slow down and use extra caution 
especially while driving through school zones.

So how can you protect yourself? AAA offers these tips 
for motorists when driving into the sun:

• Invest in polarized sunglasses – they can help reduce 
glare.

• Utilize your sun visor – it can help to block out the sun.
• Leave more following room – when the sun is in your 

eyes it can be hard to see what the car ahead is doing. This is 
one more time when it pays to leave more room between you 
and the next vehicle.

• Drive with your headlights on to increase your visibility 
to other drivers

The Federal Trade Commission 
is sending refunds totaling more than 
$223,000 to people who lost money to 
a student loan and mortgage debt relief 
operation.

The FTC alleged that A1 DocPrep 
Inc., Streamlined Marketing, and their 
owner, Horman Ardalan falsely claimed 
to be from the Department of Educa-
tion, and promised to reduce borrow-
ers’ monthly payments or forgive their 
student loans in exchange for illegal 
upfront fees, according to the FTC’s 

Dangers of Driving into Sun

Additional tips:
•  Keep your windshield clean, inside and out
•  Check your windshield for pitting and cracks
•  Avoid storing papers or other items on the dashboard
•  If having a difficult time seeing the road, use lane 

markings to help guide you.
Rarely will visibility be absolutely perfect while driving, 

but if motorists know this and make the proper adjustments, 
you can minimize any additional risks that come with less-
than-optimal visual conditions.

FTC sends checks to people who lost money 
to student loan debt relief scheme

September 2017 complaint. 
The FTC also alleged the defen-

dants targeted distressed homeowners 
by making false promises that they 
would provide mortgage relief and 
prevent foreclosure.

The refunds stem from settlements 
the defendants reached with the FTC 
that also ban them from debt relief and 
telemarketing activities and prohibits 
them from making misrepresentations or 
unsubstantiated claims related to other 
financial products or services.

The FTC is mailing 136 checks to 
consumers who previously filed a com-
plaint with law enforcement. The checks 
average $1,641 each. People who 
receive checks should deposit or cash 
their checks within 90 days, as indicated 
on the check. 

Recipients who have questions 
about their checks can call the refund 
administrator, Analytics, at 844-695-
0454. The FTC never requires people to 
pay money or provide account informa-
tion to cash a refund check. 

Builders break ground on more new homes in May, 
but U.S. housing starts to disappoint again

By JEFFRY BARTASH
bottom. Housing starts and permits 
recently hit a 15-year peak.

The problem is, construction 
companies simply can’t build new 
homes fast enough or keep the prices 
within most the range of most buyers. 
High costs of raw materials, a shortage 
of skilled workers, and a limited number 
of vacant lots all pose barriers to new 
construction.

The result: Home shoppers should 
expect a limited selection of properties 
of sale and higher home prices, poten-
tially limiting the number of buyers.

The housing market has been a 
big contributor to the U.S. economic 
recovery. It’s likely to continue to play a 
big role, just not as big as it has in the 
past year.

Key details: New construction on 
single-family houses increased by a 
solid 4.2% to 1.1 million rate in May, but 
permits declined again. Permits have 
fallen almost 11% from a 15-year high 
in January.

About two-thirds of new units built 
are single-family homes.

Builders also started work on more 
multi-family projects with at least five 
units: Condos, townhouses, apartment 
buildings and the like. They increased 
4% to an annual rate of 465,000.

 “The issue in the housing market, 
as with much of the broader economy, 
isn’t the demand side of the market,” 
said chief economist Richard Moody of 
Regions Financial. “Rather, it is the abil-
ity of producers, or, in this case builders, 
to meet that demand. That is an issue 
for which there is no quick fix.” Realtor.
com 

TSA reminds passengers to remain calm 
and respectful at security checkpoints

someone steals your personal informa-
tion, like your Social Security number, 
and uses it to commit theft or fraud.

•  Ransomware is a type of 
malicious software, or malware, that 
prevents you from accessing your 
computer files, systems, or networks 
and demands you pay a ransom for 
their return.

•  Spoofing and phishing are 
schemes aimed at tricking you into 
providing sensitive information to scam-
mers.

•  Online predators are a growing 
threat to young people.

LEADERSHIP 
is not about titles, 
positions, or flow 
charts. It is about 

one life influencing 
another.”

 John C. Maxwell
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“You are not here merely to make a living. You are 
here in order to enable the world to live more amply, 

with greater vision, with a finer spirit of hope and 
achievement. You are here to enrich the world, and 
you impoverish yourself if you forget the errand.”  

– Woodrow Wilson

LOS ANGELES, CA – The 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences announced today that its Board 
of Governors voted to present Honorary 
Awards to Samuel L. Jackson, Elaine 
May and Liv Ullmann, and the Jean 
Hersholt Humanitarian Award to Danny 
Glover.  The four Oscar® statuettes will 
be presented at the Academy’s 12th 
Governors Awards on Saturday, January 
15, 2022, in Los Angeles.

Glover first caught the attention of 
movie audiences in “The Color Purple” 
and went on to star opposite Mel 
Gibson in the “Lethal Weapon” series. 
A lifelong community activist, his efforts 

The Academy to Honor Danny Glover, Samuel L. Jackson,
Elaine May & Liv Ullmann with Oscars®at 2022 Governors Awards

for worldwide justice have inspired 
others to follow his leadership.  He has 
been a particularly strong advocate for 
economic justice and access to health 
care and education in the United States 
and Africa.  He has served as a Good-
will Ambassador for the United Nations 
Development Program and is currently a 
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador.

Jackson has brought an indel-
ible presence to his roles in more than 
100 films ranging from independents 
to blockbusters.  He earned an Oscar 
nomination for his supporting perfor-
mance in “Pulp Fiction” (1994).  

May made her mark as a writer-

director with “A New Leaf,” in which she 
also starred, “Mikey and Nicky” and 
“Ishtar,” and also directed “The Heart-
break Kid.”  Her screenwriting credits 
include “The Birdcage” and she received 
Oscar nominations for the adapted 
screenplays for “Heaven Can Wait” 
(1978) and “Primary Colors” (1998).  In 
the early 1960s, May achieved great 
success partnering with Mike Nichols, 
whom she met in an improvisational 
theater group, as a comedy team on 

stage and television. 
Ullmann began her career as a 

stage actress in her native Norway.  She 
came to the attention of international 
audiences in “Persona,” the first film she 
made with the Swedish director Ingmar 
Bergman.  Ullmann received Oscar 
nominations for Best Actress for “The 
Emigrants” (1971) and “Face to Face” 
(1976).  She made her directorial debut 
in 1992 with “Sofie” and later directed 
“Faithless,” from a script by Bergman.  
Ullmann continued to work in theater 
for most of her career, making her New 
York stage debut in 1975 as Nora in “A 
Doll’s House.”

The Honorary Award, an Oscar 
statuette, is given “to honor extraordi-
nary distinction in lifetime achievement, 
exceptional contributions to the state of 
motion picture arts and sciences, or for 
outstanding service to the Academy.” 

The Jean Hersholt Humanitarian 
Award, also an Oscar statuette, is given 
“to an individual in the motion picture 
arts and sciences whose humanitar-
ian efforts have brought credit to the 
industry.”  

The 12th Governors Awards is 
proudly supported by Rolex, the Exclu-
sive Watch of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences.

After a break last year, DMV’s most talented performers return to the 
stage on Wilson Plaza at the Reagan Building. Featuring some of the area’s 
most talented entertainers, join us for free lunchtime performances in a vari-
ety of musical flavors such as jazz, bluegrass, swing, Latin, reggae, country, 
R&B, Go-Go and more.

Broadway League announced the majority of Broadway shows in New 
York City will resume this September, with some shows opening this 
summer.

BROADWAY IS COMING BACK!

•  Events  •
Live! Concert Series on the Plaza 

Celebrates its 20th Season 
July 6 - September 3 @ Wilson Plaza

Live performance returns! This summer, Millennium Stage presents 
more free outdoor experiences ranging from live music and film screenings to 
dance lessons, yoga sessions, arts markets, and more. Join us as we ease 
back into community with art on the wide-open, riverside REACH campus—
or watch along with us via livestream!

Millennium Stage welcomes a diverse array of cultural styles with events 
curated by artists and organizations from around the DMV. Celebrate the 
vibrancy of the region with events presented in partnership with the UNHCR, 
National Theater for the Deaf, Smithsonian Asian American Center, Cre-
ative Nomads, SAMASAMA, D.C. Legendary Musicians, Step Afrika, and 
members of the Drag community, as well as internal collaborations with the 
Kennedy Center’s Culture Caucus.

Summer at the Kennedy Center, Washington DC

WASHINGTON, DC – Special 
Olympics named Riverdale actor 
Charles Melton as a Special Olympics 
Global Ambassador.

Melton credits his experiences with 
Special Olympics Unified Champion 
Schools® (UCS) for inspiring him to use 
his platform to advocate for the inclusion 
of people with intellectual disabilities in 
education and sports.

“Special Olympics welcomes 
Charles Melton to our global move-
ment,” said CEO Mary Davis. “In 
addition to an incredibly talented actor, 
Charles is an influencer with authentic-
ity. Young people today see themselves 
reflected in him and identify with his 
pursuit for inclusion for all.”

Best known for his role as Reggie 
Mantle on the teen drama television se-
ries Riverdale, Melton saw firsthand how 
young people are breaking down barri-
ers of discrimination by playing together 
through sports, inclusive learning in the 

LAS VEGAS, NV – Resortts World 
Las Vegas recently announced a first-
of-its-kind partnership with Grubhub, a 
leading online and mobile food-ordering 
and delivery platform, to become the 
first resort to offer Grubhub’s advanced 
ordering technology. 

Through On The Fly at Resorts 
World powered by Grubhub, guests 
can conveniently order and charge the 
cost to their room or credit card via the 
Grubhub app from the resort’s 40 food 
and beverage concepts and select retail 
shops for pickup or delivery to guest 
rooms as well as the resort’s 5.5-acre 
pool complex.

This marks the first time Grubhub 
has partnered with a hotel and casino to 

Riverdale star Charles Melton named newest 
Special Olympics Global Ambassador

classroom, and forming long-lasting 
friendships.

Melton witnessed firsthand the 
power of inclusion by visiting some of 
the 8,000 Unified Champion Schools 
across the U.S. Among his early 
engagements as a Global Ambassador 
he will be virtually celebrating the ESPN 
Top 5 Special Olympics Unified Cham-
pion Schools receiving national recogni-

Right photo shows Charles Melton posing  for a photo during an advanced 
screening of the film, “The Sun is also a Star .” Photo by Evaan Kheraj

tion for their commitment to inclusive 
school environments on 16 April.

In the lead-up to Melton’s service, 
he hosted an advanced screening of his 
film The Sun Is Also A Star (2019) with 
co-star Yara Shahidi for UCS students in 
New York. 

Students of all abilities watched the 
film with movie stars and met with them 
one-on-one.

Resorts World LVand Grubhub team up to introduce
a first-of-its-kind mobile ordering experience 

provide its technology and will take the 
place of traditional in-room dining, rede-
veloping the way guests get to experi-
ence the culinary and retail attractions 
at Resorts World Las Vegas. 

Guests can order from the resort’s 
extensive food and beverage portfolio 
that offers a wide range of cuisines 
such as Famous Foods Street Eats, 
the property’s 16-stall culinary mar-
ketplace that features Michelin Plate 
and Bib Gourmand-recognized hawker 
stands from Southeast Asia and popular 
western concepts; Hollywood hot spot 

Craig’s Vegan, a scoop shop featuring 
creamy and decadent vegan frozen 
treats; an outpost of the popular L.A. 
wine bar and restaurant, Wally’s Wine & 
Spirits; and more.

Guests can conveniently place 
orders on their phone with the Grubhub 
app or by scanning Grubhub QR codes 
located throughout the property, with the 
option to pay by room charge or credit 
card. 

For deliveries to the pool deck at 
Resorts World Las Vegas, guests will 
be able to pick up their order from a 
secure, QR code-activated restaurant 
locker, which features touchless open-
ing.
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GOD BLESS 
AMERICA

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 
The 4th of July 

The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or July 4th—has been a federal holiday in the United States since 1941, 
but the tradition of Independence Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and the American Revolution. On July 2nd, 
1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of independence, and two days later delegates from the 13 colonies adopted the 
Declaration of Independence, a historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been 
celebrated as the birth of American independence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual 
family gatherings and barbecues. The Fourth of July 2021 is on Sunday, July 4, 2021; the federal holiday will be observed on 
Monday, July 5, 2021. - History.com 


