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Counterfeit vaccination cards seized

Army to increase housing pay for soldiers

CHICAGO— For the second time in September, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) officers working at the International Mail Facility at 
Chicago O’Hare once again seized counterfeit COVID-19 vaccination cards.

Two separate parcels, both arriving from China, were labeled that they 
contained greeting cards, but once officers inspected the packages, they 
found counterfeit COVID-19 vaccination cards. While the cards closely 
resembled the authentic Center for Disease Control (CDC) certificates 
provided by healthcare practitioners when administering the COVID vaccine, 
they appeared to be fraudulent due to their low-quality appearance and other 
discrepancies.

WASHINGTON — Soldiers and families paying unusually high living 
costs may qualify for a short-term increase in their housing allowance from 
October through December 2021, finance officials said. To receive the payout, 
Soldiers in designated areas will need to apply through their unit S-1s and 
show they have incurred higher housing costs, said Larry Lock, chief of com-
pensation and entitlements for the Army’s G-1 office. Once approved, payouts 
should kick in within weeks, Lock added.

LAREDO, Texas - U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), officers 
at the Laredo Port of Entry, identified one Mexican female traveler as an 
impostor to a United States lawful permanent resident card with the help of 
biometric facial comparison technology. 

“CBP officers employ an effective combination of their law enforcement 
experience along with biometric facial comparison technology in order to 
detect travelers who allegedly attempt to gain unlawful entry into the United 
States at our international bridges,” said Port Director Alberto Flores, Laredo 
Port of Entry.

Impostor detected through facial biometrics
WASHINGTON – the Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) announced a new series of prize competitions focused 
on strengthening nationwide resilience to climate change.  

Through these competitions, American innovators are 
encouraged to develop groundbreaking solutions for climate 
change-related hazards facing communities across our 
country.  Winners will receive cash prizes from a total pool of 
$195,000 for their innovative solutions.

“I am proud to announce the first-ever DHS prize com-

A Peruvian national was sentenced 
to serve 110 months in prison for 
operating a series of call centers in Peru 
that defrauded Spanish-speaking U.S. 
residents by falsely threatening them 
with arrest, deportation and other legal 
consequences.

Henrry Adrian Milla Campuzano, 
37, from Lima, Peru, pleaded guilty 
for his role in conspiring to commit 
mail fraud and wire fraud through two 
Peruvian call centers that he owned and 
operated.  

The defendant, along with his co-
conspirators, used false statements and 
threats to obtain money from Spanish-
speaking individuals across the United 
States by falsely telling victims that 
they were required to accept and pay 
for English-language courses and other 
educational products and that failure to 
do so placed them in legal jeopardy. 

The defendant and his co-conspir-
ators falsely threatened to have their 
victims arrested and deported in order 
to collect millions of dollars from victims 
in South Florida and across the United 
States. 

The U.S. Navy and Royal Thai 
Navy conducted their first mixed virtual 
and floating Cooperation Afloat Readi-
ness and Training (CARAT) exercise 
in the Gulf of Thailand, buttressing 
defenses against security threats and 
the coronavirus pandemic.

 The U.S. Navy conducts CARAT 
annually and separately with seven 
countries of the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Thailand is 
a founding member of ASEAN and the 
U.S.’s oldest treaty partner in Asia.

 The trainings, which took place in 
early September, are especially signifi-
cant in light of the U.S. policy to shift the 
focus of its foreign, trade and security 
policies to the Indo-Pacific region.  

“The 27th iteration of CARAT 

MANILA - President Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte has appealed for peace as the 
country gears toward the national elec-
tion next year, warning he might deploy 
the military if there is threat to peace 
and order especially in Mindanao.

“Nobody wants trouble, nobody 
wants cheating. But minsan — hindi 
kayo — but pass this on, this message 
to everybody outside here na sabi 
ko nakikiusap na ako, I am pleading, 
almost praying that people will re-

\The United States has returned to the Republic of 
Iraq a rare cuneiform tablet bearing a portion of the Epic of 
Gilgamesh, a Sumerian poem considered one of the world’s 
oldest works of literature.

The repatriation ceremony was held today at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of the American Indian 
in Washington, D.C. Known as the Gilgamesh Dream 
Tablet, the artifact originated in the area of modern-day Iraq 

SACRAMENTO – At the site of the 
KNP Complex in Sequoia National Park, 
Governor Gavin Newsom on September 
23, highlighted the California Comeback 
Plan’s over $15 billion climate package 
– the largest such investment in state 
history – tackling a wide array of climate 
impacts facing the state. 

The Governor signed legislation 
outlining investments in the package to 
build wildfire and forest resilience, sup-
port immediate drought response and 
long-term water resilience and directly 
protect communities across the state 
from multi-faceted climate risks, includ-
ing extreme heat and sea level rise.

“California is doubling down on 

DUTERTE APPEALS FOR PEACEFUL 2022 ELECTION

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte delivers his speech during the inauguration of 
the new Sultan Kudarat Provincial Hospital at Isulan town in Sultan Kudarat 
on September 24, 2021. ARMAN BAYLON/ PRESIDENTIAL PHOTO

ally stick to the rule of law and avoid 
violence kasi ‘pag hindi, unahan ko na 
kayo,” President Duterte said during the 
inauguration of the new Sultan Kudarat 
Provincial Hospital in Isulan, Sultan 
Kudarat recently.

“Then I will be forced to use the 
might of the military not for any purpose 
but to see to it that the election is 
peaceful and violence-free. Iyan ang 
hiling ko, not only here but all places on 
— in the Philippines, lahat, ganoon ang 

message ko.”
The President hopes for a peaceful 

general election next year that will allow 
people to vote freely for the candidates 
of their choice. At the same time, he 
expressed readiness for a dialogue with 
all political leaders, and those participat-
ing in the electoral process to ensure an 
orderly election next year.

“Gusto ko sana na makita ang 
Maguindanao, ang Sultan Kudarat, 
and every province, Cotabato City, na 
walang gulo,” he said.

“I am hesitant really to say this. In 
the forthcoming election, I am still the 
President. And just like in the last elec-
tions that we have had during my term, 
sinabi ko there will be a peaceful elec-
tion. So hindi puwede ‘yang terrorism, 
lahat na.” PND

Gov. Newsom Signs Climate Action Bills

Governor Newsom highlights over 
$15 billion climate package in 
Sequoia National Park, the largest 
climate package in state history.

our nation-leading policies to confront the climate crisis head-on while protecting 
the hardest-hit communities,” said Governor Newsom. “We’re deploying a compre-
hensive approach to meet the sobering challenges of the extreme weather patterns 
that imperil our way of life and the Golden State as we know it, including the largest 
investment in state history to bolster wildfire resilience, funding to tackle the drought 
emergency while building long-term water resilience, and strategic investments 
across the spectrum to protect communities from extreme heat, sea level rise and 
other climate risks that endanger the most vulnerable among us.”

The largest climate package in state history, Governor Newsom highlights over 
$15 billion in funding to tackle wildfire and drought challenges, build climate resil-
ience in communities, promote sustainable agriculture and advance nation-leading 
climate agenda. 

U.S. returns to Iraq rare tablet bearing portion of the Epic of Gilgamesh
and entered the United States contrary to federal law. An 
international auction house (the Auction House) later sold 
the tablet to Hobby Lobby Stores Inc. (Hobby Lobby), an 
arts-and-crafts retailer based in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
for display at the Museum of the Bible (the Museum). Law 
enforcement agents seized the tablet from the Museum, 
pursuant to a judicially-authorized seizure warrant, in 
September 2019.

R. Kelly convicted of racketeering and 
sex trafficking by a federal jury in New York

Jurors have found R&B singer R. Kelly guilty of racketeering, including acts 
of bribery and sexual exploitation of a child, along with separate charges of sex 
trafficking. In this federal case in the Eastern District of New York, Kelly faced a total 
of nine counts -- one count of racketeering, with 14 underlying acts that included 
sexual exploitation of a child, kidnapping, bribery and sex trafficking charges, and 
also eight additional counts of violations of the Mann Act, a sex trafficking law.

Kelly was found guilty of nine counts -- one count of racketeering and eight 
counts of violating the Mann Act. Of the 14 underlying acts for the racketeering 
count, he needed to be found guilty of at least two to be convicted of that count. Ju-
rors found prosecutors had proven all but two of the 14 underlying racketeering acts.

DHS Launches National Climate Resilience Prize  Competitions
petition series focused on combatting the climate crisis,” said 
Secretary Alejandro N. Mayorkas.  

“Through this competition, DHS will increase access to 
tools that help communities increase their resilience and ad-
dress the existential threat of climate change”. 

The deadline to apply for the Cooling Challenge is 
December 7, 2021.  

Visit Challenge.gov for information about how to apply 
and to learn more. - DHS

PERUVIAN NATIONAL 
SENTENCED TO OVER 9 
YEARS IN PRISON FOR 
DEFRAUDING SPANISH-
SPEAKING IMMIGRANTS

U.S. and Thailand conduct contactless navy training 

Thailand represents the longstanding 
partnership and alliance between the 
people of Thailand, the U.S., and like-
minded allies and partners,” said Cap-
tain Tom Ogden, commander, Destroyer 
Squadron (DESRON) 7. 

The training included submarine 
search and rescue, diving operations, 
replenishment at sea best practices, 
Women Peace & Security symposium, 
maritime domain awareness, anti-sub-
marine warfare, and and maritime patrol 
aircraft integrated operations.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS MEDIA
AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW BY AWEE ABAYARI WITH

LETTY LUPO JACOBI, Blue Power Eagles Grand Upline and Team Leader, Rank: Sapphire, maximusglobal.us
CHRISTINE MANNING, Core Leader - Regional Event Coordinator, and

FLOR L. ESTEBE, Core Leader - Advisor Committee

AWEE ABAYARI: Tell us about your 
company .

LETTY LUPO : Maximus Global 
Incorporated or MGI is a Global Direct Selling 
company focused on promoting healthy , 
beauty and wellness.  Soft opening was on 
October 25, 2020  and it was fully operational  
last January 2021. It is Filipino owned and our 
main office is in Silverdale, Washington 

AWEE ABAYARI: What is your mission ?
LETTY LUPO: My mission is to bring 

health  to everyone thru our  flagship organic 
product  black garlic and  also to help our 
members and business partners achieve their 
financial goals, reach their dreams for a  better 
life, and to create  more time for their loved 
ones. 

AWEE ABAYARI: What are your products 

 BLACK GARLIC

Meeting by chance three wonderful, enterprising women  during one of my media travels was an inspiring experience .  Brought together in search 
of health and beauty, Letty Lupo Jacobi. a business expert and Global Maximus team leader, Christine Manning, a financial professional /business-
woman  and Flor Estebe , an engineer by education now a core leader with IMG all radiated with pride as they talked about the health benefits of 

Black Garlic. We all know about garlic as a medicinal food used for ages but what is black garlic ? 
In a review article written by Ji Hyeon Ryu and Dawon Kang for the NIH (National Institute of Health) entitled “Physicochemical Properties, Biological 

Activity, Health Benefits, and General Limitations of Aged Black Garlic”, it stated that :
“Aged black garlic (ABG) is a garlic preparation with a sweet and sour taste and no strong odor. It has recently been introduced to Asian markets as a 

functional food. Extensive in vitro and in vivo studies have demonstrated that ABG has a variety of biological functions such as antioxidant, anti-inflammato-
ry, anti-cancer, anti-obesity, anti-diabetic, anti-allergic, cardioprotective, and hepatoprotective effects.”. 

This work was supported by the Ministry of Science, ICT and Future Planning of Korea (NRF). 
Let these enterprising speak for themselves . Here are their personal testimonies . AA / INM

“ I used to have insomnia, allergies 
and inflammation. I don’t experience 
these problems anymore”.

Letecia Lupo Jacobi

“I love the products specially the 
Medela that contains 90% black garlic 
and 10% ginger and honey because it 
helps my allergies and helps me go to 
sleep well”. - Christine Manning 

“ I am a kidney transplant recipient for the last 8 
years . Black garlic has helped my blood pressure go 
down. I eat three  pieces everyday and one Medela 
each night to help me fall asleep quicker and wake up 
with a relaxed body. Incorporating black garlic into my 
daily life has given me more strength”. Flor L. Estebe 

and services?
LETTY LUPO: Our products include Sanitas - 

US FDA registered organic fermented single clove 
black garlic , Medela - US FDA registered, liquid 
form of the black garlic which consists of 80% 
black garlic and 10% ginger and honey and Natura 
primera 100% essential oils .  It has 6 scents .  
Coming soon are weight loss coffee, black garlic 
coffee and more to come.

AWEE ABAYARI: What for you is the 
company’s most important product and why? 

LETTY LUPO: For me, the most important 
products are the Sanitas BLack garlic and Medela. 
We don’t claim they are therapeutic, these products 
just helps.

Sanitas and Medela have its health benefits: 
high  in antioxidants, prevent and help people with 
colon cancer and other types. They also help boost 
the  immune system , fight  infections, help lower 
high cholesterol, high blood pressure and high 
blood sugar. 

• Additionally, they are Anti aging , help protect 
our kidney and liver, help prevent dementia and 
Alzheimer’s . They are also good for inflammation . 

• Please watch Dr. Berg’s youtube video and 
know the 9 reasons why we should eat  black 
garlic.

* * * *

AWEE ABAYARI: Tell us about yourself and 
how did you get involved with Maximus Global?

LETTY LUPO: I am Letecia Lupo Jacobi, 
Filipina and divorced. I have two sons and  one 
daughter. I had lived in the USA from 2009 until 
now particularly in Orlando Florida and Bremerton, 
Washington. My friend, the MGi president Buboi 
Asuncion gave me the position of Grand Upline of 
one of the teams which is the Blue Power Eagles 
and their team leader as well. I have a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration, and a Master’s 
degree in Management.  I spent 25 years as 
Auditor to the Philippines’ National Transmission 
Corporation before migrating to the US in 2009. 
I then worked as Senior Resolution Specialist for 
Walgreens for the next 10 years and as a financial 
professional as well. Even as a child, I always had 
a passion for sales which fuels my now full-time 
commitment to the MGI team as a financial expert 
and as a  businesswoman.

CHRISTINE MANNING: My name is 
Christine Manning, I am a financial professional 
and a businesswoman as well and I work in the 
healthcare industry.   My friend Letty introduced 
me to Maximus Global Inc and the first thing that 
caught my attention were the flagship products: the 
black garlic and the essentials oils. The benefits of 
these amazing products made me decide to join 
the company.

FLOR L. ESTEBE: My name is Flor L. 
Estebe. I have a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Engineering. I have work experience as a Building 
and Construction Inspector,   Quality Control  
Assistant Manager Financial Adviser  Business 
woman and a Core Leader in MGI.

AWEE ABAYARI: Define good health. 
LETTY LUPO: Good health is to be 

physically,mentally and socially healthy and to have  
positive outlook in everything. To have good health 
, one must eat healthy and have physical and 
mental exercise . 

CHRISTINE MANNING: For me good health 
is when you are able to do whatever you want 
with out feeling sick and uneasy not only in your 
physical body but also spiritually and emotionally.

FLOR L. ESTEBE:  Good health  means 
happiness and freedom.

AWEE ABAYARI: What can you say about 
Black Garlic? What are its health  benefits?

LETTY LUPO: Our organic black garlic is 
a super food. It works very well for most people 
who eat and drink it especially for high blood 
pressure. It helps lower cholesterol and blood 
sugar and good for inflammation.

CHRISTINE MANNING: Health benefits? 
Black garlic is a natural supplement that 
helps us lower our blood pressure, lower 
our cholesterol. It can help reduce the 
inflammation in our body and may prevent 
cognitive conditions like Alzheimer’s disease 
and Parkinson’s disease. It may also help to 
improve memories.  

FLOR L. ESTEBE: Black garlic contains 
antioxidants and other key nutrients that can 
improve your health.  Like fresh raw garlic, 
black garlic can regulate blood sugar level and 
help reduce high blood sugar and can reduce  
serious health issues such as diabetes and 
kidney dysfunction.

AWEE ABAYARI : Give us your personal 
testimony about your product 

LETTY LUPO : I used to have insomnia, 
allergies and inflammation. I don’t experience 
these problems anymore. 

CHRISTINE MANNING: I love the 
products specially the Medela that contains 
90% black garlic and 10% ginger and honey 
because it helps my allergies and helps me go 
to sleep well. 

FLOR L. ESTEBE: I am a kidney 
transplant recipient for the last 8 years. “ Praise 
be to  God”  I’m limited on some activities 
because I get tired easily. I find it difficult to 
sleep and sometimes experience insomnia .  
My blood pressure was high but eating Black 
garlic has helped my blood pressure go down. 
I eat three  pieces everyday and one Medela 
each night to help me fall asleep quicker and 
wake up with relaxed body. 

Incorporating black garlic into my daily life 
has given me more strength. 

From left to right: LETTY LUPO JACOBI, Blue Power Eagles 
Grand Upline and Team Leader, Rank: Sapphire, maximusglobal.us; 
CHRISTINE MANNING, Core Leader - Regional Event Coordinator, and 
FLOR L. ESTEBE, Core Leader - Advisor Committee
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A seasoned and highly skilled professional with over 
30 years of combined managerial, technical, negotiation, 
and marketing experience in the fields of real estate, 
property management, mortgage lending, insurance sales, 
audit, underwriting, financial analysis, and taxation, Rod 
B. Tuazon, a native of Bangued, Abra, was sworn in as 
attorney and counselor at law in the state of California 
on August 6, 2021, at Ventura County Superior Court by 
Supervising Judge Joann Johnson.

 Rod completed his high school at Divine Word College 
of Bangued and moved on to finish his Bachelor of Science 

EXCLUSIVE FEATURE STORY
Abra Native sworn in as Attorney and 

Counselor at Law in the State of California

Rod B. Tuazon being sworn in as attorney and 
counselor at law in the state of California on 
August 6, 2021, at Ventura County Superior 
Court by Supervising Judge Joann Johnson.

Degree in Management at the University of Santo Tomas. 
He also holds a Master of Business Administration degree 
from Regis University (Denver, Colorado), a Juris Doctor 
degree from The Colleges of Law (Ventura, California), and 
a Master of Law degree from Washington University in St 
Louis School of Law (St Louis, Missouri).  

He will be primarily doing civil litigation and 
transactional practice in the fields of real estate, business 
and corporate law, taxation, contracts, insurance, estate 
planning and probate, employment, child custody and 
support, landlord/tenant, and unlawful detainer. 

We are truly 
excited to invite you 
to connect with our 
global community of 
Iskos and Iskas during 
our first-ever virtual, 
global, and the 21st 
Grand Reunion and 
Convention (GRC). 
Hosted by the UP 
Alumni Association in 
America (UPAAA) and 
co-hosted with the UP 
Alumni Association 
of Nevada (UPAAN), 
the GRC will be held 
online on October 22-
24, 2021. 

Philippine VP Leni Robredo to Deliver the 
Keynote Speech at Virtual UPAAA Grand 

Reunion and Convention in October 2021

Vice-President Leni Robredo (right) with Ethel Rubio, 
2021 GRC Chair and past president of UPAAGLA)

 This reunion will be graced by the presence of a very important alumna: 
Philippine Vice President Maria Leonor “Leni” G. Robredo, who graduated from 
the School of Economics in UP Diliman in 1986 who is a Coral Jubilarian. She will 
deliver the Keynote Speech during the grand reunion, while UP President Danilo 
“DaniCon” L. Concepcion, will deliver the State of the University address. 

 The UPAAA GRC is a biennial event designed to bring together UP alumni in 
the U.S. to work towards the common goal of supporting our beloved Alma Mater in 
her mission to provide excellent and affordable public education to the best and the 
brightest minds in the Philippines. It is also an occasion for UP alumni to honor their 
achievers and loyal members, recapture memories of campus life at UP, renew old 
friendships, and forge new ones. 

 Ethel G. Rubio, the 2021 GRC Chair and immediate past president of the 
UPAA of Greater Los Angeles (UPAAGLA), invites all UP alumni worldwide to join 
and celebrate with the whole alumni community. 

Katrina Pagan, pastry chef at  The Ritz Carlton, 
Atlanta, brings extraordinary creativity and passion 
to each dish she creates. She is also involved in the 
hotel’s Community Footprints®initiative, volunteering 
her time outside of work to support the local 
community. Signature Dish: The ‘Atlanta Peach’, 
which features compressed passion fruit mousse with 
fresh mint anglaise sauce. 

INTRODUCING: 
KATRINA PAGAN, PASTRY CHEF 

AT  THE RITZ CARLTON

Belgium will deliver 153,900 
vaccines to Uganda. These vac-
cines will contribute to stepping up 
the vaccination campaign for teach-
ers and reopening schools to more 
than 10 million pupils and students. 
With this, Belgium is responding to 
the Ugandan government’s request 
to receive COVID-19 vaccines.

On August 2, the Ugandan 
government addressed an official 
request for assistance from the EU 
Civil Protection Mechanism to the 
Emergency Response Coordination 
Center (ERCC). The 153,900 doses 
of AstraZeneca vaccines arrived in 
Kampala on September 22. This 
vaccine donation is supported by 
the Embassy of Belgium in Kampala 
and Enabel - the Belgian Develop-
ment Agency, in charge of logistics 
and coordination with the Ugandan 
authorities.

“Every child back to school. 
Everywhere in the world. That’s my 
goal. By vaccinating teachers we 
contribute to providing renewed 
access to education for as many 
children, youngsters and students in 
Uganda,” said Minister of Develop-
ment Cooperation, Meryame Kitir.

The EU Council now recommends 
only essential travelers and vaccinated 
persons from the United States be 
allowed into the EU, removing the 
U.S. from its list of countries for which 
restrictions should be lifted.

Following a review under the 
recommendation on the gradual lifting 
of the temporary restrictions on non-
essential travel into the EU, the Council 
updated the list of countries, special 
administrative regions, and other entities 
and territorial authorities for which travel 
restrictions should be lifted. In particular, 
Israel, Kosovo, Lebanon, Montenegro, 
the Republic of North Macedonia and 
the United States of America were 
removed from the list.

Non-essential travel to the EU from 
countries or entities not listed in Annex I 
is subject to temporary travel restriction. 
This is without prejudice to the 
possibility for member states to lift the 
temporary restriction on non-essential 
travel to the EU for fully vaccinated 
travellers.

As stipulated in the Council 
recommendation, this list will continue to 
be reviewed regularly and, as the case 
may be, updated.

Only essential travelers and vaccinated 
Americans allowed into the EU

BELGIUM DONATES 
153,900 COVID-19 

VACCINES TO UGANDA

Reflecting the U.S. commitment to combating climate change, and in support 
of the Comprehensive Fire Management Plan in the Pantanal, on Thursday (23) 
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) will donate emergency 
communication equipment for fire prevention and fighting to the government of Mato 
Grosso do Sul (MS). 

The equipment, valued at R$ 120,000, includes 10 radios, 10 signal repeaters, 
10 vertical and 10 directional antennas and will benefit the agencies involved in 
fighting forest fires in the state, such as PrevFogo/IBAMA, Fire Department, Civil 
Defense. Signal repeaters will facilitate emergency radio communication in cases of 
forest fires and other possible disasters. Once installed, the equipment can transmit 
a signal within a 500km radius, which will facilitate communication between the 
different local institutions and fire brigades in the field.

The first donation will be installed in the State Park of The Springs of Taquari, a 
transitional area between the Cerrado and the Pantanal that is part of a vector of 15 
conservation areas, in which more than 30% of the 30,600 hectares of the park was 
burned in 2020. 

The Miss Universe Thailand 2021 
pageant is partnering with a local 
crypto-currency exchange to make non-
fungible tokens (NFTs) an integral part 
of the event, the first beauty pageant in 
the world to go crypto. 

The partnership between a 
traditional beauty pageant and the 
currency of new generation investors 
provides another showcase for how 
Thailand is embracing innovation and 
the digital universe in new ways and 
forms. Beauty pageants are extremely 
popular in the Kingdom, and Miss 
Universe Thailand is the local qualifying 
competition for the global Miss Universe 
pageant.  

Thai women have won the Miss 
Universe crown twice, in 1965 and 
1988. Israel will host the 2021 Miss 
Universe competition. 

This year, the local pageant has 
teamed up with Bitkub Capital Group 
Holdings, a Thai crypto-currency 
exchange. Bitkub provides multiple 
types of crypto-currency wallets and 
prides itself on their ease of use, saying 
it is bridging the gap between non-tech 
types and blockchain.

 “The partnership with Miss 
Universe Thailand, a prestigious 
entertainment platform with an 
accumulation of more than tens of 
millions of viewers that supports the 
capabilities and roles of women in 
society,” said Topp Jirayut Srupsrisopa, 
CEO of the Bitkub Capital Group. 

 “It has proven to be a positive 
direction for the collaborative effort of 

creating change in the community, as 
well as being a voice of the people to 
ignite hope and inspiration,” Topp said.

 Bitkub said it would provide 
competitors access to its Bitkub 
Academy so they can educate 
themselves on crypto-currency and 
blockchain technology. Bitkub will also 
issue NFT collectible trading cards of 
each pageant participant. The prizes will 
be digital assets.

Miss Universe Thailand pageant first to feature NFTs

Photo courtesy of https://www.bitkub.
com/blog/bitkub-mut-nft-d90f039b55c1

U.S. donates emergency 
communications equipment to prevent 

and fight forest fires in the MS
The equipment, valued at R$ 120,000, 

includes signal repeaters, vertical and directional 
antennas and will benefit PrevFogo/IBAMA, Fire 

Department and Civil Defense
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At the Aug. 30 groundbreaking ceremony for the first homeless day center 
in Imperial County in Southern California, by 11 a.m. the temperature had already 
reached 104 degrees. Such heat is often deadly to those without proper shelter 
and food, according to Monica Enríquez, a member of St. Mary/Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish who has assisted with El Centro Catholic Homeless Ministry 
for 13 years. 

Every year, she learns of people in the homeless community who die from 
the heat. That demonstrates the need for the El Centro Homeless Day Center, 
the county’s first such center, built by Catholic Charities of the Diocese of San 
Diego in partnership with local leaders. The funding for the project came from the 
Imperial Valley Continuum of Care Council and Imperial County. The day center 
is set to open before Thanksgiving 2021.  The day center will be open to both 
men and women and will include a commercial kitchen, dining area, showers, 
restrooms and laundry facilities. It can serve three to four meals a day and 
reach more than 200 people per meal, according to Appaswamy “Vino” Pajanor, 
the CEO of San Diego Catholic Charities. - NCR Publishing Company/www.
NCRonline.org

Colonel Robillart, what is your 
background?

Col. Robillart: I’ll try to be brief, but 
my career path has been very unusual 
and certainly not linear. Even though I 
thought of joining the army when I was still 
in high school, I began by studying law in 
Paris. I started my career at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs’ Monitoring and Emergency 
Unit. I therefore had the opportunity to 
take part in a mission to Albania during 
the war in Kosovo. This mission of more 
than seven months was an eye-opening 
experience for me. After being in constant 
contact with military personnel, it became 
clear to me that I wanted to join the 
military. I therefore did my military service 
in the army, then joined the air force as a 
graduate recruit in the Ecole de l’Air (Air 
Force Training School). I specialized in 
intelligence during my officer training at 
the Salon de Provence air base. My first 
assignment was to the fighter squadron 
at Dijon Air Base, where I briefed pilots 
on air and ground threats before they 
started their missions. I then worked for 
the Directorate of Military Intelligence; 
I worked with major French groups on 
issues relating to economic intelligence 
and security problems abroad. I was then 
posted to the Ministry of Defense led by 
Hervé Morin. I prepared documentation 
relating to international relations. I then 
passed the Ecole de Guerre (War College) 
competitive examination. I continued my 

career in international relations in the 
space field. I continued to broaden my 
expertise at the Operations Planning 
and Conduct Center (CPCO) where I 
was responsible for Africa. My last post 
before coming to Washington was Military 
Assistant to General De Saint-Quentin, 
Head of Operations for the Army Chief of 
Staff.

Since June, I have served as liaison 
officer to the U.S. chiefs of staff. I am 
responsible for liaising between France 
and the U.S. in the field of operations. I 
help facilitate military cooperation.

What’s it like being a woman in the 
army?

Col. Robillart: It remains difficult and 
I feel that I always have to prove myself. 
The institution is still very traditional, and 
you have to continuously assert yourself. 
In fact, I would like to convey a message 
about the role of women. You really have 
to have the courage to assert yourself, to 
assume your rightful place, both literally 
and figuratively: If there aren’t enough 
chairs around the table, don’t be afraid 
to sit down. And more importantly, you 
should never say to yourself that things 
are impossible and you should not limit 
yourself.

How do you maintain your work-life 
balance?

Col. Robillart:  When you have 
certain responsibilities, there’s no choice 
but to be efficient. I have always tried, 

A woman of action at the heart of American military power

“I want to pass on a message to women: don’t say that things are 
impossible and don’t impose limits on yourself.” 

—French Colonel Corinne ROBILLART, Pentagon Liaison 
Officer in Washington, DC

as far as possible, to leave work at a 
reasonable time to spend time with my 
three children. That teaches you to always 
get straight to the point.

What is your favorite professional 
memory?

Col. Robillart: There are too many. I 
have been fortunate enough to experience 
some truly exceptional moments.

In the army, you really have an 
opportunity to experience extraordinary 
things: operations, parachute jumps 
during overseas missions, flights aboard 
fighter jets, low altitude helicopter flights 
over Mali, watching a satellite launch 
at the Guiana Space Center in Kourou, 
French Guiana. But the most recent 
example was a few months ago when I 
was invited to a meeting at the office of 
the Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army at the 
Pentagon to discuss issues that I can’t tell 
you anything about!

You studied at IHEE. How did that 
impact you?

Col. Robillart: I had a wonderful 
experience at IHEE which allowed me 
to learn about a wide range of jobs and 
careers. Just after my year at IHEE, 
while attending the Ecole de Guerre I 
had the opportunity to organize some 
events in collaboration with some fellow 
IHEE graduates. I also served as deputy 
president of the alumni association for a 
year. I am still in regular contact with IHEE 
and its alumni and it is invaluable.

The Philippine Department of 
Tourism (PDOT) is one with the world 
in celebrating the World Tourism Day. 

This year’s theme, “Tourism for 
Inclusive Growth”, parallels our vision 
for a better normal and aligns with the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, 
particularly number 8 – Decent Work 
and Economic Growth. This crisis 
has highlighted the opportunity for 

350 years ago, France 
created the first artists’ 
residency of modern times, 
the French Academy in 
Rome – now known as 
Villa Medici – a global 
center for artistic and 
intellectual residencies that 
inspired the creation of 
the American Academies 

Message of Secretary Berna Romulo-Puyat 
on the celebration of World Tourism Day

the Philippines’ tourism industry to build back better, shifting its narrative toward 
resilient, inclusive, and sustainable growth.  

Our plans and programs for the rest of 2021 and until the first half of 2022 
will be devoted to activities that will protect livelihoods and the workforce, as well 
as broadening and deepening the roots of community engagement, capitalizing 
on the country’s strengths. 

The Department will continue the push for the vaccination of its tourism 
workers, the enforcement of health and safety guidelines, and the development of 
tourism products and circuits that reflect the changing preferences of the traveler 
amidst this pandemic.  

We look forward to the day when we can join other nations in welcoming 
foreign travelers. We are preparing for the return of inbound tourism, ensuring 
that our destinations are safe and our programs are sustainable. 

We join the UNWTO in its call to move forward and work together to build a 
more prosperous and peaceful world through tourism. Tourism has the power to 
change and uplift lives, and as we head towards national economic recovery, we 
are committed to leaving no one behind.  

Together, we will recover as one. 

REINVENTING ARTISTS’ 
RESIDENCIES ACROSS THE U.S.
Introducing Villa Albertine, a new cultural institution 

reinventing artists’ residencies across the United States

and many other residencies around the world. This fall, following those in Italy, Spain 
(Casa Velasquez) and Japan (Villa Kujoyama), France’s fourth major villa will open in 
the US, with a novel concept to extend the notion of residency to the whole territory, with 
a permanent presence in ten major US cities to foster explorations of an entire country-
continent.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES HELPS BUILD FIRST HOMELESS 
DAY CENTER IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNTY 

From left, Andy Diaz, 
Monica Enriquez and 
Richard Enriquez show 
the floor plan for the 
El Centro Homeless 
Day Center in Impe-
rial County in Southern 
California. (NCR photo/
Melissa Cedillo

HANOI --  The U.S. Embassy in 
Hanoi and the Institute of Population, 
Health and Development (PHAD) will 
collaborate to host the 2022 YSEALI 
Virtual Regional Workshop: Enhancing 
Human Capital in Health with the pre-
engagement sessions in November 2021 
and the main workshop in January 2022.

Young emerging leaders who have 
economic, educational, or health care-
related backgrounds in ASEAN countries 
and Timor-Leste will have an opportunity 
to strengthen their network and bring their 
new ideas and critical thinking on how to 
tackle some of the most pressing social 
issues in human capital of the region that 
stem from a dearth in healthcare industry, 
especially in the middle of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The 2022 YSEALI Regional 
workshop will provide information sessions 
and inspirational speeches, interactive 
group activities, leadership training, 
success stories from ASEAN and U.S. 
practices, networking events, small grant 
competition and mentoring program, and 
cultural activities. 

The 2022 Young 
Southeast Asian 
Leaders Initiative 
(YSEALI) Virtual 

Regional Workshop
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INM Book Choice
The Human Condition:

A Pathway to Peace and Fulfillment
by Bob Yari

Did You Know?

DATA GEMS

In his philosophical treatise, 
“The Human Condition”, author Bob 
Yari offers a Pathway to Fulfillment 
and Happiness based on a balanced 
lifestyle, a positive attitude and a 
gratitude for the world’s abundance.  
It is a self-help and self-realization 
book, meant to make people think and 
experiment with some of the concepts 
discussed. Ultimately, says the author, 
a better understanding of the human 
condition is the key ingredient to 
achieving happiness. If we can adjust 
our attitude and our perception of 
everything that happens to us in life, 
we can become much happier people.

Philosophy From Life Experience
“My life experience has gotten 

me to develop a defined ‘Philosophy’ 
of living that has enabled me to be 
a more content and happier person 
when faced with diversity, loss and 
anxiety,” says Yari. After refining 
this way of thinking over many 
years and seeing how it made his 
life more enjoyable, he wanted to 

All Jubilarian attendees in the U.S. will receive a Jubilarian Medallion. 
So, register soon and get your Jubilarian medallion in time to show off at the 
virtual GRC!

 
BECOME A SPONSOR 

Become an event sponsor and showcase your business for as low as 
$50 in a full-page ad placement in the digital souvenir program book! This is a 
chance to support UPAAA-sponsored projects and initiatives like: 

● Kaagapay Project (Laptop+Internet)
● A scholarship stipend for financially disadvantaged students
● An international scholarship for a doctoral student
 

REGISTER NOW! 

● Attendee Registration: https://upaaagrc2021.vfairs.com/en/registration
● Sponsorship and Exhibitor Registration: https://upaaagrc2021.vfairs.

com/en/sponsor-exhibitor
● Digital Souvenir Program Book Registration: https://upaaagrc2021.

vfairs.com/en/souvenirprogram-book 
For additional information, email upaaagrc.chair@gmail.com, or visit the 

https://upaaagrc2021.vfairs.com

TIME TO CELEBRATE

Coral (35 years) - 1986, 1987
Pearl (30 years) - 1991, 1992
Silver (25 years) -1996, 1997
China (20 years) - 2001, 2002
Crystal (15 years) – 2006, 2007

Are you a Jubilarian? If you graduated in the following years, we 
especially invite you to join and celebrate your Jubilarian year with us!

Platinum (70 years) - 1951, 1952
Diamond (60 years) - 1961, 1962
Emerald (55 years) - 1966, 1967
Gold (50 years) - 1971, 1972
Sapphire (45 years) - 1976, 1977
Ruby (40 years) - 1981, 1982

share it with as many people as he 
could. It is our ability to move past 
our own propensities and “natural 
programming” that will allow us to 
better enjoy our lives, says Yari, who 
offers intelligent observations and a 
roadmap to enhance our life’s journey 
in this highly readable and intellectual 
work.

More than 2,300 paintings have 
been incorporated into the Museum 
del Prado since its opening as well as 
a large number of sculptures, prints, 
drawings and works of art through 
bequests, donations and purchases, 
which account for most of the New 
Acquisitions. museodelprado.es

If your home experiences a temporary power outage, here 
are some key reminders to keep your food out of the Danger 
Zone:

• Monitor Temperatures: Keep an appliance 
thermometer in both the refrigerator and freezer. Make sure the 
refrigerator temperature is at 40 F or below and the freezer is at 0 
F or below.

• 4-Hour Window: Your refrigerator will keep food safe 
for up to 4 hours during a power outage. After 4 hours without 
power, discard refrigerated perishable food. Meat, poultry, fish, 
eggs and leftovers must be thrown out.

• When in Doubt, Throw it Out: Never taste food to 
determine its safety. Evaluate each item separately by using this 
chart as a guide.

• Food Keeps Longer in a Freezer: If the doors stay 

First Woman tells the tale of Callie 
Rodriguez, the first woman to explore the 
Moon. While Callie is a fictional character, 
the first female astronaut and person of 
color will soon set foot on the Moon – a 
historic milestone and part of upcoming 
NASA missions. Through a series of 
graphic novels and digital platforms, First 
Woman aims  to capture our attention and 
unite the next generation of explorers who 
will return to the Moon.

While the threat of mass attacks is 
real, we can take steps to prepare, protect 
ourselves and help others.

What are Mass Attacks?
Types of Mass Attacks
•  Active shooter: Individuals using 

firearms to cause mass casualties.
•  Individuals using a vehicle to cause 

mass casualties.
•  Individuals using homemade 

bombs to cause mass casualties.
•  Other methods of mass attacks 

may include knives, fires, drones or other 
weapons.

Be Informed
•  Stay Alert. Always be aware of your 

environment and any possible dangers.
•  If you see something, say 

something to local authorities. That 
includes suspicious packages, people 
behaving strangely, or someone using 
strange communications.

Did you know that the multi-racial population in the United States has increased by 
275.7% since the 2010 Census? Are you looking for data about race and Hispanic Origin 
for 2010 and 2020? 

The Data Gem will teach you how to use an interactive data visualization to identify 
trends for the nation, state, and county. - Census.gov 

The Social Security Board of Trustees today released its annual report on the long-
term financial status of the Social Security Trust Funds. The combined asset reserves 
of the Old-Age and Survivors Insurance and Disability Insurance (OASI and DI) Trust 
Funds are projected to become depleted in 2034, one year earlier than projected last 
year, with 78 percent of benefits payable at that time. 

The OASI Trust Fund is projected to become depleted in 2033, one year sooner 
than last year’s estimate, with 76 percent of benefits payable at that time. The DI Trust 
Fund is estimated to become depleted in 2057, eight years earlier than last year’s 
estimate, with 91 percent of benefits still payable. - ssa.gov

WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF MASS ATTACKS
•  Observe warning signs such 

as unusual or violent communications, 
expressed anger or intent to cause harm 
and substance abuse. 

•  Have an exit plan. Identify exits 
and areas to hide wherever you go.

•  Learn lifesaving skills to assist the 
wounded before help arrives.

Survive DURING pandemic
Focus on Run. Hide. Fight. Do not 

worry about social distancing, wearing 
a mask, or reducing the spread of 
COVID-19 during an active shooter 
situation.

Run to Safety
• Seek safety. Getting away from 

the attacker is the top priority.

• Leave your belongings behind and 
get away. 

• Call 9-1-1 when you are safe 
and describe the attacker, location and 
weapons.

Cover and Hide
• If you can’t evacuate, cover and 

hide. Find a place to hide and, put a solid 
barrier between yourself and the threat.

•  Lock and block doors, close blinds 
and turn off lights.

•  Keep silent.
Help the Wounded
• Take care of yourself first and 

then, if you are able, help the wounded 
get to safety and provide immediate care. 
- ready.gov

Working Life. The Swiss Guards 
along with the Pontifical Gendarmerie 
are responsible for safeguarding the 
Vatican and protecting the Pope. ... 
These are the guards you’ll see helping 
tourists as you take your tour of Vatican 
City. When a Swiss guard is standing in 
silence with his halberd in hand, he is 
on Honor Duty. - Vatican 

How many paintings are there in the Museo del Prado ?

Why is the Vatican guarded by the Swiss guards ?

AVOID FOODBORNE ILLNESS DURING TEMPORARY POWER OUTAGES
By Jesus Garcia, Public Affairs Specialist, Food Safety Education Staff

closed, food will stay safe for up to 48 hours in a full freezer and 
24 hours in a half-full freezer.

• Use a Cooler: Transfer food to a cooler and fill with ice 
or frozen gel packs. Make sure there is enough ice to keep food in 
the cooler at 40 F or below. Add more ice to the cooler as it begins 
to melt.

• Plan Ahead: Obtain dry ice or block ice if your power 
is going to be out for a prolonged period. Fifty pounds of dry ice 
should hold an 18-cubic-foot freezer for 2 days. (Caution: Do not 
touch dry ice with bare hands or place it in direct contact with 
food.)

For more questions about food safety, contact the USDA’s 
Meat and Poultry Hotline at 1-888-MPHotline (1-888-674-6854) 
to talk to a food safety expert or chat live at ask.usda.gov from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday. 

First Woman Graphic 
Novels and Interactive 

Experiences

How can I visualize race and Hispanic origin data 
from the 2020 and 2010 Census?

Social Security Board of Trustees: 
Combined Trust Funds projected depletion one year 

sooner than last year



International News Media SEPTEMBER  20216

Real Estate News

Money matters. And using tried and true strategies for dealing with money 
— or the lack of it — can make a big difference to your present and your future. 
Whether you are saving, spending, or borrowing money, this is information you 
can’t afford to overlook.

•  Shopping & Saving
Realistic budgeting is the key to maintaining a financial safety net and 

spending wisely. Whether you’re shopping for things you buy routinely — or saving 
for that occasional big ticket item — planning is key. 

•  Buying & Owning a Car
Having a car can be an expensive proposition. Read tips on buying vs. 

leasing, negotiating the best deal, financing, getting the most out of warranties and 
service contracts, using gas efficiently, and avoiding repossession.

•  Credit and Loans
Decisions about credit and loans involve lots of factors, including how much 

money you need, what terms you’re offered, and who is behind the offer. 
•  Dealing with Debt

Debt collection, debt management, debt relief, debt settlement... Debt is a 
four-letter word that’s the subject of some complex laws. Learn how to exercise 
your rights under the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act — and how to recognize 
debt-related scams and frauds.

•  Resolving Consumer Problems
Things don’t always go right. Sometimes you don’t get what you ordered; 

sometimes you get an item of the blue. What are your obligations? And by the 
way, are there advantages to using any particular method of payment in terms of 
consumer protections? - FTC

DRIVING TIPS

Don’t become a victim of 
immigration scams! If you need 
legal advice on immigration 
matters, make sure the person 
helping you is authorized to give 
legal advice. Only an attorney or an 
accredited representative working 
for a Department of Justice (DOJ) 
recognized organization can give 
you legal advice. 

1. Obey all traffic rules
2. Slow  down
3. Keep your car in good 

running shape
4. Wear your seat belt
5. Avoid distractions
6. Adjust your accessories
7. Don’t tailgate
8. Be prepared
9. Watch the weather
10. Don’t drive under the 

influence
Just don’t. 
This includes being under the 

influence of alcohol, drugs, or lack 
of sleep. 

Nobody should have to tell 
you how severe the consequences 
can be.

Together with FBI headquarters and field offices throughout the nation, the FBI 
El Paso Field Office is engaged in a multifaceted West Texas effort to build public 
awareness of hate crimes and encourage reporting to law enforcement. The strategy 
includes a public awareness campaign, community and media outreach, and law 
enforcement coordination.

A hate crime is defined as a violent criminal act against a person or property 
motivated in whole or in part by an offender’s bias against a race, ethnicity, religion, 
national origin, disability, sexual orientation, gender, or gender identity. Hate crimes are 
often underreported to both federal and local law enforcement.

The Department of Aging and 
Community Living’s Safe at Home 
Program provides safety adaptations 
in and around the homes of qualifying 
Seniors and adults with disabilities.

In-home Adaptations
Safe at Home provides in-home 

preventative adaptations to reduce the risk 
of falls. Examples include:

• Handrails
• Grab bars
• Bathtub cuts
• Shower seat
• Furniture risers
• Chair lift 

Who should apply?
District residents, age 60 and over, 

or adults with disabilities, age 18 and 
over, who are homeowners or renters of a 
property used as a primary residence, with 
an annual household income at or below 
80% of Area Median Income (AMI)*. 

What is homeowner’s insurance? 
Why is homeowner’s insurance required?

Homeowner’s insurance pays for 
losses and damage to your property if 
something unexpected happens, like a fire 
or burglary. When you have a mortgage, 
your lender wants to make sure your 
property is protected by insurance. That’s 
why lenders generally require proof that 
you have homeowner’s insurance.

Standard homeowner’s insurance 
doesn’t cover damage from earthquakes 
or floods, but it may be possible to add 
this coverage. Homeowner’s insurance 
is also sometimes referred to as “hazard 
insurance”.

Many homeowners pay for their 
homeowner’s insurance through an 
escrow account as part of their monthly 
mortgage payment. You make the 
payments to the lender, and the lender 
holds the part of the payment that is for 
insurance in an escrow account. Then, 
when the bill for the insurance is due, the 

Recent legislation includes several provisions to 
help individuals and businesses who give to charity. 
The new law generally extends four temporary tax 
changes through the end of 2021. Here’s an overview 
of these changes.

Deduction for individuals who don’t itemize 
Usually taxpayers who take the standard 

deduction cannot deduct their charitable contributions. 
The law now permits taxpayers to claim a limited 
deduction on their 2021 federal income tax returns 
for cash contributions they made to certain qualifying 
charitable organizations. 

These taxpayers, including married individuals 
filing separate returns, can claim a deduction of up 

Brushing and flossing are the best 
ways to help prevent cavities, but it’s 
not always easy to clean every nook 
and cranny of your teeth – especially 
those back teeth you use to chew (called 
molars). 

Molars are rough, uneven and a 
favorite place for leftover food and cavity-
causing bacteria to hide. 

Still, there’s another safety net to 
help keep those teeth clean. It’s called 
a sealant, and it is a thin, protective 
coating (made from plastic or other dental 
materials) that adheres to the chewing 

Expanded tax benefits help individuals and businesses give to charity in 2021
to $300 for cash contributions to qualifying charities 
during 2021. The maximum deduction is $600 for 
married individuals filing joint returns.

Cash donations
Most cash donations made to charity qualify for 

the deduction. However, there are some exceptions. 
Cash contributions that are not tax deductible include 
those:

• Made to a supporting organization
• Intended to help establish or maintain a 

donor advised fund
• Carried forward from prior years
• Made to most private foundations 
• Made to charitable remainder trusts

These exceptions also apply to taxpayers who 
itemize their deductions. Cash contributions include 
those made by check, credit card or debit card as 
well as unreimbursed out-of-pocket expenses in 
connection with volunteer services to a qualifying 
charitable organization. Cash contributions don’t 
include the value of volunteer services, securities, 
household items or other property.
100% limit on eligible cash contributions made by 

taxpayers who itemize deductions in 2021
Taxpayers who itemize can generally claim a 

deduction for charitable contributions to qualifying 
organizations. The deduction is typically limited to 
20% to 60% of their adjusted gross income and varies 

depending on the type of contribution and the type of 
charity. 

The law now allows taxpayers to apply up to 
100% of their AGI, for calendar-year 2021 qualified 
contributions. Qualified contributions are cash 
contributions to qualifying charitable organizations.

The 100% limit is not automatic; the taxpayer 
must choose to take the new limit for any qualified 
cash contribution. Otherwise, the usual limit applies. 
The taxpayer’s other allowed charitable contribution 
deductions reduce the maximum amount allowed 
under this election. Eligible individuals must make 
their elections on their 2021 Form 1040 or Form 
1040-SR.- IRS

MONEY & CREDIT

FBI El Paso urges the public 
to report hate crimes

SAFE AT HOME

AVOID SCAMS

10 Driving Tips 
for New Drivers from 

Bridgestone Tire

Homeowner’s Insurance
lender pays it from the escrow account.

The cost of your homeowner’s 
insurance, as well as any similar 
insurance to protect the property, is listed 
on page one of your Loan Estimate, in the 
“Projected Payments” section. However, 
it’s usually a good idea to do your own 
research about how much homeowner’s 
insurance costs. You can shop separately 
for homeowner’s insurance and choose 
the provider and plan that is right for you.  

If you don’t have insurance, your 
lender is allowed to buy it for you and 
charge you for it—but your lender must 
give you advance notice. If your lender 
buys insurance on your home because 
you did not keep up your homeowner’s 
insurance, that insurance may only cover 
the lender, and not you. It also may be 
more expensive than what you could buy 
on your own.  

Homeowner’s insurance protects 
your property. Homeowner’s insurance is 
not the same as mortgage insurance.   

Dental tips from the 
American Dental Association

surface of your back teeth. They’re no 
substitute for brushing and flossing, but 
they can keep cavities from forming and 
may even stop early stages of decay from 
becoming a full-blown cavity. 

In fact, sealants have been shown 
to reduce the risk of decay by nearly 80% 
in molars. This is especially important 
when it comes to your child’s dental 
health. In October 2016, the Centers for 
Disease Control released a report on the 
importance of sealants for school-aged 
children, of which only 43% of children 
ages 6-11 have. 

We serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demon-
stration of God’s unconditional love for all people. World 
Vision serves every child we can, of any faith or none. 

LOVING
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Health & Fitness

Rosemarie Mejia
Real Estate Agent License #01147862

3511 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019
rosemariemejia@gmail.com •  323 997 3838

•  Top Producer
•  Top Listing Agent 
•  Realtor - Hall of Fame Awardee
•  Over 25 years Experience 
            in Real Estate
•  Old Fashion Real Estate Service
•  Knowledge + Experience = 
           Results

•  When You Demand Excellence 
         in Real Estate Service 
•  Passionate in Making 
         a Win- Win Situation in Every 
         Transaction
•  Detail Oriented 
•  Successful Real Estate Investor 
•  Community Leader

Seventeen distinguished University 
of the Philippines Alumni to be 

honored at the 21st Grand Reunion 
and Convention Global livestream

In three weeks’ time, the much-awaited and innovative 21st Grand Reunion 
and Convention (GRC 2021), hosted by the UP Alumni Association in America 
(UPAAA), and co-hosted by the UP Alumni Association in Nevada (UPAAN) will 
present its distinguished awardees. This momentous reunion is happening on 
October 22–24, 2021 virtually. Congruent with our theme, “ARISE: Pagbangon at 
Parangal,” we take this opportunity to recognize and celebrate our outstanding UP 
alumni who truly embody the UP motto, “Honor and Excellence.”

Seventeen awardees, including a husband-and-wife team, will be awarded in 
16 different categories:

Alcide B. Alforque, Theater & Performing Arts Training for Filipino Americans
Celso M. Antiporda, MD - Anesthesiology & Community Empowerment
Edgardo L. Arcinue, MD - Entrepreneurship & Employment Creation 
Lucenia A. Arcinue, MD - Entrepreneurship & Employment Creation
Cecile D. Azarcon-Inocentes - Music
Benito S. Bautista - Film Making & Promotion of Filipino Cinema
Silverio B. Cabellon, Jr. MD - Vascular Surgery & Medical Education
Nora B. Caberoy, PhD - Science & Technology
Susan C. Echiverri, MD - Pediatric Genetics
Jose C. Pamintuan, MD (†) - Cardiology & Healthcare Leadership
Clint E. Ramos - Costume & Production Design
Amadea M. Rivera, RN, BSN - Nursing & Community Service
Modesto S. Rivera, III MD - Urology & Medical Missions
Felicitas F. Santiago MD - Healthcare Readiness in Military Medicine
Aida N. Soriano, MD - Gender Equality & Women Empowerment 
Cornelius I. C. Turalba, MD - Radiation Oncology & Community 

Empowerment
Mariano G. Yogore III, MD, JD - Pathology & Medico-Legal Jurisprudence

The 2021 UPAAA Alumni Awards Committee, chaired by Dr. Francisco Sy, 
MD, MS, DrPH, evaluated and selected the awardees from nominees submitted 
by UP alumni and UP alumni groups. “This year we are recognizing very 
impressive outstanding alumni from diverse backgrounds and disciplines who 
have achieved excellent accomplishments beneficial to our communities in the US 
and in the Philippines,” says Dr. Sy.

The Awards Night for the Distinguished U.P. Alumni will be held on October 
23 at 7:00 PM PDT.

Don’t delay—Register today!
Join us in celebrating our outstanding fellow UP alumni during the exclusive 

premier of the Alumni Awards Night. Visit our website and register here today: 
https://upaaagrc2021.vfairs.com/

Academy Award, Golden Globe 
and 12-time GRAMMY Award-winning 
superstar Lady Gaga recently announced 
she will return to Park MGM in Las Vegas 
October 2021. 

Presented in partnership by MGM 
Resorts International and Live Nation, 
Lady Gaga will take the Park Theater 
stage for nine performances of her 
critically acclaimed LADY GAGA JAZZ & 
PIANO show. 

The shows will celebrate her 
forthcoming collaborative album with Tony 
Bennett, Love For Sale, which will be 
released on Oct. 1 via Interscope. Show 
dates will be Oct. 14, 16, 17, 21, 23, 24, 
28 

In its seventh edition, Films Across Borders, the annual multi-cultural film series, 
focuses on Stories in A Changing World. This film festival is co-presented by American 
University in partnership with the ACF Washington and other embassies, cultural 
organizations and environmental groups. The ACF Washington proudly presents the film 
The Color of a Chameleon (2020) by Austrian director Jürgen Klaubetz as part of the 
2021 series. The film will be shown at the Embassy of Austria on October 7. 

Featuring a massive 30 foot 
salad bar, homemade pizza station, 
delectable carving station, a tasty 
omelet station, and specialties from 
around the world. The scrumptious 
dessert station features fresh baked 
pastries and sugar free desserts.

There’s something for 
everyone!

LAS VEGAS – The latest ad 
launched by the Las Vegas Convention 
and Visitors Authority (LVCVA), “The 
Greatest Arena on Earth,” highlights Las 
Vegas as the ultimate destination to watch 
and experience sports. 

“With a thrilling roster of professional 
teams, high-profile sporting events, world-
class venues and unparalleled event 
experiences, Las Vegas is the Sports 
Capital of the World,” said Kate Wik, chief 
marketing officer for the LVCVA. 

“With this new campaign, we’re 
celebrating the excitement and passion 
that make Las Vegas the greatest 
arena on earth. Whether sports fans are 
attending an event in person or coming 
to the destination to be part of the 
surrounding energy and activations, Las 
Vegas offers an experience that won’t be 
found anywhere else.”

LAS VEGAS and NEW YORK – Coinciding with Pablo 
Picasso’s 140th birthday this October, MGM Resorts and 
Sotheby’s will present a special, first-of-its-kind marquee Evening 
Sale of masterworks by the iconic artist from the MGM Resorts 
Fine Art Collection. 

SPECIAL AUCTION OF MASTERWORKS BY PABLO PICASSO FROM THE MGM 
RESORTS FINE ART COLLECTION, PRESENTED LIVE AT BELLAGIO OCTOBER  23

The auction of works by Picasso, which will be conducted 
live from Bellagio on Saturday, October 23, marks the largest and 
most significant fine art auction to ever take place in Las Vegas, 
and comes as MGM Resorts reshapes its public fine art portfolio, 
deepening its focus on diversity and inclusion

Lady Gaga returns to Park MGM for 
nine performances October 2021

Films Across Borders

The Colors of a Chameleon
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The Buffet at Luxor 
is Now Open!

LAS VEGAS CELEBRATES 
AN ELECTRIFYING 

VARIETY OF SPORTS 
WITH “THE GREATEST 

ARENA ON EARTH
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Every year World Tourism Day is observed on September 27. 
This day is to raise awareness about covering the social, cultural, 

political, and economic contribution of tourism towards gaining the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

 “Tourism for Inclusive Growth’ 
is the theme for World Tourism Day 2021. This year’s official celebration will 
be hosted by Cote d’Ivoire, celebrating tourism’s ability to drive inclusive 
development and the role it plays in promoting respect while generating 

opportunities for many millions across the globe. 
UNWTO


