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Attorney General James Investigating 
Instagram’s Impact on Young People

CDC tightens testing requirement for 
international travel to the US to one day

Former Sen. Bob Dole celebrated 
at World War II Memorial Service

FOR UNTO US
A Child is Born

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL!

Christmas is here complete with 
beautifully decorated Christmas trees and 
bright lights, crowded stores with shoppers 
buying gifts and stacks of food to prepare for 
family gatherings on Christmas Day!  As we 
celebrate the season, let us also remember 
that the True Reason for the season is the 
Lord Jesus Christ , who came to fulfill His 
plan to become the sacrificial substitute 
on the Cross of Calvary to pay our debt of 
sin!  Sin can fill our hearts and souls with 
unrest, guilt, depression, and confusion.   But 
the God of Love gave the gift of Himself in 
the person of the Son, Jesus Christ , the 
“Emmanu-el” or “God with us”,   to set us 
free - if we put our trust and faith in Him and 
follow Him as the only Savior and Lord!  

At this time of celebrating, there are 
people who are suffering from the loss of 
loved ones, sickness, financial difficulties and 
loneliness.  God’s faithful promise is - He will 
never leave us nor forsake us (Joshua 1:5) 
and He is the Almighty God who is ABLE to 
Heal, Forgive, and Give us Peace and Hope!  
This Christmas , let us open our hearts to 
the True Reason for the Season and let the 
Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, reign in our 
lives.  “For God so loved the world that He 
GAVE His only begotten Son that whoever 
believes in Him will not perish but have 
everlasting life..” (John 3:16) 

This Christmas, we thank you dear 
Father, for giving us your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who came to die on the Easter Cross to give 
us eternal Hope and Peace in You.  JOY TO 
THE WORLD, THE LORD HAS COME!!!

Former Republican Senator Bob 
Dole was honored in a public tribute at 
his beloved World War II Memorial on the 
National Mall Friday, December 10 shortly 
before his body was to head to his home 
state of Kansas. 

 Bob Dole, byname of Robert Joseph 
Dole, (born July 22, 1923, Russell, 
Kansas, U.S.—died December 5, 2021, 
Washington, D.C.), American politician 
who served in the U.S. Senate (1969–96) 
and who was the Republican Party’s 
nominee for president in 1996 but lost to 
Bill Clinton .

Dole was born into a working-class 
family and left the University of Kansas 
to serve in the army during World War 
II. He became a second lieutenant and 
was seriously wounded during fighting in 
Italy. His recuperation from almost total 
paralysis took nearly four years, and, 
despite three major operations, he was left 
without the use of his right arm and hand. 
He returned to school and graduated with 
a law degree from Washburn Municipal 
University in Topeka, Kansas .

From 1951 to 1953 Dole was a 
Republican member of the Kansas state 
legislature, and he thereafter served four 
terms as the Russell county prosecuting 
attorney. From 1961 to 1969 he was a 
Republican member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives. He was first elected 
to the U.S. Senate in 1968 and was 
reelected repeatedly thereafter. He also 
served (1971–73) as chairman of the 
Republican National Committee under 
Pres. Richard M. Nixon . 

In 1984 Dole, who was known as a 
pragmatic conservative, became leader 
of his party in the Senate, and he twice 
served as majority leader (1984–86; 
1994–96). He was selected by Pres. 
Gerald R. Ford as the vice presidential 

“JOY TO THE WORLD”
From Christmas Tree 

to the Easter Cross

On December 2, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) is revising the current Global Testing Order 
to shorten the timeline for required testing for all international 
air travelers to one day before departure to the United States. 
This revision strengthens already robust protocols in place for 
international travel, including requirements for foreign travelers to 
be fully vaccinated.  

As we learn more about the Omicron variant, this new one-
day testing policy will help to protect travelers and the health and 
safety of American communities from COVID-19. These Orders 
put in place a stringent and consistent global international travel 
policy that is guided by public health.

Beginning December 6, all air travelers, regardless of 

citizenship or vaccination status, will be required to show a 
negative pre-departure COVID-19 viral test taken the day before 
they board their flight to the United States. For example, a 
passenger whose flight to the United States is at any time on a 
Sunday would need to have a negative test taken at any time on 
Saturday.  CDC continues to recommend that all travelers get a 
COVID-19 viral test 3-5 days after arrival, and that unvaccinated 
travelers should quarantine for 7 days after travel.

Both the U.S. Government and the airline industry are 
committed to making this process as seamless as possible for the 
traveling public. These travel requirements will be effective for air 
travel to the United States from any foreign country departing at 
or after 12:01AM ET on December 6, 2021. 

NEW YORK – New York Attorney General 
Letitia James recently announced that she and 
a coalition of attorneys general from around the 
nation are investigating Meta Platforms, Inc. — 
formerly known as Facebook — for providing and 
promoting the social media platform Instagram to 
children and young adults despite knowing that 
such use is associated with physical and mental 
health harms. 

The coalition of attorneys general are 
examining whether the company violated state 
consumer protection laws and put the public at risk.

“Doesn’t make a difference if you call it 
Instagram, Facebook, or Meta, the fact still 
remains the same: These social media platforms 

are extremely dangerous and have been proven 
to cause both physical and mental harm in young 
people,” said Attorney General James. 

“Time and again, Mark Zuckerberg and the 
companies he run have put profits over safety, but 
our investigation seeks to end that behavior. Our 
coalition will not hesitate to take whatever action 
is necessary to protect children and young adults 
from the harms Instagram and other social media 
platforms risk to so many.” 

The investigation targets, among other things, 
the techniques utilized by Meta to increase the 
frequency and duration of engagement by young 
users and the resulting harms caused by such 
extended engagement. 

The announcement follows recent reports 
revealing that Meta’s own internal research shows 
that using Instagram is associated with increased 
risks of physical and mental health harms on young 
people, including depression, eating disorders, and 
even suicide. 

Attorney General James has long been 
concerned about the negative impacts of social 
media platforms on New York’s youngest residents. 

In May, as part of a bipartisan coalition of 44 
attorneys general, Attorney General James urged 
Facebook to abandon its plans to launch a version 
of Instagram for children under the age of 13. 

By EVERLITA RIVERA- DAVID
(internationally acclaimed opera singer, 
stage and recording artist & Christian 

missionary choir director)

US Senate: Robert J. Dole (Senate.gov)

candidate in the 1976 election, and after 
their defeat he unsuccessfully sought the 
Republican presidential nomination in 
1980 and 1988. After finally clinching his 
party’s nomination for president in March 
1996, he retired from the Senate in June 
to devote himself wholly to the campaign, 
naming former congressman Jack Kemp 
as his running mate. Dole was defeated 
in November when Pres. Bill Clinton won 
election to a second term .

After leaving public office, Dole 
worked for a law firm in Washington, D.C., 
but he frequently appeared on television 
as a political commentator. His numerous 
honours include the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom(1997). In 2005 he published the 
memoir One Soldier’s Story. His second 
wife, Elizabeth Hanford Dole, whom he 
married in 1975, also held a number of 
influential U.S. governmental posts. - 
Britannica.com

NewsBriefs
$400 Million in funding 

proposals
ORLANDO, Fla. – Governor Ron 

DeSantis announced $400 million in 
new funding proposals to increase 
the salaries of Florida’s state law 
enforcement officers, correctional 
officers, and state special risk 
firefighters, and to provide $1,000 
bonuses for first responders, including 
law enforcement officers, paramedics, 
emergency medical technicians 
(EMTs), and firefighters across the 
state for the second year in a row. 
Organizations urged to be 

vigilant vs cyberthreat
WASHINGTON - The 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency (CISA) and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
issued a cybersecurity reminder 
for public and private sector 
organizations to remain vigilant and 

take appropriate precautions to reduce 
their risk to ransomware and other 
cyberattacks leading up to and during the 
holiday season. 

This advisory is based on 
observations on the timing of high impact 
ransomware attacks that have occurred 
previously rather than a reaction to 
specific threat reporting. 

DHS Alerts: Caller ID 
Spoofing Scam 

Please be aware that the DC 
Department of Human Services (DHS) 
main office number (202-671-4200) is 
being used as part of a “caller ID spoofing” 
scam and scammers are identifying 
themselves as DHS’ employees. If you 
answer, they use scam scripts to try to 
steal your money or valuable personal 
information, which can be used in 
fraudulent activity.

DHS would not threaten or pressure 
individuals to share financial information. 

Justice Department Settles 
with Microsoft to Resolve 

Immigration-Related 
Discrimination Claims
The Department of Justice today 

announced it has reached a settlement 
agreement with Microsoft Corporation 
resolving allegations that the company 
discriminated against non-U.S. citizens 
based on their citizenship status 
during the early stages of Microsoft’s 
hiring process by asking them for 
unnecessary, specific immigration 
documents to prove they could work 
for the company without needing 
its sponsorship for work visas. The 
settlement also resolves claims that 
the company discriminated against 
lawful permanent residents whom the 
company asked for more or different 
documents than legally required, to 
reverify their continuing permission to 
work in the United States.
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U.S. Senator Richard Shelby 
(R-Alabama) has released a statement 
on the death of former U.S. Senator and 
Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole, 
who died at 98.

The following statement is attributed to Governor Laura Kelly regarding 
the passing of Senator Bob Dole: 

“I was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Bob Dole this morning. 
Senator Dole was many things  — a war hero, a father, a husband, a public 
servant; and to Kansans, a man who embodied everything good and decent 
about Kansas and about America. 

“In public office, Senator Dole was always a voice for Kansas. However, 
his work in the Senate also had a profound impact on all Americans. Most 
notably, his efforts to protect Social Security in 1983 and to ensure passage 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990, which transformed the lives of 
those living with a disability. 

“Senator Dole’s legacy goes far beyond the walls of Congress. He was a 
larger-than-life presence in our nation’s politics and demonstrated a decency, 
a humility, and a civility that should serve as a model for those of us in public 
life. 

“My thoughts are with his wife, Elizabeth, his family and all those who 
loved Bob Dole.”

Everlita Rivera (David) started singing 
in her teens when she was picked to play 
the role of the slave princess, Tuptim, in the 
Broadway play, “The King and I” presented 
by the U.P. Conservatory of Music. She then 
went on to become one of the stars of the TV 
musical show, “AAWITAN KITA”,  recorded 
several albums of Filipino kundimans for Villar 

ABOUT WSF
WSF has performed over 9,000 

free surgeries since October 1997. We 
have improved health care in many 
third-world countries, including Ecuador, 
Ethiopia, Haiti, Honduras, India, Nigeria, 
the Philippines, and Thailand.

Volunteer surgeons from multiple 
specialties, nurses, and support staff 
make these surgical camps possible. 
They provide life-changing surgeries 
and education to medical staff during 
each trip.

We provide education and 
donate medical equipment, supplies, 
and medicine around the world. Your 
donations make all this possible. Funds 
are continually needed to purchase and 
ship desperately needed equipment, 
supplies, and medicine across the 
globe.

WHAT WE DO:
• Hold surgical camps in needy 

world communities several times each 
year.

• Perform 125 to 200 free surgeries 
during each 5 to 10-day surgical camp.

• Donate medical equipment, 
supplies, and pharmaceuticals to these 
impoverished areas.

• Train physicians and nurses in 
their communities.

• Adopt hospitals around the world.
Adopt-a-Hospital
WSF can continue health care in 

places long after our teams go home. 
Adoption means providing hospital 
beds, medical equipment, and supplies. 
We also send surgical mission teams to 
care for patients and train local doctors 
and nurses.

THE DIFFERENCE
WSF promotes sustainable patient 

care and medical self-reliance by 
teaching local physicians and medical 
professionals surgical techniques and 
showing them how to use donated 
equipment and supplies. 

When Hunter Connell’s California hometown burned in a 
2017 wildfire, she committed herself to helping to mitigate the 
climate crisis.

Connell and other U.S. innovators are using the 
technology of artificial intelligence to address the negative 
effects of climate change.

An environmental engineer, Connell founded Terrafuse AI 
— a climate change forecasting startup — to develop the tools 
needed to understand wildfire risk.

”A human brain alone cannot understand all these 
forces,” she told Reuters.

Terrafuse AI joins a growing U.S. climate technology 
movement. Software developers are turning to artificial 
intelligence to help solve some of the Earth’s top climate 
problems, from saving land from the ravages of wildfires to 
conserving the ocean’s habitats.

Better understanding weather conditions can help 
planners prepare for and prevent the next big wildfire, 
a growing risk in times of long-term drought and rising 
temperatures.

In late October, Connell’s company released its first free, 
publicly available tool, Wildfire AI. Using artificial intelligence, 
the site analyzes temperature, wind speeds and ground 

U.S. Senator Richard Shelby releases 
statement on death of Bob Dole 

Senator Bob Dole

“I am very saddened to learn of the passing of Bob Dole, who left an 
indelible impact on our nation. He was a close friend and mentor to me in the 
Senate.

“A decorated World War II veteran, former Senate Majority Leader, 
Republican vice presidential nominee, and Republican presidential nominee 
– Bob served our country with honor. He was a bastion of conservative 
principles for more than a generation.

“I am confident his legacy will live on well past his time. My wife, Annette, 
and I send our deepest condolences to his wife, Elizabeth, and their family.”

— From the Office of U.S. Senator Richard Shelby

Governor Kelly’s statement 
on passing of Senator Dole

U.S. innovators use AI to protect 
land and ocean habitats

Climate change threatens popular recreation areas such as 
Mount Davidson in San Francisco. AI can help. (© Marcio 
Jose Sanchez/AP Images

By  NOELANI KIRSCHNER

dryness to create a wildfire risk score for any location in 
California.

The company hopes to expand Wildfire AI’s reach 
outside the state and “to embed climate risk, informed by 
artificial intelligence, into decision-making everywhere,” the 
company’s website says.  - ShareAmerica 

Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller made 
two essential discoveries in the early 
20th century about Alzheimer’s disease, 
a brain disorder that slowly destroys 
memory and thinking skills. He’s also 
believed to be the first African American 
psychiatrist in the United States.

Today, scientists know that 
Alzheimer’s disease — a form of 
dementia that affects approximately 44 
million people around the globe — is 
characterized by the loss of neurons 
and synapses in the brain.

But over a century ago, 
psychiatrists and neurologists believed 
it was a form of insanity, a broad term 
used then to refer to mental illness. 
Fuller’s research changed that.

Born in Liberia, Fuller earned 
his medical degree from the Boston 
University School of Medicine. He 
studied pathology — the science of 
disease — and joined the faculty as an 
instructor.

A few years later, Fuller was 
chosen to research neurology at the 
Royal Psychiatric Hospital in Munich 
with Alois Alzheimer.

 Under Alzheimer’s supervision, 
Fuller began his studies on both the 
neuroscience and pathology of the 

WORLD SURGICAL FOUNDATION-PHILIPPINES

THE WORLD SURGICAL 
FOUNDATION MISSION

WSF is committed to providing 
charitable surgical health care to 
the world’s poor and underserved in 
developing nations regardless of race, 
color, religion, or creed.

WSF Philippines had taken 
over Our Lady  of Peace Hospital in 
Paranaque. They have converted it 
into a Surgical Hospital for the poor. 

They will also start a Surgical Training 
Program from different Medical Schools 
including UST. We need funding for this 
endeavor. Thank you and God Bless. 

DONATE
Send your tax deductible donation 

to: WSF, P. O. Box 1006, Camp Hill, 
Pennsylvania 17001 or go to our 
website: worldsurgicalfoundation.org/
donate 

EVERLITA RIVERA 
(DAVID)

Records,  and was given rave reviews by international music critics when she 
sang as the soloist for the Baranggay International Dance Company in one of 
their world tours.  

Everlita  continued further music studies in the United States and 
received a Bachelors degree in Music from the University of Hawaii and 
a Masters degree in Voice Performance from the University of Southern 
California receiving “Outstanding Performer Awards”  from both schools. She 
was chosen the soloist for USC’s  100th Year Celebration Gala Symphony 
Concert, and was a finalist to the Metropolitan Opera Pan-Pacific Auditions 
and later moved to Europe where she sang the lead role in “Madame Butterfly” 
with the Compagnia d’Opera Italiana di Milano, performing in 14 cities in 
Germany, Austria and Netherlands and received standing ovations and 
published rave reviews from European critics. 

Later, she continued her career as a soloist for symphony orchestras in 
the Los Angeles and the South Bay area and soon married David David, a 
Christian businessman and Bible teacher, who led her to a deeper walk with 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  She founded the “Gospel Philippines Chorale” which 
traveled and sang in Europe, Asia and the Philippines to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ.  She has also recorded 2 CDs, “ How Great Thou Art” (a 
collection of beautiful hymns) and  “ Aria” (a collection of her favorite soprano 
arias). Currently she continues to sing Gospel concerts on Zoom to bring 
people to Christ and share His love to many. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!1800 733 2767

The African American psychiatrist who 
made landmark Alzheimer’s discoveries

BY  NOELANI KIRSCHNER

Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller works in his 
lab. (Courtesy of the New York Public 
Library)

disease. 
When he returned to the United 

States, Fuller continued studying the 
pathology of Alzheimer’s disease 
at the Westborough Hospital in 
Massachusetts, where he made two 
discoveries.

Fuller found that patients who had 
the disease exhibited two key brain 
abnormalities — miliary plaques and 
neurofibrillary tangles, both of which 
are now understood to be hallmark 
indicators of Alzheimer’s disease.

Not only did Fuller write about 
the neurofibrillary tangles five months 
before Alzheimer, he also paved the 
way for neurologists in the United States 
and abroad to understand the disease 
as a physical — not mental — affliction.-
ShareAmerica
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS MEDIA
An Exclusive Interview by AWEE ABAYARI WITH FRANCISCO M. RODRÍGUEZ  MARTIN

For more of the interview: 
www.youtube.com/AweeAbayari • www.youtube.com/AANewsMedia

•  Ingeniero de Montes, Diplomado en Ordenación del Territorio por la Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
•  Curso de Planificación y Manejo de Áreas Naturales (National Parks Service, Department of the Interior. U.S.A.) 

•  Jefe de Servicio de Parques Nacionales del Instituto Nacional para la Conservación de la Naturaleza (ICONA)
• Director de las empresas ESPACIOS NATURALES, S.A., y ASERCON S.L.,

• Jefe de Unidad de Medio Ambiente. Ministerio de Defensa

“Se llama cambio climático a la variación global del clima de la Tierra”
“El cambio climático nos afecta a todos “

“ El cambio climático no es un fenómeno sólo ambiental sino de profundas consecuencias 
económicas y sociales”

“El impacto potencial es enorme, con predicciones de falta de agua potable, grandes cambios 
en las condiciones para la producción de alimentos y un aumento en los índices de mortalidad 

debido a inundaciones, tormentas, sequías y olas de calor.”
“Los gobiernos son las principales entidades para la lucha contra el cambio climático”

“ ….    no tenemos un programa global de intereses comunes que permita trabajar todos en el 
mismo sentido…en vez de los intereses particulares de cada grupo, país, empresa.”

“Es imprescindible el incremento en políticas y programas de educación básica para los ciudada-
nos que les permitan conozca y respetar las normas fundamentales de la convivencia en un ambi-
ente ético de respeto mutuo y con el entorno ambiental como hogar en el que tenemos que vivir”

FRANCISCO RODRÍGUEZ MARTIN 

AWEE ABAYARI: WHAT IS CLIMATE CHANGE AND HOW DOES IT AFFECT OUR WORLD TODAY ? 
FRANCISCO M. RODRÍGUEZ: Se llama cambio climático a la variación global del clima de la Tierra. 

Esta variación se debe a causas naturales y a la acción del hombre y se produce sobre todos los parámetros 
climáticos: temperatura, precipitaciones, nubosidad, etc., a muy diversas escalas de tiempo.

En la actualidad existe un consenso científico, casi generalizado, en torno a la idea de que nuestro 
modo de producción y consumo energético está generando una alteración climática global, que provocará, 
a su vez, serios impactos tanto sobre la tierra como sobre los sistemas socioeconómicos.

Ya en el año 2001 el Tercer Informe de Evaluación del Grupo Intergubernamental de Expertos sobre 
Cambio Climático (IPCC) señalaba que se están acumulando numerosas evidencias de la existencia del 
cambio climático y de los impactos que de él se derivan. En promedio, la temperatura ha aumentado 
aproximadamente 0,6°C en el siglo XX. El nivel del mar ha crecido de 10 a 12 centímetros y los investiga-
dores consideran que esto se debe a la expansión de océanos, cada vez más calientes. 

El cambio climático nos afecta a todos. El impacto potencial es enorme, con predicciones de falta de 
agua potable, grandes cambios en las condiciones para la producción de alimentos y un aumento en los 
índices de mortalidad debido a inundaciones, tormentas, sequías y olas de calor. El Informe de Síntesis con-
firma que “el cambio climático se constata en todo el mundo y que el calentamiento del sistema climático 
es inequívoco. Desde la década de 1950, muchos de los cambios observados no han tenido precedentes 
en los últimos decenios a milenios y los impactos del cambio climático ya se han sentido en los últimos 
decenios en todos los continentes y océanos”.

Dicho Informe de Síntesis señala que “para limitar realmente los riesgos del cambio climático, es 
necesario reducir de forma sustancial y sostenida las emisiones de gases de efecto invernadero. Y en la 
medida en que la mitigación reduce la tasa y la magnitud del calentamiento, también dilata el tiempo de 
que disponemos para la adaptación a un nivel determinado del cambio climático, potencialmente en varios 
decenios”.

 
AWEE ABAYARI: IS CLIMATE CHANGE A SERIOUS PROBLEM AND HOW MUCH TIME DO WE HAVE  TO 

STOP IT ? 
FRANCISCO M. RODRÍGUEZ: El Informe de Síntesis del Quinto Informe de Evaluación del IPCC, pub-

licado en noviembre de 2014, concluye que “la influencia humana en el sistema climático es clara y va en 
aumento, y sus impactos se observan en todos los continentes. Si no se le pone freno, el cambio climático 
hará que aumente la probabilidad de impactos graves, generalizados e irreversibles en las personas y los 
ecosistemas. Sin embargo, existen opciones para la adaptación al cambio climático, y con actividades de 
mitigación rigurosas se puede conseguir que los impactos del cambio climático permanezcan en un nivel 
controlable, creando un futuro más claro y sostenible”.

En consecuencia, aunque existen incertidumbres que no permiten cuantificar con la suficiente pre-
cisión los cambios del clima previstos, la información validada hasta ahora es suficiente para tomar medidas 
de forma inmediata, de acuerdo al denominado “Principio de precaución” al que hace referencia el artículo 
3 de la Convención Marco sobre Cambio Climático.

 
AWEE ABAYARI : IS CLIMATE CHANGE CAUSED BY PEOPLE? 
FRANCISCO M. RODRÍGUEZ: Las personas no son las únicas causantes del cambio climático. Hay 

otros factores naturales que lo provocan como son los incendios, la erosión, los volcanes, procesos naturales 
de combustión, etc., pero sí es cierto que nuestro tipo de vida y de economía basado en la utilización de 
la energía de los combustibles fósiles ocasiona un grave impacto en el clima. También hay que tener en 
cuenta que no son todas las sociedades ni todos los ciudadanos los causantes por igual. Los países pobres 
tienen que contemplar la indiferencia de los países ricos, que provocan la inmensa mayoría de las emis-
iones de dióxido de carbono, e imponen restricciones a los países pobres que necesitan las energías más 

baratas para el sustento de su propia economía, a veces de subsistencia. 
El cambio climático no es un fenómeno sólo ambiental sino de profundas consecuencias económicas 

y sociales. Los países más pobres, que están peor preparados para enfrentar cambios rápidos, serán los que 
sufrirán las peores consecuencias. El Informe de Síntesis de 2014 sostiene con claridad que “muchos ries-
gos son particularmente problemáticos para los países menos adelantados y las comunidades vulnerables, 
dada su limitada capacidad para afrontarlos. Las personas marginadas en los ámbitos social, económico, 
cultural, político, institucional u otro son especialmente vulnerables al cambio climático”.

 
AWEE ABAYARI : WHAT CAN GOVERNMENTS DO TO HELP SOLVE THE CRISIS OF CLIMATE CHANGE / 

GLOBAL WARMING?
FRANCISCO  M. RODRÍGUEZ: Los gobiernos son las principales entidades para la lucha contra 

el cambio climático. Los ciudadanos tardan en concienciarse y si no existe una normativa de obligado 
cumplimiento, los ciudadanos y empresas no tiene capacidad suficiente para atajar el cambio climático. 

 En este sentido los gobiernos y otras entidades se organizan y se reúnen de manera periódica, entre 
otras manifestaciones, en las COP (Conferencia de las Partes) para aunar opiniones, esfuerzos y generar 
normativa. La de Paris en 2015, fue una de las más esperanzadoras.  

El Acuerdo de París, aprobado en 2015, aspiraba a reforzar la respuesta mundial a la amenaza del 
cambio climático manteniendo el aumento global de la temperatura durante este siglo muy por debajo de 
2 grados Celsius con respecto a los niveles preindustriales. El acuerdo también aspiraba a reforzar la capaci-
dad de los países para lidiar con los efectos del cambio climático mediante flujos financieros apropiados, un 
nuevo marco tecnológico y un marco de desarrollo de la capacidad mejorado.

La pandemia y otras circunstancias no han facilitado las cosas en estos años y la COP 26 celebrada 
en Glasgow (Reino Unido), del 31 de octubre al 12 de noviembre de 2021 ha tenido lugar en un contexto 
marcado por los impactos de la pandemia en todo el mundo y tras dos años sin poder organizar reuniones 
presenciales en el ámbito multilateral. 

AWEE ABAYARI: AS AN ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER , HOW WOULD YOU EVALUATE THE PRESENT 
SITUATION OF CLIMATE CHANGE ?  

FRANCISCO M. RODRÍGUEZ:  Los principales problemas no son los ambientales, ni los económicos 
ni los políticos, ni los sociales…los principales problemas provienen de la deficitaria educación de los 
ciudadanos del planeta que deriva en los enormes, gravísimos y sorprendentes, por su inconsciencia, 
problemas de todo tipo que el `propio ser humano ha provocado y sigue provocando.

 
AWEE ABAYARI : HOW MANY YEARS DO YOU THINK WOULD IT TAKE TO MAKE A POSITIVE DEVELOP-

MENT IN THIS SERIOUS GLOBAL CONCERN? 
FRANCISCO M . RODRÍGUEZ : Difícil respuesta, porque no tenemos un programa global de intereses 

comunes que permita trabajar todos en el mismo sentido…en vez de los intereses particulares de cada 
grupo, país, empresa, …

  
AWEE ABAYARI: YOUR MESSAGE TO THE WORLD. 
FRANCISCO M. RODRÍGUEZ: Es imprescindible el incremento en políticas y programas de educación 

básica para los ciudadanos que les permitan conozca y respetar las normas fundamentales de la conviven-
cia en un ambiente ético de respeto mutuo y con el entorno ambiental como hogar en el que tenemos que 
vivir.

AWEE ABAYARI:  Thank you very much !  

PART 1

Climate change, poverty, and inequality are the defining issues of 
our age. Tackling climate change will require major social, economic and 
technological changes, many of which are costly and will require large 
investments. Did you know….

1.  The World Bank Group is the biggest multilateral funder of cli-
mate investments in developing countries. And we intend to go further 
in helping countries reduce poverty and rise to the challenges of climate 
change.

2. Between 2016 and 2021, the World Bank Group delivered over 
$109 billion in climate finance, including a record $26 billion in FY21.

3. Under the World Bank Group’s Climate Change Action Plan 
(CCAP), we have committed to provide $25 billion on average in annual 
financing between FY21-25, for initiatives that lower GHG emissions and 
foster adaptation, while reducing poverty and inequality and improving 
development outcomes.

4. Under the CCAP, the Bank Group committed to increase our 
climate finance target to 35% of total commitments over the next five 
years, align our financing flows with the goals of the Paris Agreement, 
and achieve results that integrate climate and development.

10 Things You Didn’t Know About the World Bank Group’s Work on Climate Change 

5.  The World Bank Group has been ramping up its finance for 
renewable energy for several years. In fiscal year 2021, the World Bank 
(IBRD/IDA) did zero new fossil fuel financing. The World Bank Group 
stopped investing in upstream oil and gas in 2019.

6.  From 2016 to 2020, the Bank financed 34 gigawatts of renew-

able energy to help communities, businesses and economies thrive.
7.  In 2020, the World Bank Group accounted for over half of all 

multilateral climate finance to developing countries and over two-thirds 
of adaptation finance.

8.  World Bank analysis finds that climate change may push over 
130 million into poverty by 2030 and cause over 200 million people to 
migrate within their own countries by 2050. The World Bank boosted 
climate adaptation support from 40% of climate finance in 2016 to 52% 
in 2020.

9.  We are supporting communities around the world to make the 
transition away from coal, including through decommissioning coal 
plants and supporting workers to make the shift to new clean jobs.

10. The World Bank Group has not made any coal investments for 
over a decade.

To achieve our climate objectives, it will be critical to integrate cli-
mate and development objectives and continue to identify and finance 
projects at the country level that tackle mitigation and adaptation while 
channeling appropriate sources and structures of financing toward these 
projects for maximum impact.  -- World Bank 

Photo Credit: Shutterstock

First Row L to R: Valle del Lozoya, Madrid. FMR/ Pico de la Maliciosa, Sierra de Guadarrama. 
FRM/ Mar Cantábrico en Santander FMR/  (Second Row L to R): Valle de Liébana. FuenteDé. Cor-
dillera Cantábrica. FMR/ Volcán de La Palma Autor desconocido/ Bahía de Santander FMR/
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The World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) of the United Nations calls 
out against the introduction of blanket 
restrictions on travel, as witnessed in 
recent days. 

This call echoes the concerns 
raised by UNWTO Members during the 
24th UNWTO General Assembly (30 
November–3 December). Countries from 
all global regions expressed their solidarity 
with Southern African states, calling for the 
immediate lifting of travel bans imposed 
on specific countries and for freedom of 
international travel to be upheld. 

UNWTO takes note of the recent 
declarations of the United Nations 
Secretary-General and the Director 
General of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) regarding the unfairness and 
ineffectiveness of blanket travel in respect 
to the countries of Southern Africa.

MANILA—The U.S. government, through the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID), 
established a five-year, Php800-million ($16 million) 
grant facility to help civil society organizations implement 
biodiversity conservation, wildlife protection, natural resource 
management, and local climate actions in the Philippines. 

The environmental conservation fund will be launched 
through the new Investing in Sustainability and Partnerships 
for Inclusive Growth and Regenerative Ecosystems 
(INSPIRE) project. 

The project will promote natural resource conservation, 
and ecosystem and community resilience, by supporting 
civil society organizations in advocating for, and participating 
in, good natural resource governance.  In addition, the 
project will support media organizations covering key 
natural resource governance issues, and it will help local 
communities better manage natural resources and mitigate 
the impacts of climate change. 

The European Commission and the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy recently launched Global Gateway, the new European Strategy to boost 
smart, clean and secure links in digital, energy and transport and strengthen health, 
education and research systems across the world. 

It stands for sustainable and trusted connections that work for people and 
the planet, to tackle the most pressing global challenges, from climate change and 
protecting the environment, to improving health security and boosting competitiveness 
and global supply chains.

Philippine Embassy officials at the World War II 
Memorial for the Pearl Harbor 80th Anniversary Com-
memoration in Washington D.C. on 7 December 2021.

Embassy officials take part in the Pearl Harbor 80th 
Anniversary Commemoration at the World War II Memorial

(Back L-R) Col. Arthur Romanillos, Jr., Actress and 
Singer Mary Millben, Col. Wilson Joseph Lopez, 
Deputy Chief of Mission Jaime Ramon Ascalon, Jr.,  
Col. Amado Dela Paz; (Front L-R) American WWII 
Veterans who served in the Philippines, Mr. Robert 
Turner, Jr. and Mr. Benjamin Mendoza.

The U.S. Departments of the 
Interior, Education and Health and Human 
Services launched a new interagency 
initiative today to preserve, protect, and 
promote the rights and freedom of Native 
Americans to use, practice, and develop 
Native languages.

The announcement was made 
as part of the 2021 White House Tribal 
Nations Summit, which brings government 
officials and leaders from federally 
recognized Tribes together to discuss 
ways the federal government can invest in 
and continue to strengthen the nation-
to-nation relationship and ensure that 
progress in Indian Country endures for 
years to come.

The three agencies joined five others 
in signing a memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) to further the Native American 
Languages Act of 1990 by establishing 

Multi-agency initiative launched to protect 
and preserve native languages

new goals and programs that support 
the protection and preservation of Native 
languages spoken by federally recognized 
American Indian and Alaska Native Tribes, 
Native Hawaiians, and other Native 
American groups in the United States. 
The MOA reaffirms the establishment 
of an annual national summit on Native 
languages, which took place on November 
18-19, 2021.

“The cornerstone of any culture or 
community is its language. Languages 
are where oral histories are passed 
down, knowledge is shared, and bonds 
are formed. As part of our commitment to 
strengthening and supporting Indigenous 
communities, the Interior Department is 
resolute in its efforts to ensuring Native 
languages are preserved and protected,” 
said Secretary of the Interior Deb 
Haaland. 

UNWTO calls against 
blanket travel restrictions

Restrictions ineffective and 
discriminatory

UNWTO has once again reminded 
countries that the imposition of blanket 
restrictions on travel is discriminatory, 
ineffective and contrary to WHO 
recommendations. Blanket restrictions 
may also stigmatize countries or whole 
regions.  

During the UNWTO General 
Assembly, Members States and partners, 
including voices from international 
organizations and across the private 
sector, echoed WHO’s advice that travel 
restrictions should only be imposed as a 
very last resort in response to changing 
circumstances. 

Furthermore, it was stressed that 
if restrictions are introduced, they must 
be proportionate, transparent, and 
scientifically based. 

U.S. establishes Php800-million environmental conservation 
fund for civil society organizations in the Philippines

USAID is pleased to support the Philippines’ efforts to 
conserve the country’s rich biodiversity and mitigate 
the impacts of climate change while making sure that 
the environment continues to benefit many Filipinos 
whose incomes depend upon these natural resources.

WASHINGTON – The Justice 
Department announced the 
successful forfeiture of two large 
caches of Iranian arms, including 
171 surface-to-air missiles and 
eight anti-tank missiles, as well as 
approximately 1.1 million barrels of 
Iranian petroleum products. 

The U.S. Navy seized the 
weapons from two vessels in the 
Arabian Sea while conducting 
routine maritime security operations. 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC), a designated foreign 
terrorist organization, orchestrated 
the arms shipments, which were 
destined for Houthi militants in 
Yemen. 

The U.S. government similarly 
seized the Iranian petroleum 
products from four foreign-flagged 
tankers in or around the Arabian 
Sea while en route to Venezuela. 
These actions represent the 
government’s largest-ever 
forfeitures of fuel and weapons 
shipments from Iran. 

Global Gateway: Up to €300 billion for the EU’s strategy 
to boost sustainable links around the world U.S. SEIZES, 

FORFEITS IRANIAN 
TERROR GROUP’S 

MISSILES

DONATE
1800 728 7825
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INM Book Choice
MISSION POSSIBLE

Go Create a Life that Counts (Signed Book)

SACRAMENTO – Governor Gavin 
Newsom and First Partner Jennifer Siebel 
Newsom recently visited Strapping, a 
Sacramento gift shop, and encouraged 
Californians to shop local for the holidays.

“California’s small businesses are the 
backbone of our economy, creating over 
two-thirds of our jobs and supporting our 
nation-leading recovery,” said Newsom 
and First Partner Siebel Newsom, who 
visited Strapping, a woman, LGBTQ+ and 
disabled-owned Sacramento business. 
“This holiday season, we ask that 
everyone support the small businesses 
at the heart of our diverse and vibrant 
neighborhoods and spread holiday joy 
throughout their communities by shopping 
for gifts locally.” ••• Spiritual Moments •••

How easily does Omicron spread? 
The Omicron variant likely will spread more easily than 

the original SARS-CoV-2 virus and how easily Omicron 
spreads compared to Delta remains unknown. CDC expects 
that anyone with Omicron infection can spread the virus to 
others, even if they are vaccinated or don’t have symptoms.

Will Omicron cause more severe illness? 
More data are needed to know if Omicron infections, and 

especially reinfections and breakthrough infections in people 
who are fully vaccinated, cause more severe illness or death 
than infection with other variants.

Will vaccines work against Omicron? 
Current vaccines are expected to protect against severe 

Three in five Americans say they 
eat dinner out at least once a week, and 
as you’ve probably noticed, restaurant 
portions have gotten a lot bigger. Unless 
you have a plan in place, that can be a 

Prepare your home to keep out 
the cold with insulation, caulking and 
weather stripping. Learn how to keep 
pipes from freezing. Install and test smoke 
alarms and carbon monoxide detectors 
with battery backups. Gather supplies in 
case you need to stay home for several 
days without power. Keep in mind 
each person’s specific needs, including 
medication. 

Remember the needs of your pets. 
Have extra batteries for radios and 
flashlights. If you are unable to afford your 
heating costs, weatherization or energy-
related home repairs, contact the Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

Preparing for winter weather

(LIHEAP) for help.
In Case of Emergency

Be prepared for winter weather at 
home, at work and in your car. Create an 
emergency supply kit for your car. Include 
jumper cables, sand, a flashlight, warm 
clothes, blankets, bottled water and non-

perishable snacks. Keep a full tank of gas.
Stay Safe During Winter Weather

Avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. 
Only use generators and grills outdoors 
and away from windows. Never heat your 
home with a gas stovetop or oven.  

• Stay off roads if at all possible. 
If trapped in your car, then stay inside.

• Limit your time outside. If you 
need to go outside, then wear layers of 
warm clothing. Watch for signs of frostbite 
and hypothermia.

• Reduce the risk of a heart 
attack by avoiding overexertion when 
shoveling snow and walking in the snow. - 
Ready.gov

What We Know About Omicron
INFECTION AND SPREAD

illness, hospitalizations, and deaths due to infection with the 
Omicron variant. 

However, breakthrough infections in people who are 
fully vaccinated are likely to occur. With other variants, like 
Delta, vaccines have remained effective at preventing severe 
illness, hospitalizations, and death. The recent emergence of 
Omicron further emphasizes the importance of vaccination and 
boosters.

Will treatments work against Omicron? 
Scientists are working to determine how well existing 

treatments for COVID-19 work. Based on the changed genetic 
make-up of Omicron, some treatments are likely to remain 
effective while others may be less effective. - CDC 

Cooking Safely
• Keep an eye on food when cooking.

Holiday Travel
• Be weather wise, know the weather 

forecast during your travel
• Learn the weather/climate risks risk 

for the area you are travel to and know 
what to do before, during and after such 
events

• Stay off the road during and after a 
winter storm.

• During the winter keep the proper 
emergency winter road tools in the truck 
of your automobile such as an ice scraper, 
shovel, gloves, blanket, emergency flares 
or reflectors, rock salt, first aid kit, extra 
windshield washer, etc.

Holiday Decorating
•  Turn off holiday lights at night or 

when you leave the house.
•  Keep candles away from 

flammable materials.

OBSERVING SAFETY DURING THE HOLIDAYS

• Keep your Christmas Tree watered, 
don’t let your holiday tree dry out.

Holiday Shopping
• Shop securely online over the 

holidays.
• Make a communications plan 

with your family and friends while you’re 
together during the holidays.

Source: Ready.gov

Governor Newsom, First Partner Siebel Newsom 
urge Californians to shop local for the holidays

Governor Gavin Newsom and First 
Partner Jennifer Siebel Newsom

Eating fruit provides health 
benefits — people who eat more 
fruits and vegetables as part of 
an overall healthy diet are likely to 
have a reduced risk of some chronic 
diseases. Fruits provide nutrients 
vital for health and maintenance of 
your body.- Myplate.gov

recipe for  regular overeating . 
Here are some tips:

Plan Ahead
•   Decide what you’re going to order 

before you go so you don’t feel rushed or 
tempted by less healthy choices.

•    If your meal will be later than 
normal, have a snack that contains fiber 
and protein—a small handful of nuts is a 
great choice—before you go out to avoid 
getting too hungry. Then cut back by that 
amount when you eat your meal.

Start Smart
•   Drink a big glass of water as soon 

as you sit down. It’s been shown to help 
you eat less.

•   Skip the chips and salsa or bread 
that comes to your table before you order. 
Better yet, ask your server to remove 
them.

Order Wisely
•   Choose baked, steamed, grilled, 

or broiled instead of fried, breaded, crispy, 
or creamy to reduce fat and calories.

•   Ask for veggies instead of fries or 
other high-calorie side dishes.

•   Avoid items that seem healthy 
but aren’t, such as salads loaded with 
dressing, cheese, croutons, and bacon.

•   Avoid added sugar—don’t order 
dishes that have BBQ, glazed, sticky, 
honey, or teriyaki in their name.

•  Order sauces, salad dressing, and 
spreads on the side and use sparingly. Try 
dipping your fork in the dressing before 
taking each bite to enjoy the flavor for 
fewer calories.

Share and Savor
•  Share your main dish or eat half 

and wrap up the rest for later.
•  Enjoy the occasional sweet treat 

(minus the guilt) by cutting back on carbs 
during your meal, and get a dessert to 
share with the table. You won’t miss out—
the first few bites are usually the tastiest.  
-- Nutrition.gov

NUTRITION NOTES

Choose baked, steamed, grilled, or 
broiled instead of fried, breaded, 
crispy, or creamy to reduce fat and 
calories.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT 
TO EAT FRUIT?

What You Need to Know Before 
Getting Started

Weight loss can be achieved 
either by eating fewer calories or by 
burning more calories with physical 
activity, preferably both. A healthy 
weight loss program consists of:

• A reasonable, realistic weight 
loss goal

• A reduced calorie, 
nutritionally-balanced eating plan

• Regular physical activity
• A behavior change plan to 

help you stay on track with your 
goals

Keep in Mind
•  Calories count
•  Portions count
•  Nutrition counts
•  Even a small amount of 

weight loss can lead to big health 
benefits

•  Strive to develop good habits 
to last a lifetime

• Discuss weight loss with 
your doctor before getting started

Source: Nutrition.gov

Interested in 
Losing Weight?

The New York Times bestselling 
author and athlete challenges you to 
find your mission and pursue a bolder, 
brighter, more fulfilling life.

Tim Tebow believes that the secret 
to a truly meaningful life is not more 
comfort or ease, but a clear mission. 
More than the absence of challenges, 
having a clear sense of your unique, 
God-given significance will bring you 
a lasting sense of purpose. That’s why 
Mission Possible will help you:

• Identify your priorities
• Align your responsibilities
• Elevate convictions over 

emotions
• Make decisive, impactful choices
• Fuel your drive and passion
• Set your sights on eternity
Far more dangerous than 

resistance or roadblocks is living 
with a mission impossible mindfset. 
Statistically speaking, those with 
a stronger sense of mission and 
purpose live longer, richer, happier 
lives—regardless of their particular 
circumstances.

by  TIM TEBOW

Let this book ignite a new 
spark in your life. Wherever you are, 
whatever your work, you can not only 
find God’s purpose for your life, but 
accomplish a mission that you have 
already been called to and equipped 
for. It’s never too early or too late to 
start living a mission-possible life.
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Real Estate News

DRIVING TIPS

St. Paul’s Thanksgiving Day Service  

Winter Driving Tips

Should I order reports from all 
three credit bureaus at the same 
time?

You can order free reports at 
the same time, or you can stagger 
your requests throughout the 
year. Some financial advisors say 
staggering your requests during a 
12-month period may be a good way 
to keep an eye on the accuracy and 
completeness of the information in 
your reports. 

Because each credit bureau 
gets its information from different 
sources, the information in your 
report from one credit bureau 
may not reflect all, or the same, 
information in your reports from the 
other two credit bureaus. - FTC

How can I buy a HUD home?
Answer: Read our section on how to buy a HUD home. Then look at the 

listings of HUD homes available. If you find a home that interests you, you’ll need 
to contact a HUD-approved real estate broker (most brokers are HUD-approved), 
who can submit a bid for you. Successful bids are posted right on the page for 
your state.

For more information, you may also contact our FHA Resource Center by 
email at answers@hud.gov or by phone at (800) CALLFHA.

How can I get listings of HUD homes for sale?
Answer: You can see lists of HUD homes for sale right on our web page. In 

addition, we link to listings of homes being sold by other federal agencies. You can 
even get directions to the properties that interest you, see their locations on a map, 
and find out what schools are in the area.

Will HUD buy my house? Can I sell my home to HUD?
Answer: No. HUD does not buy homes. The homes that HUD sells come into 

HUD’s possession as a result of defaults on FHA (HUD) insured mortgages.
Read our section on selling your home. It offers basic information that is good 

to know when selling your home. 
Source: Department of Housing 

The warning couldn’t be blunter: “Any time someone asks you 
to solve a problem using gift cards, it’s a scam.”

So say consumer fraud experts as we head into the holiday 
season -- an especially popular time for scammers who love 
tricking people into buying gift cards as step one of their own 
nefarious schemes. And once they’ve wormed the PIN number on 
the back of those cards from their victims, well … as the Federal 
Trade Commission notes, “they can get quick cash while staying 
anonymous.”

How much cash? More than $429 million since 2018, according 
to the latest FTC figures. And just to show you how trendy these con 
artists can be, some are now selling the cards for Bitcoin on online 
exchanges instead of just, say, auctioning them off the old-fashioned 
way on normal websites.

Here are some common scenarios to be on the alert for:
The Email from Your “Boss” Scam. Either by hacking into 

their account or using a spoofed email address, the fraudster asks for 
your urgent help with something job-related. You’re told the supposed 
vendor needs to immediately be paid in gift cards and that you’ll 
naturally be reimbursed for buying them -- except, of course, you 
won’t be.

The Government Imposter Scam. Whether it’s the IRS, the 
Social Security Administration or some other agency, according to a 
report by the Better Business Bureau, “they claim the consumer has 
done something illegal, and must either pay a ‘fine’ with a gift card or 
move their money temporarily to a ‘safe’ account by purchasing gift 
cards.”

The Romance Scam. Silver-tongued devils find their prey 
on online dating sites and social media, and COVID-19 made 
for the perfect excuse as to why -- as much as they really, really 
“love” their new-found marks -- they couldn’t meet in person. Often 

Severe weather can be both 
frightening and dangerous for travelers. 
Winter storms, bad weather and sloppy 
road conditions are a factor in nearly half 
a million crashes and more than 2,000 
road deaths every winter, according to 
research by the AAA Foundation for 
Traffic Safety. Drivers should know the 
safety rules for dealing with winter road 
emergencies. 

AAA recommends the following tips 
while driving in snowy and icy conditions:

Cold Weather Driving Tips
• Keep a bundle of cold-weather 

gear in your car, such as extra food and 
water, warm clothing, a flashlight, a glass 
scraper, blankets, medications, and more.

• Make certain your tires are 
properly inflated and have plenty of tread.

• Keep at least half a tank of fuel 
in your vehicle at all times.

• Never warm up a vehicle in an 
enclosed area, such as a garage.

• Do not use cruise control when 
driving on any slippery surface, such as 
on ice and snow.

Spotting, and thwarting, the latest gift card scams

impersonating soldiers, they’ll tell you the military doesn’t pay 
great, so could you please send gift cards to have their car, 
say, fixed.

The one possible surprise? It was those aged 20 to 
29 -- not the elderly -- that saw the most striking increase in 
reported romance scams in 2020.

 The Tech Support Scam. Those pop-up messages 
warning that there’s a serious problem on your computer can 
be alarming. But as Grounds says, “they’re asking you to pay 
for services you don’t need to fix a problem that doesn’t exist.”

ScamSpotter.org’s new campaign uses a series of 
hyperbolic videos to raise awareness about the latest scams 
just in time for the holidays. Using the platform’s “three golden 
rules,” sharing what you’ve learned with loved ones, and 
taking their online quiz to test your own street smarts can help 
keep yourself and your bank account safe.

• Did you pay with a credit card or debit card?
Contact the company or bank that issued the credit card or debit card. Tell them it 

was a fraudulent charge. Ask them to reverse the transaction and give you your money 
back.

• Did a scammer make an unauthorized transfer from your bank account?
Contact your bank and tell them it was an unauthorized debit or withdrawal. Ask 

them to reverse the transaction and give you your money back.

• Did you pay with a gift card?
Contact the company that issued the gift card. Tell them it was used in a scam and 

ask if they can refund your money. Keep the gift card itself, and the gift card receipt.
Source: FTC

WHAT TO DO IF YOU WERE SCAMMED
If You Paid a Scammer

“Wisdom is knowing what to do next, skill is knowing how 
to do it, and virtue is doing it.” --David Star Jordan

HOW TO MONITOR 
YOUR CREDIT REPORT

The Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), in consultation with 
the Department of State (DOS), has 
announced the lists of countries whose 
nationals are eligible to participate in 
the H-2A and H-2B visa programs in the 
next year. The noticelisting the eligible 
countries will be published in the Federal 
Register on Nov. 10, 2021.

For the next year, the secretary of 
homeland security, with the concurrence 
of the secretary of state, has decided to:

• Add Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
the Republic of Cyprus, the Dominican 
Republic (currently only eligible for the 
H-2A program), Haiti, Mauritius, and 
Saint Lucia to the list of countries eligible 
to participate in the H-2A and H-2B 
programs; and

• No longer designate Moldova 
as an eligible country for the H-2A visa 
program because it no longer meets the 
regulatory standards for that program. 
However, Moldova’s eligibility for the H-2A 
program remains effective until Jan. 18, 
2022.

DHS maintains its authority to add 
countries to the eligible countries lists at 
any time, and to decide not to redesignate 
any country at the end of the one-year 

CARSON CITY, NV – Nevada Attorney General Aaron D. Ford warns Nevadans to 
be on alert this holiday season for phishing scams — emails or text messages designed 
to trick consumers into giving away their personal information.

“Scammers adapt quickly to send out electronic messages that are designed to 
look like they are from a trusted source: your credit card company, an online store or 
a social networking website,” said AG Ford. “These cleverly worded emails and texts 
are designed to trick you into revealing your personal information so that the scammer 
can gain access to your email, bank or other accounts. As the holiday season ramps up 
and people are shopping for gifts, you can protect yourself by knowing the signs of a 
potential phishing scam.”

Phishing messages may look almost identical to legitimate messages from 
businesses, which makes them even harder to spot. Often, the message contains 
statements designed to entice you to click on a link to take action. For example, the 
message may say that you must confirm your payment information or recent transaction, 
say you are eligible for a refund, make an offer for free stuff or claim suspicious activity 
occurred on your account.

Phishing emails and messages look like they are from a company you know and 
trust. They may even use the company’s logo and header. They often use colors that are 
similar to those that a legitimate company would use.

DHS announces countries eligible 
for H-2A and H-2B visa programs

period following the date of publication 
of a country’s last designation in the 
Federal Register, should DHS and DOS 
determine that a country fails to meet the 
requirements for continued designation. 
Examples of factors that could result in the 
exclusion of a country or the removal of a 
country from the list include fraud, abuse, 
denial rates, overstay rates, human 
trafficking concerns, and other forms 
of noncompliance with the terms and 
conditions of the H-2 visa programs by 
nationals of that country that are contrary 
to U.S. interest.

The H-2A and H-2B visa programs 
allow U.S. employers to bring foreign 
nationals to the United States to fill 
temporary agricultural and nonagricultural 
jobs, respectively. Typically, USCIS 
approves H-2A and H-2B petitions only for 
nationals of countries that the secretary 
of homeland security has designated as 
eligible to participate in the programs. 
However, USCIS may approve H-2A and 
H-2B petitions, including those that were 
pending as of the date of the Federal 
Register notice, for nationals of countries 
not on the list on a case-by-case basis 
only if doing so is determined to be in the 
interest of the United States.

HUD HOMES

Tips on spotting phishing scams
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Rosemarie Mejia
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•  Top Producer
•  Top Listing Agent 
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            in Real Estate
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           Results
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•  Successful Real Estate Investor 
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What’s Happening?

Carnegie Hall’s PlayUSA 
program supports community partner 
organizations across the country, 
helping to ensure equitable access 
to instrumental music education 
programs for K–12 students. Learn 
about Community MusicWorks, one of 
our current partners, which evolved its 
teaching practices while providing a 
meaningful environment for community 
and learning. Applications for PlayUSA’s 
2022–2023 granting period are now 
open. Visit https://www.carnegiehall.org/

For its first major in-person event since the pandemic, Kalayaan 
Incorporated hosted a successful induction and farewell party on 
Sunday, December 5, 2021, at the Great Wolf Lodge in Garden 
Grove, California.

Congratulations to the newly inducted 2022 officers: Victoria 
“Vicky” Perez De Leon, President/ Chair; Erlinda Granada-Sabah, 
President-Elect/ Vice Chair; Lynda P. Joco, Secretary; Marie 
Florentina Navarro, Assistant Secretary; Susana de Guzman, 
Treasurer; Marilou Perez, Assistant Treasurer; Raul Purificacion, 
Auditor; Redy Babasa-Thompson, Assistant Auditor; and Ethel G. 
Rubio and Rosalie Caratao are this year’s Press Relations Officers 
(PRO). The Regular Board this year includes incumbent Directors: 
Lolita Frialde Bandong, Arnold Bejasa, Archerie Calunod, Christine 
Consunji, Rachel Gaston, Peter Ramirez and Bituin Villanueva as 
well as newly elected Directors: Moises “Jun” Aglipay, Rene Galano, 
Aida Jugo and Paul Mirador.

Philippine Consul General Edgardo B. Badajos graced the 
event as the Inducting Officer and also wowed all attendees with his 
golden voice after delivering his inspirational message.

The Ex-Officios/ Past Chairs complete the 2022 Board of 
Directors—Monchito G. Mandap (2004), Lucy Babaran (2005), 
Bobby Reyes (2006), Lydia F. Soriano (2007), Noel Omega (2008), 
Gil Mislang † (2010), Antero L. Pagunsan (2012), Teresita Emperador 
(2013), Joveno de la Vega (2014), Zenaida P. Sabocor (2015), Josie 
E. De Jesus (2016), Susan Dilkes (2018), Annie Cuevas-Lim (2019), 
Lydia Solis (2020). 

In the three years that she has served at her post here in Los 
Angeles, Philippine Consulate General (PCG) Cultural Officer Dolor 
Sales shared how the Filipino community were very understanding 
during the lockdown and responsive to the call to actions from the 
the Consulate during the farewell tribute in her honor.\Leadership 
representatives from the Jose P. Rizal Monument Movement 
(JPRMM), Philippine Disaster Relief Organization (PeDRO) and 
Kalayaan Incorporated provided endearing testimonials before giving 
a memento to PCG Cultural Officer Sales.

Kalayaan Incorporated welcomes the 2022 officers 
& regular board and says farwell to PCG Cultural Officer Dolor Sales

(Photo Credit: Ren Arrieta)
The he 124th Anniversary of the Proclamation of 

Philippine Independence to all Filipino organizations in 
Southern California will be held on Saturday, June 11, 2022. 
Please mark your calendar

Kalayaan Incorporated is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.

WEEKENDS WITH ADELE, an exclusive residency in The Colosseum of 
Las Vegas’ famed Caesars Palace Hotel beginning Friday January 21, 2022. The 
global superstar will perform two shows each weekend through Saturday April 
16, 2022.  This residency announcement comes on the heels of Adele recently 
releasing her fourth studio album 30 on Columbia Records. The album is being 
heralded by fans and critics alike as Adele’s boldest and most ambitious album 
yet. 

LAS VEGAS – Michael Bublé, the multi-platinum, multi-Grammy winning artist, 
has announced he will headline a limited engagement at the Las Vegas Strip’s newest 
integrated resort, Resorts World Las Vegas, beginning April 27, 2022. The six-show run 
is produced by AEG Presents.

 The exclusive Las Vegas shows will give Michael Bublé fans an extraordinary 
opportunity to experience the incomparable performer up-close-and-personal in the 
intimate setting of the new 5,000-capacity, state-of-the-art Resorts World Theatre. The 
spectacular production will feature the Grammy-award winning singer’s timeless hits 
accompanied by a full orchestra and unmatched audio and video technology for an only-
in-Vegas, unforgettable night with Michael Bublé.

“As everyone knows, I always love playing Vegas, but I know performing at the 
new Resorts World Theatre will bring my shows to a whole new level. I can’t wait,” 
commented Bublé.

MADRID, 
Spain—With tourism 
promotion among 
local communities 
bearing fruit, a local 
suburb bagged the 
Best Tourism Village 
Award from the United 
Nations World Tourism 
Organization. 

Tourism Secretary 
Berna Romulo-
Puyat expressed 
her elation with the 
latest development, 
recognizing the 
“remarkable work” of 
the local community 
in Bojo through the 

DONATE: 1800 627 4556

International superstar Michael Bublé announces exclusive 
Las Vegas limited engagement at Resorts World Theatre

Carnegie Hall’s PlayUSA

Brgy. Bojo in Aloguinsan, Cebu bags 
UNWTO best tourism village award

Bojo River Cruise, Aloguinsan, 2019 by Erwin Lim

LOS ANGELES, CA – The Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
has announced feature films eligible 
for consideration in the Animated 
Feature Film, Documentary Feature and 
International Feature Film categories for 
the 94th Academy Awards®.  

Eligibility lists by category 
can be viewed at Oscars.
org/94thFeatureEligibility.  Complete 94th 
Academy Awards rules can be found at 
Oscars.org/rules.  

Bojo Aloguinsan Ecotourism Association 
or BAETAS and the strong support of the 
municipality of Aloguinsan. 

Tourism Officer-in-Charge-
Undersecretary Verna Buensuceso and 
Philippine Ambassador to Spain Philippe 
Jones Lhuiller received the award in 
Madrid on December 2 (Thursday) on 
behalf of the Philippines. 

The UNWTO’s pilot initiative 
recognized 44 villages from 32 countries 
that stood out for their natural and 
cultural resources as well as for their 
innovative and transformative actions 

and commitment to tourism development 
in line with the sustainable development 
goals or SDG. 

Bojo is famous for its river, hills, 
underwater natural resources, mangroves, 
birds and responsible locals with the 
Bojo River Eco-Cultural Tour as its main 
tourism activity--managed by the BAETAS. 

BAETAS provides an eco-cultural 
river tour with mangrove ecology, bird 
and wildlife lectures--the profit from which 
were shared among the local government, 
community fund, barangay fund as well as 
the wages and payment to its suppliers. 

ANIMATED, DOCUMENTARY 
AND INTERNATIONAL 

FEATURE FILMS
ELIGIBLE FOR 94TH 
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