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The World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) has welcomed the call of 
its sister UN agency World Health 
Organization (WHO) for restrictions on 
travel to be lifted or eased. 

Citing the varied global  responses 
to the emergence of the Omicron variant 
of COVID-19, WHO has reiterated that 
restrictions on travel are not effective 
in suppressing the international 
spread. In line with UNWTO’s recurring 
warning against the use of blanket 
restrictions, the 10th meeting of the 
WHO’s International Health Regulations 
Emergency Committee (Geneva, 19 
January) expressed concern that such 
measures can cause economic and 
social harm. They may also “discourage 
transparent and rapid reporting of 
emerging Variants of Concern”, the 
WHO added.  

As NASA prepares to send 
astronauts further into the cosmos 
than ever before, the agency aims to 
upgrade production of a critical fuel 
source: food. Giving future explorers 
the technology to produce nutritious, 
tasty, and satisfying meals on long-
duration space missions will give 
them the energy required to uncover 
the great unknown.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and World Health Organization (WHO) signed a five-year 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The agreement 
continues EPA-WHO collaboration on a wide range of specific 
and crosscutting environment and health issues, particularly 
air pollution, water and sanitation, children’s health, and 
health risks due to climate change. The updated agreement 
includes exciting new actions on crosscutting issues including 
infrastructure and environmental justice. 

“I am proud to renew EPA’s commitment to working 
with the WHO to protect the public from the health risks of 
pollution,” said EPA Administrator Michael S. Regan. “The 
United States is committed to working closely with WHO, 
a global leader in protecting human health for all, with a 
particular focus on addressing the needs of vulnerable and 
underserved communities.  As we face new challenges 

U.S., Philippine forces 
kick off Marine Exercise 22

U.S. Embassy in the Philippines - Representatives from the U.S. Embassy in 
the Philippines, including U.S. military personnel, joined PMC Commandant 
Maj. Gen. Ariel Caculitan and Commander Combat Service Support Brigade 
Brig. Gen. Ruben B. Candelario in front of a Small Unit Riverine Craft boat 
inside the newly constructed boat repair and maintenance facility at Naval 
Station Rio Hondo in Zamboanga City. 

MANILA —On January 27, the 
U.S. Navy and Marine Corps began 
training with the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines as part of Marine Exercise 
(MAREX) 2022 to further the maritime 
security capabilities of the U.S. and the 
Philippines. 

During MAREX 22, the U.S. and 
the Philippines will conduct maritime 
operations training to boost their joint 
ability to enhance mutual defense 
capabilities and respond to natural 
disasters.  Due to the pandemic, the 
forces will minimize contact throughout 
the exercise and implement protocols to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 

“We appreciate this opportunity 

Children account for 22% of all victims of trafficking. The majority of child 
victims are girls, almost 78%. The EU Anti-Trafficking Day is a reminder that 
trafficking of children remains a serious threat in the EU.

Human trafficking is a shocking reality still present in our days. More 
than half (64%) of all child victims are trafficked for the purpose of sexual 
exploitation. Children are also trafficked for labour exploitation, forced 
criminality and begging, as well as for drug-related crimes and forced and 
sham marriages. They are at particular risk of falling victim to traffickers 
online. - EU

The security situation in Ukraine 
continues to be unpredictable due to 
the increased threat of Russian military 
action and can deteriorate with little 
notice. 

The U.S. Embassy urges U.S. 
citizens in Ukraine to consider departing 
now using commercial or other privately 
available transportation options.

Please see information on What 
the Department of State Can and Can’t 
Do in a Crisis.

U.S. citizens wishing to depart 
Ukraine currently have multiple 
options via commercial flights from 
all Ukrainian international airports.  If 
you have difficulty securing a flight or 
need assistance to return to the United 
States, please contact KyivACS@state.
gov for guidance. 

The Embassy remains open and 
able to process U.S. passports and 
Consular Reports of Birth Abroad and 
can also provide repatriation loans for 
U.S. citizens who cannot afford at this 
time to purchase a commercial ticket to 
the United States. 

If you are a U.S. citizen or parent 
of a U.S. citizen minor and delaying 
your departure because of your 
non-U.S. citizen spouse, your minor 
child, or you do not have a valid U.S. 
travel document, please contact us at 
KyivACS@state.gov.

UC San Diego Health, the academic health system of the University 
of California, San Diego, has paid $2.98 million to resolve allegations that 
it violated the False Claims Act by ordering medically unnecessary genetic 
testing reimbursed by Medicare. 

The settlement resolves allegations that, from December 2015 to 
October 2019, UC San Diego Health ordered and submitted referrals for 
medically unnecessary genetic testing performed by CQuentia Arkansas Labs, 
CQuentia NGS and Total Diagnostic II (collectively “the CQuentia labs”). The 
government alleged that this conduct led to the submission of false claims for 
payment to Medicare for these tests.

A dual Haitian-Chilean citizen was recently arrested based on criminal 
charges related to his alleged involvement in the assassination of the former 
President of Haiti, Jovenel Moise, on July 7, 2021.

Rodolphe Jaar, 49, is charged with conspiring to commit murder or 
kidnapping outside the United States and providing material support resulting 
in death, knowing or intending that such material support would be used to 
prepare for or carry out the conspiracy to kill or kidnap. Jaar is the second 
individual to be charged and arrested for his role in the assassination plot. 
As alleged in the complaint, the defendant and others — including a group 
of 20 Colombian citizens and a number of dual Haitian-American citizens — 
participated in a plot to kidnap or kill the Haitian President.

NASA offers $1 million for innovative 
systems to feed tomorrow’s astronauts

In coordination with the Canadian Space Agency, NASA is calling 
on the public to help develop innovative and sustainable food production 
technologies or systems that require minimal resources and produce minimal 
waste. Dubbed the Deep Space Food Challenge, the competition calls 
on teams to design, build, and demonstrate prototypes of food production 
technologies that provide tangible nutritional products – or food.

Over time, food loses its nutritional value. That means for a multi-year 
mission to Mars, bringing along pre-packaged food will not meet all the needs 
for maintaining astronaut health. Additionally, food insecurity is a significant, 
chronic problem on Earth in both urban and rural communities. Disasters 
that disrupt supply chains further aggravate food shortages. Developing 
compact and innovative advanced food system solutions through initiatives 
such as the Deep Space Food Challenge could have applications in home 
and community-based local food production, providing new solutions for 
humanitarian responses to floods and droughts, and new technologies for 
rapid deployment following disasters. 

“BLANKET TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
DON’T WORK”: UNWTO ADDS ITS 

VOICE TO WHO STATEMENT

The Committee also noted that 
measures applied to international 
travellers such as testing, isolation and 
quarantine, and vaccinations, should 
be based on “risk assessments and 
avoid placing the financial burden on 
international travellers in accordance 
with Article 40 of the IHR”.

UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab 
Pololikashvili says: “When it comes 
to stopping the spread of new virus 

variants, blanket travel restrictions are 
simply counterproductive. In fact, by 
cutting the lifeline of tourism, these 
restrictions do more harm than good, 
especially in destinations reliant on 
international tourists for jobs, economic 
wellbeing and sustainable change.”

“It is imperative we restart tourism 
and so kickstart recovery and get 
back on track towards meeting the 
SDGs while responding to Climate 
Imperatives,” Mr Pololikashvili 
adds. “UNWTO welcomes WHO’s 
new guidance, highlighting the 
ineffectiveness of blanket travel 
restrictions, and we also amplify 
their recommendations against using 
vaccination status as the sole condition 
for welcoming tourists back, especially 
when vaccination rates remain so 
uneven.” - WTO

to strengthen our enduring alliance 
with the Philippines in the Indo-Pacific 
region through combined amphibious 
operations,” said Capt. Karry DeWayne 
Sanders, commodore of Amphibious 
Squadron One.  “Our shared focus of 
regional security, stability, and prosperity 
in the Pacific will continue to enhance 
our partner nation’s capability as it has 
for the last seven decades.” 

Among the events for this year’s 
MAREX, which will last until February 
2, are amphibious assault coordination 
and execution, subject matter expert 
exchanges, and integrated maritime 
operations such as search and seizure 
operations and tactical maneuvering. 

U.S. EPA and WHO partner to protect public health
from climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic, this 
collaboration with the WHO has never been more critical.”

EPA’s mission to protect human health and the 
environment fully aligns with WHO’s charge to lead global 
efforts to promote health for everyone, everywhere. The WHO 
estimates that 24% of all global deaths, and 28% of deaths 
among children under five, are linked to the environment, and 
people in low- and middle-income countries bear the greatest 
disease burden. 

 “The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the intimate 
links between humans and our environment,” said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “Addressing 
those links is essential to prevent diseases, including future 
pandemics, to promote health, drive the global recovery and 
reduce health risks associated with climate change, especially 
for the most vulnerable. ” 

Message to US 
citizens: Commercial air 
availability from Ukraine

OAKLAND – California Attorney General Rob Bonta has issued a price gouging 
alert following Governor Gavin Newsom’s Executive Order prohibiting price gouging 
of at-home COVID-19 test kits. 

 “The Omicron variant has reached California and communities across our 
state are working to combat this public health threat,” said Attorney General Bonta. 

“Californians are doing their part to confront this challenge – whether by caring 
for loved ones, getting vaccinated, or working on the front lines – and they shouldn’t 
have to worry about being cheated while dealing with the effects of coronavirus. 
The Governor’s newest Executive Order protects people impacted by the pandemic 
emergency from illegal price gouging on COVID-19 at-home test kits. I encourage 
anyone who has been the victim of price gouging, or who has information regarding 
potential price gouging, to immediately file a complaint with our office online at oag.
ca.gov/report or contact their local police department or sheriff’s office.”

AG BONTA ISSUES CONSUMER ALERT

Trafficking of children, a serious threat in the EU

UC San Diego Health pays $2.98 million to resolve 
allegations of ordering unnecessary genetic testing

2nd man charged in plot to kill Haitian president
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AWARD OF RECOGNITION

given to

Lillibeth Navarro
Founder & Executive Director of CALIF

for her admirable hard work, infinite patience, great faith, formidable character, 
unquestionable strength and courage to accept life’s challenges and for inspiring 

individuals to use their God given gifts and talents beyond their limits to serve and 
for leading the path towards the Sublime.

AWEE ABAYARI:  What is CALIF and how did it come into being?
LILLIBETH NAVARRO:  CALIF is a non-profit organization based in Los Angeles serving the 

disabled and senior communities of Central and South Los Angeles.  CALIF is short for Communities 
Actively Living Independent & Free.  We provide our clients access to resources and services they 
need to live on their own in the communities of their choice.   We were approved as a non-profit 
agency on September 21, 2001.  Before CALIF, we were the Southern California ADAPT chapter of a 
national disability rights activist and advocates’ group which successfully pushed for the Americans with 
Disabilities’ Act of 1990.  We also were known as IRAPS working with the home care workers union in 
LA County for a successful campaign for higher wages and benefits. 

AWEE ABAYARI: What is your role as the Executive Director/Founder of CALIF ? 
LILLIBETH NAVARRO: My role as founder and executive director of CALIF is to provide the 

overall leadership and responsible direction of the agency, toward the achievement  of the mission and 
vision of CALIF.   As ED, I have to be the first to know and appreciate our history, the first to believe in 
our philosophy of independent living, through advocacy, faith, good will, hard work and dedication to the 
pursuit of our civil rights.

AWEE ABAYARI: Tell us about your staff and the services you offer. 
LILLIBETH NAVARRO: We are a diverse group of 18 people working at CALIF, running the 

agency and implementing about 20 different projects and services.  A majority of us are people with 
different disabilities because we have to mirror who we serve.

Among our services are housing advocacy, assistive technology, benefits advocacy, information 
and referral, peer counseling, transition planning, independent living skills training, systems change 
advocacy and leadership training and other services.  

We have just been designated as the Aging and Disabled Resource Connection for Central and 
South LA along with our partners LA City Area Agency on Aging, 211LA, providing Information and 
Referral, Case Management and Options Counseling among others.  We have an in-house wheelchair 
project called “Positive Wheels” where we assist clients to buy, repair, maintain their wheelchairs and 
attend to their needs for assistive technology.  We have a membership with the Regional Foodbank 
so we could provide some supplemental food supplies for our clients.  We provide training in the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and other civil rights laws.  

CALIF is also a participant in the CalFresh program, the Southern California Gas Company 
program, the Low-cost internet program, LA Versus Hate, The Housing Transition Program, and a new 
project of Job readiness with the Department of Rehabilitation.

AWEE ABAYARI: What are the eligibility requirements to avail of your services?  
LILLIBETH NAVARRO: You have to be a person with disability or senior needing services 

to qualify for services at CALIF. We don’t ask for your residency status but to qualify for the big 
government programs like SSI or Medi-Cal would require that.

“Faith gives me assurance of my human dignity as a disabled person because Jesus 
Himself who is God, decided I was needed enough to create for a higher purpose.  Because I 
believe in the love of God, I see every good thing coming as a consequence of it.”

*  *  *
“I was up against an inaccessible environment, a society that did not really understand 

the disability experience so I’ve met with meanness, ignorance, indifference, discrimination, 
racism, opposition, misunderstanding, and many other minor but hurtful slights and 
intentional stabs.”

*  *  *
“Vitality and communion are what the soul needs because ultimately, they give our 

lives meaning.”
LILLIBETH NAVARRO

AWEE ABAYARI: Describe the challenges you have encountered through the years and how were 
you able to overcome them?

 LILLIBETH NAVARRO:  I got sick with polio as an infant of 5 months and never walked in my 
life.  I started using a wheelchair at age 7.  I was up against an inaccessible environment, a society that 
did not really understand the disability experience so I’ve met with meanness, ignorance, indifference, 
discrimination, racism, opposition, misunderstanding, and many other minor but hurtful slights and 
intentional stabs. The big transgressions I met headlong squarely with confrontation to be able to correct 
and/or educate; others I met more strategically with dialogue and compromise;  others I met more with 
systemic tools like lawsuits to change oppressive policies or create change or force implementation of the 
law; still others, with prayers for enlightenment.

AWEE ABAYARI: Who was Lillibeth Navarro before CALIF? 
LILLIBETH NAVARRO: Lillibeth before CALIF was a curious, hard working systems change 

advocate and activist.  I helped ADAPT with community organizing around transportation, personal care 
attendants, paratransit, bus service, emergency preparedness, housing, sidewalk repair, etc .

AWEE ABAYARI: How does faith help you continue with your journey?  
LILLIBETH NAVARRO: Faith gives me assurance of my human dignity as a disabled person 

because Jesus Himself who is God, decided I was needed enough to create for a higher purpose.  
Because I believe in the love of God, I see every good thing coming as a consequence of it.

AWEE ABAYARI: Tell us any spiritual experience you had that made you realize that this job was 
meant for you. 

LILLIBETH NAVARRO: I once was actually hired to teach at a local high school/adult school 
teaching English as a Second Language.  I had a great job interview and received my congratulatory 
handshake.  In addition, I received the keys to the elevator so I can access my classes.  Very excited, I 
geared up to start teaching—my paraphernalia and other materials.  The next day, I got a call from the 
school apologizing for having to deny me the opportunity to work because they allegedly found someone 
more qualified!  I cried a bucketload of tears but that final kick in the face was the final push to release 
my faith and fighter instincts.  First, I had to transform my suffering and accept it as coming from God’s 
hands.  Then I had to find the gold imbedded in my suffering because I knew that God had it hidden there.  
Muttering to myself, I said “So you want to rob me of job, eh!  Well then, I’ll create my own job!” In less 
than a year, CALIF came to be.

AWEE ABAYARI: Relate one touching and inspiring story of someone that you had helped and why 
was it unforgettable?

LILLIBETH NAVARRO:  Cyd is a disabled person, actually an advocate too.  She uses a motorized 
wheelchair and used to work in Long Beach.  Well , one day she was let go and she was devastated.  She 
applied to work here at CALIF and so I interviewed her.  I found her very smart and efficient so I hired her. 
After about 5 years of service, she experienced an unfortunate medical malpractice and became totally 
paralyzed—she was still of very sound mind and an amazing problem solver.  I decided that instead of 
retiring her, I could give her reasonable accommodation and allow her to work from home way before 
the pandemic.  Cyd has been very productive and has attained the chairmanship of at least 2 county 
consumer groups.

AWEE ABAYARI: Looking forward, what are your future plans for CALIF?
LILLIBETH NAVARRO:   For CALIF, I want it to:
1.) have its own building, for expanding our own programs;  
2.) I want to develop a nice  disability library dedicated to our community heroes.
3.) I also want a Central LA Art Project at the building.
4.) a very stable fund 

AWEE ABAYARI: Special Message.
LILLIBETH NAVARRO: A disability is like the plow that tills the soil so plants can grow and bring us 

food and life.  Disabilities cut deep, disabilities may cause pain that move us to ask “why and why me?” 
disturbing the expected tranquility or equilibrium of life.  But tranquility and equilibrium are not the end 
of life itself:  they are just the highways and byways we pass. Vitality and communion are what the soul 
needs because ultimately, they give our lives meaning.

AWEE ABAYARI: Thank you .

Lililibeth with her CALIF staff. Lililibeth with her Mom.

Lililibeth with grandniece Gia.
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•  Ingeniero de Montes, Diplomado en Ordenación del Territorio por la Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
•  Curso de Planificación y Manejo de Áreas Naturales (National Parks Service, Department of the Interior. U.S.A.) 

•  Jefe de Servicio de Parques Nacionales del Instituto Nacional para la Conservación de la Naturaleza (ICONA)
• Director de las empresas ESPACIOS NATURALES, S.A., y ASERCON S.L.,

• Jefe de Unidad de Medio Ambiente. Ministerio de Defensa

AWEE ABAYARI: HOW WOULD YOU DEFINE DEFORESTATION ?
 
FRANCISCO M. RODRÍGUEZ:  La deforestación es, sencilla y gravemente eliminar 

la cobertura forestal de una zona. Probablemente uno de los problemas mayores por 
sus incidencias negativas que tiene el hombre, aunque inconsciente o conscientemente 
sea causado por el mismo. Afecta no solo a la cobertura del suelo y la protección de sus 
recursos, como son el agua,  la producción de oxígeno, la fauna, flora, alimentos, energía, 
medicinas, etc., sino que afecta de manera muy directa al suprimir uno de los mejores 
sumiderosgestionables de emisiones de carbono en la atmósfera que tiene el hombre. 

Su enorme importancia planetaria, dado que ocupan un 30% de la superficie terrestre 
total, los bosques albergan el 80% de la biodiversidad del planeta, actúan como sumideros 
de dióxido de carbono y liberan oxígeno a la atmósfera, proporcionan la infraestructura 
orgánica de numerosas y diversas formas de vida, son la fuente de ingresos y medio de 
subsistencia de aproximadamente un 25% de la población, siendo una gran parte de las 
tierras tradicionalmente habitadas por pueblos indígenas.

 La deforestación y la degradación forestal se ven impulsadas por varios factores, entre 
ellos la demanda en aumento de alimentos, piensos, bioenergía y otros productos básicos 

ENVIRONMENT
que ejercen una presión cada vez mayor sobre el uso de la tierra y ponen en peligro la 
existencia de los bosques del mundo. 

Para poder acotar el problema se definió el concepto de productos con «deforestación 
importada o incorporada» que vincula el consumo de dichos productos con la deforestación 
que causan al producirse. Se refiere a la deforestación incorporada, como externalidad, en 
un producto o servicio producido, comercializado o consumido. Aunque la mayoría de estos 
productos básicos se consumen a nivel local o regional, diferentes informes estiman que en 
la Unión Europea el consumo de productos con “deforestación importada” representa entre el 
10 -16 % del total.

No existe una única solución válida, tanto la lucha contra la deforestación como el 
manejo forestal sostenible son retos complejos. Las soluciones deben ser específicas 
para cada país y región, con el doble objetivo general de proteger los bosques existentes, 
especialmente los bosques primarios, y aumentar de manera significativa una cobertura 
boscosa sostenible y con diversidad biológica en todo el mundo. 

Este problema se ha tratado en todos los grandes foros y convenios mundiales 
relacionados con el medio ambiente, alcanzándose compromisos como los recogidos en los 
Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible de la Agenda 2030 de las Naciones Unidas. 

Remembering 2 U.S. ecologists 
and their work for the environment

Two U.S. scientists who made major contributions to our 
understanding of the world and its ecosystems died at the end 
of 2021.

Edward O. Wilson, often called the heir to Charles 
Darwin, died December 26 in Massachusetts at 92.

Thomas E. Lovejoy, an ecologist and biologist who 
coined the term “biological diversity,” died from pancreatic 
cancer December 25 at his home in Virginia. He was 80.

Wilson, his ants and the environment
Edward Wilson worked to build understanding of our 

“biodiverse planet in order to protect key species and avoid 
unintended destruction of the ecosystems that sustain our 
lives,” according to his foundation.

Wilson received a Ph.D. from Harvard in 1955 and joined 
its faculty in 1956. From there, he led research on the natural 
world, including some of the smallest life-forms.

Part of Wilson’s legacy is a greater understanding of the 
biological behavior of ants and the link between their genetic 
makeup and their social instincts.

“Each kind of ant has almost the equivalent of a different 
human culture,” he told PBS’s Nova in 2008. “So each species 
is a wonderful object to study in itself. In fact, I honestly cannot 
understand why most people don’t study ants.”

His groundbreaking book The Antswon the Pulitzer 
Prize in 1991. It was his second Pulitzer, following one for 
On Human Nature in 1979. In 2008, he also established the 
Encyclopedia of Life, a website to document each of Earth’s 
species.

Lovejoy: Advocate for rainforest conservation
Thomas Lovejoy was known for his work to conserve the 

By NOELANI KIRSCHNER

Biologist Thomas Lovejoy in Amazonia, Brazil, in August 
1989 (© Antonio Ribeiro/Gamma-Rapho/Getty Images)

Edward O. Wilson, co-author of “The Ants,” which won 
the Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction, poses for a 
portrait June 10, 1991. (© AP Images)
Amazon rainforest in Brazil.

Lovejoy visited the Amazon rainforest for the first time 
during his Ph.D. research in biology at Yale University. There 
he was inspired to study the ecology of birds, leading to his 
lifelong work in environmental conservation.

“It was sheer fascination, and I gradually began to move 
from just doing science to doing science and environmental 
conservation,” he told a Brazilian scientific journal in 2015. 
“The Amazon is one of the most important places to work in 
the world.”

During his career, Lovejoy served as a U.S. Department 
of State science envoy from 2016 to 2018, focusing on 
biodiversity and wildlife conservation, with trips to Peru, 
Brazil, the Philippines, Malaysia and Colombia to speak with 
government officials, scientists and students. Lovejoy also 
worked with the Smithsonian Institution, the World Wildlife 
Fund and George Mason University, where he had been a 
professor since 2010.

Perhaps his most important work was the Biological 
Dynamics of Forest Fragments Project, a collaboration 
between the U.S. Smithsonian Institution and the Brazilian 
National Institute of Amazonian Research. 

The project began in 1979 and is, to date, the world’s 
largest and longest-running ecosystem experiment.

Lovejoy was also a major contributor to the first report 
of the Science Panel for the Amazon, which was presented 
at the 26th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Climate Change Convention (COP26)in Glasgow in November 
2021.  - ShareAmerica.gov

WASHINGTON, D.C.— The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and Israel’s 
Ministry of Energy (MoE) along with the Israel Innovation Authority has announced 
the six clean energy projects selected to receive $5.48 million in government 
funding through the Binational Industrial Research and Development (BIRD) 
Energy program. The projects, conducted by a U.S. and an Israeli partner, will 
accelerate technology innovation on advanced vehicle technologies, batteries, 
energy efficiency measures, energy storage and the water-energy nexus. The 
announcement comes on the heels of the international climate conference, 
COP26, where the U.S. and DOE highlighted efforts to transform ambition into 
implementation in final week.

The Global Tourism Plastics 
Initiative has welcomed a further 21 
signatories, taking the total number past 
110. The new signatories have been 
announced alongside the launch of a 
first annual report, which makes clear 
the significant progress made in tackling 
plastics pollution in tourism over the 
past year.

Despite the challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, Accor, 
Club Med, Hong-Kong and Shanghai 
Hotels, Iberostar, Melco, Six Senses 
have all reported continuous efforts to 
implement their commitments to tackle 
plastic pollution. Together, they have 
eliminated over 108 million plastic items 
and packaging in 2020, totaling around 
804 metric tons.

UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab 

GLOBAL TOURISM PLASTICS INITIATIVE 
RELEASES FIRST PROGRESS REPORT 
AND WELCOMES MORE SIGNATORIES

Pololikashvili said: “In just one year, 
the Global Tourism Plastics Initiative 
has made a real impact. Together, 
signatories have cut their use of plastic 
by 800 metric tons, equivalent to 27 
large shipping containers full of plastic. 
I congratulate all those businesses and 
destinations for their commitment and 
welcome the 21 newest signatories to 
the Initiative – a clear sign that tourism 
is working hard to become more 
sustainable, even in times of crisis.”

U.S. Department of Energy and Israeli 
partners invest $5.48 Million in cooperative 

clean energy projects
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On 14 January 2022, the United 
Nations Postal Administration (UNPA) 
announced the release of new “Sport 
for Peace” stamps to celebrate the 2022 
Beijing Winter Olympics.

This is the first time that UNPA has 
issued stamps for the Olympic Winter 
Games — they feature hockey players 
($.58), snowboarders ($1.30), figure 
skaters (CHF 1,10), bobsledders (CHF 
2,00), curlers (€0,85), and Alpine Skiers 
(€1,80).

In December 2021, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted 
the Olympic Truce for Beijing 2022, 
highlighting the contribution of sport to 
the promotion of peace and solidarity, 

United Nations Postal Administration 
launches ‘Sport for Peace’ stamps to 

celebrate 2022 Winter Olympic Games
ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS DESMOND TUTU

The Embassy is saddened by the passing away of the last 
surviving South African laureate of the Nobel Peace Prize. Our 
deepest condolences go out to Mam Leah and the Rutu family.

Statement by UNICEF 
Executive Director Henrietta Fore:  

“UNICEF is outraged by 
the recent airstrikes on camps 
for internally displaced persons 
and refugees in Tigray, northern 
Ethiopia.

“The January 5 and 7 attacks 
have reportedly left scores of 
civilians, including children, killed 
and many more injured.

“Refugee camps and IDP 
settlements, including schools 
hosting displaced children 
and families and the essential 
facilities that provide them with 
humanitarian services, are 
civilian objects. Failing to respect 
and protect them from attacks 
may constitute a violation of 
international humanitarian law.

“More than a year since 
the conflict in Tigray broke out, 
brutal acts of violence, including 
grave violations against children, 
continue to be perpetrated across 
northern Ethiopia by all parties to 
the conflict.    

“UNICEF renews its call 
for an immediate cessation of 
hostilities. We urge all parties 
to the conflict to build on the 
initial signs of progress of the 
past several weeks, to adhere 
to international human rights, 
humanitarian and refugee law, to 
facilitate humanitarian access and 
to protect children from harm.”

including the power of sport to foster 
an atmosphere of peace, development, 
resilience, tolerance and understanding 
among nations.

The resolution entitled “Building 
a peaceful and better world through 
sport and the Olympic ideal” calls for 
the observance of the Olympic Truce 
for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 
Beijing 2022, starting 28 January, seven 
days before the launch of the Olympic 
Games, and ending 27 February, seven 
days after the end of the Paralympic 
Games. 

The stamps were illustrated by 
Feifei Ruan (China) and designed by 
Rorie Katz (United Nations). 

CHILDREN FEARED DEAD, 
INJURED IN RECENT 

ATTACKS ON REFUGEE 
CAMPS IN N. ETHIOPIA

Indian actress Sheena Chohan 
crosses boundaries to teach human rights

Actress Sheena Chohan delivers a Youth for Human 
Rights seminar to children in India who eagerly 
participate.

Sheena Chohan is not just a pretty face. As the Ambassador 
for Youth for Human Rights South Asia, she is changing the lives 
of millions.

Actress Sheena Chohan’s interest in human rights started 
early. Growing up in India, she saw that despite it being a 
“spiritual country,” it also had discrimination issues. “One of the 
main issues in India is women being constantly discriminated 
against and not being treated equally,” Chohan says. This 
includes the 29 percent of Indian women who suffer from 
domestic abuse.

After winning the Miss Kolkata beauty pageant and the “I 
Am Voice” category of Miss Universe India, Chohan soon had 
movie roles, commercials and opportunities for modeling. “While 
I was doing all this, I thought to myself, ‘Now is the time I want 
to do something with my life for a purpose greater than myself,’” 
Chohan explains. She found that purpose in Youth for Human 
Rights International (YHRI). 

Now the Ambassador for YHR South Asia, Chohan 
created postcards with her picture and put the 30 articles of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the YHRI 
website address on them. When fans asked for autographs, she 
pulled out a postcard, signed it and handed it over, giving out 
thousands.

She reached out further to schools and delivered seminars 
at all levels of education. The change was so marked with the 
students that school executives soon made YHRI part of the 
curriculum. Chohan ultimately reached over 7,000 students. This 

included at Whistling Woods International, one of India’s 
top film schools, where she gave a seminar to 500 students 
who in turn made films based on a specific article of the 
UDHR. When Chohan became the host of the Lovello Miss 
World Bangladesh competition, she encouraged the beauty 
queens to use their platform to advocate for human rights. 

Now 49 universities use YHRI materials. Chohan 
spoke of human rights at every media opportunity, gaining 
the nickname “Human Rights Girl” and reaching millions in 
South Asia. Learn more about her work at scientology.tv/
SChohan.  United for Human Rights 
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INM Book Choice
ATLAS OF THE HEART:

Mapping Meaningful Connection and the 
Language of Human Experience

HEALTH &
WELLNESS TIPS

JOB OPPORTUNITY

by  BRENÉ BROWN

The Federal Trade Commission is 
looking for thoughtful and collaborative 
leaders to work on a variety of 
technology-related consumer protection 
and competition issues throughout 
the agency. Created in 1914, the 
FTC’s mission is to protect consumers 
and competition by preventing 
anticompetitive, deceptive, and 
unfair business practices through law 
enforcement, advocacy, and education 
without unduly burdening legitimate 
business activity . 

HOW TO SUBMIT INTEREST
If you are a federal government 

employee, please apply through Open 
Opportunities.

If you work elsewhere (e.g. in 
academia, at a non-profit, or in the 
private sector) please submit the 
following to technologists@ftc.gov 
and we’ll reach out as we continue to 

#1 NEW YORK TIMES 
BESTSELLER 

• In her latest book, Brené 
Brown writes, “If we want to find 
the way back to ourselves and one 
another, we need language and the 
grounded confidence to both tell our 
stories and be stewards of the stories 
that we hear. This is the framework 
for meaningful connection.”

In Atlas of the Heart, Brown 
takes us on a journey through 
eighty-seven of the emotions 
and experiences that define what 
it means to be human. As she 
maps the necessary skills and an 
actionable framework for meaningful 
connection, she gives us the 
language and tools to access a 
universe of new choices and second 
chances—a universe where we can 
share and steward the stories of 
our bravest and most heartbreaking 
moments with one another in a way 
that builds connection.

Over the past two decades, 
Brown’s extensive research into 
the experiences that make us who 
we are has shaped the cultural 
conversation and helped define what 
it means to be courageous with our 

lives. 
Atlas of the Heart draws on 

this research, as well as on Brown’s 
singular skills as a storyteller, to 
show us how accurately naming 
an experience doesn’t give the 
experience more power—it gives 
us the power of understanding, 
meaning, and choice. 

Brown shares, “I want this book 
to be an atlas for all of us, because 
I believe that, with an adventurous 
heart and the right maps, we can 
travel anywhere and never fear 
losing ourselves.” 

THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES 
BESTSELLER.

 Over 3 million copies sold!

Tiny Changes, Remarkable 
Results

No matter your goals, Atomic 
Habits offers a proven framework for 
improving—every day. James Clear, 
one of the world’s leading experts 
on habit formation, reveals practical 
strategies that will teach you exactly 
how to form good habits, break bad 
ones, and master the tiny behaviors 
that lead to remarkable results.

If you’re having trouble 
changing your habits, the problem 
isn’t you. The problem is your 
system. Bad habits repeat 
themselves again and again not 
because you don’t want to change, 
but because you have the wrong 
system for change. You do not rise to 
the level of your goals. You fall to the 
level of your systems. Here, you’ll get 
a proven system that can take you to 
new heights.

Clear is known for his ability 
to distill complex topics into simple 
behaviors that can be easily applied 
to daily life and work. Here, he 
draws on the most proven ideas 
from biology, psychology, and 
neuroscience to create an easy-to-
understand guide for making good 
habits inevitable and bad habits 
impossible. 

Along the way, readers will be 
inspired and entertained with true 
stories from Olympic gold medalists, 
award-winning artists, business 
leaders, life-saving physicians, and 
star comedians who have used the 
science of small habits to master 

We all know water is good for us 
and that we should probably drink more 
of it. So why, then, do Americans find it 
so difficult to sip from what is arguably 
the fountain of youth?

Answers vary, but the fact is, one 
in 10 Americans drinks zero cups of 
water per day, according to a study 
by Dr. Alyson Goodman, a medical 
epidemiologist for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Zero. 
She suspects that those who don’t drink 
any water (or very little) are getting 
it from other sources such as food 
and coffee, but warns this may not be 
enough.

Robert Eakle, CEO of Alkame 
Water, agrees. “Without water, no living 
thing can survive,” he says. “It affects 
every area of our life and is an essential 
part to maintaining proper health.”

However, not all waters are created 

• Delay travel until you are fully 
vaccinated.

• Check your destination’s 
COVID-19 situation before traveling. 
State, local, and territorial governments 
may have travel restrictions in place.

• Wearing a mask over 
your nose and mouth is required in 
indoor areas of public transportation 
(including airplanes) and indoors in U.S. 
transportation hubs (including airports).

• Do not travel if you have been 
exposed to COVID-19, you are sick, or 
if you test positive for COVID-19.

• If you are not fully vaccinated 
and must travel, get tested both before 
and after your trip.

Source: CDC.gov

Imagine this. You are driving 
through a dark tunnel on a stormy night 
with the glare from rain and headlights 
making it difficult to see. What if your 
car could see for you and detect a 
motorcyclist who’s waiting out the rain 
on the side of the road in the tunnel? 

The good news is that the mobility 
tech company, Magna, is the first 
company to design a digital radar 
technology that can do just that.

ICON Radar offers drivers an 
added layer of safety and security on 
the road. Your car might already have 
sensors that flash in your rearview 
mirror when a car is in your blind spot, 

ATOMIC HABITS:
An Easy & Proven Way to Build Good Habits 

& Break Bad Ones
by  JAMES CLEAR

their craft and vault to the top of their 
field.

Learn how to:
• make time for new habits 

(even when life gets crazy);
• overcome a lack of motivation 

and willpower;
• design your environment to 

make success easier;
• get back on track when you 

fall off course;
...and much more.

Atomic Habits will reshape the 
way you think about progress and 
success, and give you the tools and 
strategies you need to transform 
your habits—whether you are a 
team looking to win a championship, 
an organization hoping to redefine 
an industry, or simply an individual 
who wishes to quit smoking, lose 
weight, reduce stress, or achieve 
any other goal. 

Helping cars see dangers that humans can’t

Why it’s time to start drinking more water
Beauty Tips

take a look at how it can help:
•    It balances body fluids. Water 

essentially it keeps your body running 
like a well-oiled machine.

•    It keeps skin looking healthy.
Water moisturizes your skin and 
functions as a protective barrier to 
prevent excess fluid loss.

•    It boosts the immune system.
Water helps fight against flu, cancer and 
other ailments—especially if your water 
has mild alkaline properties, such as 
those found in Alkame Water.

•    It can help control calories.While 
drinking water may not be a weight-
loss strategy, per se, substituting it for 
higher-calorie or sugar-filled beverages 
can help by removing by products of fat 
and raises your metabolism.

For more information about Alkame 
Water and its health benefits, visit www.
alkamewater.com. 

equal. Enhanced waters, like Alkame 
Water, provide the body with more 
health benefits than regular water. Just 

or that beep when someone passes 
behind you in a parking lot.  It can also 
scan a car’s environment 50 times 
faster than the blink of a human eye. 
And because it’s digital, the signal is 
sure to be strong and reliable — such 
as cell phones when they shifted from 
using analog signals to digital ones.

A vehicle with ICON Radar can 
actually scan the environment around 
your vehicle in four dimensions: 
distance, height, depth and speed. That 
helps it see objects such as a shredded 
tire on the road ahead of you, or that 
motorcyclist hiding from the rain in 
that dark tunnel. When obstacles are 

detected, drivers get an alert so they 
can take evasive action and safely steer 
clear of the danger.

Magna is bringing new technology 
to the road to do just that as we head 
down the path toward full autonomy. 

DOMESTIC TRAVEL 
DURING COVID-19

What you need to know

SEEKING TECHNOLOGY RESEARCHERS, ENGINEERS, 
USER EXPERIENCE RESEARCHERS, CONTENT STRATEGISTS, 

DATA SCIENTISTS, PRODUCT MANAGERS (REMOTE)
expand technology expertise and roles 
at the FTC:

• Cover letter (1-page) describing 
your current work and why you would be 
the ideal candidate for this position

• Your resume
• Link to your portfolio (if relevant)
For any questions, please reach 

out to technologists@ftc.gov
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• AUTOMOTIVE •

WASHINGTON—The 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) and the Department of Labor 
(DOL) announced the forthcoming 
publication of a joint temporary 
final rule to make available an 
additional 20,000 H-2B temporary 
nonagricultural worker visas for 
fiscal year (FY) 2022. These visas 

Today’s car shoppers want it all -- style, luxury, efficiency, 
and reliability. The subcompact SUV segment continues to be 
popular, but there is a new option on the market -- the 2023 
Kia Sportage. The Sportage, Kia’s longest running nameplate, 
debuted the redesigned model at the 2021 Los Angeles Auto 
Show.

The updated Sportage offers eco-appeal with an 8 
percent improvement in fuel economy over previous models, 
despite its larger size.

“While Kia moves purposefully toward electrification, we 
are further strengthening the Sportage lineup by adding a 
variety of options suited for all different kinds of customers,” 
says Sean Yoon, president and CEO, Kia America, Kia North 
America.

The company’s design philosophy for the new Sportage 
is an “Opposites United” theme that combines futuristic and 
rugged elements for a look that’s sleek, but sporty. Click here 
to view video.

Distinctive features of the Sportage include:
- Looks. The Sportage design is available in adventure 

trims (the X-Line, Sportage X-Pro, and X-Pro Prestige) that 
showcase the Sportage AWD’s 1.5-inch increased ground 
clearance, all-terrain tires, and multi-terrain mode AWD 
system.

- Luxury. The new Sportage offers upgrades in comfort 
as well as power and style. Key features include dual 
panoramic curved 12.3-inch display screens, angular air vents 
and smart story solutions.

- Size. The Sportage is larger than its predecessors, 

IDENTITY THEFT
Identity theft occurs when someone uses your identity in a crime or fraudulent 

act. It can happen to anyone—but there are steps you can take to protect yourself 
and to recover if it happens to you. 

Learn more about identity theft from the Federal Trade Commission. If your 
information was stolen in a data breach, visit identitytheft.gov/databreach for specific 
steps to take. 

PROTECT YOURSELF
•  Read your credit card and bank statements each month. 
•  Never give your credit card number over the phone, unless you made the call 

and trust the business or person. 
•  Report suspicious transactions to your credit card company or bank.
•  Review a copy of your credit report at least once each year. Notify the credit 

bureau in writing of any questionable entries.
•  Shred any documents with personal or financial information on them. 
REPORT FRAUD
If you’re a victim of identity theft or have information about these types of 

crimes, you can:
•  Visit identitytheft.gov for steps you can take to report and recover.
•  Report the crime to theFBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) if the 

identity theft occurred online. - FBI

If you or someone you know 
has been affected by the devastating 
series of tornadoes that roared across 
Kentucky, Illinois, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
and Missouri, coping with the aftermath 
is never easy. But when scammers 
target people just trying to recover, it 
can be even worse. Here are ways 
to help you and your neighbors avoid 
common post-disaster scams.

• Be skeptical of anyone promising 
immediate clean-up and debris removal. 
Some may quote outrageous prices, 
demand payment up-front, or lack the 

DHS to supplement H-2B cap with 
additional visas in first half of fiscal year

will be set aside for U.S. employers seeking to employ additional workers on 
or before March 31, 2022.

This supplemental cap marks the first time that DHS is making additional 
H-2B visas available in the first half of the fiscal year. Earlier this year, USCIS 
received enough petitions for returning workers to reach the additional 22,000 
H-2B visas made available under the FY 2021 H-2B supplemental visa 
temporary final rule.

The supplemental H-2B visa allocation consists of 13,500 visas available 
to returning workers who received an H-2B visa, or were otherwise granted 
H-2B status, during one of the last three fiscal years. The remaining 6,500 
visas, which are exempt from the returning worker requirement, are reserved 
for nationals of Haiti and the Northern Triangle countries of Honduras, 
Guatemala, and El Salvador. -USCIS

SCAMS AND SAFETY

How to spot, stop, and report post-disaster scams
by COLLEEN TRESSLER 

Division of Consumer and Business Education, FTC
skills needed.

• Check them out. Before you 
pay, ask for IDs, licenses, and proof of 
insurance. Don’t believe any promises 
that aren’t in writing.

• Never pay by wire transfer, gift 
card, cryptocurrency, or in cash.And 
never make the final payment until the 
work is done and you’re satisfied.

• Guard your personal 
information. Only scammers will say 
they’re a government official and then 
demand money or your credit card, bank 
account, or Social Security number.

• Know that FEMA doesn’t 
charge application fees. If someone 
wants money to help you qualify for 
FEMA funds, that’s probably a scam.

• Be wise to rental listing scams.
Steer clear of people who tell you to 
wire money or ask for security deposits 
or rent before you’ve met or signed a 
lease.

• Spot disaster-related charity 
scams. Scammers will often try to make 
a quick profit from the misfortune of 
others. Check out the FTC’s advice on 
donating wisely.

SELF-HELP
How can I get out of debt?
Start by making a budget, 

a plan for how you’ll spend your 
money each month. It will help 
you see how you spend your 
money now and how you might 
spend money differently.

To make a budget:
• gather your bills 

(utilities, insurance, etc.) and pay 
stubs

• look at receipts to see 
what you typically spend on things 
like groceries, entertainment, 
transportation, clothing, and 
everyday expenses

• add up all of your 
paychecks and any other income, 
and subtract your expenses from 
that

When you’re done, look for 
things in your budget you can 
change so you have more money 
left over each month. Your goal is 
to stop adding to your debt, and 
also to pay down the debt you 
already have, if you can. You can 
find information about budgeting 
and money management 
techniques online, at your public 
library, and in bookstores .  FTC

WASHINGTON - The U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) has awarded 
nearly $104.7 million to 60 non-profit 
organizations, and state and local 
government agencies located in 29 
states to protect children and families 
from home health hazards. 

HUD is providing these grants 
through its Healthy Homes Production 
Grant Program which will help grantees 
identify health and safety hazards in 
low-income families’ homes. The grants 
will protect children and families with 
incomes at or below eighty percent 
of the area median income level by 

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah Attorney General Sean D. Reyes and Department of 
Commerce Executive Director Margaret Busse urged the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to put in place measures that will help stem the tide of foreign-
based illegal robocalls that attempt to scam Americans.

“Robocalls and Auto-texts seem to be proliferating at a greater rate than ever,” 
said Attorney General Reyes. “Everyone agrees they are inconvenient at best. At 
worst, and far too often, they are much more damaging than even the annoyance 
they present. These scams prey on vulnerable Utahns who are tricked into 
responding by answering or clicking a link. We must do even more at the federal 
level to crack down on overseas violators who are evading enforcement of our 
laws.” 

UTAH CONTINUES TO WORK TO STOP 
INTERNATIONAL  SCAM CALLS

HUD awards nearly $105M to protect families 
from home health and safety hazards

targeting significant lead and health 
hazards in over 7,400 low-income 
homes for which other resources are not 
available.- HUD

Updated Kia Sportage blends sporty and stylish 

with enhanced rear-seat legroom and the largest rear-cargo 
capacity in its segment.

- Safety. Key safety features on the updated Sportage 
include eight standard Advanced Driver Assistance Systems 
(ADAS), including newly available features such as 360 
degree Surround View Monitor with 3D View and live-feed 
Blind-Spot View Monitor within instrument cluster.

Visit kia.com for more details about the 2023 Sportage 
and other Kia vehicles. - NewsUSA
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Sports

•  Top Producer
•  Top Listing Agent 
•  Realtor - Hall of Fame Awardee
•  Over 25 years Experience 
            in Real Estate
•  Old Fashion Real Estate Service
•  Knowledge + Experience = 
           Results
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         in Real Estate Service 
•  Passionate in Making 
         a Win- Win Situation in Every 
         Transaction
•  Detail Oriented 
•  Successful Real Estate Investor 
•  Community Leader

What’s Happening?
America’s Got Talent Las Vegas LIVE

MANILA – Despite an ongoing spike in coronavirus 
disease 2019 (Covid-19) cases in many nations mainly 
due to the Covid-19 omicron variant, the Winter Olympics 
scheduled this year in Beijing will push through.

In a recent International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
meeting, President Thomas Bach announced that the 
Beijing Winter Olympics will still happen as scheduled from 
Feb. 4-20 in the Chinese capital.

With Covid-19 scientifically proven to be more 
prevalent in cold weather, stricter health and safety 
protocols will be implemented during the Winter Olympics.

One major aspect of the protocols is converging 
everyone involved in the games inside a bubble.

Game-related staff, volunteers, cleaners, cooks, 
and coach drivers have begun entering the bubble since 
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, some 3,000 athletes from all around the 
world will also enter the bubble in the coming days.

Fully vaccinated athletes, officials, and journalists will 
be given quick entry to the bubble, while the non-vaccinated 

LOS ANGELES, CA – The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences recently launched “Seen,” a new interview 
series that follows Argentinean-American journalist, director, 
writer and producer Nick Barili as he sits down for one-on-one 
conversations with some of the film industry’s most influential 
artists and filmmakers with Latin-American and Spanish roots.  

In the first season, Academy members John Leguizamo, 
Eva Longoria and Edward James Olmos share their personal 
journeys, exploring how their crafts and culture play a role in 
breaking down barriers in filmmaking. 

The series kicks off in Leguizamo’s New York home, 
where the actor, writer, director and producer talks about 

A celebration of comedy, 
music, danger, dance and 
so much more, starring 
extraordinary acts from the hit 
TV franchise “America’s Got 
Talent” (AGT), America’s Got 
Talent Las Vegas LIVE will 
perform two times per night, five 
nights a week, at Luxor Theater.

John, Paul, George and Ringo. As The Beatles, they changed the 
world. LOVE, Cirque du Soleil’s interpretation of their legacy, has changed 
entertainment. With 360º seating, The Beatles LOVE by Cirque du Soleil tells a 
unique story from every angle, while a three-time Grammy winning soundtrack 
sets the backdrop for thrilling aerial acrobatics, colorful new imagery and 
reimagined choreography.  LOVE is Cirque du Soleil’s purest interpretation of 
the Beatles’ vast legacy that changed both entertainment and the world. 

Igor Levit is “like no other pianist” (The 
New Yorker). Called “one of the essential 
artists of his generation” (The New York 
Times), he performs with startling intensity, 
piercing intelligence, and fiery passion each 
time he is at the keyboard. His repertoire 
is endlessly eclectic, playing and recording 
music that spans J. S. Bach to Beethoven 
to Bill Evans. This program reflects the 
remarkable breadth of his art with one of 
Beethoven’s final piano sonatas, a new 
work by composer-pianist Fred Hersch, 
Liszt’s epic Sonata in B Minor, and an 
arrangement of Wagner’s Prelude to Tristan 
und Isolde. 

The Los Angeles Press Club is thrilled to announce the winner of its 7th 
annual Veritas Award for Best Film Based on or Inspired by Real Events and 
People. This award is voted on by the 1,000 members-strong LAPC, and the 
films under consideration are judged equally on fidelity of subject matter and 
artistic excellence.

The clear winner is King Richard, directed by Reinaldo Marcus Green 
and produced by Tim White, Trevor White and the film’s star, Will Smith, 
and distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures. The movie follows the journey of a 
tight-knit family whose unwavering resolve and unconditional belief ultimately 
deliver two of the world’s greatest sports legends, Venus and Serena Williams.

Training on Compton, California’s neglected tennis courts—rain or 
shine—the young girls are shaped by their father’s unyielding commitment 
and their mother’s balanced perspective and keen intuition, defying the 
seemingly insurmountable odds and prevailing expectations laid before them.

The filmmakers stated, “Bringing the truth of this father, and this family, to 
the screen was incredibly rewarding. it’s not often we as audiences see—or, 
as filmmakers, get to tell—such a positive story about the Black community in 
film. Receiving this honor really brings it home for us, knowing that the Veritas 
Award recognizes the unsung heroes, not only for their triumphs but also, and 
more importantly, their humanity.”

LOS ANGELES, CA – The 
Oscars® show producer Will Packer 
announced that veteran director Glenn 
Weiss will return to direct the 94th 
Oscars.   The Oscars will air live on 
ABC and broadcast outlets worldwide 
on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at 8 p.m. 
EDT/5 p.m. PDT.

ACADEMY LAUNCHES “SEEN,” A NEW INTERVIEW SERIES 
FOCUSED ON LATINX ARTISTS AND FILMMAKERS

his journey from troublemaker to trailblazer.  Leguizamo 
discusses maneuvering through the industry over his 
decades-long career, how he’s confronted stereotypical 
casting, and the underrepresentation of Latinx communities 
both in front of and behind the camera. 

In the series’ upcoming installments, Barili joins Edward 
James Olmos for a visit to students in the Youth Cinema 
Project program at Los Angeles County’s Bell Gardens 
Intermediate School and meets with Eva Longoria for a 
tour of California State University, Northridge, from which 
she received a master’s degree in Chicano Studies in 2013 
(episode available on February 7).

Glenn Weiss returns as director for 94th Oscars®

“You need someone with the 
deep technical knowledge and creative 
insights of Glenn to create an Oscars 
show that truly celebrates a global love 
of film. I’m fortunate to be working with 
him,” said Packer.

Weiss has directed numerous live 
televised events, including six previous 
Oscars shows, for which he won two 
Primetime Emmys®, and 20 Tony 
Awards® shows, which earned him 
three directing Primetime Emmys.  He 
also has won eight DGA Awards for his 
work on the Oscars and the Tonys.  

Weiss’ additional directing credits 

include last year’s multi-network 
Inaugural Night special “Celebrating 
America,” “The Democratic National 
Convention,” “The Kennedy Center 
Honors,” “The Primetime Emmy® 
Awards,” “American Music Awards,” 
“BET Awards,” “Peter Pan Live!,” “Dick 
Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’ Eve with 
Ryan Seacrest,” “Live from Lincoln 
Center,” “Academy of Country Music 
Awards,” “Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks 
Spectacular,” and many others.

The 94th Oscars will be held on 
Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Dolby® 
Theatre at Hollywood & Highland® in 
Hollywood and will be televised live on 
ABC and in more than 200 territories 
worldwide.

King Richard’ wins the 
LA Press Club’s Veritas Award

Beijing Winter Olympics pushing through: IOC
By IVAN STEWART SALDAJENO

BEIJING WINTER OLYMPICS Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee and chairman of 
the Central Military Commission, visits the National 
Speed Skating Oval in Beijing, capital of China on 
Jan. 4, 2022.  (Xinhua/Xie Huanchi)

ones will first undergo a three-week quarantine before they 
can enter assuming they remain safe from Covid-19.

The Philippines will be represented in the Winter 
Olympics by alpine skier Asa Miller.

Experience the Beatles

Igor Levit performs at Carnegie Hall

The Perfect Destination 
in Winter as well as Summer 

The Arlberg’s five charming villages 
have become the stars of Austria’s Alps. 
St. Anton, Lech, Zürs, St. Christoph, 
and Stuben combined offer quite a 
variety of classy mountain resorts, 
traditional Alpine events, outdoor nature 
explorations, and not to forget some of 
the best restaurants in entire Austria.

Travel

ARLBERG: CULTURE & MOUNTAINS



International News Media JANUARY 20228

2022


