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what’s inside

Rio Grande Valley 
border patrol agent assaulted

• NewsBriefs • Secretary Lorenzana underscores 
strong PHL-US alliance 

on 1st official visit to Washington 

A working document on informal standards for 
border management and control was drafted 
and shared with participants at UNODC’s an-

nual Law Enforcement Advisors Meeting (LEA), held 
recently in Vienna.  Over 60 experts and program of-
ficers from international and regional organisations 
like INTERPOL, EUROPOL, CEPOL, the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the World 
Customs Organization, and UNODC, participated in 
the meeting to discuss border management and 
control.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Philippine Secretary of National Defense Delfin 
Lorenzana reiterated the Philippines’ commitment to the Philippines-US 
alliance during his first official visit in the US capital as defense secretary 

on 18-20 September 2018.
On 18 September, Secretary Lorenzana was hosted by US Secretary of 

Defense Jim Mattis with a full honor cordon at the US Department of Defense, 
followed by a bilateral meeting between their respective delegations. 

“Most in our defense establishments agree that the Philippines-US alli-
ance remains robust based on an enduring history of close engagement and our 
unwavering commitment to work together on shared values,” Secretary Lorenzana 
told his US counterpart during the meeting at the Pentagon. 

The meeting’s wide-ranging discussion tackled bilateral cooperation on 
counterterrorism, maritime security and humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief, as well as the defense modernization of the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

Secretary Mattis expressed solidarity with the Philippines in the wake of 
Typhoon Ompong and pledged readiness to extend assistance if necessary. He also 
commended the courage and sacrifice of Filipino troops in liberating Marawi. 

“Once again, the United States was proud to support you and we will 
always be proud to stand with the Filipino people to support our shared vision of a 
safe, secure, prosperous, and free Indo Pacific region,” Secretary Mattis said. 

On 19 September, Secretary Lorenzana met US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and both officials reaffirmed their mutual commitment to the Mutual 
Defense Treaty of 1951. Their conversation also touched on the denuclearization 
of North Korea, the situation in the South China Sea, and the US commitment to 
support the Philippines’ defense modernization efforts. Secretary Lorenzana also 
met with members of  Washington’s business communities at round table-lunch 
meetings hosted by the US-Philippines Society and the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies.

US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis welcomes Philippine Secretary for National Defense Delfin Lorenza-
na at the Pentagon with a full honor cordon prior to their bilateral meeting on 18 September 2018.

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte 
presents a token to State 
of Israel President Re-
uven Rivlin during their 
meeting at the Official 
Residence of the Presi-
dent in Jerusalem on 
September 4, 2018. The 
token is a portrait of the 
Israeli President painted 
by self-taught artist 
Maestro Ronilo Abayan. 
(Robinson Niñal Jr./
Presidential Photo)

TUCSON, Ariz. - On Aug. 8, 2018,a federal 
grand jury in Tucson returned an eleven-count 
indictment against Mohamed Abdirahman 

Osman, 28, and Zeinab Abdirahman Mohamed, 
25, both living in Tucson, Arizona, for violations of 
false swearing in an immigration matter and false 
statements to a government agency. 

The indictment alleges that Osman and 
Mohamed, while living in China, applied for and 
were granted refugee status in 2014.  The husband 
and wife entered the United States and have been 
living in Tucson since the time of their entry. 

In June 2015, Osman and Mohamed sub-
mitted applications for Legal Permanent Residence 
Status to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.  
The indictment further alleges that material sub-
mitted in support of their refugee applications and 
their applications for Legal Permanent Residence 
Status contained false, fictitious, and fraudulent 
statements.  

The alleged fraudulent statements 
included Osman’s true name and nationality 
and denial of his association with members of a 
designated terrorist organization. 

Both defendants were arrested on Aug. 
10, 2018.

The investigation in this case was conduct-
ed jointly by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the Department of Homeland Security through 
the Joint Terrorism Task Force.

The prosecution is being handled by 
Beverly K. Anderson, Assistant U.S. Attorney, District 
of Arizona, Tucson.

BROWNSVILLE, Texas – A U.S. Border 
Patrol agent was assaulted during the 
apprehension of an illegal alien.

On September 17, agents assigned 
to the Fort Brown Station encountered a 
Mexican national who had illegally entered 
the United States near Brownsville, Texas. 
As the agent attempted to place the man 
under arrest, the illegal alien became 
combative, took the agent’s handcuffs away 
and a struggle ensued. During the struggle, 
the illegal alien made an attempt to grab 
the agent’s service weapon. The agent was 
able to subdue the man and took him into 
custody. Agents are processing the subject 
accordingly.

On the International Day for the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples, we celebrate the 
contributions of indigenous peoples to the 

diversity and richness of civilizations and cultures 
and indeed to our common heritage. It is also a day 
where we take stock of the many achievements in 
the recognition and realisation of their rights and 
identify the actions that the world community still 
needs to take, so that human rights are universally 
applied without any discrimination.

Increasingly hostility, violence and 
reprisals are used against indigenous rights’ and 
environmental defenders, including against the UN 
Special Rapporteur (SR) on the rights of indigenous 
peoples, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz. We are alarmed that 
globally the number of murders of such defenders 
is estimated at four per week. The authorities in 

TAGUIG CITY — President Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte exhorts the Filipinos to honor 
the national heroes by following in 

their footsteps.
In his National Heroes’ Day speech 

at the Libingan Ng Mga Bayani in Taguig 
City on August 27, President Duterte paid 
tribute to Filipinos who breathe extraordi-
nary heroism in facing the insurmountable 
odds in defense of this nation and the values 
it stands for.

Duterte said, “We are gathered 
here today not just to commemorate their 
sacrifices and remember their exploits but, 
more importantly, to emulate their selfless-
ness and to live up to their example as we 
go about our daily lives.”

ALEXANDRIA, Va. – A California man 
pleaded guilty to threatening to kill 
the family of Ajit Pai, Chairman of the 

Federal Communications Commission, for 
Pai’s role in repealing regulations relating to 
net neutrality.

According to court documents, 
on or about Dec. 19 and 20, 2017, Markara 
Man, 33, of Norwalk, California, sent three 
threatening emails to Chairman Pai’s email 
accounts. 

Court documents further show 
that during the FBI’s search of his residence, 
Man factory reset a cell phone upon 
learning of the search and before law 
enforcement could seize the phone. This 
action caused data to be wiped from the 
device. When asked about the phone being 
in setup mode, Man lied to the FBI and 
claimed that he had received it a month 
earlier and not set it up yet.

Man faces a maximum penalty 
of 10 years in prison when sentenced on 
December 7. 

Tucson refugees 
arrested for 

immigration fraud

Declaration by the High Representative on behalf of the EU on the 
occasion of the International Day for the World’s Indigenous Peoples

countries where such acts take place are expected 
to intensify their work to protect activists and 
ensure that perpetrators are brought to justice.

The rise in the frequency of land grab-
bing needs also to be addressed as a matter of 
urgency. Every single day somewhere in the world 
indigenous peoples are being dispossessed of their 
ancestral lands, territories and resources.

Accountability and good governance are 
essential for the sustainable management of land, 
resources, and environment and in ensuring equita-
ble access to land tenure. This is why the European 
Union supports land governance programmes and 
projects in 40 countries around the world with a 
total budget of €240 million. In Colombia alone 
the efforts lead to the collective titling of 280.000 
hectares benefitting indigenous communities.

The European Union firmly believes that 
respecting the customary land tenure and resource 
rights of indigenous peoples are essential for 
sustainable development and peace. This year we 
will give €6.9 million to the Land and Forest Tenure 
Facility, which focuses specifically on the tenure 
rights and security of Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities. A further €5 million will be dedicated 
to Human Rights Defenders and organisations who 
work on land grabbing, climate change and on 
indigenous peoples’ rights.

We will continue to stand up for indig-
enous peoples and support them to ensure they 
can retain their cultures, identities and way of life, 
that are part of our common culture, identity, way 
of life. -- European Council / Council of the European 
Union

Duterte meets Israel President Rivlin Border control strategies 
identified at UNODC’s 

annual Law Enforcement 
Experts Meeting

Duterte exhorts Filipinos 
to emulate national heroes

Man pleads guilty to 
threatening to murder 
family of FCC chairman

The Federal Trade Commission per-
manently shuts down websites that 
sold fake documents used to facilitate 

identity theft, tax fraud, and other crimes.
Separate cases were filed by the 

FTC, the Commission against Katrina Moore, 
Steven Simmons, and George Jiri Strnad II 
and their affiliated companies for operating 
websites that sold customers a variety of 
fake financial and other documents – such 
as pay stubs, income tax forms, and medical 
statements.

Moore, Simmons and Strnad are 
permanently prohibited from advertising, 
marketing, or selling any fake documents 
or services and providing any means to 
others to make misrepresentations about 
an individual’s identity, finances, residency, 
taxes, or employment. 

FTC shuts down purveyors 
of fake documents

The Surgeon General’s Spotlight on 
Opioids calls for a cultural shift in the 
way Americans talk about the opioid 
crisis and recommends actions that 
can prevent and treat opioid misuse 
and promote recovery. Turn to Page 
2 for details.

BEYOND NEWS
The recently held 
Dive Travel Mart 
(DRT) showcased 
the Philippines’ 
‘ultimate under-
water tourism’. 
Turn to Page 4.

The WORLD SPEAKS
The Library of Congress, in collabo-
ration with educational organizations, 
announced the launch of two new web- 
and mobile-based applications related 
to Congress and civics for use in K-12 
classrooms. For more information 
about this, turn to Page 5.

R. E. A. D. AT YOUR SERVICE
Scammers come 
in various forms, 
especially after a 
disaster.  Learn 
how to avoid being 
a victim.  Read all 
about it on Page 6.



International News Media SEPTEMBER  20182

•     INTERNATIONAL   •    NATIONAL   •    LOCAL    • 

is an eco-friendly, digital publication of the 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS MEDIA NETWORK (INMN), LLC.

For submission of articles, calendar of events, 
special announcements,  and advertising, 
please email:  radiotvanchor1@gmail.com

Facing Addiction in America: 
The Surgeon General’s Spotlight on 

Opioids calls for a cultural shift in the way 
Americans talk about the opioid crisis and recom-
mends actions that can prevent and treat opioid 
misuse and promote recovery.

The Spotlight – the Surgeon General’s 
newest update on opioid addiction – also provides 
the latest data on prevalence of substance misuse, 
opioid misuse, opioid use disorder and overdoses.

The Surgeon General also released a 
digital postcard, highlighting tangible actions that 
all Americans can take to raise awareness, prevent 
opioid misuse and reduce overdose deaths.

“Addiction is a brain disease that touches 
families across America – even my own,” said U.S. 
Surgeon General Jerome M. Adams. “We need to 
work together to put an end to stigma.”

According to preliminary data from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
overdose deaths in 2017 increased by almost 10 
percent – claiming the lives of more than 70,000 

Americans. Nearly 48,000 of those were opioid 
overdose deaths.

Despite the fact that effective treatment 
for opioid use disorder exists, only about one in 
four people with this disorder receive any type 
of specialty treatment. In addition, the existing 
healthcare workforce is understaffed, often lacks 
the necessary training, and has been slow to 
implement Medicated-Assisted Treatment, as 
well as prevention, early identification, and other 
evidenced-based recommendations.

The federal government has been working 
with key stakeholders to address this problem 
and is seeing real progress. HHS disbursed more 
than $1 billion in opioid-specific funding for 
states, which includes State Opioid Response grant 
programs administered by SAMHSA to support a 
comprehensive array of prevention, treatment, and 
recovery services.  

“Addressing the opioid crisis with all the 
resources possible and the best science we have is a 
top priority for President Trump and for everyone at 

HHS,” said HHS Secretary Alex Azar. “Surgeon Gen-
eral Adams has been a leader in raising awareness 
about the nature of addiction and the effectiveness 
of medication-assisted treatment, complementing 
the support HHS provides for access to treatment 
and recovery services.”

No area of the United States is exempt 
from the opioid crisis. Thus, the Surgeon General is 
calling on all individuals to do the following:

•	 Talk	about	opioid	misuse.	Have	a	
conversation about preventing drug misuse and 
overdose.

•	 Be	safe.	Only	take	opioid	medications	
as prescribed, make sure to store medication in a 
secure place, and dispose of unused medication 
properly.

•	 Understand	pain	and	talk	with	your	
healthcare provider. Treatments other than opioids 
can be effective in managing pain.

•	 Understand	that	addiction	is	a	chronic	
disease. With the right treatment and supports, 
people do recover.

At the invitation of the International Olympic committee (IOC), German athlete representa-
tives were in Lausanne recently to discuss the IOC’s solidarity model for funding the Olympic 
Games and the athletes. Taking part were the elected representative and chair of the IOC Ath-
letes’ Commission, Kirsty Coventry; the IOC Director General, Christophe de Kepper; IOC 
Directors Kit McConnell and Lana Haddad; and the IOC President, Thomas Bach. From 
the German Olympic Sports Confederation (DOSB), president Alfons Hörmann and CEO Ve-
ronika Rücker attended.

Surgeon General releases Spotlight on Opioids

We’ve warned people for years not to trust the wild health 
claims that some companies make about their pills, 
powders, and potions.  Call us old fashioned, but we 

almost fell off our stool when we heard about a company that 
ginned up some health claims for “cocktails” that go through the 
arm and not down the hatch. What are we talking about? We 
know you’re on pins and needles, so let’s get to it. The FTC just an-
nounced a case against a company, doing business as iV Bars, that 
offered customers the chance to sample its “intravenous cocktails” 
for $100 or more a pop.  According to the complaint, the company 
said -- without adequate proof – that some of these cocktails 
could treat diseases like cancer, congestive heart failure, multiple 
sclerosis, and diabetes. The company even said its cocktails were 
sometimes more effective than conventional medical treatments. 

What’s more, the company claimed that the health ben-
efits were backed by science and that it ran something called the 
“iV Bars Research Labs.” No they weren’t and no it didn’t, says the 
FTC. No science and no labs were behind those bars, even though 
the company’s website used pictures of people in white lab coats 
looking at test tubes and through microscopes. The complaint also 

IOC welcomes German athletes to discuss 
solidarity funding model for Olympic Games

Please don’t get your cancer treatments in a bar
By MICHAEL ATLESON 

Acting Assistant Director, Division of Consumer & Business Education
notes that taking these iV treatments comes with safety risks and 
possible side effects. Now, the company will be prohibited from 
making false and unsupported health claims and has to send a 
notice to customers that its cocktails aren’t scientifically proven to 
treat any disease.

Before you belly up to a bar serving cocktails with an iV 
drip, and before buying any product advertised to prevent or treat 
a medical problem, here are some tips:

1. Talk first to your health professional, who is, bar none, 
the best source of help and information.

2. Don’t stop taking medicine or any other treatment 
prescribed by qualified health professionals without consulting 
them first.

3. Don’t get drunk on the possibilities in sales pitches for 
health-related products. Even when the word “science” is thrown 
around by serious-looking people in lab coats.

Learn about evaluating the claims you see when you 
shop for health-related products. If you spot fraud — online, 
in a store, or on the phone — please tell the Federal Trade 
Commission.

(L-R) COL. Marlo Guloy, Philippine Defense 
and Armed Forces Attaché, Philippine Embas-
sy, Deputy Chief of Mission Patrick Chuasoto, 
Philippine Embassy; Philippine Ambassador to 
the US Jose Manuel Romualdez; and Secretary 
of National Defense Delfin Lorenzana during 
the meeting with US Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis on 18 September 2018 in Washington, 
D.C. 

Philippine Secretary of National Defense Del-
fin Lorenzana and US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo discuss PH-US bilateral cooperation 
in Washington DC on 19 September 2018.

Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis Enhanced 
Honor Cordon and Meeting in Honor of His 
Excellency Delfin Lorenzana Secretary of 
National Defense of the Philippines. (Photo 
credit:Ms. Lia Macadangdang, Philippine Em-
bassy, Washington, D.C.)

US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis hosts 
Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
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Countries are making significant steps in tack-
ling antimicrobial resistance (AMR), but  seri-
ous gaps remain and require  urgent action, 

according to a report released recently by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 
and the World Health Organization (WHO).

The report charts progress in 154 countries 
and reveals  wide discrepancies.  Some, including 
many European countries, have been working on  
AMR policies in human and animal sectors for more 
than 4 decades. Others have only recently started to 
take action to contain this growing threat. 

Progress in developing and implementing 
plans is greater in high-income than low-income 
countries but all countries have scope for improve-

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia --Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, expressed their 
firm determination to promote bilateral ties and safe-

guard world peace and stability when they met in the Russian 
port city of Vladivostok for the fourth Eastern Economic Forum 
(EEF) recently .

During their talks, Xi and Putin acknowledged 
that China-Russia ties have been developing with stronger 
momentum this year and have entered a new period of faster 
development on a higher level.

Regardless of the changes in the international situ-
ation, China and Russia will unswervingly promote their ties 
and steadfastly safeguard world peace and stability, said the 
two heads of state.

Xi  urged both sides to consolidate their traditional 
friendship, strengthen comprehensive coordination and pro-
mote the China-Russia comprehensive strategic partnership of 
coordination to a new height so as to better serve the interests 
of both peoples. He also called on the two sides to firmly 
uphold the purposes and principles of the UN Charter, jointly 
oppose unilateralism and trade protectionism, and forge 
ahead with the construction of a new type of international 
relations and a community with a shared future for mankind.

Hailing the robust momentum of the development 

Global action plan on antimicrobial resistance
ment. No country  reports sustained capacity at 
scale in all areas.

The report looks at surveillance, education, 
monitoring and regulating consumption and use of 
antimicrobials in human health, animal health and 
production, as well as plants and the environ-
ment – as recommended in the Global Action Plan 
published in 2015.

Promising findings include 105 countries 
with a surveillance system in place for reporting 
drug-resistant infections in human health and 68 
countries with a system for tracking consumption of 
antimicrobials.  

In addition, 123 countries reported that 
they have policies to regulate the sale of antimicro-
bials, including the requirement of a prescription 

ies  and unregulated medicines are still available in 
places such as street markets, with no limits on how 
they are used. Medicines are very often sold over 
the counter and no prescription is requested. This 
puts human and animal health at risk, potentially 
contributing to the development of antimicrobial 
resistance.

The report highlights areas,  particularly 
in the animal and food sectors, where there is an 
urgent need for more investment and action. 

A total of 67 countries report at least 
having legislation in place to control all aspects of 
production, licensing and distribution of antimicro-
bials for use in animals. 

But 56 either said that they had  no 
national policy or legislation regarding the quality, 

safety and efficacy of antimicrobial products used in 
animal and plant health, and their distribution, sale 
or use, or that they were unable to report whether 
they have these policies in place.

There is also a substantial lack of action 
and data in  the environment and plant sectors. 
Although 78 countries have regulations in place to 
prevent environmental contamination generally, 
only 10 of them report having comprehensive 
systems to ensure regulatory compliance for all 
waste management, including regulations that 
limit the discharge of antimicrobial residues into 
the environment. 

This is insufficient to protect the environ-
ment from the hazards of antimicrobial productio-
with civil society and other stakeholders.

for human use – a key measure to tackle overuse 
and misuse of antimicrobials. 

But implementation of these policies var-

of bilateral ties in recent years, Putin meanwhile said the 
mutual trust between China and Russia has grown increasingly 
strong and bilateral cooperation in various fields such as 
politics, economy and security has been fruitful.

Putin called on the two countries to enhance coordi-
nation and cooperation in international affairs, firmly oppose 
unilateralism, safeguard a fair and rational international order 
and realize common development and prosperity.

This fall, Istanbul will be the meeting place for Dutch 
and Turkish design for two months. Between 20 
September and 20 November 2018, the Dutch 

Consulate General in Istanbul will organise a series of 
events under the theme of ‘Co-Design; Designing our 
livable cities together’.  

The programme encompasses the two major 
design activities of 2018 in Turkey: 4th Istanbul Design 
Biennale (20 September – 4 November) and the Turkey 
Design Week (16-18 November). The central theme of 
the programme is ‘Livable Cities’.

Thailand has formed an alliance with countries in southern 
Africa and South Asia to combat trafficking in wildlife and 
endangered species in an agreement reached during an 

international conference in Bangkok last week that focused on 
using science and technology to battle wildlife and forest crimes.

Thailand reached the agreement during the “Bangkok 
Conference on Science, Technology and Innovation for Addressing 
Wildlife and Forest Crimes and Attaining SDGs.” The SDGs are 
the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations, and 
representatives from 30 countries participated in the conference.

“Under this plan, we will share information, innovative 
technology, and other resources to promote sustainable develop-
ment in terms of natural resources and the environment. This is 
a goal that cannot be achieved alone,” said Pinsak Surasawadi, 
deputy chief of the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and 
Plant Conservation.

The agreement is designed to forge cooperation 
between the three regional wildlife enforcement networks: 
ASEAN-WEN, The Lusaka Agreement Task Force, and the South 
Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network. ASEAN-WEN comprises 10 
countries in Southeast Asia, The Lusaka group has eight member 
countries in Africa, and the South Asia network has four in its 
region.

Thailand was the prime mover in creating ASEAN-WEN, 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Wildlife Enforcement 
Network, and serves as its host country with its secretariat in 
Bangkok. The United States Agency for International Develop-
ment helps support ASEAN-WEN.

The Ministry of Public Health of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo announced the launch of Ebola vaccinations for 
high risk populations in North Kivu province.

The vaccinations have begun just one week after the 
announcement of a second outbreak of Ebola this year in the 
country. A total of 44 cases have been reported so far, of which 17 
have been confirmed. Work has begun to prepare ring vaccination 
in the Mangina health area, 30km from the town of Beni.

The provincial health minister and the provincial coordi-
nator of the Expanded Programme on Immunization were the first 
to be vaccinated. They were followed by first line health workers 
from the Mangina health centre, who had been in contact with 
people who were confirmed cases of Ebola.

“Vaccines are an important tool in the fight against 
Ebola. This is why it has been a priority to move them rapidly into 
place to begin protecting our health workers and the affected 
population,” said Dr Oly Ilunga, Minister of Health of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo.

A total of 3,220 doses of the rVSV-ZEBOV Ebola vaccine 
are currently available in the country, while supplementary doses 
have been requested. While the vaccine goes through the licens-
ing process, an agreement between Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance 
and Merck, the developer of the vaccine, ensures that additional 
investigational doses of the vaccine are available.

“The Democratic Republic of the Congo has once again 
demonstrated strong leadership in its early response to this 
outbreak,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General 
of the World Health Organization (WHO). WHO has provided 
logistical support for the establishment of the cold chain and sent 
supplies needed for the vaccinations, in addition to supporting 
the negotiation of protocols with the manufacturer and national 
authorities, and supporting the deployment of vaccination experts 
from Guinea to work alongside national staff, who began the 
vaccination. 

PARIS & NEW YORK — In light of the emergency caused 
by the ecological, social and economic impacts of climate 
change, the climate challenge is a shared responsibility that 

requires the mobilization of and cooperation between everyone: 
governments, the public and private sectors, and civil society. 

Following the 2018 Global Climate Action Summit in San 
Francisco and ahead of the COP24 Conference in Katowice and the 
2019 UNSG Climate Action Summit, the second One Planet Sum-
mit will be a crucial step for raising ambitions and accelerating 
the protection of our planet.

The second One Planet Summit will be co-hosted by 
French President Emmanuel Macron, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations António Guterres, President of the World Bank 
Group Jim Yong Kim, and United Nations Special Envoy for Climate 
Action Michael R. Bloomberg. 

The Summit will be held on the afternoon of September 

Xi, Putin vow to promote ties 
regardless of global changes

Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Russian 
President Vladimir Putin vow to promote bilat-
eral ties.

2nd edition of the One Planet Summit

26th from 2 pm to 4:30 pm at the Plaza Hotel in New York City, 
following the second annual Bloomberg Global Business Forum 
and alongside the 73rd session of the United Nations General 
Assembly.

Thailand forms alliance with Africa to fight wildlife trafficking
The network also works with the CITES Secretariat 

(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species), 
Interpol, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the World Bank 
Global Tiger Initiative, and civil society groups FREELAND Founda-
tion, and TRAFFIC, among others.

Southern Africa is the largest source of illegal wildlife 
and endangered species being smuggled, and Asia is the leading 
destination and market.

The Kingdom has long been a smuggling transshipment 
point for illegal wildlife and endangered species because it is a 
major transportation hub in Southeast Asia with an immense 
amount of traffic. 

The Kingdom has won praise from the United Nations, 
law enforcement and conservation groups in recent years 
because of its markedly improved enforcement against smug-
glers of wildlife and endangered species. (Source:  The Royal Thai 
Embassy )

Turkish and Dutch design 
inspire at Co-Design

Ebola vaccination 
begins in North Kivu
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NewsBriefs Philippine Depart-
ment of Tourism 
Secretary Berna 

Romulo-Puyat led in 
welcoming hundreds 
of international and 
local diving enthusiasts 
to the 4th edition of 
Diving Resorts and 
Travel (DRT) at the SM 
Megamall in Mandaluy-
ong City last September 
8 and 9.

As promised, 
the DOT treated 

Washington DC – On the 26th March, 
2018, Permanent Representative of The 
Bahamas to the OAS, H. E. Sidney Collie, 

signed an amendment to the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the General Secretariat of the 
Organization of American States (OAS) and the Gov-
ernment of The Bahamas for the OAS -Government 
of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas Scholarship 
Programme to expand scholarship offerings to up 
to 40 Bahamians in 2018, on behalf of the Minister 
of Education, the Hon. Jeffrey Lloyd.

In remarks at the signing, Permanent Rep-
resentative Collie underscored that “The Bahamas 
Government is acutely aware that our country’s 
greatest asset is our people and that access to 
higher education is a precursor to developing the 
kind of society that we want; therefore, we will 
continue to look for opportunities to invest in Baha-
mians such as in the case with this OAS-Bahamas 
scholarship.”

He further noted that the OAS-Bahamas 
Scholarship was “an excellent example of a multi-
party partnership”. The Scholarship is comprised of 
a grant from The Bahamas Ministry of Education, 
a stipend from the OAS and a tuition concession 
from some members of the OAS Consortium of 
Universities, all adding up to a more comprehensive 
scholarship offering for the Bahamian student. In 
2018, there will be 13 partner universities from 
across the United States and Canada.

The OAS-Government of The Bahamas 

Permanent Representative Sidney Col-
lie (center) speaks at signing ceremony 
for the agreement to expand the offer-
ings of the OAS-Bahamas Scholar-
ship. From left to right, Dr. Maryse 
Robert,Acting Director of Education 
in the OAS Secretariat; Mrs. Kim Os-
borne, Executive Secretary for Integral 
Development in the OAS Secretariat; 
and Mr. Mikhail Bullard, Alternate 
Representative of The Bahamas to the 
OAS. (Photo courtesy of OAS)

It is nearly 25 years since South Africa 
became a democracy, yet the promise of 
that historic achievement has not yet been 

fully realised by the millions of people who 
are unemployed and live in poverty.

Despite significant progress, many 
of the economic disparities of the apartheid 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs has issued a 
new brochure Finland and the United States 
– Partners in Investment, Innovation and Trade  

-- that focuses on the broad economic relations be-
tween Finland and the United States. The brochure 
highlights the benefits from Finnish foreign direct 
investment (FDI) and introduces a group of seven 
Finnish companies that run successful operations in 
the United States.

The United States is among the top desti-
nations for FDI for Finnish companies. The value of 
FDI stock from Finland in the United States is USD 
10.0 billion and there are more than 250 affiliates of 
Finnish companies located in the country.

Finnish FDI benefits American companies 
and the U.S. economy. The operations of Finnish-
owned companies create jobs in the United States 
for tens of thousands of Americans. 

The Finnish affiliates operating in the 
United States are mostly high-tech companies with 
a strong focus on R&D&I. The technology spillovers 
generate mutual economic gains through increases 
in productivity and competitiveness.

Finland offers a safe and secure environ-
ment for American technology companies to de-
velop and pilot new technologies and innovations. 

Finland is a frontrunner in digital technolo-
gies and a great partner for innovation cooperation. 
The current collaboration between Finland and the 
United States covers areas such as connected health, 
smart cities, Arctic development, big data and cyber 
security.

LUANDA - Laúca and Cambambe dams put Angola on the list of the five countries that most 
increased hydroelectric capacity in 2017, making it one of the five largest powers in Africa 
in this area. Although Africa is one of the regions of the world with the highest hydroelectric 

potential to be developed, several projects are changing this reality, namely the Angolan dams 
of Lauca de Cambambe, according to the Novo Jornal newspaper, based on the report of the 
International Hydroelectric Energy Association .

According to the latest report of this organization, in 2017 the continent added 1,924 
MW to its installed capacity, a performance that has a key element in Angola. With Lauça and 

Like the EU High Representative Federica Mogherini and other European countries, Deputy 
Prime Ministers Alexander De Croo and Didier Reynders urge the Israeli authorities not to 
proceed with the demolition of Bedouin community of Khan al-Ahmar, which would lead 

to the forced displacement of its inhabitants. Much of the infrastructure of this Palestinian com-
munity was financed by the EU and its Member States, including Belgium. 

Deputy Prime Ministers Alexander De Croo and Didier Reynders point out that the 
destruction of infrastructure and housing in the West Bank, an occupied Palestinian territory, 
is contrary to international humanitarian law. The destructions violate the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, in that they lead to evacuations and forced displacement of populations, as well as 
resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. In addition, Khan al-Ahmar is located in an 
area of strategic importance for the prospect of a contiguous and viable Palestinian State.

WHO Regional Committee for Europe annual meeting in Rome will discuss new findings 
on health and well-being of people in Europe and track progress against key health 
targets.
Europeans’ sense of health, well-being and life satisfaction is higher than in many 

other parts of the world. Most people respond positively to the question: “How satisfied are you 
with life these days?” Across the WHO European Region, on a scale of 0 (least satisfied) to 10 
(most satisfied), life satisfaction scores an average 6, but variations from country to country are 
pronounced – some have a score of 5 or below, others have some of the highest scores in the 
world, reaching up to 7.6.  - Source: World Health Organization, Europe

DTM showcases PHL ‘ultimate underwater tourism’

attendees to an “ultimate underwater tourism” 
experience with an on-site familiarization tour of 
some of the country’s dive destinations, as part of 
the Philippines Dive Travel Mart (DTM) that was 
held jointly with the DRT.

Among the dive sites visited were: Anilao, 
Batangas; Puerto Galera, Mindoro; Dumaguete, 
Negros Oriental; Bohol; and Malapascua and Moal-
bal in Cebu; Siquijor Island; and Southern Leyte.

The Tourism chief expressed confidence 
that the international exposure will make the Phil-
ippines a globally-competitive diving destination, 
as she touted the country’s marine bio-diversity, 
acknowledged by experts as among the richest in 
the world.

“We have it all -- from the rarest and 
smallest critters to the largest pelagic fish, colorful 
reefs, and many others. So whether you’re looking 

for a relaxing fun dive, honing your photography 
skills, doing technical or cave dives, or training to 
free dive, we invite you to take on our dive sites,” 
said Puyat.

At least 26 countries participated as 
represented by 45 local exhibitors and sellers, 58 
international buyers, and 12 international media, 
featuring the latest technology in underwater 
photography, snorkeling and diving gears, and 
business-to-business (B2B) opportunities for the 
sellers.

“We are thankful that the DRT Show Phil-
ippines 2018 has served as an effective platform for 
DTM for the convergence of international tourism 
stakeholders, product updates, B2B meetings 
between local dive tour operators, foreign buyers 
and dive tour operators, and education,” said Puyat.

“Through this initiative, the Department 
aims to sustain the competitiveness of our dive 
tourism products through the continued introduc-
tion and development of other segments in our 
product portfolio such as free diving and technical 
diving, taking into consideration the needs of 
established and new markets,” she added.

The Bahamas signs agreement 
expanding OAS scholarships for Bahamians

Permanent Representative Collie signs 
agreement to expand the offerings of 
the OAS-Bahamas Scholarship with 
Mrs. Kim Osborne, Executive Secre-
tary for Integral Development in the 
OAS Secretariat. (Photos courtesy of 
the OAS)

Scholarship was launched in 2017 and was then of-
fered to 25 Bahamian students to attend 9 partner 
Universities in North America. The catalyst for the 
Scholarship was a mandate to seek out counterpart 
resources to maximize existing Government funding 
allocated for Bahamian scholarships through 
the trilateral partnership model and to deepen 
cooperation with the OAS on education, given its 
importance to sustainable development.

Europe tops rankings on life satisfaction index

Land reform in South Africa is crucial for inclusive growth

era persist. After a decade of slow growth, the South African government has embarked on a 
big investment drive to stimulate economic growth and create new jobs. It has begun to tackle 
the obstacles to growth by working towards greater policy certainty, shifting resources towards 
infrastructure investment, reducing bureaucratic inefficiency and stabilising public finances.
(Source: South African Embassy )

Didier Reynders, Alexander De Croo 
urge Israel not to demolish Khan El-Ahmar

Angola now the 5th African power in hydropower

Cambambe, Angola was one of the five 
countries in the world that increased 
hydroelectric capacity the most in 2017 
- behind China, Brazil, India and Portugal 
- becoming one of the five largest powers 
in Africa in this area, 11th place in the 
African classification, among about 40 
nations analyzed.(Source: Embassy of 
Angola)

Finland, US partner 
in investment, 

innovation and trade
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Books Worth Reading

The Library of Congress, in collaboration with 
educational organizations, announced the 
launch of two new web- and mobile-based 

applications related to Congress and civics for use in 
K-12 classrooms.

The Library of Congress, in collaboration 
with educational organizations, today announced 
the launch of two new web- and mobile-based 
applications related to Congress and civics for use in 
K-12 classrooms.

These new applications transport students 
through primary sources to some of the most 
dramatic turning points in U.S. history and immerse 
them in the related debates.

Students can investigate complex ques-
tions through both applications, as well as three 
apps that launched in 2016. These apps are acces-
sible  at loc.gov/teachers/civics-interactives/.

 “Together, these new applications are a 
valuable addition to the suite of civics-related tools 
that our partners have developed,” said Lee Ann 
Potter, director of the Educational Outreach division 

THE 7 HABITS OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PEOPLE: 
POWERFUL LESSONS IN PERSONAL CHANGE 

KINDLE EDITION
By STEPHEN R. COVEY  
#1 Amazon Best Seller! Infographics 

Edition
What are the habits of successful people? 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People has capti-
vated readers for 25 years. It has transformed the 
lives of Presidents and CEOs, educators, parents, and 
students — in short, millions of people of all ages 
and occupations have benefited from Dr. Covey’s 7 
Habits book. And, it can transform you.

Infographics Edition: Stephen Covey’s 
cherished classic commemorates the timeless 
wisdom and power of the 7 Habits book, and does it 
in a highly readable and understandable, infograph-
ics format.

This 7 Habits book guides you through 
each habit step-by-step:

•	 Habit	1:	Be	Proactive
•	 Habit	2:	Begin	With	The	End	In	Mind
•	 Habit	3:	Put	First	Things	First
•	 Habit	4:	Think	Win-Win
•	 Habit	5:	Seek	First	To	Understand	Then	

Be Understood
•	 Habit	6:	Synergize
•	 Habit	7:	Sharpen	The	Saw

IN HIS FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS
By DANIELLE STEEL

In this powerful novel, #1 New York Times 
bestselling author Danielle Steel tells the story of 
two World War II concentration camp survivors, 
the life they build together, and the son who faces 
struggles of his own as a first generation American 
determined to be his own person and achieve 
success.

Moving from the ashes of postwar Europe 
to the Lower East Side of New York to wealth, suc-
cess, and unlimited luxury, In His Father’s Footsteps 
is a stirring tale of three generations of strong, 
courageous, and loving people who pay their dues 
to achieve their goals.

About Danielle Steel:
The author’s 100-plus books have sold 

hundreds of millions of copies.
Remarkably prolific, Danielle Steel has 

been hailed as one of the world’s most popular 
novelists, with over 590 million copies of her books 
sold. In addition to producing one bestseller after 
another, Steel also runs the Nick Traina Foundation, 
a not-for-profit named after her late son, which 

“Opioid addiction can happen to anyone. It can happen all too quickly and lead you down a dark 
path once thought unimaginable. We are hopeful that these hard-hitting ads will prevent young 
people from a fate that is all too familiar in our country today. Perhaps if there was a campaign 

like this when my brother was growing up, he might have avoided his powerful addiction and 
been spared its consequences. While the Truth on Opioids ads may be shocking, so are the almost 
countless stories of addiction and overdose in our communities - especially among our youth. Our 
partnership with the Truth Initiative and the Ad Council - entities with a proven track record of 
connecting with youth - can help us turn addiction and despair into hope and recovery. We need 
Americans to understand that there truly is a crisis next door, and that awareness of the dangers 
of opioids must be part of the solution. These ads are an important part of the Administration’s 
comprehensive response.”

By ARI LAZARUS 
Consumer Education Specialist, FTC 

Scammers follow the news – and the money. 
A few months ago,we shared the news that 
Medicare is sending new cards to everyone 

who gets Medicare benefits, replacing your 
Social Security number with another number. As 
expected, scammers have been trying to cash in on 
this change.

These scammers typically reach out by 
phone and have tried a few different tactics. Some-
times, they claim to be a Medicare representative 
and ask to verify (ahem, steal) your information. 
Or they claim that there’s a fee for your new card 
(there isn’t). Others claim that your Medicare card 
was compromised and you need to move your 
money from your bank into “safer accounts” (it 
wasn’t, you don’t, and following their advice means 
putting your money in their pockets). We’ve even 
heard of some scammers offering plastic versions of 
the card for a fee – even though the real Medicare 
cards are paper and there are no legitimate plastic 
cards.

How can you avoid these scams? Remem-
ber these tips:

•	 Don’t	give	personal	information	to	get	
your new Medicare card. If someone calls claiming 
to be from Medicare, asking for your Social Security 
number, bank information, or other information to 
get your new card, that’s a scam. Hang up. Medi-
care will never ask you to give personal information 
to get your new Medicare number and card.

•	 Don’t	pay	for	your	new	card.	It’s	yours	
for free. If anyone calls and says you need to pay for 
it, that’s a scam. Hang up.

If you’ve already given out your bank 
account information over the phone, talk to your 
bank immediately. You’ll want to deal with any 
unauthorized activity on your account as soon as 
possible.

BECOMING SUPERNATURAL: HOW COMMON 
PEOPLE ARE DOING THE UNCOMMON   

By DR. JOE DISPENZA, Adam Boyce (Narrator), & 
1 more

#1 Best Seller in Medical Psychotherapy 
TA & NLP

The author of the New York Times best 
seller You Are the Placeboas well as Breaking the 
Habit of Being Yourself and Evolve Your Brain draws 
on research conducted at his advanced workshops 
since 2012 to explore how common people are 
doing the uncommon to transform themselves and 
their lives. Becoming Supernaturalmarries the some 
of the most profound scientific information with 
ancient wisdom to show how people like you and 
me can experience a more mystical life. 

Listeners will learn that we are quite 
literally supernatural by nature if given the proper 
knowledge and instruction, and when we learn 
how to apply that information through various 
meditations we should experience a greater expres-
sion of our creative abilities; that we have the capac-
ity to tune in to frequencies beyond our material 
world and receive more orderly, coherent streams of 
consciousness and energy; that we can intentionally 
change our brain chemistry to initiate profoundly 

Library of Congress launches new set 
of educational apps for back to school

Surgeon General’s Statement on 
White House Opioids Campaign

at the Library of Congress.
“The ability to weigh evidence and build 

a sound argument is crucial to informed civic 
participation, and we are happy to see the effective 
and engaging ways in which the interactives use 
primary source documents to build these vital 
skills.”

Each project takes a different approach 
to the subjects, but at the core of each are the rich 
historical primary sources that the Library makes 
freely available at loc.gov.

The two new civics interactives are:
•	 DBQuest,	developed	by	iCivics.	

DBQuest	teaches	history	and	civics	through	the	use	
of primary source documents and evidence-based 
learning. It offers a platform, accessible on mobile 
devices, that reinforces evidence-based reasoning 
and document-based questioning by teaching 
students to identify and evaluate evidence, con-
textualize information and write sound supporting 
arguments.

•	 Case	Maker,	developed	by	Bean	

Creative. Case Maker is a customizable system for 
inquiry-based learning for K-12 students using pri-
mary sources from the Library of Congress. Modeled 
after the “observe, reflect, question” framework, 
developed under the Teaching with Primary Sources 
program, Case Maker guides students to challenge a 
question, collect evidence and make a case. 

Hang up on 
Medicare 

card scams  

Dr. Covey’s 7 Habits book is one of the most 
inspiring and impactful books ever written. Now 
you can enjoy and learn critical lessons about the 
habits of successful people that will enrich your life’s 
experience. And, it’s in an inforgraphics format that 
makes it easy for you to learn and apply Dr. Covey’s 
habits of successful people.

funds organizations dedicated to treating mental 
illness. 

She has received numerous service awards 
for her contributions in the mental health field.

mystical transcendental experiences; and how, if 
we do this enough times, we can develop the skill 
of creating a more efficient, balanced, healthy body, 
a more unlimited mind, and greater access to the 
realms of spiritual truth. 

Simplicity in character, 
in manners, in style; in 
all things the supreme 
excellence is simplicity. 

-- 
Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow
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Sr. Maria Socorro Pilar G. Evidente, DC

HOSPICIO DE SAN JOSE
Since its foundation in 1810, Hospicio 

de San Jose has stood as a beacon of 
hope and succor for persons in poverty 

situations.  It is the first charitable institution 
in the Philippines, a forerunner of social work 
and have been an exemplar of compassion and 
charity, demonstrating the Filipino people’s 
boundless capacity for extending a helping 
hand to those in need.  

It has been managed by the Daughters of 
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul since 1865. 

In 2017, Hospicio has launched to better 
the lives of the people under their care and to 
achieve financial and food sustainability:

•	 Sponsorship	of	a	child	or	an	elderly:			
A donation of $100. on a monthly basis can 
already provide education, food, etc. to a child and 
medicines and food to a special child or elderly, 
psycho-therapy and healing sessions for the abused 
children. The sponsor may choose a particular 
category he/she wishes to provide for.

•	 Sponsor	a	house	for	a	homeless	
family.  Hospicio has finished 10 housing units 
which have been occupied and have 24 units more 
waiting for sponsors.

•	 Food	Sustainability:	through	
organic hog-raising, organic vegetable garden-
ing, chickens, ducks, turkeys, goats ( all in 
Bulacan property).

•	 A	Multi-purpose	pavilion	for	the	
Street People – to provide a place for the feed-
ing, formation sessions and  emergency “night 
shelter” for the homeless.

•	 A	Livelihood	and	Skills	Training	
Center which will provide short courses in 
Baking, Cooking, Housekeeping and other skills 
to equip the unemployed heads of families, 
especially women, with skills for income 
generation activities.

For the readers whose hearts have 
been touched by our appeal and desires to 
sponsor a particular project, you may contact us 
through this email address:  mspg.evidente@
gmail.com or call (063-2-7342366)

Sr. Maria Socorro Pilar G. Evidente, DC
Administrator
Hospicio de San Jose
Ayala Bridge, Manila
Philippines

Appeal for Donations

Here’s how to avoid a counterfeit check scam:
•	 Throw	away	any	offer	that	asks	you	to	pay	for	a	prize	

or a gift. If it’s free or a gift, you shouldn’t have to pay for it. Free is free.
•	 Resist	the	urge	to	enter	foreign	lotteries.	It’s	illegal	to	play	a	

foreign lottery through the mail or the telephone, and most foreign lottery 
solicitations are phony.

•	 Know	who	you’re	dealing	with,	and	never	wire	money	to	strang-
ers.

•	 If	you’re	selling	something,	don’t	accept	a	check	for	more	than	the	
selling price, no matter how tempting the offer or how convincing the story. Ask 
the buyer to write the check for the correct amount. If the buyer refuses to send 
the correct amount, return the check. Don’t send the merchandise.

•	 As	a	seller,	you	can	suggest	an	alternative	way	for	the	buyer	to	
pay, like an escrow service or online payment service. There may be a charge 
for an escrow service. If the buyer insists on using a particular escrow or online 
payment service you’ve never heard of, check it out. Visit its website, and read 
its terms of agreement and privacy policy. Call the customer service line. If there 
isn’t one — or if you call and can’t get answers about the service’s reliability — 
don’t use the service.

•	 If	you	accept	payment	by	check,	ask	for	a	check	drawn	on	a	local	
bank, or a bank with a local branch. That way, you can make a personal visit to 
make sure the check is valid. If that’s not possible, call the bank where the check 
was purchased, and ask if it is valid. Get the bank’s phone number from direc-
tory assistance or an Internet site that you know and trust, not from the check or 

By COLLEEN TRESSLER
Consumer Education Specialist, FTC

The 2018 hurricane season is upon us. If you 
haven’t made storm preparations, now is the 
time. The FTC has information to help you 

prepare for, deal with, and recover from the long-
term impacts of a weather emergency. But how 
about the rest of us ready to help with donations 
after a hurricane? You should know about how to 
avoid hurricane relief charity fraud.

Here’s the rundown. After a hurricane 
hits, people rush to help those in need. If you are 
making a donation for hurricane relief, remember 
to give enough thought to where exactly you 
are sending your money. Because scammers are 

Did your favorite celebrity reach out to you 
on social media?

Before you get too excited, are 
you sure it’s that person? Really sure? We’ve 
heard reports that scammers, who will try 
just about anything to separate you from your 
money, are now posing as celebrities on social 
media. They’re asking fans to send money for 
all kinds of supposed reasons – like claiming 
a prize, donating to a charity, or giving help 
of some kind. Some celebs do raise money for 
legitimate causes. But you want to be sure the 
cause—and the person asking you to support 
it—are real.

Imposter scams come in many variet-
ies, but they all work the same way: a scammer 
pretends to be someone you trust to convince 
you to send them money. And that’s exactly 
what these celebrity imposters are trying to do.

So what should you do if a celebrity 
contacts you on social media and asks for 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services (USCIS) has announced 
it is adjusting the premium processing fee 

for Form I-129, Petition for a Nonimmigrant Worker 
and Form I-140, Immigrant Petition for Alien Work-
ers beginning on Oct. 1, 2018 to more effectively 
adjudicate petitions and maintain effective service 
to petitioners.

The premium processing fee will increase 
to $1,410, a 14.92 percent increase (after rounding) 
from the current fee of $1,225. This increase, which 
is done in accordance with the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, represents the percentage change 
in inflation since the fee was last increased in 2010 
based on the Consumer Price Index for all Urban 
Consumers.

“Because premium processing fees have 
not been adjusted since 2010, our ability to im-
prove the adjudications and service processes for all 
petitioners has been hindered as we’ve experienced 
significantly higher demand for immigration ben-
efits. Ultimately, adjusting the premium processing 
fee will allow us to continue making necessary 
investments in staff and technology to administer 
various immigration benefit requests more ef-
fectively and efficiently,” said Chief Financial Officer 
Joseph Moore. “USCIS will continue adjudicating 
all petitions on a case-by-case basis to determine if 
they meet all standards required under applicable 
law, policies, and regulations.”

Premium processing is an optional service 
that is currently authorized for certain petitioners 
filing Forms I-129 or I-140. The system allows 

FTC offers tips on how to protect 
yourself from scammers

from the person who gave you the check.
•	 If	the	buyer	insists	that	you	wire	back	funds,	end	the	transaction	

immediately. Legitimate buyers don’t pressure you to send money by wire 
transfer services. 

•	 Resist	any	pressure	to	“act	now.”	If	the	buyer’s	offer	is	good	now,	it	
should be good after the check clears.

IF YOU THINK YOU’RE A VICTIM:
If you think you’ve been targeted by a counterfeit check scam, report it 

to the following agencies:
•	 The	Federal	Trade	Commission	
•	 The	U.S.	Postal	Inspection	Service
•	 Your	state	or	local	consumer	protection	agencies.	Visit	www.naag.

org for a list of state Attorneys General, or check the Blue Pages of your local 
telephone directory for appropriate phone numbers.

Scammers impersonate celebrities on social media

USCIS increases premium processing fee
Fee increase consistent with the Consumer Price Index

petitioners to request 15-day processing of certain 
employment-based immigration benefit requests 
if they pay an extra fee. The premium processing 
fee is paid in addition to the base filing fee and any 
other applicable fees, which cannot be waived.

USCIS intends to hire additional staff 

and make investments in information technol-
ogy systems with the premium funds that are 
generated by the fee increase. This will allow the 
agency to provide premium processing service with 
less disruption while improving adjudications and 
operational processes.

By  ARI LAZARUS 
Consumer Education Specialist, FTC

money?
•	 Slow	down.	Before	you	send	

money, talk with someone you trust. 
•	 Do	some	research:	search	online	

for the celebrity’s name plus “scam.” Do the 
same with any charity or cause they’re asking 
you to support—and learn more about charity 
scams here.

•	 Never	send	money,	gift	cards	or	
prepaid debit cards to someone you don’t know 
or haven’t met – even celebrities you meet on 
social media.

•	 If	you	sent	money	to	a	scammer,	
contact the company you used to send the 
money (your bank, wire transfer service, gift 
card company, or prepaid debit card company). 
Tell them the transaction was a fraud. Ask the 
company to reverse the transaction, if it’s pos-
sible.

•	 Report	your	experience	to	the	
social media site and to the FTC.

By  LISA LAKE 
Consumer Education Specialist, FTC 

A caller says that he’s from the government 
and your Social Security Number (SSN) has 
been suspended. He sounds very profes-

sional. So you should do exactly what he says to fix 
things…right?  Wrong.

The FTC has gotten reports about scam-
mers trying to trick people out of their personal 
information by telling them that they need to 
“reactivate” their supposedly “suspended” SSNs. The 
scammers say the SSN was suspended because of 
some connection to fraud or other criminal activity. 
They say to call a number to clear it up – where 
they’ll ask you for personal information.

Social Security Numbers do not get 
suspended. This is just a variation of a government 
imposter scam that’s after your SSN, bank account 
number, or other personal information. 

Here are a few tips to protect yourself:
•	 Never	give	out	or	confirm	personal	

information over the phone, via email or on a 
website until you’ve checked out whoever is asking 

Your Social Security Number 
isn’t suspended. Ever.  

you for it.
•	 Do	not	trust	a	name,	phone	number,	

or email address just because it seems to be 
connected with the government. Con artists use 
official-sounding names and may fake caller ID or 
email address information to make you trust them. 
Besides, the government normally contacts people 
by postal mail.

•	 Contact	government	agencies	directly,	
using telephone numbers and website addresses 
you know to be legitimate.

If someone has tried to steal your personal 
information by pretending to be from the govern-
ment, report it to the FTC. 

Wise giving after a hurricane

hoping that generous people like you, in your 
eagerness to help, won’t do your homework so they 
can steal that money. The best way to avoid this 
and other kinds of charity fraud is to go online and 
do your research to make sure your money goes to 
a reputable organization.

Cybersecurity involves preventing, detecting, 
and responding to cyberattacks that can have 
wide ranging effects on the individual, orga-

nizations, the community, and at the national level. 
Cyberattacks are malicious attempts to access or 
damage a computer system. Cyberattacks can lead 
to loss of money, theft of personal information, and 
damage to your reputation and safety. 

Cyberattacks:
•	 Can	use	computers,	mobile	phones,	

gaming systems, and other devices;
•	 Can	include	identity	theft;
•	 Can	block	your	access	or	delete	your	

personal documents and pictures; 

Protect yourself against a cyberattack
•	 Can	target	children;	and
•	 Can	cause	cause	business	services,	

transportation, and power.
Protect Yourself Against a Cyberattack
•	 Keep	software	and	operating	systems	

up-to-date
•	 Use	strong	passwords	and	two-factor	

authentication (two methods of verification).
•	 Watch	for	suspicious	activity.	When	in	

doubt, don’t click. Do not provide personal informa-
tion.

•	 Use	encrypted	(secure)	internet	com-
munications.

•	 Create	backup	files.
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• Events  Calendar • 

SpringHill Entertainment, which 
was founded by James and Maverick 
Carter, officially announced a new “Space 
Jam” movie will be happening and feature 
the Los Angeles Lakers’ star player. The film 
will be produced by Ryan Coogler, who is 
best known for his work on “Black Panther,” 
“Creed” and “Fruitvale Station.”

BACKSTREET BOYS – The boyband contin-
ues their residency at Planet Hollywood’s Zappos 
Theater before wrapping up their run in 2019.

* * * 
CHRISTINA AGUILERA – After years away 

from the road, Christina is back on stage, bringing 
her Liberation Tour to the Colosseum at Caesars 
Palace on October 27.

* * *
BLINK 182 – The pop-punk icons continue 

their “Kings of the Weekend” residency, playing 
shows October 26-27 inside the Pearl Theater at the 
newly remodeled Palms Casino Resort.

* * *
JIMMY BUFFETT – Parrotheads and mar-

garita fans won’t want to miss Jimmy Buffett and 
The Coral Reefer Band on October 20 at the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena.

* * *
OZZY OSBOURNE – October is shaping up 

to be a great month for metal fans. The Prince of 
Darkness teams up with Stone Sour for one-night-
only at the MGM Grand Garden Arena on October 
13. Ozzy swears it’s his final tour, but he said the 
same thing back in 1992.

* * *
SYSTEM OF A DOWN – The multi-platinum 

nu-metal band comes to the T-Mobile Arena on 
Friday, October 19.

* * *

Newtown Square, PA - BMW congratulates 
Keegan Bradley on winning the 2018 
BMW Championship on September 11 at 

Aronimink Golf Club in Newtown Square, PA in a 
playoff. Bradley put together a stellar final round 
score of 66 in challenging weather conditions to 
capture the championship, edging out 2011 BMW 
Championship winner Justin Rose, in the playoff.

Both he and Rose finished the final round 
at 20-under par, forcing a one-hole playoff to 
decide the championship. After a Rose miss for par, 
Bradley stepped up and knocked in a short putt 
to capture the title, and his first professional win 
in over six years. His wife Jillian, and their nine-
month-old son Logan embraced him on the 18th 
green after the win.

“I’ve been dreaming of doing that forever, 
so I’m just speechless,” said Bradley. “It took a lot of 
hard work. A lot of people helped me. I don’t really 
know what to say. I’m just so happy. Thank you to 
everybody.”

The new Mercedes-Benz GLE has a wealth of 
innovations. For example, E-ACTIVE BODY 
CONTROL is a 48-volt active suspension 

system and a world first, while the driver assistance 
systems take another step forward with Active 
Stop-and-Go Assist. 

The interior is even more spacious 
and comfortable, with a third seat row avail-
able on request. The infotainment system has 
larger screens, a full-color head-up display with a 
resolution of 720 x 240 pixels and the new MBUX 
Interior Assistant, which can recognize hand 
and arm movements and supports operating 
intentions. The exterior design not only exudes 
presence and power, but also sets a  new standard 
for aerodynamics in the SUV segment. The GLE 
will receive a new range of engines and the new 
4MATIC system ensures great agility on the road 
and superior performance off the beaten track. The 
new Mercedes- Benz GLE will celebrate its World 
Premiere at the Paris Motor Show in October 2018 
and will go on sale in the U.S. in 2019.

“The new GLE is not only more comfort-
able than ever before on the road, but also shows 

Keegan Bradley wins the 2018 BMW Championship 
at Aronimink Golf Club in Newtown Square, PA

Following his victory, Bradley was 
presented with the BMW Championship and J.K. 
Wadley trophies by Tom Shanley, Regional Vice 
President, Eastern Region, BMW of North America.

The proceeds from the 2018 BMW 
Championship help fund Platt Evans Scholarships 
for caddies from the Philadelphia area to attend 
Penn State University. Funds will also be used 
to establish a scholarship house at Penn State 
where recipients can live and learn in an enriching 
environment. To date, the BMW Championship has 
raised more than $27 million for the Evans Scholars 
Foundation since the tournament’s inception in 
2007.

BMW continued its tradition of awarding 
a full, four-year Evans Scholarship following a 
hole-in-one during the BMW Championship. The 
recipient of the BMW Hole-in-One Scholarship 
resulting from Jason Day’s ace at last year’s BMW 
Championship was Brooklyn Gabriel, of Philadel-
phia, PA.  KEEGAN BRADLEY

Introducing: The new Mercedes-Benz GLE
its superior off-road character off the beaten track. 
This alone shows our determination to reinforce 
our claim to leadership in the SUV segment,” says 
Ola Källenius, responsible for corporate research at 
Daimler AG and Mercedes-Benz Cars development. 

“Significantly more space in the interior, 
the new control concept, considerably extended 
and refined driver assistance systems, the best 
aerodynamics in the segment, a completely new 
range of engines and numerous other innovations 
emphatically underline this.”

LeBron James to star 
in new ‘Space Jam’ film

L.A. Comic Con is Los Angeles’ first 
multi-media pop culture convention, held an-
nually at the L.A. Convention Center.  The event 
assembles the most exciting and innovative in 
comics, video games, sci-fi, fantasy, horror and 
all things pop-culture, making L.A. Comic Con 
Los Angeles’ ultimate pop-culture convention. 

When:  October 26, Friday, 1 PM
Where: Los Angeles Convention Center

Los Angeles 
fashion week 2018 

presented by Art 
Hearts Fashion is  a top 

event for designers to 
showcase.

When: 
October 4 - 7

Where:  Los 
Angeles

What’s Happening in Las Vegas in 2018?
LIONEL RICHIE – The R&B singer and 

songwriter winds down his “All the Hits’ residency 
at Planet Hollywood. His final shows are on select 
dates Oct. 3-20.

* * *
BOYZ II MEN – The soulful trio have 

become longtime Vegas favorites. Their residency 
continues at the Terry Fator Theater inside the 
Mirage.

* * *
REBA AND BROOKS AND DUNN – This 

dream match-up for country fans returns to the 
stage at the Caesars Palace Colosseum.

* * *
COMEDY: The Terry Fator Theater continues 

to welcome the world’s top comedy stars. Ray 
Romano, David Spade, Daniel Tosh and others will 
be back throughout the month.

* * *
NHL HOCKEY: After proving the skeptics 

wrong and reaching the finals in their debut 
season, the Vegas Golden Knights are ready to take 
to the ice again. The team’s home opener is at the 
T-Mobile Arena on October 4 against the Flyers.

* * *
NBA BASKETBALL: Get a jump on the 

NBA season as the Los Angeles Lakers take on the 
champion Golden State Warriors October 10 at the 
T-Mobile Arena. The preseason exhibition game 
could be an early chance to see LeBron James as 
a Laker.
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FLOODING
If you approach a flooded road or walkway, follow this 

rule: turn around, don’t drown!
Failing to evacuate flooded areas, entering flood waters, 

or remaining after a flood has passed can result in injury or 
death. Flooding is a temporary overflow of water onto land that 
is normally dry. Floods are the most common natural disaster in 
the United States. Floods may:

•	 Result	from	rain,	snow,	coastal	storms,	storm	surges,	
and overflows of dams and other water systems.

•	 Develop	slowly	or	quickly	–	Flash	floods	can	come	
with no warning.

•	 Cause	outages,	disrupt	transportation,	damage	
buildings, and create landslides.

 IF YOU ARE UNDER A FLOOD WARNING, 
FIND SAFE SHELTER RIGHT AWAY

•	 Do	not	walk,	swim,	or	drive	through	flood	waters.	
Turn Around, Don’t Drown!

o Just six inches of moving water can knock you down, 
and one foot of moving water can sweep your vehicle away.

•	 Stay	off	of	bridges	over	fast-moving	water.
•	 Determine	how	best	to	protect	yourself	based	on	the	

type of flooding.
o Evacuate if told to do so.
o Move to higher ground or a higher floor.
o Stay where you are.

HOW TO STAY SAFE WHEN A FLOOD THREATENS
Prepare NOW

•	 Know	types	of	flood	risk	in	your	area.	Visit	FEMA’s	
Flood Map Service Center for information.

•	 Sign	up	for	your	community’s	warning	system.	
The Emergency Alert System (EAS) and National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio also provide 
emergency alerts.

•	 If	flash	flooding	is	a	risk	in	your	location,	then	moni-
tor potential signs, such as heavy rain.

•	 Learn	and	practice	evacuation	routes,	shelter	plans,	
and flash flood response.

•	 Gather	supplies	in	case	you	have	to	leave	immedi-
ately, or if services are cut off. Keep in mind each person’s specific 
needs, including medication. Don’t forget the needs of pets. 
Obtain extra batteries and charging devices for phones and 
other critical equipment.

•	 Purchase	or	renew	a	flood	insurance	policy.	It	typi-
cally takes up to 30 days for a policy to go into effect and can 
protect the life you’ve built. Homeowner’s policies do not cover 
flooding. Get flood coverage under the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) 

•	 Keep	important	documents	in	a	waterproof	con-
tainer. Create password-protected digital copies.

•	 Protect	your	property.	Move	valuables	to	higher	
levels. Declutter drains and gutters. Install check valves. Consider 
a sump pump with a battery.

Survive DURING
•	 Depending	on	where	you	are,	and	the	impact	and	

the warning time of flooding, go to the safe location that you 
previously identified.

•	 If	told	to	evacuate,	do	so	immediately.	Never	drive	
around barricades. Local responders use them to safely direct 
traffic out of flooded areas.

•	 Listen	to	EAS,	NOAA	Weather	Radio,	or	local	alerting	
systems for current emergency information and instructions.

•	 Do	not	walk,	swim,	or	drive	through	flood	waters.	
Turn Around. Don’t Drown!

•	 Stay	off	bridges	over	fast-moving	water.	Fast-moving	
water can wash bridges away without warning.

•	 If	your	vehicle	is	trapped	in	rapidly	moving	water,	
then stay inside. If water is rising inside the vehicle, then seek 
refuge on the roof.

•	 If	trapped	in	a	building,	then	go	to	its	highest	level.	
Do not climb into a closed attic. You may become trapped by 
rising floodwater. Go on the roof only if necessary. Once there, 
signal for help.

Be Safe AFTER
•	 Listen	to	authorities	for	information	and	instructions.	

Return home only when authorities say it is safe.
•	 Avoid	driving,	except	in	emergencies.
•	 Snakes	and	other	animals	may	be	in	your	house.	

Wear heavy gloves and boots during clean up.
•	 Be	aware	of	the	risk	of	electrocution.	Do	not	touch	

electrical equipment if it is wet or if you are standing in water. If 
it is safe to do so, turn off the electricity to prevent electric shock.

•	 Avoid	wading	in	floodwater,	which	can	contain	dan-
gerous debris and be contaminated. Underground or downed 
power lines can also electrically charge the water.

•	 Use	a	generator	or	other	gasoline-powered	machin-
ery ONLY outdoors and away from windows. 

When disasters strike, The Salvation Army is 
there, providing emergency assistance to survivors and 
first responders. As Hurricane Florence threatens the 
east coast of the United States, The Salvation Army is 
ready to serve those in need and, with your support, we 
can stay on the frontlines of any crisis.  We are grate-
ful for your support and thank you for helping us help 
others. 

For the latest updates on our disaster relief efforts, 
visit www.disaster.salvationarmyusa.org.

Plan Ahead for Disasters


