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SANTA ANA, California – A superseding 
indictment unsealed on November 18 charges the 
founder of a Philippines-based church and two top 
administrators of orchestrating a sex trafficking 
operation that coerced girls and young women to 
have sex with the church’s leader under threats of 
“eternal damnation.”

The superseding indictment expands on 
allegations made early last year against three 
Los Angeles-based administrators of the church, 
which is known as the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, 
The Name Above Every Name (KOJC). The nine 
defendants named in the 42-count superseding 
indictment are charged with participating in a labor 
trafficking scheme that brought church members to 
the United States, via fraudulently obtained visas, 
and forced the members to solicit donations for a 
bogus charity – the Glendale-based Children’s Joy 
Foundation (CJF) – donations that actually were 
used to finance church operations and the lavish 
lifestyles of its leaders. Members who proved 
successful at soliciting for the KOJC allegedly were 

BOSTON – The Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) usually 
sees travel volume increase during 
holidays and the TSA team at Boston-
Logan (BOS) has been proactively 
preparing for the increase in holiday 
travel volume.  Thanksgiving travel 
volumes are expected to be closer to 
2019 levels between Friday, November 
19 and Sunday, November 28. Typically, 
the busiest days during the Thanksgiv-
ing travel period are the Tuesday and 
Wednesday prior to Thanksgiving and 
the Sunday afterward.

Nationwide TSA officers are 
screening between 1.9 and 2.2 million 
people daily, which is a large increase 
from last year, but still down from pre-
pandemic travel.

“TSA along with the Massachusetts 
Port Authority (Massport) recommend 
travelers arrive at the terminal two hours 
prior for their domestic flight and three 
hours prior for an international flight,” 
said Bob Allison, TSA’s Federal Security 
Director for Massachusetts. “We also 
ask travelers to come prepared to the 
airport for security screening. That 
means knowing what should and should 
not be packed in a carry-on bag or 
checked bag.”

NASA has awarded Intuitive Machines of 
Houston a contract to deliver research, including 
science investigations and a technology demon-
stration, to the Moon in 2024. The commercial de-
livery is part of NASA’s Commercial Lunar Payload 
Services (CLPS) initiative and the Artemis program.

The investigations aboard Intuitive Machines’ 
Nova-C lander are destined for Reiner Gamma, 
one of the most distinctive and enigmatic natural 
features on the Moon. 

Known as a lunar swirl, Reiner Gamma is 
on the western edge of the Moon, as seen from 
Earth, and is one of the most visible lunar swirls. 
Scientists continue to learn what lunar swirls are, 
how they form, and their relationship to the Moon’s 
magnetic field.

“This delivery to the Moon will help the U.S. 
expand our capabilities and learn more about this 
interesting region,” said Thomas Zurbuchen, as-
sociate administrator for NASA’s Science Mission 
Directorate in Washington. “Observing lunar swirls 
can give us information about the Moon’s radiation 
environment and perhaps how to mitigate its ef-
fects. With more and more science and technology 
demonstrations on the lunar surface, we can help 
prepare for sustainable astronaut missions through 
Artemis.”

Illustration of Intuitive Machines Nova-C 
lander for the IM-3 mission taking four 
NASA investigations to Reiner Gamma. 
(Credits: Intuitive Machines)

NASA Selects Intuitive Machines 
for New Lunar Science Delivery

Intuitive Machines will receive $77.5 million 
for the contract and is responsible for end-to-end 
delivery services, including payload integration, 
delivery from Earth to the surface of the Moon, and 
payload operations. This is Intuitive Machines’ third 
task order award, the first of which is a delivery to 
Oceanus Procellarum on the Moon during the first 
quarter of 2022. 

“These investigations show how CLPS is 

capable of delivering payloads to the lunar surface 
that will address our primary scientific goals for lu-
nar exploration and discovery,” said Chris Culbert, 
manager of the CLPS initiative at NASA’s Johnson 
Space Center in Houston. 

“We aim to learn more about lunar swirls 
and this payload manifest is designed to obtain 
data unique to the geographical feature of Reiner 
Gamma.”

WASHINGTON –  The Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) launched the Cybersecurity 
Talent Management System (CTMS), a new per-
sonnel system that will enable DHS to more effec-
tively recruit, develop, and retain our Nation’s top 
cybersecurity professionals. CTMS will enable DHS 
to fill mission-critical cybersecurity positions by 
screening applicants based on demonstrated com-
petencies, competitively compensating employees, 
and reducing the time it takes to be hired into the 
Department. Employees hired through this system 
will join the new DHS Cybersecurity Service, the 
Nation’s preeminent federal cybersecurity team 
working to protect U.S. critical infrastructure and 
the American people from cybersecurity threats, 
and increase nationwide resilience.

Charity Scams: Charity-related 
frauds increase during the holidays 
as individuals seek to donate money 
to those less fortunate. Criminals use 
phone calls, email campaigns, and fake 
websites to solicit on behalf of fraudu-
lent charities. Scammers target people 
who want to donate to charity.

Holiday Scams: When shopping 
online during the holiday season—or 
any time of year—always be wary of 
deals that seem too good to be true, 

MANILA —On November 9, Philippine-based startup 
Galansiyang won the U.S. Department of State’s 2021 
Global Innovation through Science and Technology (GIST) 
Catalyst Pitch Competition, placing first in both the “Spirit of 
GIST” and “People’s Choice” categories. 

The GIST Catalyst Pitch Competition is a global com-
petition launched in 2017 that gives science and technology 
entrepreneurs a platform to develop innovative solutions to 
the world’s most pressing issues.  

Galansiyang is a forestry services startup that helps 
the mining industry speed up environmental rehabilitation 
with automation technology, including aerial seeding for 
reforestation and forest monitoring.  It is one of the pioneer-
ing startups formed in Mindanao State University-Iligan 
Institute of Technology. 

The team includes Jay Arneil Gajudo, Joshua Fernan-
dez, Maynard Costanilla, Jiko Colita, Engineer Dreamer 
Lamberte, and Engineer Harold Cuerbo. 

Federal grand jury issues 
new indictment vs. leaders 

of PHL-based church

Continued on Page 4

DHS launches innovative
hiring program to recruit and 

retain world-class cyber talent

PHL wins award at State Department’s GIST Catalyst Pitch Competition

Globally, 25 teams went to the semifinal round of GIST 
in October.  In November, five innovators were chosen to 
advance to the final stage of the competition, with Galansi-
yang representing the Asia-Pacific region. 

“This challenge became an opportunity for us to show-
case the grit and the hustle toward our love for innovation.  
Now, we are recognized as a promising startup committed 
to fighting deforestation,” said Gajudo. 

FBI WARNING: ‘TIS THE SEASON FOR HOLIDAY SCAMS
and do your part to avoid becoming a 
scammer’s next victim. 

Online Shopping Scams: Stay 
away from unfamiliar sites offering un-
realistic discounts on brand-name mer-
chandise. Scammers frequently prey on 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday bargain 
hunters by advertising “One-Day Only” 
promotions from recognized brands. If 
you’re purchasing from a company for 
the first time, research the business and 
check reviews other customers have 

shared. If little to no information about a 
vendor exists, shop elsewhere. 

Payment Red Flags: Be cautious 
of sellers and websites which demand 
payment solely through gift cards. 
Scammers sometimes encourage shop-
pers to conduct wire transfers, which 
allow criminals to quickly receive illicit 
funds. Using a credit card provides lay-
ers of security against fraud and is typi-
cally the safest way to conduct online 
shopping throughout the holidays. 

TSA prepared for Thanksgiving travel out 
of Boston-Logan International Airport

What travelers need to know about holiday travel at TSA checkpoints

Everyone in the airport is still re-
quired to wear a mask as prescribed by 
the federal mask mandate. This means 
that all travelers must be wearing a 
mask at TSA airport screening check-
points and throughout the airport and 
during their flights. 

Individuals with disabilities, 
medical conditions and other special 
circumstances can contact the TSA 
Cares Helpline for additional assistance 
during the security screening process 
and to find out what to expect at the 
checkpoint. Individuals may request 
assistance through the TSA screening 
checkpoint by clicking here: https://www.
tsa.gov/contact-center/form/cares or by 
calling (855) 787-2227 (Federal Relay: 
711) 72 hours prior to traveling .
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Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) surgeons work 
predominately in conflict settings providing care to communities without access 
to functioning health care systems. Surgical cases include general, trauma, 
obstetrics, pediatrics, burn and reconstruction, working with all ages.

Basic diagnostic equipment and facilities needed to run an operating 
room will be limited: there may not even be an X-ray machine. Responsibilities 
include general surgery, surgical-needs assessment, and training of local staff.

Please note that we are not currently recruiting Orthopedic, Vascular or 
Maxillofacial Surgeons. We are actively recruiting General Surgeons, Trauma 
Surgeons, Pediatric Surgeons and Plastic / Reconstructive Surgeons with a 
particular emphasis on French speakers and longer availability (6+ weeks).

doctorswithoutborders.org

REMEMBERING PAUL RAMIREZ
He’s kind and unassuming in spite of his degrees,
He’s always so helpful with everyone he meets.
Not a sore word does he utter but a smile instead
He is one of a Kind, My loving Brother…

He’ll fix anything for you even if he’s blue,
Because he aims to please using his engineering skills
He’s always there to lend a hand as he cares for you dearly
And may bring in his inventions too.

He’s a true gentleman and carries the charm,
Enjoys travel and leisure with a camera on hand
He enjoys a good laugh and cracks some jokes too but
He loves the buffet most of all especially desserts like Leche Flan.

He has spent his years creating things as he is innovative,
He enjoys teaching as he loves his students and they love him too
But his Faith and his Love of family was the most important thing of all,
As he coined the phrase “La Union hace la Fuerza;” “Unity is Strength!”

His grandkids call him “Papito” and his family like my Ed,”Pablito,”
But to me, He’s just my loving Big Brother, Paul
Who I will keep forever in my heart and soul!
I WILL MISS YOU BUT I KNOW, THAT WE WILL SEE EACH AGAIN…
                      YOUR SISTER, RAQUI

I chose this song “I’LL REMEMBER YOU” By ELVIS PRESLEY 
Since he was Paul’s favorite singer.

Thousands 
of unknown chemicals 
found in e-cigarettes 
Vaping aerosols contain thousands 

of unknown chemicals and substances 
not disclosed by manufacturers, including 
industrial chemicals and caffeine, Johns 
Hopkins University researchers found.

The study is the first to apply to 
vaping liquids and aerosols an advanced 
fingerprinting technique used to identify 
chemicals in food and wastewater. The 
results, just published in the journal 
Chemical Research in Toxicology, 
suggest people who vape are using a 
product whose risks have yet to be fully 
determined. 

How spiders build webs 
using night vision

Johns Hopkins University 
researchers discovered precisely how 
spiders build webs by using night vision 
and artificial intelligence to track and 
record every movement of all eight legs 
as spiders worked in the dark. Their 
creation of a web-building playbook or 
algorithm brings new understanding of 
how creatures with brains a fraction of 
the size of a human’s are able to create 
structures of such elegance, complexity 
and geometric precision . 
Non-invasive optical probe

Johns Hopkins University engineers 
are the first to use a non-invasive 
optical probe to understand the complex 
changes in tumors after immunotherapy, 
a treatment that harnesses the immune 
system to fight cancer. Their method 
combines detailed mapping of the 
biochemical composition of tumors with 
machine learning.

Holiday shopping 
With fewer than 50 days until Black 

Friday, it’s beginning to look like supply 
chain issues could severely disrupt 
holiday shopping in the United States, 
affecting availability of everything. Johns 
Hopkins University Carey Business School 
Professor Tinglong Dai says the concerns 
are due to a perfect storm of supply chain 
shortages. 

AABB, America’s Blood Centers 
and the American Red Cross are 
joining together to urge eligible, healthy 
individuals to contact their local blood 
center and make an appointment to 
donate blood. Doing so is essential to 

City of Hope, a world-class biomedical research institution and comprehensive 
cancer center, is launching a biomedical innovation and commercialization (BIC) 
program designed to teach City of Hope faculty about how BIC efforts drive patient 
benefit and fuel ongoing scientific discovery. 

 The inaugural BIC course is the first of its kind at City of Hope and the surrounding 
L.A. area. In collaboration with Keck Graduate Institute, the workshop is tailored to 
City of Hope faculty members interested in commercialization. It will offer a unique 
opportunity to access an unparalleled set of experts from within City of Hope and other 
biomedical institutions. 

City of Hope blends the best of academics, medical care, and biotech environment 
— a concept the institution calls the “R&D hybrid” model. This model brings additional 
resources, business discipline and the insights of accomplished industry experts 
to support the development of the most promising of discoveries of City of Hope 
scientists. The ultimate goal is speeding discoveries to patients by fast-tracking the 
commercialization of potentially life-changing new therapies.

 The biomedical innovation and commercialization program is led by Ildiko Csiki, 
M.D., Ph.D., chief commercial R&D officer at City of Hope, and Harlan Levine, M.D., 
president of strategy and business ventures at City of Hope. 

This unique program places City of Hope at the forefront of the institutions 
committed to innovation and entrepreneurship for the benefit of its patients. 

Beth, her fiancée Tim, and her seven-year-old lost 
everything in Hurricane Florence. Their home. Their clothing, 
furniture, and household items. Even their family pictures were 
lost in the storm. 

“It was very stressful. Worst amount of stress we had 
been through. We had nothing. No clothes, my son didn’t have 
a bed.” Beth

Then it got worse. Beth lost her job. Her seven-year-old 
son had to be transferred to another school. The family began 
crumbling and Beth was losing hope fast. 

“One day I just poured my heart out to God, just asking 
for a sign of hope,” Beth said. “Our family needed a win. We 
had been through so much and we just needed a sign.” 

Shortly afterward, a friend told Beth about The Salvation 
Army’s programs that help people in crisis. She went to learn 
more and met with the local Salvation Army officer. 

“The major listened to our story. He told me not to worry. 
Then he looked me straight in the eye and said, “There IS 
hope.” That was the sign from God that I was praying for.” 

In the next few weeks, The Salvation Army worked with 

At the New Year’s dinner in the Coronado 
Hotel on January 2014.

Christmas photo at the Coronado Hotel 
2013.

BLOOD DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED 
AS COVID-19 PANDEMIC CONTINUES 

JOHNS HOPKINS 
NEWS

City of Hope conducts its first
biomedical innovation program

BETH’S STORY
by SHELLEY HENDERSON  

Beth to help connect her family to the services they needed. 
Food, furniture, clothing were provided for Beth and her 
family. Through The Salvation Army’s network of agencies, it 
was able to identify resources to help her family get back on 
their feet. But more importantly, they offered hope. 

“There was no lower to go. I kept saying to God that I 
am not Job. I am not strong, I can’t do this,” she cried. “But by 
the grace of God and with the help of The Salvation Army the 
Lord provided.” 

DONATE NOW
SALVATION ARMY
1800  728 7825

maintaining the stability of the nation’s 
blood supply, which ensures life-saving 
medical treatments are available for 
patients .

Please contact one of the following 
organizations to find a local blood 
collection site and to schedule an 
appointment to donate:

• AABB: www.aabb.org; 
+1.301.907.6977

• America’s Blood Centers: www.
americasblood.org; +1.202.393.5725

• American Red Cross: www.
RedCrossBlood.org; +1.800.RED 
CROSS(+1.800.733.2767) 

In addition to donations, our nation 
needs individuals, schools, businesses, 
and other community organizations to host 
a blood drive. Blood drives are critically 
important to provide local blood donation 
opportunities and to bring communities 
together to help save lives. Blood 
collection organizations continue to adapt 
their safety protocols to align with local, 
state, and federal guidance to ensure the 
safest possible experience for donors, 
staff and blood drive hosts.

Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller made two 
essential discoveries in the early 20th 
century about Alzheimer’s disease, a brain 
disorder that slowly destroys memory and 
thinking skills.

He’s also believed to be the first 

The African American psychiatrist who made landmark Alzheimer’s discoveries
By NOELANI KIRSCHNER, shareamerica.com

African American psychiatrist in the United 
States.

Today, scientists know that 
Alzheimer’s disease — a form of 
dementia that affects approximately 44 
million people around the globe — is 

characterized by the loss of neurons and 
synapses in the brain. But over a century 
ago, psychiatrists and neurologists 
believed it was a form of insanity, a broad 
term used then to refer to mental illness. 
Fuller’s research changed that.
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“We cannot wait for the poor to knock on our door; we need urgent-
ly to reach them in their homes, in hospitals and nursing homes, on 

the streets and in the dark corners where they sometimes hide, in 
shelters and reception centers.”— Pope Francis

MANILA – Department of National Defense (DND) Secre-
tary Delfin Lorenzana and Spanish Defense Minister Margarita 
Robles have discussed “matters of mutual interest” during their 
meeting in Madrid last November 2.

“The two ministers discussed matters of mutual inter-
est, including the importance of strengthening partnerships in 
the Indo-Pacific region, fostering multilateral cooperation, and 
jointly addressing the global issue of climate change,” said DND 
spokesperson Arsenio Andolong in a statement Thursday.

In the meeting, Lorenzana welcomed the growing defense 
relations between the Philippines and partner countries in Eu-
rope, including Spain.

Lorenzana is also in the Spanish capital for the signing of 
the Agreement between the DND and the National Intelligence 
Centre (CNI) of the Kingdom of Spain on the “Protection of Clas-
sified Information in the Field of Defense” which is scheduled for 
Thursday.

The DND chief will also attend the International Defence 
Industry Exhibition (FEINDEF) 2021 while in Madrid. (PNA)

PH, Spain defense chiefs meet on 
‘matters of interest’ in Madrid

By PRIAM NEPOMUCENO 

ENHANCING DEFENSE TIES. Department of 
National Defense (DND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana 
(right) and Spain’s Defense Minister Margarita Robles 
(left) pose for a photo opportunity on the sidelines of 
their meeting in Madrid on Nov. 2, 2021. Lorenzana 
and Robles discussed matters of mutual interest, includ-
ing the importance of strengthening partnerships in 
the Indo-Pacific region, fostering multilateral coopera-
tion, and jointly addressing the global issue of climate 
change. (Photo courtesy of DND) BRASILIA - The Academic Opportunities Program, supported by the U.S. 

Department of State, celebrates its 15th anniversary in Brazil this year, and during 
this period has benefited hundreds of students. The program aims to support quali-
fied students from families with limited financial resources in the application process 
for undergraduate and graduate programs in the United States. The principal aim of 
the program is to help participants receive scholarships from U.S. universities, and 
is offered through the EducationUSA network, a State Department network to guide 
and track those interested in studying in the U.S.

The program provides academic follow-up throughout the application process 
and covers the costs of the university applications, including: study materials, 
registration fees for the required exams, transportation and accommodation when 
necessary to take required exams, university application fees, and translation and 
submission of documents. Registration for the program for potential undergraduate 
students is open from 17/11/2021 to 10/01/2022.

Program offers U.S. higher 
education opportunities for 

low-income Brazilian students
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM REGISTRATION WILL OPEN ON NOV. 17

Dr. Raquel Ramsey ( Left ) with her colleague, 
Sarah Sedghi who visited her with her mom  on 
Veterans Day  “to remember Ed as they used to do 
when Ed was still with us.”

As the end of November draws 
near, most Americans think about 
turkeys and football. But Thanksgiving 
is not the only festive day this month. 
On November 16, the Netherlands and 
America celebrated Dutch-American 
Heritage Day to commemorate the 
longstanding relationship we share. The 
Netherlands was one of the first coun-
tries to recognize the nascent United 
States as a sovereign state.

“Hello”
This was not a grandiose cer-

emony with heads of state or a lengthy 
document being signed as a treaty. It 
was a seemingly insignificant event on 
November 16, 1776, that started the 
friendship between our two countries.

The simple courtesy of two sailors 
saying “hello” had such important con-
sequences for the relationship between 
the Netherlands and the US.

HANOI --  Huge gender gaps in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) remain in Southeast Asia, with the World Bank reporting 
the average share of female graduates from STEM programs at the tertiary 
level among Southeast Asia’s middle-income countries at only 35 percent. 
These factors, along with other challenges and barriers for women to join the 
energy sector’s workforce, have resulted in a severe underrepresentation of 
women in the energy sector, particularly at the leadership level.

To advance women’s economic empowerment and strengthen energy 
institutions, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) awarded 
a three-year, $9 million Enhancing Equality in the Energy Sector for South-
east Asia Activity (E4SEA), focusing on Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam. The new activity will increase job 
opportunities for women interested in pursuing careers in energy, and will be 
implemented by CORE International, Inc.

Dr. Steven G. Olive, Mission Director for USAID’s Regional Development 
Mission for Asia, said, “Women are underrepresented in the workforce across 
Southeast Asia, particularly in male-dominated industries such as the energy 
sector. This is more than an issue of equity—it is a missed economic opportu-
nity for countries, companies, and communities. Our partnership will empower 
women to take on careers and leadership roles in the energy sector.”

Designated one of the nation’s top five auto shows 
by the International Organization of Motor Vehicle 
Manufacturers, The Washington, D.C. Auto Show®, a 
world class event, continues to wow audiences with its 
cutting-edge exhibits, latest model cars and displays of 
historic vehicles.

As the “Public Policy Show” on the auto show 
circuit, the 10-day public show is preceded by two Public 
Policy Preview Days of special events and announce-
ments for officials in government, industry and the media.

The Washington, D.C. Auto Show is also the largest 
public show in the nation’s capital. Over the course of its 
many years this beloved and historic D.C. tradition has 
attracted Washingtonians of all stripes – and political 
affiliations. 

Visitors enjoy the annual trek to the Walter E. 
Washington Convention Center for the entertainment, as 
much as for the experience of viewing the hundreds of 
cars on exhibit.

Along with the engineering prowess on display 
among the more than 600 new models from over 35 
manufacturers, the 2020 show featured VIP tours led by 
award-winning automotive writers and a special exhibit 
area for live painting of “art” cars. There were also onsite 
visits from celebrities and sports personalities!

USAID envisions women leaders 
in the energy sector in Southeast Asia

DUTCH-AMERICAN 
HERITAGE DAY

Washington, D.C. Auto Show
January 21, 2022- January 30, 2022

MAYOR PROCLAIMS “SWAHILI VILLAGE 
DAY” AS DC’S DIPLOMATIC ELITE 

JOIN GRAND OPENING SOIREE AT ICONIC 
PAN-AFRICAN RESTAURANT

WASHINGTON DC -- More than 
300 guests representing leaders in 
government, the arts, education, the 
diplomatic community and media at-
tended the official Grand Opening of 
Swahili Village’s “The Consulate” in 
Washington, D.C. on Tuesday, October 
26, 2021.  A highlight for Swahili Village 
included the proclamation of “Swahili 
Village Day” as announced by Kimberly 
A. Bassett, Secretary of State for the 
District of Columbia and presented to 
Swahili Village’s Founder, CEO and 
master chef Kevin Onyona and COO 
Emad Shoeb. 

Reading on behalf of Mayor 
Muriel Bowser, Bassett told the crowd 
“Whereas Swahili Village has created 
a prominent social venue for global 
learning through which the community 
can contribute to global education and 
obtain a better understanding of our 
interconnected world, I, the mayor of the 
District of Columbia, do hereby proclaim 
the 26th of October as “Swahili Village 
Day” in Washington, D.C., and call upon 
all our citizens to salute this important 
contribution to the city.”  

Guests included over 40 diplo-
mats from around the globe as well 
as ambassadors from African nations 
including the evening’s chair, Her Excel-
lency Hilda Suka-Mafudze, Ambassador 
of the African Union Mission represent-
ing 55 African countries; His Excellency 
Lazarus Amayo, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Kenya; and Dr. Ky Dele, 
Founder and President of The Made 
Man Foundation (TMM) & Principal of 
BluePoint Group Global.  Dr. Benja-
min F. Chavis, Jr. served as Master of 
Ceremonies.

L-R: Jamila Bey, WPFW, CEO/Exec 
Chef Kevin Onyona, Denise Rolark 
Barnes, Washington Informer & COO 
Emad Shoeb. “Meet the Chef”
Exclusive Media Reception.

 “I am absolutely stunned by the 
number of people that came to show 
their support but especially by their 
enthusiasm for our endeavor” Onyona 
said later. 

L-R: DC Secretary of State Kimberly 
Bassett presents Mayor’s Proclamation 
to COO Emad Shoeb and CEO/Exec 
Chef Kevin Onyona.

L-R: Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., COO 
Emad Shoeb, Togo Ambassador, AU 
Ambassador, Arab League Ambassa-
dor, CEO/Exec Chef Kevin Onyona & 
Kenya Ambassador.



International News Media NOVEMBER  20214

We’re World Vision!
Together, we empower the most vulnerable children to overcome poverty and 

experience fullness of life. We help children of all backgrounds, even in the most 
dangerous places, inspired by our Christian faith .

We serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a demonstration of God’s 
unconditional love for all people. World Vision serves every child we can, of any 
faith or none. 

World Vision has over 70 years of experience working with communities, 
donors, partners, and governments to create opportunities for better futures for 
vulnerable children … even in the toughest places.

Worldvision.org

U.S. Air Force fighter and 
mobility aircraft were deployed to 
bases in Poland, Lithuania and 
Estonia as part of Operation Rapid 
Forge, a U.S. Air Forces in Europe-
sponsored training event designed 
to enhance interoperability with 
NATO allies and partners, improve 
readiness and sharpen operational 
capabilities.

F-35 Lightning II fighter jets, 
F-15E Strike Eagles, and C-130J 
Super Hercules aircraft arrived at 
Powidz Air Base, Poland, to conduct 
refueling and re-arming operations 
using inert munitions.

F-15E Strike Eagles and 
C-130J Super Hercules aircraft 
arrived at Siauilai AB, Lithuania, also 
to conduct refueling and re-arming 
operations using inert munitions.

F-15E Strike Eagles and MC-
130J Commando II aircraft arrived 
at Amari AB, Estonia, to conduct 
refueling operations.

MANILA – The Philippines plans 
to procure more of the one-shot Sputnik 
Light anti-coronavirus disease 2019 
(Covid-19) vaccine after receiving its first 
batch, donated by Russia, on Friday.

A total of 5,000 doses of the Sputnik 
Light vaccine arrived at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport (NAIA) Terminal 2, 
along with the 2,805,000 doses (1,402,500 
doses each of Components I and II) of 
Sputnik V shots, which were procured by 
the Philippine government.

National Task Force Against 
Covid-19 chief implementer, Secretary 
Carlito Galvez Jr., said negotiations are 
underway for the procurement of at least 
10 million more doses of Sputnik Light.

He said the government would 
allocate the first batch of the one-shot 
Sputnik Light vaccine to the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao.

PH receives 1st batch 
of Russia’s one-shot 

Sputnik Light vax

The fourth edition of “Sweden 
Creates Jobs in the United States,” 
highlights the magnitude and depth of the 
economic ties between Sweden and the 
United States. 

The report provides an overview of 
trade and investments flows, and even 
more significant, it shows the number of 
jobs created in the US on a state-by-state 
Sweden directly supports more than 367 

U.S. Air Force aircraft 
deploy to the Baltics 

and Poland

Spain, the United States, and 28 other countries adopt the Madrid Declaration 
to advance the designation of new marine protected areas in Antarctica. The 
Madrid Declaration was approved at a high-level meeting opened by the Presi-
dent of the Government of Spain Pedro Sánchez. The text urges the interna-
tional community to undertake new initiatives to conserve biodiversity and 
curb the impact of human activity in sensitive areas of the Southern Ocean. 

MADRID DECLARATION ADOPTED

Sweden creates jobs in the U.S.
000 jobs in the US.

Swedish-affiliated companies in the 
US create 310 000 jobs in the country; 
export of services from the US to Sweden 
supports 37 000 jobs; and export of 
goods from the US to Sweden supports 
20 000 jobs—367 000 jobs in total. The 
job numbers for businesses in this study 
are collected from almost 650 Swedish-
affiliated companies in the US. 

The total number of Swedish-
affiliated companies active on the US 
market is likely more than one thousand. 
When adding supporting jobs, suppliers, 
and subcontractors, the number of jobs 
supported approaches one million.

The Swedish companies accounted 
for in this study are based in almost 3 000 
locations in all 50 states in the US, as well 
as Washington DC and Puerto Rico. All 
50 states export goods and services to 
Sweden. 

The US is the largest destination 
for Swedish foreign direct investment. 
In 2019, Sweden invested more than 61 
billion USD in the US. 

This places Sweden as the 13th 
largest investor in the US, ahead of 
countries as China, Mexico and South 
Korea.

Swedish companies’ activities in 
the US cover a broad range of sectors. 
Examples include transportation 
(Volvo), construction (Skanska), 
telecommunications (Ericsson), 
pharmaceuticals (AstraZeneca), fashion 
(H&M), home appliances (Electrolux), 
furniture and decoration (IKEA), and tech 
(Spotify).

The booklet was made by Team 
Sweden USA - Embassy of Sweden in 
USA, the Consulate General of Sweden 
in New York, Business Sweden and 
the Swedish-American Chambers of 
Commerce of the USA.

Federal grand jury issues new indictment vs. 
leaders of PHL-based church...From Page 1

forced to enter into sham marriages 
or obtain fraudulent student visas to 
continue soliciting in the United States 
year-round. 

The superseding indictment, which 
was returned by a federal grand jury 
on November 10, expands the scope 
of the 2020 indictment by adding six 
new defendants, including the KOJC’s 
leader, Apollo Carreon Quiboloy, who 
was referred to as “The Appointed Son 
of God.”

Three of the new defendants 
were arrested November 18 by federal 
authorities. The remaining three, includ-
ing Quiboloy, are believed to be in the 
Philippines.

The defendants charged in the 
superseding indictment are:

•  Quiboloy, believed to be 71, 
whose primary residence is a KOJC 
compound in Davao City, Philippines, 
but who also maintained large residenc-
es in Calabasas, California; Las Vegas, 
Nevada; and Kapolei, Hawaii;

•  Teresita Tolibas Dandan, also 
known as “Tessie” and “Sis Ting,” 59, of 
Davao City, the “international adminis-
trator” who was one of the top overseers 
of KOJC and CJF operations in the 
United States;

•  Helen Panilag, 56, of Davao City, 
the one-time top KOJC administrator 
in the U.S., who oversaw the collection 
of financial data from KOJC operations 
around the globe;

•  Felina Salinas, also known as 
“Sis Eng Eng,” 50, of Kapolei, Hawaii, 
who allegedly was responsible for 
collecting and securing passports and 

other documents from KOJC workers 
in Hawaii, as well as directing funds 
solicited to church members to church 
officials in the Philippines (arrested Nov. 
18);

•  Guia Cabactulan, 61, the lead 
KOJC administrator in the United States 
who operated the KOJC compound in 
Van Nuys (charged in original indict-
ment);

•  Marissa Duenas, 43, a Van 
Nuys-based administrator who handled 
fraudulent immigration documents for 
workers (charged in original indictment);

•  Amanda Estopare, 50, another 
Van Nuys-based administrator who 
was in charge of tracking and reporting 
the money raised in the U.S. to KOJC 
officials in the Philippines (charged in 
original indictment);

•  Bettina Padilla Roces, also 
known as “Kuki,” 48, a fourth adminis-
trator who allegedly handled financial 
matters (arrested Nov. 18 in Reseda); 
and

•  Maria De Leon, 72, a resident 
of the Koreatown neighborhood of Los 
Angeles, the owner of Liberty Legal 
Document Services, who allegedly 
processed fraudulent marriages and 
immigration-related documents for 
KOJC workers (arrested Nov. 18 at her 
residence).

The superseding indictment 
charges Quiboloy, Dandan and Salinas 
with participating in a conspiracy to 
engage in sex trafficking by force, fraud 
and coercion, as well as the sex traffick-
ing of children. These three defendants 
allegedly recruited females ranging 
from approximately 12 to 25 years of 
age to work as personal assistants, or 
“pastorals,” for Quiboloy. 

The indictment states that the 
victims prepared Quiboloy’s meals, 
cleaned his residences, gave him 
massages and were required to have 
sex with Quiboloy in what the pastorals 
called “night duty.” The indictment spe-
cifically mentions five female victims, 
three of whom were minors when the 
alleged sex trafficking began.
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INM Book Choice
EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE 2.0
by Travis Bradberry, Jean Greaves

Foreword by Patrick Lencioni, 
bestselling author of The Five Dysfunctions of a Team 
Emotional Intelligence 2.0 

is a book with a single purpose—
increasing your EQ. Here’s what 
people are saying about it:

“Emotional Intelligence 2.0 
succinctly explains how to deal with 
emotions creatively and employ our 
intelligence in a beneficial way.”

—THE DALAI LAMA

“A fast read with compelling 
anecdotes and good context in which 
to understand and improve.”

—NEWSWEEK

“Gives abundant, practical 
findings and insights with emphasis on 
how to develop EQ.”

—STEPHEN R. COVEY

“This book can drastically change 
the way you think about success…
read it twice.” —PATRICK LENCIONI

In today’s fast-paced world of 
competitive workplaces and turbulent 
economic conditions, each of us is 
searching for effective tools that can 
help us to manage, adapt, and strike 
out ahead of the pack. 

By now, emotional intelligence 
(EQ) needs little introduction—it’s 

no secret that EQ is critical to your 
success. But knowing what EQ is and 
knowing how to use it to improve your 
life are two very different things.

Emotional Intelligence 2.0 
delivers a step-by-step program for 
increasing your EQ via four, core EQ 
skills that enable you to achieve your 
fullest potential:

1) Self-Awareness
2) Self-Management
3) Social Awareness
4) Relationship Management 

“My life was a complete a mess, 
and God bless all of it. Because it’s in 
the messes where we learn the most—
as long as we slow down enough to 
realize what God is trying to show us.”

Suddenly in the spotlight, 
twenty-four-year-old Hannah Brown 
realized that she wasn’t sure what she 
wanted. After years of competing in 
beauty pageants, and then starring on 
The Bachelorette and Dancing with 
the Stars, she had become incredibly 
visible. There she was, in her early 
twenties, with millions around the 
world examining and weighing in on 
her every decision. She found herself 
wondering what it would mean to live 
on her terms. What it would mean to 
stop seeking approval from others and 
decide – for the first time – what it was 
she wanted from her own life.

An honest and earnest 
examination of her own mid-twenties, 
God Bless This Mess is a memoir that 
doesn’t claim to have all the answers. 
Hannah knows she doesn’t have all 
the answers. What she does have is 
the insight of someone who has spent 
critical years of her youth under public 
scrutiny. 

Thus what emerges is a 
quarter-life memoir that speaks to 
the set of difficulties young women 
face, and how to move through them 

Experts recommend at least 30 minutes of moderate-
intensity physical activity five or more days a week. But finding an 
extra 30 minutes a day for exercise in a busy life can be difficult . 

10 Minutes of Cardio
Cardio, short for cardiovascular exercise, is any movement 

that increases your heart rate and blood circulation. 
•  Use 10 minutes of your lunch hour to go for a brisk walk.
•  Walk up and down the stairs at work for 10 minutes.
•   Work off some of the stress of the day by exercising to 

your favorite music for 10 minutes (about three songs). 
10 Minutes of Strength Training

•  Start your day with 10 minutes of strengthening exercises, 
such as lunges and bicep curls.

•  While watching TV, slowly and carefully lift and lower 
weights for 10 minutes. Use dumbbells, barbells, or whatever 
weights you have on hand, such as water bottles or bricks.

•  If you’re on a long phone call, do 10 minutes of squats or 
calf raises to strengthen lower-body muscles.

10 Minutes of Stretching
Whether you drive, stand, or sit at a desk for long periods, 

aim to change position and stretch for 10 minutes at least once a 
day. Two times a day is even better to improve overall fitness.

•  After a walk, add 10 minutes of your favorite stretches.
•  Download an app that features a 10-minute stretching 

routine.
•  Search YouTube for free stretching workout videos. -   

HHS/ National Institutes of Health/ National Cancer Institute  

WASHINGTON -- Low-income 
California residents in six counties 
(Lassen, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Tehama 
and Trinity) recovering from the wildfires 
that began on July 20 could be eligible for 
a helping hand from the USDA’s Disaster 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (D-SNAP), the U.S Department 
of Agriculture announced recently.

USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack said 
that households that may not normally 
be eligible under regular Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
rules may qualify for D-SNAP – if they 
meet certain criteria, including the disaster 
income limits and have qualifying disaster-
related expenses.

To be eligible for D-SNAP, a 

USDA ANNOUNCES APPROVAL OF D-SNAP 
FOR CALIFORNIA DISASTER AREAS

household must have either lived or 
worked in an identified disaster area 
during the time of the disaster, been 
affected by the disaster, and meet certain 
D-SNAP eligibility criteria. 

Eligible households will receive one 
month of benefits – equal to the maximum 
amount for a SNAP household of their size 

– that they can use to purchase groceries 
at SNAP-authorized stores or from select 
retailers online to meet their temporary 
food needs as they settle back home 
following the disaster. 

California will share information 
about D-SNAP application dates and 
locations through local media.

The timing of D-SNAP varies with the 
unique circumstances of each disaster, 
Vilsack said, but always begins after 
commercial channels of food distribution 
have been restored and families are able 
to purchase and prepare food at home. 

Before operating a D-SNAP, a 
state must ensure that the proper public 
information, staffing, and resources are in 
place. - USDA.GOV

The Library of Congress is seeking applicants for its next 
Junior Fellows Summer Internship Program, which will run from 
May 23, 2022, to July 29, 2022. This 10-week paid internship 
is open to undergraduate and graduate students interested in 
learning and conducting research at the largest library in the 
world. For the third year in a row, the internship will be conducted 
virtually. The deadline to apply is Monday, Nov. 29, 2021. 

Library seeks applicants for the 
2022 Junior Fellows ProgramHow 10 minutes 

can be a workout

November is National Diabetes 
Month. Discover how nutrition and 
exercise play a role in preventing and 
managing Diabetes is a chronic (long-
lasting) health condition that affects how 
your body turns food into energy.

Most of the food you eat is broken 
down into sugar (also called glucose) and 
released into your bloodstream. When 
your blood sugar goes up, it signals your 
pancreas to release insulin. Insulin acts 
like a key to let the blood sugar into your 
body’s cells for use as energy.

If you have diabetes, your body 
either doesn’t make enough insulin or 
can’t use the insulin it makes as well as it 
should. When there isn’t enough insulin or 
cells stop responding to insulin, too much 
blood sugar stays in your bloodstream. 
Over time, that can cause serious health 

• 34.2 million US adults have diabetes, and 1 in 5 of them don’t know they 
have it.

• Diabetes is the seventh leading cause of death in the United States.
• Diabetes is the No. 1 cause of kidney failure, lower-limb amputations, and 

adult blindness.
•  In the last 20 years, the number of adults diagnosed with diabetes has 

more than doubled.

••• Did You Know? •••

HOW EXERCISE AND NUTRITION HELPS 
PREVENT AND MANAGE DIABETES

problems, such as heart disease, vision 
loss, and kidney disease.

There isn’t a cure yet for diabetes, 
but losing weight, eating healthy food, 
and being active can really help. Taking 
medicine as needed, getting diabetes 
self-management education and support, 
and keeping health care appointments can 
also reduce the impact of diabetes on your 
life.  CDC.gov

In Everything Give Thanks...

GOD BLESS THIS MESS
Learning to Live and Love Through 

Life’s Best (and Worst) Moments (Signed Book)
by Hannah Brown

with grace. By pushing against her 
engrained need to seek approval, and 
learning how to think critically about 
her own goals and desires, Hannah 
inspires others to do the same - and 
to embrace the messiness that comes 
hand-in-hand with self-discovery (even 
it that sometimes means falling flat on 
your face).

Honest and emotionally urgent, 
God Bless This Mess is a reminder 
that true growth doesn’t come without 
strife – and it’s through those dark, 
messy moments that self-acceptance 
and love can bloom. 

ON DIABETES
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Celebrity Real Estate News

DRIVING TIPS

Multibillionaire Elon Musk has landed a buyer for his Hillsborough, CA, 
home. Listed for nearly $32 million, the 16,000-square-foot estate outside of San 
Francisco is pending sale.

In June, the tech entrepreneur announced on Twitter that he had decided to 
let go of “his last remaining house.”

The mansion “just needs to go to a large family who will live there. It’s 
a special place,” Musk said at the Musk purchased the property in 2017 for 
$23,364,000. It had recently been rented out for events.

The Tesla CEO, who has reportedly been living in a humble home in Texas 
that he rents from his SpaceX company, has said he plans to direct all his assets 
toward his future mission to colonize Mars. - Realtor.com

Groups representing tens of 
thousands of Los Angeles tenants—most 
of them Black and Latinx—are seeking 
permission to intervene in a lawsuit that 
threatens to unravel the city’s eviction 
moratorium and push countless low-
income tenants into homelessness. 

The tenant groups—Strategic 
Actions for a Just Economy, Coalition for 
Economic Survival, and the Alliance of 
Californians for Community Empowerment 
Action—were instrumental in the passage 
of two city ordinances protecting tenants 
during the pandemic and slow economic 
recovery. Now they are asking to join 
in defending those ordinances against 
a legal attack by a local billionaire 
developer.

The ordinances have helped the city 
stave off a wave of evictions and kept 
countless families from having to move 
into overcrowded housing and shelters, 
where the virus spreads with ease. They 

CBP is made up of individuals 
across a variety of backgrounds, 
experience and talent. Before 
you can become a Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) employee, 
you must successfully pass a 
background investigation. If you 
are interested in a CBP Officer, 
Border Patrol agent, or other law 
enforcement position, you must also 
pass a polygraph exam, physical 
fitness test, medical exam and more 
to ensure that you are mission-
ready to join our team.

Explore the positions by 
component to find your best fit. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral will host its annual Thanksgiving Day 
Service for all Americans in the UK on Thursday, November 25th, 
from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

For over a century, St. Paul’s has had a special relationship 
with Americans. In 1903, J. Pierpont Morgan, the famous 
financier, donated the funds to bring electricity to the Cathedral.   
Following World War II, the British people raised funds to build the 
American Memorial Chapel to replace the bomb-damaged east 
end of the Cathedral, which was dedicated by Queen Elizabeth II 
in 1958. 

No tickets are needed for the Thanksgiving Day Service 
this year, but each person may be required to pass through a 
metal detector and have bags searched. Please bring minimal 
baggage and remove any metal objects from pockets prior to 
being checked.

Given the high level of security, it is important to arrive at the 
Cathedral early. Doors open at 10am.

Photography in the Cathedral is not permitted.
Mobile phones should be switched off.    
Entry will be via the West end of the Cathedral. For those 

with disabilities, there is an accessibility lift on the south side-entry 
from the South Churchyard.

The closest London Underground tube stop is St. Paul’s on 
the Central line.

Severe weather can be both 
frightening and dangerous for travelers. 
Winter storms, bad weather and sloppy 
road conditions are a factor in nearly half 
a million crashes and more than 2,000 
road deaths every winter, according to 
research by the AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety. 

AAA urges drivers to be cautious 
while driving in adverse weather and 
recommends the following tips while 
driving in snowy and icy conditions:

Cold Weather Driving Tips
•  Keep a bundle of cold-weather 

gear in your car, such as extra food and 
water, warm clothing, a flashlight, a glass 
scraper, blankets, medications, and more.

•   Make certain your tires are 
properly inflated and have plenty of tread.

•   Keep at least half a tank of fuel in 
your vehicle at all times.

•   Never warm up a vehicle in an 
enclosed area, such as a garage.

•   Do not use cruise control when 
driving on any slippery surface, such as 
on ice and snow.

CARSON CITY, NV – Nevada 
Attorney General Aaron D. Ford wants 
Nevadans to be aware of the warning 
signs of various scams targeting military 
members, veterans and their families 
during Military Family Month.  

“Members of the military and 
their families have sacrificed much for 
this country, but there are those who 
unfortunately want to exploit those who 
have served,” said AG Ford. “These types 
of scams may target their hard-earned 
benefits or may be specifically designed 
to take advantage of the military way of 
life. Some of these are twists on schemes 
targeting civilians. My Office of Military 
Legal Assistance is here to help provide 
guidance to military members.”  

Common Scams Targeting Military 
Families

One way that scammers may target 
veterans or military members is by posing 
as fellow veterans or organizations that 
support them in order to gain their trust; 
this is known as an affinity scheme.

One common form of this type of 
scheme is through a fake charity scam. 
These fake charities take advantage of 
donors’ willingness to help members of the 
military. They may also take the form of 
sham political action committees (PACs), 
which claim to be supporting veterans or 
other similar political causes.

Other types of affinity scams involve 
those offering health care services for 
veterans or active-duty personnel and their 

Attorney General Ford cautions Nevadans against 
scams targeting veterans, military families

families. 
Scammers may also offer discounts 

to military members for cars, electronics or 
other products that require installments. 

Some scams may target families 
looking for housing quickly near a military 
base. These types of scammers may pose 
as real estate agents and post fake ads 
for properties. 

Tips for Avoiding Scams
The Office of the Nevada Attorney 

General Bureau of Consumer Protection 
also offers the following tips to avoid being 
scammed: 

• Do not give in to high-pressure 
donation tactics for charities or high-
pressure sales tactics for goods or 
services. 

• Before donating to a charity 
or PAC, ask how many service members 
the organization helps, details on the 
organization’s mission and how much 
money it spends on programs.

• Use an internet search engine 
to search for the charity. The same is true 
for businesses you are unfamiliar with, or 
any real estate company or other seller 
with whom you are planning to work. 

• Do not make payments or 
donations by wire transfer or gift card. 

• Do not give sensitive 
information such as credit cards, account 
numbers or Social Security numbers over 
the phone, via text, or via email unless 
you are completely certain of the other 
person’s identity. 

St. Paul’s Thanksgiving Day Service  

St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir and U.S. Marine Corps

An image from Thanksgiving Day Service 2009 which 
also celebrated the 50th anniversary of the St Paul’s 
Thanksgiving Day service. (Photo courtesy of Roland 
Kemp)

Thousands of tenants seek to 
intervene in real estate mogul’s lawsuit 

challenging LA eviction moratorium

have also protected the city’s dwindling 
stock of rent-stabilized units.

“These are arguably the most 
important pandemic-era protections the 
city has enacted, and they have spared 
us from disastrous increases in infections 
and homelessness,” said attorney 
Rachel Steinback of Neighborhood Legal 
Services of Los Angeles County Attorney, 
which filed the motion recently with the 
Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles, 
Public Counsel and Susman Godfrey, 
LLC. “If this challenge is successful, 
the consequences for our city will be 
devastating.” 

Elon Musk finds a buyer for his 
$32M estate in Hillsborough, CA

BY CLAUDINE ZAP

Job Openings for
BORDER 

PATROL AGENTS

Winter 
Driving Tips

“Wisdom is knowing what 
to do next, skill is knowing 
how to do it, and virtue is 

doing it.” 
--David Star Jordan
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Rosemarie Mejia
Real Estate Agent License #01147862

3511 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019
rosemariemejia@gmail.com •  323 997 3838

•  Top Producer
•  Top Listing Agent 
•  Realtor - Hall of Fame Awardee
•  Over 25 years Experience 
            in Real Estate
•  Old Fashion Real Estate Service
•  Knowledge + Experience = 
           Results

•  When You Demand Excellence 
         in Real Estate Service 
•  Passionate in Making 
         a Win- Win Situation in Every 
         Transaction
•  Detail Oriented 
•  Successful Real Estate Investor 
•  Community Leader

••• Spiritual Moments •••

LOS ANGELES, CA – Five 
individuals have been selected 
as winners of the 2021 Academy 
Nicholl Fellowships in Screenwriting 
competition.  

The fellows will each receive a 
$35,000 prize and mentorship from 
an Academy member throughout their 
fellowship year. 

 From November 8 to 12, one 
fellow per day was featured on the 
Academy’s YouTube channel, in 
content including conversations with 
filmmakers Destin Daniel Cretton, Phil 
Lord, Our Lady J, Rawson Marshall 
Thurber and Olivia Wilde.  

The 2021 winners are (listed 
alphabetically by author):

Haley Hope Bartels 
(Los Angeles, CA), “Pumping Black”

After a desperate cyclist takes up 
a team doctor’s dangerous offer, he 
seems on course to win the Tour de 
France.  But as the race progresses 
and jealous teammates, suspicious 
authorities, and his own paranoia close 
in, he must take increasingly dark 

Did you know that there are six 
beautiful Breguet clocks hanging throughout 
Carnegie Hall? The largest is the Tourbillon 
clock in our main lobby. Patented by 
Abraham-Louis Breguet on June 26, 1801, 
the Tourbillon is the most complicated 
mechanism ever incorporated into a watch. 
The Breguet Tourbillon Clock was installed 
in 2012 and marks the first addition to 
Carnegie Hall’s lobby since the 1986 
renovation. 

Special ongoing thanks to Breguet, our 
Exclusive Timepiece, for keeping time at 
Carnegie Hall. 

KÀ by Cirque du Soleil Returns November 24
It’s been too long since you’ve been entertained. Welcome back to the edge of your 

seat. KÀ tells the epic tale of twins on a perilous journey to fulfill their shared destiny.

What’s Happening?

An Immersive Journey
Hailed by Rolling Stone 

as “A virtual parade of ‘wow’ 
moments,” Michael Jackson 
ONE by Cirque du Soleil is an 
electrifying fusion of acrobatics, 
dance and visuals immersing 
the audience into the world of 
Michael’s music. Driven by his 
biggest hits heard like never 
before in a riveting, state-of-the-

WORLD EXPO 2020
World Expo 2020 is taking 

place in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, between 1 October 2021 
and 31 March 2022

WORLD EXPO 2025 
It will take place for six months 

during 2025, opening 13 April 2025, 
and closing 13 October 2025. This 
will be the third time Osaka hosts a 
World Expo.

WORLD EXPO 2030
Saudi Arabia proposes hosting 

the six-month Expo in Riyadh in 
October 2030 under the theme 
“The era of change: Leading the 
planet to a foresighted tomorrow”. 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman has said the decision 
was taken to address “an 
unprecedented need for humanity’s 
collective action . 

Russia is one of three 
countries bidding for the right to 
host World Expo 2025, the other 
two candidatures being from Japan 
(Osaka) and Azerbaijan (Baku). 

Member States of the BIE 
will elect the host country during 
the Organisation’s 164th General 
Assembly on 23 November.

LAS VEGAS – Nearly 20 months after the last transoceanic 
flight carrying tourists landed at LAS, Virgin Atlantic Airways 
returned to Las Vegas on Monday, Nov. 8. The Boeing 787-9 
touched down the same day policies for foreign national air 
travelers to the United States changed, allowing more vaccinated 
international visitors to enter the country. The flight was greeted 
in an Only Vegas way, with showgirls on the ramp waving in the 
plane. 

Las Vegas welcomed 5.7 million international visitors in 
2019, and the change to U.S. policies related to international air 
travel is key to destination recovery efforts. Prior to the pandemic, 
Las 

Four carriers will resume overseas service to Las Vegas in 
2021:

• Virgin Atlantic Airways nonstop from London Heathrow 
beginning Nov. 8

• British Airways nonstop from London Heathrow 
beginning Nov. 15

measures to protect both his secrets and 
his lead.

Karin delaPeña Collison 
(West Hollywood, CA), 

“Coming of Age”
In 1965 Britain, Charlotte, a 

sheltered, studious schoolgirl, lands on 
a British Farce tour her mother stage 
manages, where private tutoring by 
company members replaces her formal 
schooling, with surprising success, and 
she experiences a Lolita-like flirtation 
in the morally wobbly era of Free Love, 

which leads both her and her mother to 
‘come of age.’

Byron Hamel 
(Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada), 
“Shade of the Grapefruit Tree”

When a severely abused white 
boy befriends his sci-fi obsessed Black 
landlady, his fantasy of becoming a 
robot empowers him to recklessly 
confront his murderous stepdad.

R. J. Daniel Hanna (Los Angeles, 
CA), “Shelter Animal”

A fiery, female prison trustee 
working at the county animal shelter 
finds purpose rehabilitating an abused 
pit bull, but her attempts to rally 
employees and the broader community 
for shelter reform puts her own 
freedom at risk.

Laura Kosann (New York, NY), 
“The Ideal Woman”

Set in American suburbia during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis: A 1960’s 
ex-actress and housewife finds her 
house-of-cards world begin to tumble 
as she continues to be pitted against 
two identities. 

ACADEMY REVEALS WINNING NICHOLL SCREENWRITERS

Las Vegas welcomes overseas flights back to the 
sports and entertainment capital of the world

• KLM Royal Dutch Airlines nonstop from Amsterdam 
beginning Dec. 7

• Copa Airlines nonstop from Panama City beginning 
Dec. 7

Michael Jackson ONE by Cirque du Soleil

art surround-sound environment – ONE takes the audience through a seamless visual 
and musical montage, at the heart of a world that is in turn majestic, playful, magical and 
heart-warming. Be energized by the cast of 63 dancers and performers through aerial 
performance, driving acrobatics, and vivid choreographies that use the urban/hip hop 
idiom as a springboard for exploration.

WORLD EXPO Keeping time at Carnegie Hall
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JEAN LEON GEROME FERRIS: THE FIRST THANKSGIVING
The First Thanksgiving, reproduction of an oil painting by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris, early 20th century. 

In the United States, Thanksgiving Day is celebrated on the fourth Thursday in No-
vember, as specified in a joint resolution passed by Congress in 1941 and a proclama-
tion issued by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in  1942 .

Sarah Josepha Hale campaigned for a national Thanksgiving in the United States 
during the 19th century, eventually winning President Abraham Lincoln’s support in 
1863. He and subsequent presidents proclaimed a national day of thanksgiving annu-
ally until 1941, when Congress made Thanksgiving official by specifying the day of its 
celebration . 

The American holiday is particularly rich in legend and symbolism . Family and friends 
gather for a feast on Thanksgiving and the traditional fare of the Thanksgiving meal 
typically includes turkey , bread stuffing , potatoes , cranberries and pumpkin pie . 

Parades and football games also have long associations with the holiday . 

With respect to vehicular travel, the holiday is often the busiest of the year, as family 
members gather with one another.

 Thanksgiving Day is celebrated on Thursday, November 25, 2021.

IS AN ANNUAL NATIONAL HOLIDAY
Thanksgiving  Day


