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ACROSS THE WORLD AT YOUR SERVICEWORLD SPEAKS LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL

Continued on Page 6

Don’t miss out, as 
international superstar 
Celine Dion takes the 
stage at the Colosseum 
at Caesar’s Place on 
June 8 for a powerful 
performance featuring 
all her greatest hits . 

If you want to pay for 
retirement, college, or a 
home, you may decide 
to invest your money to 
fund your goals.  Before 
you invest, make sure 
you know everything 
there is to know about 
investing.  Read all 
about it on Page 6.

A Thai university 
research team was 
celebrating the suc-
cessful launch of their 
satellite recently – the 
first orbiter designed 
and built in the King-
dom. The satellite was launched from Vanderberg Air 
Force Base in California on December 3 and is now in 
orbit. . Read all about it on Page 3.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
today announced the determination that 
aviation security at Ninoy Aquino International 

Airport (MNL), which serves as a last-point-of-de-
parture airport for flights to the United States, does 
not maintain and carry out effective security con-
sistent with the security standards established by 
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).  
This determination was based on assessments by 
a team of security experts from the Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA). 

In view of this finding and effective im-
mediately, airlines issuing tickets for travel between 
the United States and MNL are directed to notify 
passengers in writing of this determination. 

The Secretary has also directed this advi-
sory be displayed prominently at all U.S. airports 
that provide regularly scheduled service to MNL 
and that it be published in the Federal Register, 
pursuant to sections 114 and 44907 of Title 49 of 
the United States Code.

In coordination with the Department of 
State and the Department of Transportation, TSA 
representatives have been working with the Philip-
pine government to assist airport and transporta-
tion authorities in bringing MNL up to international 

LOS ANGELES -- MANNY IS BACK!  Senator Manny “Pacman” Pacquiao (60-7-2, 
39 KOs), the Philippines’ national treasure and boxing’s only eight-division 
world champion, returns for his first U.S.-based training camp in over two 

years last Dec. 22.  
 What a whirlwind journey it has been for the Amazin’ Manny.  After 

knocking out defending WBA welterweight world champion Lucas Matthyssee in 
the seventh round of  their July 15 bout which took place at Axiata Arena in Kuala 
Lampur, Malaysia, there has been no down time for Manny, a schedule that keeps 
the international icon thriving.  

Manny has traveled to the United Kingdom at the invitations of the 
prestigious Oxford Union and Cambridge Union to speak about his life and answer 
questions from the student members on consecutive days.  He embarked on a 

STERLING, Virginia — U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) officers seized nearly $57,000 
in unreported currency from a Benin couple 

Thursday at Washington Dulles International 
Airport.

The couple, who arrived on a flight 
from Belgium, initially told CBP officers that they 
possessed less than $10,000. After officers advised 
them of U.S. currency reporting laws, the couple re-
ported verbally and in writing that they possessed 
$9,500 and 19,000 euros.

During an examination, CBP officers 
discovered $15,765 in U.S. dollars, 36,095 euros 
and 722,000 West African francs for a combined 
equivalent of $56,985 in U.S. dollars.  Officers 
discovered the currency in several envelopes, inside 
pants and suit pockets within their luggage, and 
during a patdown of the female traveler.

Federal law requires that travelers who 
possess $10,000 or more in currency or other 
monetary instruments must report it all to a CBP of-

The E-cigarette Epidemic Among 
Youth Considerable progress has been made in 
reducing cigarette smoking among our nation’s 
youth. However, the tobacco product landscape 
continues to evolve to include a variety of 
tobacco products, including smoked, smokeless, 
and electronic products, such as e-cigarettes. 

E-cigarettes are designed to deliver 

Hongjin Tan, a 35 year old Chinese national and U.S. legal permanent resident, was arrested on 
Dec. 20 and charged with theft of trade secrets. Tan is alleged to have stolen the trade secrets 
from his employer, a U.S. petroleum company.

The announcement was made by Assistant Attorney General for National Security John 
C. Demers, U.S. Attorney Trent Shores for the Northern District of Oklahoma, and Special Agent in 
Charge Kathryn Peterson of the FBI Oklahoma City Field Office.

“Hongjin Tan allegedly stole trade secrets related to a product worth more than $1 billion 
from his U.S.-based petroleum company employer, to use for the benefit of a Chinese company 
where he was offered employment,” said Assistant Attorney General Demers. “The theft of intel-
lectual property harms American companies and American workers. As our recent cases show, all too 
often these thefts involve the Chinese government or Chinese companies. The Department recently 
launched an initiative to protect our economy from such illegal practices emanating from China, and 
we continue to make this a top priority.”  

“The United States filed a criminal complaint against a Chinese national alleging the theft 
of intellectual property from a company with significant operations in Oklahoma,” said U.S. Attorney 
Shores. “The value of the trade secrets in this case is estimated to be more than $1 billion dollars. 
Theft of critical research, development, and other intellectual property harms the economic prosper-
ity and security of the United States. My office and the Federal Bureau of Investigation will utilize 
all tools available to respond to these types of threats. We will protect Oklahomans and Oklahoma 
businesses by prosecuting those who violate the law.”

According to the criminal complaint, Tan allegedly stole trade secrets from a U.S.-based 
petroleum company regarding the manufacture of a “research and development downstream energy 
market product.” 

TUCSON, Ariz. – Tucson Sector Border Patrol 
agents arrested two illegal aliens during 
separate incidents on December 19  and 20 

and learned that one is an MS-13 gang member 
and the other is a sex offender.

On the evening of December 19, Ajo 
Station agents arrested a 46-year-old Mexican 
national, after he illegally entered the U.S. near 
Lukeville. During processing, agents discovered he 
was convicted in 2002 of unlawful sexual conduct 
with a minor in Mesa, Arizona. 

The following evening, Nogales Station 
agents arrested a 24-year-old national of El 
Salvador. During processing, agents conducting 
records checks learned that he is a member of the 
dangerous “Mara Salvatrucha” (MS-13) street gang.

Both subjects are considered felons 
previously removed from the country and now face 
federal criminal immigration charges. Those  appre-
hended by the Border Patrol undergo criminal his-
tory checks using biometrics to ensure illegal aliens 
with criminal histories are positively identified.

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) today announced up to $60 million 
in federal grant funding for projects that test the safe integration of automated driving systems 
(ADS) on our nation’s roadways. These grants aim to gather significant safety data to inform 

rulemaking, foster collaboration amongst state and local government and private partners, and test the 
safe integration of ADS on our nation’s roads. Grant applications are due in 90 days and must be submitted 
through www.grants.gov. Awardees will be announced in Spring 2019.

Goals of the ADS Demonstration grants:
•	 Safety:	Test	the	safe	integration	of	ADS	into	the	nation’s	on-road	transportation	system.
•	 Data	for	Safety	Analysis	and	Rulemaking:	Ensure	significant	data	gathering	and	sharing	of	

project data with USDOT and the public throughout the project in near real time.
•	 Collaboration:	Work	with	innovative	State	and	local	governments	and	private	partners	to	cre-

ate collaborative environments that harness the collective expertise, ingenuity, and knowledge of multiple 
stakeholders.

DHS issues travel advisory 
to the Republic of the PHL

security standards. 
TSA will continue to work with the 

Philippines and assist its aviation authorities with 
correcting the security deficiencies at the airport. 
In addition, TSA will continue to assess security 
measures at the airport and take appropriate ac-

tions as warranted. 
Under section 44907 of Title 49 of the 

United States Code, DHS is charged with the re-
sponsibility of assessing security at foreign airports 
with direct service to the United States to ensure 
they meet international standards as set by ICAO. 

USDOT announces notice of funding 
opportunity for automated driving 

system demonstration grants

Chinese national charged with 
committing theft of trade secrets

BP agents arrest 
sex offender, 

MS-13 gang member

Pacquiao returns to US to begin final phase of 
training for world title defense vs. Adrien Broner

Manny Pacquiao at the Wild Card Gym in Los Angeles. 
(Photo by Wendell Alinea/MP Promotions)

Surgeon General’s advisory 
on E-cigarette use among youth
I, Surgeon General of the United States Public Health Service, VADM Jerome Adams, am emphasiz-

ing the importance of protecting our children from a lifetime of nicotine addiction and associated 
health risks by immediately addressing the epidemic of youth e-cigarette use. The recent surge in 

e-cigarette use among youth, which has been fueled by new types of e-cigarettes that have recently 
entered the market, is a cause for great concern. We must take action now to protect the health of our 
nation’s young people. KNOW THE RISKS. TAKE ACTION. PROTECT OUR KIDS. 

*  *  *  *  *
nicotine, flavorings, and other additives to the 
user via an inhaled aerosol. E-cigarettes entered 
the U.S. marketplace around 2007, and since 
2014, they have been the most commonly used 
tobacco product among U.S. youth. 

E-cigarette use among U.S. middle and 
high school students increased 900% during 
2011-2015, before declining for the first time 
during 2015-2017.  However, current e-cigarette 
use increased 78% among high school students 
during the past year, from 11.7% in 2017 to 
20.8% in 2018. 

 In 2018, more than 3.6 million U.S. 
youth, including 1 in 5 high school students and 
1 in 20 middle school students, currently use 
e-cigarettes. E-cigarette aerosol is not harmless.
Most e-cigarettes contain nicotine – the addic-
tive drug in regular cigarettes, cigars, and other 
tobacco products.  Nicotine exposure during 
adolescence can harm the developing brain and  
can impact learning, memory, and attention.

Dulles CBP seizes nearly $57K in 
unreported currency from Benin travelers

ficer at the airport, seaport, or land border crossing 
when entering or leaving the country.

“Customs and Border Protection officers 
know that concealed bulk currency is oftentimes 
proceeds from alleged illicit activity and is used 
to fund transnational criminal organizations,” 
said Casey Durst, CBP’s Field Operations Director 
in Baltimore. “This currency seizure reflects CBP’s 
continuing commitment to enforce all U.S. laws at 
our nation’s international ports of entry.”

Read more about Celine Dion’s Las Vegas show 
on Page 7. 

The International Orga-
nization for Migration 
has chosen “Migration 
With Dignity” as the 
theme to mark this 
year’s International Mi-
grants Day to safeguard 
the fundamental rights 
of migrants. Read  it on 
Page 4.
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On Dec. 20, 2018 President Trump signed 
into law the Chinese-American World War II 
Veteran Congressional Gold Medal Act, which 

had been passed unanimously on Sept. 12, 2018, 
by the U.S. Senate (S. 1050) and unanimously on 
Dec. 12, 2018, by the U.S. House of Representatives 
(H.R. 2358). The bill passed the House five days 
before the 75th anniversary of the 1943 Magnuson 
Act, which repealed the regrettable Chinese Exclu-
sion Act of 1882.

The Chinese-American World War II 
Veteran Congressional Gold Medal Act is bipartisan 
legislation that honors the Chinese-American 
veterans who served our country in World War II 
despite prevalent discrimination at the time. Over 
20,000 Chinese-American veterans answered the 
call to serve in the United States military when the 
country was attacked at Pearl Harbor.

This is a wonderful holiday gift to the 
Chinese-American community. The president’s 
signature on this bill reaffirms this administra-
tion’s recognition of the contributions minorities 
make in protecting our nation. They put their lives 
on the line, pledging loyalty to our country and 
proving that we are all patriots. The passing and 
signing into law of this act honorably recognizes 
the Chinese-Americans who bravely served our 
country.

By 1941, over 100,000 Chinese-Americans 
had immigrated to the United States. Before the 
Magnuson Act, the Chinese-American community 
faced widespread discrimination, in part due to 
the passing of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882, 
which restricted immigration of Chinese laborers 
to the United States. Overcoming these hardships, 

S. 1050 sponsor Senator Tammy Duckworth with the National C.A.C.A. Advocacy 
Team. (Photo by Esther Lee, C.A.C.A. Boston Lodge)

Congressional Gold Medal Act enacted to pay 
tribute to 20,000 Chinese-American WWII vets

R. 2358 sponsor Representative Ed Royce with the National C.A.C.A. Advocacy 
Team. (Photo by Esther Lee, C.A.C.A. Boston Lodge)

By HOLLY HAM
Executive Director, White House Initiative on Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders

Chinese-Americans persevered to integrate into 
American society and build thriving communities. 
More than 20,000 brave Chinese-American men 
and women rose to serve the country from every 
state in the union, in every theater of battle, and 
in each branch of the armed services. Many earned 
citations for their heroism and honorable duty to 
our nation.

The congressional bills, H.R. 2358 and S. 
1050, were championed through the legislative 
process with support from the Chinese American 

Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A.) and veterans’ organiza-
tions across the country. 

“Many of the benefactors of this Act are 
sadly no longer with us,” notes Wilson Lee, cofound-
er of the Chinese American Heritage Foundation 
and C.A.C.A. Boston Lodge. “But as they sacrificed 
for us then, we now offer this tribute to their most 
precious contribution to our country — their lives 
for our freedom. With the Chinese-American WWII 
Veteran Congressional Gold Medal Act now being 
signed into law, let freedom ring for all!”

WASHINGTON, D.C. –The Philippine Embassy 
in Washington, D.C., in partnership with 
Healthy Mind Initiative, held a team-

building activity focused on promoting mental 
health and wellness among its personnel on 18 
December 2018 at the Philippine Chancery Annex 
Building. 

Healthy Mind Initiative (HMI) is a collab-
orative effort among the U.S. Public Health Service 
(USPHS), federal and county government partners, 
Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) community 
organizations and leadership. It highlights the 
importance of mental health literacy by educating 
about mental illness, substance misuse, and suicide 
among AAPI youth, with a focus on prevention and 
early detection. 

“Healthy Mind Initiative empowers AAPI 
parents to detect, prevent, seek treatment and at 
the same reduce the stigma that has been a huge 
problem in our culture,” said USPHS Capt. Marivic 
Fields, one of the lead presenters of HMI. 

For the Embassy’s team-building activity, 
the HMI presentation was tailored to focus on 
managing stress, giving basic information about the 
most common mental disorders, and identifying 

PH Embassy, Healthy Mind Initiative 
team up for mental health and wellness

Embassy’s Minister for Political Af-
fairs Rosanna Villamor-Voogel pres-
ents their group’s discussion points 
in one of the breakout sessions of the 
HMI team building.

Embassy’s Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Minister Patrick A. Chuasoto (2nd 
from left) presents the certificate of ap-
preciation and gifts to HMI represen-
tatives Cdr Gumapas (left-most), LCdr 
Pascua (2nd from right), and Capt. 
Fields (right-most) at the conclusion of 
the team building activity.
mental health resources.  USPHS Capt. Fields, Cdr 
Leo Angelo Gumapas, and LCdr Nicole Pascua 
facilitated the activity. 

Philippine Ambassador to the US Jose 
Manuel G. Romualdez expressed appreciation to 
Healthy Mind Initiative for partnering with the Em-
bassy in educating the team about the importance 
of mental health.

Healthy Mind Initiative (HMI) rep-
resentatives Commander Leo Angelo 
Gumapas and Lieutenant Commander 
Nicole Pascua start the initial discus-
sion on promoting mental health and 
wellness among Embassy personnel 
during its team building activity on 18 
December 2018.
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The Nigerian Investment Promotion Commis-
sion (NIPC) said that Nigeria remained most 
viable investment destination in Africa.

Mr. Alfred Okeke, NIPC’s Deputy Director, 
Department of States’ Coordination, spoke in Enugu, 
at the maiden South-East Economic Summit (SEES), 
with the theme: “Repositioning South-East for 
Rapid Economic Development.’’

The summit was organized by the South-
East Governors’ Forum, in conjunction with British 
Department for International Development (DFID), 
Nigeria.

In 2018, Belgium earmarked 170 million euros for 
humanitarian aid. This amount went mainly to 
helping refugees and people in need in their own 

region. The most important contribution went to 
the humanitarian catastrophe in and around Syria. 

An increasing share is going to humanitar-
ian innovation. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Development Cooperation made this announce-
ment on the occasion of International Human 
Solidarity Day.

Alexander De Croo: “As in previous years, 
the Belgian budget for humanitarian aid reached an 
all-time high in 2018. This money goes to hosting of 
refugees in their own region. To manage everything 
properly, we work together with international 
organizations such as the International Red Cross or 
the UNHCR, the UN refugee agency. They know the 
field, can make faster decisions and assist people 
best.”

With more than 25 million euros, the 
conflict in Syria remained the largest recipient of 
Belgian humanitarian aid. 

An amount of 23 million euros was 
allocated to the humanitarian crisis in the DRC. 
Humanitarian assistance in the Sahel region, with 
countries such as Niger, Chad, Nigeria, was allocated 
13.5 million euros.

 Approximately 9 million euros went to 
the much plagued Yemen. Finally, in Libya, where 
migrants risk falling into the hands of smugglers 
and slave traders, 3.2 million euros were provided 
for humanitarian assistance.

Organizations which operate in conflict ar-
eas, such as the International Red Cross Committee 
(ICRC) and the UN Refugee Organization (UNHCR), 
are the largest recipients of Belgian humanitarian 
funds with respectively 23.5 and 20.1 million euros.

As part of the Kingdom’s ongoing efforts to 
promote security and safeguard the region 
from instability, His Excellency Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Adel Al-Jubeir announced that 
Saudi Arabia successfully reached an agreement 
to establish a new regional security entity to 
safeguard the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden after a 
meeting that gathered representatives from seven 
Arab and African countries overlooking the strategic 
water routes. 

The meeting of the Arab and African 
Coastal States of the Red Sea and the Gulf of 
Aden (AARSGA) was held last week in Riyadh, 
and brought together representatives from Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, 
and Jordan. 

The Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir also 
discussed other aspects of cooperation among 
states bordering the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. 
Following the conclusion of the meeting, the 
foreign minister disclosed that the agreement is an 
important step aimed at enhancing security, stabil-
ity, trade and investment in the region. - Source: 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

It was one small step for Thailand and one 
giant leap for the Kingdom’s technology 
ambitions. A Thai university research team 

was celebrating the successful launch of their 
satellite last week – the first orbiter designed 
and built in the Kingdom.

The satellite was launched from 
Vanderberg Air Force Base in California on 
December 3 and is now in orbit. It marks a 
significant advance in the Kingdom’s efforts 
to foster and support innovation, and research 
and development.

While the satellite is small in size at 
less than a foot on each side and weighing 
just 2.2 pounds, it is a huge achievement for 
the team at the King Mongkut University of 
Technology North Bangkok. The SpaceX Falcon 
9 rocket carried the satellite, named KNACKSAT, 
into orbit as part of its payload. KNACKSAT 
stands for King Mongkut University of 
Technology Academic Challenge of Knowledge 
Satellite.

KNACKSAT can communicate with the 
ground-based team by radio waves on amateur 
frequencies and has been fitted with an iPhone 
4 camera. 

KNACKSAT’s objectives are to develop 
a communication system using amateur radio 
frequencies, take images from space, test 
3-axis attitude control algorithms by using 
magnetic torques, verify a deorbit technology 
by a magnetic torque and, confirm the uses of 
commercial off-the-shelf components in space.

“We believe that this project will be a 
leading force to a larger satellite project in the 

Nigeria remains most viable investment destination in Africa

Okeke said that the country was blessed 
with “ very vast abundant agro-allied, gas reserve 
and natural mineral deposits.’’

“As it stands today, our blessed country 
has 84 million hectares of arable land for agricul-
tural cultivation, agro-allied ventures and its value 
chain businesses.

“We have the largest gas reserves in the 
world and 44 exploitable minerals in proven com-
mercial quantities,’’ he said.

Okeke said that Nigeria also had the larg-
est market in Africa with proximity to other West 
African markets as well as land borders with Benin, 
Cameroon, Chad and Niger, with four international 
airports.

He said that the Federal Government was 

already implementing a strategic plan to tackle 
short term macro-economic challenges.

According to him, the country has over 56 
multi-national companies with annual revenue of 
over 500 million dollars and largest cluster of large 
companies in Africa.

Okeke also listed other potentials that 
made the country investors’ destinations:

“Young and skilled workforce with 43 
per cent of the population under 15 years; with 
improved labour productivity and over 1.8 million 
new graduates every year to provide man-power 
needs of emerging and expanding industries and 
businesses.

“Rising consumer spending projected to 
increase by 94 billion dollars in 2025.

“Robust financial markets with seven of 
the top 25 banks in Africa and the second largest 
stock exchange on the continent.

“Investor friendly climate with strong 
appetite to encourage private sector investments by 
the government.

“Generous statutory incentives with 14 
Free Trade Zones,’’ Okeke said.

First Thai-made satellite 
launched from California

near future,” said Prof. Suwat Kuntanapreeda of 
King Mongkut University. “Our students have 
been learning so many things. I would like to 
emphasize that this project is not only to design 
and build a satellite but more importantly, to 
build a Thai team who know how to design and 
build satellites.”

Thailand has had a presence in space 
since 1991 when a private Thai corporation 
launched the country’s first satellite. However, 
that satellite was designed and built overseas 
and purchased by the company. Since then, 
the Thai private sector and government have 
bought and operated nearly a dozen other sat-
ellites mainly for communications and research.

King Mongkut University of Technology 
is considered the leading university in Thailand 
for engineering and most sciences.

Pongsatorn Saisutjarit, who led the 
team at King Mongkut University of Technology, 
began developing the satellite in 2012. In 2015, 
he received funding for it from the National 
Broadcasting and Telecommunication Commis-
sion. - Source: Royal Thai Embassy

Party official reiterates importance 
of cooperation with US

Belgian humanitarian aid 
more than ever focused 

on helping in own region

A senior official of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam (CPV) has reiterated Vietnam’s 
consistent policy of treasuring the friendly 

and cooperative ties with the US based on the 
framework for bilateral relations set up by the two 
sides in recent years.

 Truong Thi Mai, head of the CPV Central 
Committee’s Commission for Mass Mobilisa-
tion, made the affirmation while meeting with 
Congressman Ted Yoho, who is also Chairman of 
the Asia and the Pacific Subcommittee under the 
Foreign Affairs Committee in the US House of Repre-
sentatives, in Washington DC on November 30.  She 
said that both sides should increase trust building 
work to allow bilateral ties to develop in a stable, 
practical and sustainable manner, for the interests 
of the two peoples. 

Yoho said that the US stands ready to 
bolster comprehensive collaboration with Vietnam, 
and it will continue to join hands with the South-
east Asian country to remove bottlenecks in the ties.  

The US attaches importance to Vietnam’s 

Arab and African 
countries establish new 

entity to safeguard 
Red Sea,Gulf of Aden

position and role in the ASEAN and considers the 
country an important partner of the US in the 
region, he added. 

During her stay in the US from November 
29 to December 1, Mai and her entourage had 
meetings with the Deputy Assistant to the Presi-
dent, the White House Communications Director 
and officials from the US Department of State and 
Department of Labour.  She also joined a round-
table discussion about gender equality, women in 
politics, and the Vietnam-US relations with several 
US researchers, and had talks with the President of 
the Communist Party USA. 
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This Christmas 
please remember Hospicio de San 
Jose for your donations to help 
the orphans, the seniors, 
the disabled, and their various 
rehabilitation projects .

Please contact :
Sister Corrie Evidente
Administrator 
Hospicio de San Jose 
Tel No : 632 734 2366
E-mail: mspg.evidente@gmail.com

AN APPEAL FOR SUPPORT 
for The Special Projects Of 

HOSPICIO DE SAN JOSE FOR 2018 “Migration requires global, cooperative alliances: No country 
can address migration on its own – neither in Europe nor 
elsewhere in the world,” High Representative Federica 

Mogherini said.
The International Organization for Migration, a trusted 

partner of the EU, has chosen “Migration With Dignity” as the 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), and U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) has unveiled the Trump Administra-
tion’s Federal Lead Action Plan to Reduce Childhood 
Lead Exposures and Associated Health Impacts 
(Lead Action Plan).

“HUD is delighted to join the other 
members of the Task Force in issuing this cohesive 
Federal Lead Action Plan,” said HUD Secretary Ben 
Carson. “Implementing this plan will help federal 
agencies, along with our state and local partners, 
advance efforts to remediate home health hazards 
and keep children safe from lead poisoning.”

“The Federal Lead Action Plan will en-
hance the Trump Administration’s efforts to identify 
and reduce lead contamination while ensuring 
children impacted by lead exposure are getting 
the support and care they need,” said EPA Acting 
Administrator Andrew Wheeler. “EPA will develop 
an implementation plan by March 2019 that will 
enable us to track our progress and update the 
public as we work to carry out the action plan and 
mitigate childhood lead exposure.”

“The Trump administration’s new Lead 
Action Plan reflects our strong commitment to 
preventing future generations from being affected 
by lead exposure,” said HHS Secretary Alex Azar. 
“We know that lead exposure at a young age can 
result in serious effects on IQ, attention span, and 
academic achievement. We need to continue taking 
action to prevent these harmful effects. Identifying 
lead-exposed children, connecting them with 
appropriate services, and preventing other children 
from being exposed to lead are important public 
health priorities for this administration.”

Secretary Carson, Administrator Wheeler, 

ADDIS ABABA  -- Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has launched today the National Tax Revenue 
Movement that aimed at improving tax collection system of the country. The movement was 
launched under the theme of “Delivering on my Responsibility: Demanding my Rights”. 

Addressing the launching ceremony, which was held at the African Union hall in Addiss 
Ababa, PM Abiy said tax revenue is one of the critical foundations of a country’s civilization and 
development. 

Researchers showed that tax revenues are critical to sustainable development as they are 
providing governments with independent revenue for investing in development, reducing poverty 
and delivering public services. Taxation is one of the most important ways in which developing 
countries like Ethiopia can mobilize their own resources for sustainable development, he said. 

He stated that expansion of infrastructure will create strong and competent private sector 
which in turn create plenty of job opportunities for citizens. So, building strong infrastructure is criti-
cal which supported from tax revenue, the Primer underscored. He urged tax payers to develop an 
enhanced frame of mind on tax payment responsibility through which they demonstrate their love 
of country and family.  The Prime Minister has also called the public to reprimand such appalling 
trends of tax evasion and illicit trading to enhance the current low status of tax collection system. 

ARLINGTON, VA - The U.S. Trade and Development Agency signed a grant supporting the Airports 
Authority of India’s efforts to advance the safety and effectiveness of the National Airspace System. 
The Boeing Company (Seattle, Washington) will carry out the technical assistance, which will create a 

ten-year roadmap to enhance communications, expand existing systems and airspace capacity, and invest in 
navigation and surveillance/air traffic management.

Over the last decade, India’s aviation sector has grown exponentially, with an 18% increase in pas-
sengers from 2016 to 2017. This rapid growth has created congestion for India’s National Airspace System, 
and the project will help reduce congestion and allow India to meet increasing passenger demand.

“USTDA is pleased to partner with AAI and Boeing on improving safety and reducing congestion 
for flights in India,” said USTDA’s Acting Director, Thomas R. Hardy. “At the same time, this project will create 
market access for high quality U.S. exports that can advance India’s aviation goals.”

“India recently celebrated 50 consecutive months of double digit growth which is still continuing,” 
said Chairman, Airports Authority of India, Guruprasad Mohapatra.  “This growth has brought with it the 
challenge of maintaining safe and efficient aircraft operations.  Hence, it was decided to draw a robust road-
map for sustained ANS infrastructure to meet the growth challenges in a planned way.  We have entered 
into a grant agreement with USTDA, under which Boeing will provide the technical knowhow to develop a 
future roadmap for smoother and efficient skies.”

USTDA supports India’s aviation 
sector, while connecting 

US companies to export opportunities

Trump administration unveils federal action 
plan to reduce childhood lead exposure

and Deputy Secretary Hargan released the Lead 
Action Plan in front of a crowd of over 30 dedicated 
career employees from EPA, HHS, and HUD who 
helped develop the plan.

Developed through cross-governmental 
collaboration of the President’s Task Force on 
Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks to 
Children (Task Force), which includes 17 federal 
departments and offices, the Lead Action Plan is a 
blueprint for reducing lead exposure and associated 
harms by working with a range of stakeholders, in-
cluding states, tribes and local communities, along 
with businesses, property owners and parents.

The four goals of the Lead Action Plan are:
•	 Goal	1:	Reduce	Children’s	Exposure	to	

Lead Sources
•	 Goal	2:	Identify	Lead-Exposed	Children	

and Improve their Health Outcomes
•	 Goal	3:	Communicate	More	Effectively	

with Stakeholders
•	 Goal	4:	Support	and	Conduct	Critical	

Research to Inform Efforts to Reduce Lead Exposures 
and Related Health Risks

The Lead Action Plan will help federal 
agencies work strategically and collaboratively to 
reduce exposure to lead and improve children’s 
health. EPA and members of the Task Force will 
continue to engage with and reach out to com-
munity stakeholders such as non-governmental 
organizations.

PM Abiy launches National 
Tax Revenue Movement

EU remains committed to protect migrants’ human rights
theme to mark this year’s International Migrants Day, calling 
on the international community to safeguard the fundamental 
rights of migrants, their security and dignity. The European Union 
“reaffirms its enduring commitment to protect migrants’ human 
rights, to prevent perilous irregular journeys and ensure oppor-
tunities for legal and safe pathways instead”.  Major progress has 
been achieved by the EU and its Member States, delivering on all 
strands of the European Agenda on Migration.

EU operations in the Mediterranean have helped to save 
over 690,000 lives at sea. The successful trilateral cooperation by 
the African Union, the European Union and the United Nations 
has helped over 39,000 people to voluntarily return to their 
homes, with reintegration assistance. And the EU’s Emergency 
Trust Fund continues to play a pivotal role in addressing the root 
causes of irregular migration: more than €4 billion have been 
mobilised for important initiatives on the ground.

The EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and 
Reintegration, launched as a response to the urgent need to save 
and protect lives in December 2016, is supporting over 55,000 
returning migrants with post-arrival reception and reintegration 
support in their countries of origin.

To Request  FREE SUBSCRIPTION of 

Send your Name and Email Address to: 
Radiotvanchor1@gmail.com
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Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, “All the Light 
that We Cannot See” , from the highly 
acclaimed, multiple award-winning 

Anthony Doerr, is the beautiful, stunningly ambi-
tious instant New York Times bestseller about a 
blind French girl and a German boy whose paths 
collide in occupied France as both try to survive 
the devastation of World War II.

Marie-Laure lives with her father in 
Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where 
he works as the master of its thousands of locks. 
When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and 
her father builds a perfect miniature of their 
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch 
and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, 
the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter 
flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where 
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall 
house by the sea. With them they carry what 
might be the museum’s most valuable and 
dangerous jewel.

Books Worth ReadingThe American Red Cross celebrates the birthday 
of its founder, born 197 years ago on Christmas 
Day in Oxford, Massachusetts.

Clarissa Harlowe Barton, Clara, as she 
wished to be called, is one of the most honored 
women in American history. She began teaching 
school at a time when most teachers were men and 
she was among the first women to gain employ-
ment in the federal government.

Barton risked her life to bring supplies and 
support to soldiers in the field during the Civil War. 
She founded the American Red Cross in 1881 at age 
60 and led it for the next 23 years.

Her understanding of the needs of people 
in distress and the ways in which she could provide 
help to them guided her throughout her life. By the 
force of her personal example, she opened paths 
to the new field of volunteer service. Her intense 
devotion to serving others resulted in enough 
achievements to fill several ordinary lifetimes.

During this season of giving and love, the 
American Red Cross remembers the birthday of its 
founder, Clara Barton, “Angel of the Battlefield”. 

*  *  *
About the American Red Cross:
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and 

VISION: The Holy Trinity Poverty Alleviation 
Foundation Vision is expressed in Jesus invi-
tations to the children. “Let the children come 

to me, and do not prevent them…” (Mt. 19:14)
We envisioned a home where the children 

could call their own. A home where unconditional 
love lingers and centered on the Trinity and Mary as 
the focal point of our Spirituality.

MISSION:  One in love in responding to 
every individual’s rights and responsibilities, believ-
ing in the inherent worth and dignity of human 
beings, the protection of integrity of creation, we 
build and care the Triune God’s Kingdom through 
facilities that would cater and promote for the 
holistic development of every child in “Holy Trinity 
Poverty Alleviation Foundation” as children of God.

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL: This is the Holy 
Trinity School Foundation of Tagbilaran City, a 
school committed to the Education of the poor 
Christian children, offering a total human develop-
ment of each child of God… a School enlightened 
by faith and moved by love and real knowledge 
of the truth, gathers all into unity as one family 
in following the modeling of its Patron, the Holy 
Trinity. This is the school whose dreams and vision 
centered on a genuine Christian life, touches every 
person, every relationship and every learning 
experience, “that all may have life in its fullness” in 
the Most Holy Trinity!

CARING FOR ORPHANS: Since 2006 
Poverty Alleviation foundation began adopting 
orphaned children found in different circumstances. 
Some were found abandoned on the streets, hospi-
tals, homes, public restrooms and sadly dumped in 
garbage bins. We are committed to providing each 
orphan a warm and secure environment, filled with 
compassionate and loving atmosphere necessary 
for developing a whole person.

For more information visit the website: 
www.holytrinityfoundations.org

OPPORTUNITY TO HELP
•	Become	a	mission	partner	and	make	a	

personal commitment to give.
•	Your	generous	donations	are	tax	deduct-

ible.
Address: West Poblacion Alburquerque , 

Bohol, Philippines
Phone: 09175741448 / 09207065742 / 

(001) 562-964-6703

‘ALL THE LIGHT THAT WE CANNOT SEE’ 
By Anthony Doerr

In a mining town in Germany, the 
orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, 
enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner 
becomes an expert at building and fixing these 
crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a 
place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a 
special assignment to track the resistance. More 
and more aware of the human cost of his intel-
ligence, Werner travels through the heart of the 
war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story 
and Marie-Laure’s converge.

Doerr’s “stunning sense of physical 
detail and gorgeous metaphors” (San Francisco 
Chronicle) are dazzling. Deftly interweaving the 
lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, he illuminates 
the ways, against all odds, people try to be good 
to one another. Ten years in the writing, a National 
Book Award finalist, All the Light We Cannot See is 
a magnificent, deeply moving novel from a writer 
“whose sentences never fail to thrill” (Los Angeles 
Times).

‘THE CLEAN PLATE’
By Gwyneth Paltrow

Delicious food can heal the body. Reset and 
rebalance with clean recipes that are flex-
ible and easy for busy weeknight meals 

or lunches on the go, and healthy enough for more 
intensive, doctor-supported cleanses. 

Gwyneth Paltrow gets the power of 
simple, quality food. Her recipes focus on delicious 
flavors and clean ingredients—pillars that have 
launched her cookbooks to bestseller status. 

Now she’s back with her most ambitious 
cookbook to date: a collection of 100-plus recipes 
and customizable meal plans that offer taste, 
simplicity, and targeted health benefits. 

This food-lover’s cookbook brings every-
thing to the table—from smoothies and soups to 
bowls, entrées, snacks, and desserts—with the 
ease and flavor that we have come to expect from 
Paltrow and her team at GOOP. 

Highlights include instant staples like 
Turkey Meatball Pho, Sheet Pan Chicken Broccolini, 
and Butternut Squash Tacos, and sweet treats like 
Cashew Turmeric Iced Lattes and Chocolate Chia 
Pudding. 

Beyond the appealing recipes, THE 
CLEAN PLATE has meal plans, detoxes, and 
cleanses to address the reader’s specific needs 
and desired results.  Supported by Paltrow’s 
team of nutrition experts and doctors, the book 
offers specific eating plans focused on:

•	 Adrenal	Support	(with	Dr.	Alejan-
dro Junger)

•	 Heart	Health	(with	Dr.	Steven	
Gundry)

•	 Candida	(with	Dr.	Amy	Myers)
•	 Heavy	Metal	Detox	(with	Dr.	James	

Novak)
•	 Fat	Flush	(with	Dr.	Taz	Bhatia)
•	 Veg-Friendly	Ayurveda	(with	Dr.	

Aruna Viswanathan)
Full of go-to recipes and revitalizing 

health tips, THE CLEAN PLATE is exactly the 
standout cookbook we have been waiting for, 
from the biggest name in clean eating.

Red Cross founder Clara Barton 
was born on Christmas Day

Happy Birthday Clara Barton!

provides emotional support to victims of disasters; 
supplies about 40 percent of the nation’s blood; 
teaches skills that save lives; provides international 
humanitarian aid; and supports military members 
and their families. The Red Cross is a not-for-profit 
organization that depends on volunteers and the 
generosity of the American public to perform 
its mission. For more information, please visit 
redcross.org or cruzrojaamericana.org, or visit us on 
Twitter at @RedCross.

Holy Trinity Poverty Alleviation Foundation
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If you are facing homelessness, these tips can help you prepare for and work through the situation.
If You’re About to Become Homeless:
•	Make	sure	your	state	ID	or	driver’s	license	is	current	and	available.	Shelters	and	assistance	

programs may have strict ID requirements.
•	 If	possible,	store	your	belongings.	Shelters	have	limits	on	how	much	you	may	bring.
•	 Arrange	for	your	mail	to	be	delivered	somewhere	or	rent	a	P.O.	box.
•	 Pack	a	bag	for	yourself	and	each	member	of	your	family.
•	 Keep	important	documents	and	needed	medications	with	you.
To Find Housing:
1. Check to see what shelter and housing and human or social services programs your state 

offers. The types of facilities vary. Research the best options by calling or visiting housing websites to 
determine:

•	 Cost	-	Most	shelters	are	free,	but	some	may	charge	a	small	fee.	Most	facilities	that	provide	resi-
dential drug or alcohol rehabilitation programs charge a fee. Many, however, are low cost, accept Medicaid, 
or operate on a sliding scale based on your income.

•	 Length	of	stay	-	This	can	vary	from	a	couple	of	weeks	to	several	months.
•	 Types	of	services	-	Some	facilities	just	provide	safe	shelter	for	the	night,	while	others	are	

transitional, providing both housing and support services. Support services may include substance abuse 
treatment, psychological assistance, job training, or domestic violence assistance.

2. Apply for more permanent public or subsidized housing. Typically, there are waiting lists for 
public and subsidized housing, so apply as soon as possible.  

The Homestead Job Corps facility – a vacant 
facility not in operation as a Job Corps center 
since August 2015 – was activated to provide 

temporary shelter beds for unaccompanied alien 
children (UAC) cared for by the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) in February 
2018. 

This was a step to ensure that HHS is able 
to meet its responsibility, by law, to provide shelter 
for UAC referred to its care by the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS).  State and local 
community leaders were notified in February 2018 
about the activation of the Homestead Job Corps 
facility.  HHS began to shelter UAC at Homestead 
in March 2018, and presently continues to operate 
it as a temporary influx facility. Previously, HHS 
sheltered UAC at Homestead from June 2016 to 
April 2017 and then placed the facility on reserved 
status. 

Credit reports contain information about your 
bill payment history, loans, current debt, and 
other financial information. They show where 

you work and live and whether you’ve been sued, 
arrested, or filed for bankruptcy. 

Credit reports help lenders decide 
whether or not to extend you credit or approve a 
loan, and determine what interest rate they will 
charge you. Prospective employers, insurers, and 
rental property owners may also look at your credit 
report.

It’s important to check your credit report 
regularly to ensure that your personal information 
and financial accounts are being accurately re-
ported and that no fraudulent accounts have been 
opened in your name. If you find errors on your 

If you want to pay for retirement, college, or a 
home, you may decide to invest your money to 
fund your goals. Before you invest, make sure 

you have answers to all of these questions:
•	 What	type	of	earnings	can	you	expect	

on your investment? Will you get income in the 
form of interest, dividends, or rent?

•	 How	quickly	can	you	get	your	money	
if you need to sell or cash in your investment? 
Stocks, bonds, and shares in mutual funds can usu-
ally be sold at any time, but there is no guarantee 
you’ll get back all the money you invested. Other 
investments, such as certificates of deposit (CDs) or 
IRAs, often limit when you can cash out.

•	 What	can	you	expect	to	earn	on	your	
money? Bonds generally promise a fixed return. 
Earnings on most other securities go up and down 
with market changes. Keep in mind, just because 
an investment has done well in the past doesn’t 
guarantee it will do well in the future.

•	 How	much	risk	is	involved?	With	
any investment, there is always the risk that you 
will not get your money back or the earnings 
promised. There is usually a trade-off between risk 
and reward—the higher the potential return, the 
greater the risk. While the U.S. government backs 
U.S. Treasury securities, it does not protect against 

Unaccompanied alien children sheltered 
at Homestead Job Corps site, Homestead, Florida

The temporary influx shelter established 
at Homestead will be increased from the current 
capacity 1,350 beds to 2,350 beds in increments 
of 250 beginning mid-January of 2019. Since 
opening in March 2018 approximately 4780 UAC 
have been placed at the site and over 3450 have 
been discharged from the facility. As of December 
25, 2018, there were about 1300 UAC, ages 13-17, 
residing at Homestead. Approximately 69 percent 
were male and 31 percent were female. UAC spend, 
on average, 67 days at Homestead. Most are about 
to be released to a suitable sponsor. 

HHS currently operates a network of over 
100 shelter facilities in 17 states and has a proven 
track record of accountability and transparency 
for program operations, as well as being a good 
neighbor in the communities where shelters are 
located. 

Unaccompanied alien children at 

Homestead Temporary Shelter: All UAC placed at the 
Homestead temporary shelter remain under the 
custody of HHS. Care and services for the children 
are provided by non-governmental organizations 
funded by HHS. The UAC do not attend local schools. 
The impact of these shelters on the local com-
munity is minimal. 

Security of the unaccompanied alien 
children: While utilizing space at the Homestead 
Job Corps facility to temporarily shelter UAC, HHS 
assumes full security responsibility for UAC. HHS has 
on-site security 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

The UAC have a youth care worker 
supervision ratio of one adult for every 12 children, 
24 hours a day. This ratio does not include the 
additional security, medical, case management, or 
operations personnel hired by HHS to work with 
the UAC. 

Health of the unaccompanied alien children: 
UAC receive an initial screening for visible and obvi-
ous health issues when they first arrive at Border 
Patrol facilities. Children must be considered “fit 
to travel” before they are moved from the border 
patrol station to an HHS-funded facility. UAC are 
medically screened and vaccinated within 48 hours 
of arriving at a HHS facility. 

WASHINGTON, DC – The U.S. Department of Labor announced the launch of SeasonalJobs.dol.
gov, a mobile-friendly online portal that is designed to help Americans identify and apply 
for open seasonal and temporary jobs. The site is a complete redesign of the Office of Foreign 

Labor Certification’s (OFLC) Public Job Registry, which has served as a repository for seasonal and tem-
porary jobs. In addition to providing more robust and personalized search capabilities that tailor results 
to the geographic location of American job seekers, SeasonalJobs.dol.gov makes it easier to integrate 
employment postings with third-party job search websites. Job notices on SeasonalJobs.dol.gov are 
now indexed for inclusion in the Jobs on Google Search feature, and the Department plans additional 
integration with commonly used job search websites to help Americans find jobs.

The Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division and the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) today signed a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to prevent and 
address workplace harassment in state and local government. The EEOC and the Justice Depart-

ment seek to enhance the effectiveness of the nation’s equal employment opportunity enforcement in 
the state and local government sector to ensure the efficient use of resources and a consistent enforce-
ment strategy. The EEOC has ramped up its role as enforcer, educator, and leader on harassment in the 
workplace, and this MOU enhances those efforts.

EEOC Acting Chair Victoria A. Lipnic and Assistant Attorney General Eric Dreiband signed the 
MOU on Dec. 21 in Washington, D.C. “All Americans are entitled to work with dignity in a place that is 
free of unlawful and discriminatory harassment,” said Assistant Attorney General Eric Dreiband. 

The United Nations has issued the Chinese version of the forty-second edition of Basic Facts 
about the United Nations, marking the publication of the trusted guidebook in all six official 
languages – the others being Arabic, English, French, Russian and Spanish – as a keystone of the 

Organization’s multilingual outreach.  The language editions cover significant developments in the 
world body’s global activities since 2014, including the adoption and launch of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

Basic Facts, published since 1947, serves as the definitive introduction to the United Nations 
and its family of related institutions and agencies.  The other language versions, like their English 
counterpart, are fully indexed and comprise six chapters:  United Nations Charter, structure and sys-
tem; international peace and security; economic and social development; human rights; humanitarian 
action; and international law.  

coast-to-coast U.S. media tour to announce 
his title defense against four-division world 
champion Adrien “The Problem” Broner 
(33-3-1, 24 KOs), from Cincinnati, followed by 
an immediate flight back to Manila where he 
gave a speech to the plenary to further push his 
Senate Bill 1599 seeking to raise the excise tax 
on tobacco products. 

Then it was 14 to 16-hour days divided 
into two-part rigorous training sessions and a 
full work day dedicated to his senatorial duties. 
Once the Philippine Senate session ended on 
December 12, Team Pacquiao returned home to 
General Santos City to focus on training -- with 
one exception -- his 40th birthday celebration.  

He began his birthday celebration 
one day early, as he has traditionally done, by 
donating and handing out 2,000 bags of gro-

Pacquiao returns to US ... from page 1
ceries to residents of Barangay Tinoto in Maasim, 
Sarangani.  

The following day, it was a gala celebra-
tion that filled the KCC Convention Center.  Friends, 
family, celebrities and government dignitaries of 
the highest order, including President Duterte,  
joined together  to wish Manny a happy 40th 
birthday.

But typical of Manny, he was the one who 
was giving the gifts, which included the raffling of 
major prizes, featuring four automobiles, 58 motor-
cycles, and two dozen large screen LED televisions.

 “Life begins at 40,” exclaimed Manny at 
his gala.  “Physically, I still feel like I am 25, but with 
the benefit of the wisdom that comes from the 
added years of my life experience.  I still have a lot I 
want to accomplish as an athlete, a public servant, 
and a father, husband and son.  I look forward to 

adding more chapters to my life story.”    
Now it’s off to Hollywood, California 

and his second home, Wild Card Boxing Club,  
where Manny will endure the most intensive 
part of his training in preparation for his title 
defense against Broner.  Holidays are work 
days for this training camp, which began on 
Christmas Eve.  Manny and his team have 
taken a vow to leave no stone unturned as they 
prepare for the battle with Broner.

The Pacquiao vs. Broner world champi-
onship event will take place Saturday, January 
19 at the MGM Grand Garden Arena.  

Pacquiao vs. Broner and its co-main 
event fights will be produced and distributed 
live by SHOWTIME PPV® and presented by 
Premier Boxing Champions beginning at 9 p.m. 
ET / 6 p.m. PT.

Things to consider before you invest

loss on any other investments.
•	 Are	your	investments	diversified?	

Putting your money in a variety of investment 
options--diversifying--can reduce your risk. Some 
investments perform better than others in certain 
situations. For example, when interest rates go up, 
bond prices tend to go down. One industry may 
struggle while another prospers.

•	 Are	there	any	tax	advantages	to	a	
particular investment? U.S. savings bonds are 
exempt from state and local taxes. Municipal 
bonds are exempt from federal income tax and, 
sometimes, state income tax as well. Tax-deferred 
investments for special goals, such as paying for 
college and retirement, let you postpone or even 
avoid paying income taxes.

RALEIGH, N.C.—Robert J. Higdon Jr., United States Attorney for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina, announced that a federal grand jury in Raleigh has returned an indictment charging 
Sarah Jane Brinson, age 34, from Clinton, North Carolina, with aiding and abetting visa fraud 

and false statements in immigration proceedings. The indictment alleged that Brinson, a licensed 
attorney and notary public in North Carolina, prepared and submitted on behalf of a client immigra-
tion applications containing false statements. As alleged in the charging document, her client was a 
citizen of Guatemala who retained Brinson under his real name but was utilizing an assumed name to 
illegally work in the United States. The indictment additionally alleges that, while Brinson knew her 
client’s real name, she notarized the client’s signature under the assumed identity and represented 
him in Wayne County District Court on several traffic matters.

Help for the Homeless

How important is your Credit Report
credit report, take steps to have them corrected.

Free Credit Reports
You are entitled to a free credit report 

from each of the three credit reporting agencies 
(Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion) once every 
12 months. You can request all three reports at 
once, or space them out throughout the year. 
Learn about other situations in which you can 
request a free credit report. 

Request your free credit report: 
Online: Visit AnnualCreditReport.com
By Phone: Call 1-877-322-8228. Deaf 

and hard of hearing consumers can access the 
TTY service by calling 711 and referring the 
Relay Operator to 1-800-821-7232.

News Briefs
US Dept. of Labor announces mobile-friendly portal 

to make it easier for Americans to apply for jobs

Justice Department, EEOC sign MOU to prevent 
and address harassment of employees in state , local govts

Organization releases Chinese-language edition 
of latest ‘Basic Facts About the United Nations’

N. Carolina attorney indicted for aiding, abetting visa fraud 
and false statements in immigration proceedings

The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 
(LAHSA) has announced the opening of the 
2018-2019 Winter Shelter Program for adults 

ages 18 and over who are experiencing homeless-
ness. In addition to temporary emergency shelter, 
showers, and meals, each program location pro-
vides access to supportive services and housing as-
sistance. The program runs from December 1, 2018 
through March 31, 2019 between 5:00pm through 
7:00am (times may vary) . Please be aware, some 
locations do not allow walk-ins, individuals must 
call for accommodations.

For more information please call the 
Winter Shelter Hotline at 1-800-548-6047 available 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week or visit the LAHSA 
website at www.lahsa.org.

LAHSA’s Winter Shelter 
Program reopens 

for those experiencing 
homelessness
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Ricky Lacorte is a professional Host, Singer, DJ and Motivational speaker. He recently competed in the World Championship of Public Speaking 2018 in 
Chicago where he placed in the top 10 out of over 33,000 contestants. His motivation wasn’t to win the acclaimed title because his goal is to share his 
story when he was a gang member, bully and headed down a dark path with law enforcement. He was expected to end up in jail or in a casket BUT one 

sentence of encouragement from a band teacher turned his life around and led him to his true calling... music.
Ricky went from gang member to band member to choir member to Host / DJ to Americas got talent contestant to World Champion of Public Speak-

ing Competitor. Ricky utilized Toastmasters as his stage to further his message to a larger audience and his hope is that you realize your power of influence 
and offer your one sentence of encouragement to change someones life.

The 10th edition of the Tourism Investment 
and Business Forum for Africa (INVESTOUR), 
organized jointly by the UNWTO, FITUR and 

Casa Africa will take place on 24 January 2019 at the 
International TourismTrade Fair (FITUR), in Madrid, 
Spain. 

A forum through which we aim to 
stimulate sustainable tourism development, attract 
investment and nurture entrepreneurship in Africa. 

The event is organized in two sessions: 
1. The Round Table session, centered 

around the following topics:
Session 1: Safe and seamless travel in 

Africa: fostering resilience and risk management in 
the tourism sector

Session 2: Embracing Digital Transforma-
tion, Innovation and Promoting Niche Tourism  
products

2. Business-to-business (B2B) meetings 
Session: 

Through this platform, we aim to support 
African project leaders in the realization of sustain-
able touristic projects by connecting them with 
international investors. 

LANTERN ART
January 2 - 6, 2019, Arcadia, CA 

Take a one-mile walk through a wonderland of “exotic animals, shimmering flowers, 
whimsical pandas, soaring dragons...” at the Moonlight Forest with food for sale at Los Angeles 
County Arboretum & Botanic Garden. Closed Mondays & Tuesdays. No pets or bikes.

FILM FESTIVAL IN THE DESERT
January 3 - 14, 2019, Palm Springs, CA

Despite its distance from L.A., the Palm Springs International Film Festival is one of the 
largest and most respected film festivals in North America, with a glamorous gala, an opening 
night reception, parties, dinners, and a large number of international films.

DISNEY ON ICE
January 4 & 6, 2019, Anaheim, CA

Disney on Ice: Dare to Dream features familiar Disney characters on skates (Moana, 
Anna, Elsa, Rapunzel, Cinderella, Belle, the Beast, Mickey Mouse, and more) at Long Beach 
Arena.

YOGA EXPO
January 5, 2019, Pasadena, CA

The Yoga Expo is a full-day of 50 classes and workshops by local yoga teachers for 
beginners to experts at Pasadena Convention Center, with music and a food court. Children 12 
and younger are free.

LEGO CONVENTION
January 5 - 6, 2019, Pasadena, CA

Bricks L.A. is a convention for fans of LEGO. Buy a ticket to see their amazing creations 
and make your own at Pasadena Convention Center.

REPTILE SHOW
January 5 - 6, 2019, Pomona, CA 

See frogs, turtles, snakes, geckos, and other exotic creatures at the Reptile Super Show, 
with educational tables and vendors in the Fairplex. Held in Jan. & Aug.

WIZARD OF OZ MUSICAL
January 5 - 13, 2019, Redondo Beach, CA

Dorothy and her dog Toto fly over the rainbow to a magical kingdom filled with 
munchkins, witches, flying monkeys, wizards, and timeless songs in The Wizard of Oz live at 
Redondo Beach Performing Arts Center.

NEW YEAR’S RACE
January 6, 2019, Downtown Los Angeles, CA

Celebrate the new year by joining the 10K or 5K New Year’s Race, which has music, food 
trucks, and a beer garden at Grand Park.

JAPANESE FAMILY FESTIVAL
January 6, 2019, Downtown Los Angeles, CA 

Ring in the “year of the boar” at Oshogatsu Family Festival. Make dog-themed crafts, 
taste food, watch a lion dance, hear live music, see candy sculpting, and tour the Japanese 
American National Museum. Free.

RESTAURANT WEEK IN SANTA MONICA
January 7 - 13, 2019, Santa Monica, CA

Santa Monica Restaurant Week has a theme ingredient each year, and dozens of 
participating restaurants create dishes that include the ingredient.

FREE DAY AT THE TAR PITS
January 8, 2019, Mid-Wilshire, Los Angeles, CA

Register online for up to eight free tickets during Tar Pits Free First Tuesdays to see all 
the exhibits and fossils at the La Brea Tar Pits & Museum. Free.

GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS
January 13, 2019, Beverly Hills, CA

The Golden Globe Awards honor the best in film and American television for the previ-
ous year at The Beverly Hilton. Variety lists the week’s lavish parties.

International superstar Céline Dion has announced that more than 15 years 
after the premiere of her first critically-acclaimed Las Vegas residency, her 
second production Celine at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace will come to 

an end on June 8, 2019.  Don’t miss out, as she takes the stage for a powerful 
set featuring all her greatest hits and surprising covers ranging from Journey 
to Janis Ian, Céline Dion’s Colosseum show is once more the talk of Las Vegas 
entertainment aficionados. 

Before her debut at Caesars Palace, Céline Dion won five GRAMMY 
Awards, including Album of the Year and Best Pop Album for Falling Into You 
(1996), and Record of the Year and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance for 

Turns out that “coupling” doesn’t just mean 
“pairing” in the traditional sense, but is also a 
catchphrase when it comes to finances. As we 

head into wedding season, it’s especially relevant. 
Because as much as you may think no two people 
have ever been more in love than you are, the truth 
is that it could be less than smooth sailing ahead 
if you’re not on the same page when it comes to 
financial matters.

“Couples have a very hard time talking 
about money,” Joan Atwood, a Hofstra Univer-
sity professor of marriage and family therapy, 
bemoaned on an NPR “Money Coach” segment on 
the issue. “I would say it’s the last taboo.”

Ricky Lacorte: A Champion Motivational Speaker
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COUPLING FINANCES

10th edition of 
INVESTOUR 
to take place 
in Madrid

Celine at The Colosseum

“My Heart Will Go On” (1998).  Her recordings have won two Academy Awards®: Best Original Song in 1992 
for the title song of Beauty and the Beast (with Peabo Bryson), and in 1998 for “My Heart Will Go On” (From 
Titanic). She has earned seven American Music Awards, 20 Juno Awards (Canada) and an astonishing 40 
Felix Awards (Quebec).

Directed by longtime GRAMMY Awards producer Ken Ehrlich and featuring 31 musicians in a full 
orchestra and band, Céline Dion’s new Las Vegas show is set to stunning backdrop visuals custom designed 
for The Colosseum. Don’t miss Céline Dion in Las Vegas at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace Las Vegas. Visit 
celineinvegas.com for additional information on this unforgettable Las Vegas show.
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