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MANILA – The Congress on May 
19 proclaimed former senator Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. as the 
country’s new president and Davao City 
Mayor Sara Duterte as vice president 
following the fastest canvassing in the 
country’s election history.

The House and Senate, acting 
as the National Board of Canvassers 
(NBOC), approved the joint canvassing 
committee report and adopted the ac-
companying resolution of both cham-
bers on the proclamation of the duly 
elected winners in the May 9 presiden-
tial and vice presidential elections.

The joint congressional canvass-
ing committee, confirmed that Marcos 
had won the presidency by a landslide 
31,629,783 votes, or more than 16 
million votes ahead of second placer 
presidential candidate Leni Robredo.

Duterte, on the other hand, also 
overwhelmingly won the vice presi-
dential race in the Congress’ official 
count with 32,208,417 votes, or a huge 
margin of 22 million over her closest 
rival, Senator Francis Pangilinan.

Senate President Vicente Sotto 

PROCLAIMED. Congress, sitting 
as National Board of Canvassers 

(NBOC), proclaims Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. as the 

country’s new president and Sara 
Duterte as vice president-elect at the 

House of Representatives session 
hall at Batasan Pambansa, Quezon 
City on Wednesday (May 25, 2022). 

The UniTeam’s tandem won by a 
landslide with Marcos garnering 

31.6 million votes and Duterte 
earning 32.2 million votes in the last 

May 9 polls. (PNA photo)

NEW YORK 
– The Philippine 
Consulate General in 
New York called on 
authorities “to do more 
to protect the vulner-
able” as it expressed 
outrage over a violent 
anti-Asian hate attack 
that left a 67-year-old 
Filipino woman seri-
ously injured.

The latest 
incident took place 
on Friday evening 
and came a few days 
after the Consul-

We extend our deep 
condolences to the family, 
loved ones, close friends and 
colleagues on the passing 
of Jesusa Sonora Poe, more 
popularly known as Susan 
Roces.

Ms. Roces was the 
Queen of Philippine Mov-
ies and her death is truly a 
big loss not only to the local 
entertainment industry but 
to all the people whose lives 
the beloved icon had touched 
and affected.

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with Ms. Roces 
and her family as we pray 
for the eternal repose of her 
soul.

In a world threatened by conflict, inequities, the climate crisis and pandemics, 
the Seventy-fifth session of the World Health Assembly stressed the importance of 
building a healthy and peaceful planet by harnessing science, data, technology and 
innovation.

This year’s session of the Health Assembly held from May 22-28 at the Palais 
des Nations in Geneva focused on the theme of “Health for Peace, Peace for 
Health”.

“The pandemic has undermined progress towards the health-related targets in 
Sustainable Development Goals and laid bare inequities within and between coun-
tries,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. 

“Sustained recovery will require more than ‘getting back on track’ and rein-
vesting in existing services and systems. We need a new approach, which means 
shifting priorities and focusing on the highest-impact interventions.”

The Justice Department tonight 
released the following statement from 
Attorney General Merrick B. Garland:

“Today, another mass shooting 
has taken the lives of innocent 
victims, including elementary school 
children and their teacher. This act of 
unspeakable violence has devastated 
an entire community and shaken our 
country. 

“FBI and ATF agents have 
responded to the scene, and the Justice 
Department is committed to providing 
our full support to our law enforcement 
partners on the ground in Texas and to 
the Uvalde community. 

“We join our fellow Americans in 
mourning this terrible loss and in their 
resolve to end this senseless violence.” 

A database of reports of UFOs now includes about 
400 incidents, up from 143 assessed in a report released 
about a year ago, a Navy intelligence official told lawmak-
ers at a recent congressional hearing.

MARCOS, DUTERTE PROCLAIMED 
WINNERS IN PH’S ELECTION

III and Speaker Lord Allan Velasco 
proclaimed Marcos and Duterte as duly 
elected President and Vice President.

The declaration comes after a two-
day official vote tally by the country’s 
National Board of Canvassers.

House Majority Leader Martin 
Romualdez highlighted that the voter 
turnout during the May 9 polls was at a 
record-breaking 83.11 percent with more 
than 55 million voters.

“Indeed, our democracy is alive 
and vibrant! The ever-growing political 
interest shown by our electorate is sym-
bolic of the people’s clamor for change, 
prosperity, and progress,” Romualdez 
said.

He noted that the Joint Committee 
canvassed a total of 171 certificates 
of canvass (CoCs), 132 of which were 
electronically transmitted to the Consoli-
dated and Canvassing System (CCS) by 
the Board of Canvassers of provinces, 
cities, and overseas absentee voting 
countries, while 39 were physically 
delivered to the Senate from the Special 
Board of Canvassers for overseas 
absentee voting, local absentee voting, 

and detainee voting.
He urged Filipinos to put political 

divisiveness behind them and to support 
the newly proclaimed top leaders of the 
country.

“With the country reeling from the 
impact of a global pandemic and other 
major calamities and disasters, it was 
evident that the nation was divided as to 
what direction to take in order to move 
forward. But the majority has spoken. It 
is high time that we listen to their voice 
and uphold the outcome of our demo-
cratic process,” he said. (PNA)

On the passing of Susan Roces
From the Office of the Presidential  Spokesperson 

Republic of the Philippines

DoJ Statement on the 
mass shooting at 

Robb Elementary School 
in Uvalde, TX

75th World Health Assembly focus 
on “Health for Peace, Peace for Health” 

New York authorities urged to do more 
after 67-year-old Filipina becomes the 
latest victim of anti-Asian hate crime

 67-year-old Filipino woman was seriously injured in 
the latest incident of a violent anti-Asian hate attack in 
Yonkers. (Screenshot from CBS New York).

ate reminded members of the Filipino 
Community to be vigilant and to take 
the necessary precautions following two 
shoving incidents in Queens that left two 
elderly Filipino women injured.

According to the Consulate the 
victim was entering her apartment 
building in Yonkers, New York, when 
she was attacked from behind by the 
suspect who punched and stomped her 

more than 125 times. The victim, who 
sustained fractures and lacerations to 
the head and face as well as bleeding in 
the brain, is recovering in a hospital.

The suspect, who had 14 previous 
arrests and multiple convictions, was 
immediately arrested and charged him 
with attempted murder as a hate crime 
as he was shouting anti-Asian slurs 
while he was beating up the victim. 

Military’s UFO database has info from about 400 reported incidents

Deputy Director of Naval Intelligence Scott Bray, left, and 
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity Ronald Moultrie speak during a House Intelligence, 
Counterterrorism, Counterintelligence, and Counter-
proliferation Subcommittee hearing on “Unidentified 
Aerial Phenomena” on Capitol Hill in Washington. (Alex 
Brandon/AP)

The military’s 2021 report said no evidence of aliens had 
been found. Scott W. Bray, the deputy director of Naval intel-
ligence, told lawmakers that they still haven’t uncovered anything 
“nonterrestrial in origin,” even though there are incidents they 
can’t explain.

None of the documented objects had attempted to com-
municate with U.S. aviators, and no attempt had been made 
to communicate with them, he said, as they all appeared to be 
Reports of unidentified flying objects – now called unexplained 
aerial phenomena or UAPs by the military –have been increasing, 
said Bray. He cited improved sensors, an increase in drones and 
other non-military unmanned aerial systems, and “aerial clutter” 
such as Mylar balloons as causes for the uptick.

Incidents in the 2021 report date as far back as 2004 and 
were based on both sensor data and observations by military 
aviators, said Many of the latest entries do not have sensor data 
— they’re from people coming forward with older stories that they 
chose not to report at the time, Bray said. That’s evidence that the 
military’s drive to destigmatize such reports is working, he Navy 
and air force crews now have step-by-step procedures for report-
ing UAPs on their kneeboard, in the cockpit,” Bray said.- NPR
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MANILA —On May 13, the U.S. 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency 
(DTRA) concluded its two-week training 
course with the Philippine Bureau of 
Fire Protection (BFP) on countering 
weapons of mass destruction (CWMD). 

This training, which involved more 
than 100 participants from each region 
across the Philippines, focused on the 
risks that first responders face when 
encountering a Chemical, Biological, 
Radioactive and Nuclear (CBRN) inci-
dent.  A CBRN incident can be acciden-
tal or intentional, and BFP officers use 
their specialized equipment to ascertain 
what type of chemical or other material 
is present.

The CWMD Operations course 
enabled the students to analyze an 
incident, plan the initial response, and 
implement defensive actions to include: 
the selection and use of personal 
protective equipment, air monitoring and 
sampling, technical and mass decon-
tamination, victim rescue and recovery, 
defensive product control, evidence 
preservation, and illicit laboratory and 

The U.S. Mission in India (com-
prising the Embassy in New Delhi and 
Consulates General in Mumbai, Chen-
nai, Kolkata, and Hyderabad) today 
released a star-studded video message 
to celebrate 75 years of U.S.-India rela-
tions, with participation by some of the 
most iconic and accomplished Indian 
Americans and Indians in America, 
whose remarkable contributions reflect 
the journey of Indians in the United 
States over the past 75 years. The full 
video can be viewed on Twitter, Face-
book, and YouTube.

Chargé d’Affaires Patricia Lacina 
stated: “At the core of the U.S.-India 
partnership are the countless personal 
friendships formed over the years be-
tween individual Americans and Indians 
as they study, work, live, and learn 
together. 

The contributors to this video stand 
at the pinnacle of their respective fields 
of endeavor, highlighting the many ways 
that these people-to-people connections 
have helped both our countries thrive.”

The video features (in alphabeti-
cal order): tennis ambassador, philan-
thropist and filmmaker Ashok Amritraj; 
author and wellness pioneer Dr. Deepak 
Chopra; activist, first Indian Miss 
America and actor Nina Davuluri; CNN 
chief medical correspondent Dr. Sanjay 
Gupta; tabla virtuoso, composer and 
music ambassador Zakir Hussain; food 
and travel author, TV chef and actor 
Madhur Jaffrey; actor, producer and 
philanthropist Priyanka Chopra Jonas; 
television host, producer, food expert 
and author Padma Lakshmi; comedian, 
actor and television host Aasif Mandvi; 
literary author and journalist Suketu 
Mehta; U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Vivek 
Murthy; film director and producer 
Mira Nair; former chairman and CEO 
of PepsiCo and author Indra Nooyi; 
2019 Scripps Spelling Bee Champion 
Shruthika Padhy; 2020 TIME Magazine 
Kid of the Year, scientist and inventor 
Gitanjali Rao.

People-to-people ties are one 
of the cornerstones of the U.S.-India 
relationship. In 2019, 15 million Indian 
visitors traveled to the United States, 
and Americans are now the second-
largest group of foreign citizens visiting 

NewsBriefs
Gov’t adopts report on NATO membership

Every year on the last Mon-
day in May, our country pauses to 
honor those service members who 
have given the ultimate sacrifice in 
defense of our freedom.  The Memo-
rial Day holiday—which first began 
as a commemoration of fallen Union 
soldiers who gave their lives to over-
throw the tyranny of slavery—is an 
opportunity not only to honor these 
fallen heroes, but to also express 
our collective gratitude and appre-
ciation for those service members 
who work each day to safeguard our 
country.  The Civil Rights Division 
(“Division”) houses the Service 

U.S., PHILIPPINES TRAIN TO COUNTER
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION

Firefighters from the Philippine Bureau of Fire Protection participate in 
the U.S. Defense Threat Reduction Agency’s two-week training course on 
countering weapons of mass destruction, which focused on the risks that 
first responders face when encountering a Chemical, Biological, Radioac-
tive and Nuclear incident.

improvised device awareness. 
The CWMD Technicians course 

allowed tactical leaders to analyze 
a problem, plan and implement a 
response, evaluate progress, adjust 
as needed, and assist in terminating a 
WMD incident. 

DTRA has been a longtime partner 
of BFP, enabling both the U.S. and 

the Philippines to learn best practices 
from each other.  As the premier CBRN 
response agency in the Philippines, 
BFP continuously holds refresher and 
sustainment training on the tactics, 
techniques, and procedures necessary 
to stay ahead of the emerging risks and 
threats to the Philippines. 

WHO and partners are working to 
better understand the extent and cause 
of an outbreak of monkeypox. The virus 
is endemic in some animal populations 
in a number of countries, leading to oc-
casional outbreaks among local people 
and travelers. The recent outbreaks 
reported across 11 countries so far are 
atypical, as they are occurring in non-
endemic countries.

There are about 80 confirmed 
cases so far, and 50 pending inves-
tigations. More cases are likely to be 
reported as surveillance expands.

WHO is working with the affected 
countries and others to expand disease 
surveillance to find and support people 
who may be affected, and to provide 
guidance on how to manage the dis-
ease. We continue to convene meetings 
of experts and technical advisory groups 
(such as the meeting today of the 
Strategic & Technical Advisory Group 
on Infectious Hazards with Pandemic 
and Epidemic Potential [STAG-IH]) to 

MEMORIAL DAY

members and Veterans Initiative (“SVI”), which works to protect the rights of 
service members, veterans, and their families. - Department of Justice

United States Joins with Indian diaspora luminaries 
to celebrate 75 years of U.S.-India relations

WHO working closely with countries 
responding to monkeypox 

share information on the disease and 
response strategies.

WHO continues to receive updates 
on the status of ongoing outbreaks in 
endemic countries.

Monkeypox spreads differently 
from COVID-19. WHO encourages 
people to stay informed from reliable 
sources, such as national health au-
thorities, on the extent of the outbreak in 
their community (if any), symptoms and 
prevention.

As monkeypox spreads through 
close contact, the response should 
focus on the people affected and their 
close contacts. People who closely 
interact with someone who is infectious 
are at greater risk for infection: this 
includes health workers, household 
members and sexual partners.

Stigmatizing groups of people be-
cause of a disease is never acceptable. 
It can be a barrier to ending an outbreak 
as it may prevent people from seeking 
care, and lead to undetected spread. 

India. Approximately 200,000 Indian 
students currently enrich U.S. university 

campuses as they pursue higher educa-
tion opportunities. 

The Indian American diaspora 
numbers an estimated four million 
people, and roughly one-third of all 
immigrant-founded start-ups in the 
United States have Indian founders.

The U.S. Mission in India will con-
tinue 75th Anniversary celebrations with 
a range of events across the country 
throughout this year.

The Federal Trade Commission took action against apparel company Li-
ons Not Sheep Products, LLC, and its owner Sean Whalen for falsely claiming 
that its imported apparel is Made in USA. According to the FTC’s complaint, 
the company added phony Made in USA labels to clothing and accessories 
imported from China and other countries.  The FTC’s proposed order requires 
Lions Not Sheep and Whalen to stop making bogus Made in USA claims, 
come clean about foreign production, and pay a monetary judgment.

A Haitian national was indicted by a federal grand jury in the District of 
Columbia for conspiracy to commit hostage taking for his role in the armed 
kidnapping of 16 U.S. citizens in Haiti in the fall of 2021. The victims were 
Christian missionaries serving in Haiti and most of them were held captive 
for 61 days before escaping. The indictment charges Joly Germine, 29, aka 
Yonyon, who is described as a leader of the 400 Mawozo gang. He is the 
first defendant to be charged in connection with the missionaries’ kidnapping. 
Germine was previously charged with firearms trafficking in a separate case 
in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. The Haitian government 
transferred Germine from a Haitian jail into U.S. custody on May 3, 2022, on 
the basis of an arrest warrant in that matter.

Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine , a fundamental change has taken 
place in the security and operating environment of Finland and Europe . On 
Sunday , 15 May , the Government adopted the Report on Finland’s Accession 
to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization ( NATO). 

Greg Warren Clarke, 29, of Montego Bay, Jamaica, was extradited to 
the United States and made his initial appearance in Miami federal court on 
charges relating to his participation in a bogus lottery scheme that targeted 
elderly victims in the United States. The indictment was filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of Florida in April 2019 and was unsealed upon 
the defendant’s extradition to the United States. 

Jamaican national extradited in connection with fake 
lottery scheme that targeted elderly victims in U.S.

FTC takes action vs. apparel company for using 
bogus ‘Made in USA’ labels on clothing from China

Haitian charged with conspiracy to commit hostage 
taking for kidnapping of 16 U.S. missionaries in 2021



International News MediaMAY 2022 3

INTERNATIONAL NEWS MEDIA
An Exclusive Interview by AWEE ABAYARI with 

Ray-Ann Duran and Chef Jhett Duran,
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By :
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    May 2022, Washington , DC
AWEE ABAYARI: Who is Ray-Ann Duran?
RAY-ANN DURAN: I was born and raised in 

Mabalacat , Pampanga. My parents, Salvador and 
Rosanna Baculanlan inspired me to work hard and 
be independent. I became a businesswoman and the 
family’s breadwinner at a very young age because I 
wanted to help my siblings, Rodel, Rose Ann, Willie  
and Randy finish their education. Time came when 
I decided to sell my businesses to live in the United 
States to follow my heart . I am now married with one 
child, Nathalie Nicole. 

AWEE ABAYARI: What was your first year in the 
United States like?

RAY-ANN DURAN: It was different and quite 
a change for me but I was ready for it. I worked and 
studied full time and took care of the household. If I 
had a lot of help back home, here I quickly realized it 
was different. However, I knew early on that this was 
just part of achieving my goal to become a business-
woman in the United States.

AWEE ABAYARI: When did you finally decide 
to set up your own restaurant business in the United 
States and what were your challenges?

RAY-ANN DURAN: After a few years of working 
hard and saving money, we decided to start our first 
restaurant . It was not easy. There was a lot of research, 
several negotiations and networking to be made 
and some frustrations along the way especially when 
some people did not meet your expectations. Thru 
patience and humility, we were able to open our first 
restaurant even during the pandemic and with God’s 
help, it was an instant hit!

AWEE ABAYARI: Why do you think your first 
venture was successful?

RAY-ANN DURAN: I think it is because we were 

AWEE ABAYARI: Why do you think people con-
sider you an excellent cook and a respected Chef ?

CHEF JHETT DURAN: I guess it is because I al-
ways use the best quality and natural ingredients for 
all the food that we prepare. I do not use MSG. Most 
importantly, I put a lot of love in everything that I do. 

AWEE ABAYARI: Where did you learn how to 
cook?

CHEF JHETT DURAN: I actually did not go to any 
culinary school. I just cooked at home and tried many 
recipes and I taught myself how to mix ingredients 
to perfect the taste. I also had a lot of practice where I 
worked before. My office mates would always request 
me to cook for them during special events and in so 
doing, I had a lot of practice. They were actually the 
ones who encouraged me to put up a restaurant. 

AWEE ABAYARI: What type of Philippine cuisine 
do you offer?

CHEF JHETT DURAN: I come from Cabanggan, 
Zambales but I prepare food from the various regions 
of the Philippines especially the most favorite recipes 
like adobo, pancit, lumpia, kaldereta, sisig, pinakbet, 
lechon and many others, including desserts. I have 
varied menus everyday but I prepare the favorites of 
our customers regularly . 

AWEE ABAYARI : Being the Chef can be very 
challenging especially when you have three restau-
rants now open ? 

JHETT DURAN: That is true. As a matter of fact, I 
keep training people so I can have reliable assistants 
and cooks that can learn my “personal way of cooking 
“ that people have learned to love.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS MEDIA

Award of Recognition
given to

Ray-Ann Duran & Chef Jhett Duran
Owners of Kamayan Fiesta

for their excellent culinary skills, hard work, determination, perseverance 
and undying passion to promote the best traditional and authentic 

Philippine cuisine in the United  States making them the top choice in the 
international community  worthy of praise and emulation.

Ray-Ann and Jhett Duran at the Springfield 
location of Kamayan Fiesta.

Kamayan Fiesta’s Maryland location.

Kamayan Fiesta’s Falls Church location.Ray-Ann and Jhett Duran with their daughter.

equipped with 
knowledge 
about our busi-
ness and we did 
our homework. 
We knew what 
food to offer and 
we prepared ev-
erything think-
ing of quality. 
Chef Jhett is the 
best . 

AWEE 
ABAYARI: What 
is the future for 

Ray-Ann Duran, business-
woman/actress.

Kamayan Fiesta? Any plans for expansion?
RAY-ANN DURAN: Actually , with the success 

of our first restaurant in Springfield, we opened two 
other locations, one in Falls Church and the most 
recent in Maryland, all within a year and during the 
pandemic! Now, I even receive offers to franchise our 
restaurant but I still have to think about it. 

AWEE ABAYARI : Congratulations ! What advice 
would you give to people who would like to do busi-
ness in the United States ? 

RAY-ANN DURAN: It is important to know what 
your goals are and work hard towards them. You 
have to know everything about your business and be 
hands on. Be humble and do not be extravagant. We 
live a simple life because we know that money is hard 
earned and we want to spend it wisely. Most impor-
tantly, love what you do and have faith in God. 

AWEE ABAYARI : You are a true inspiration. 
Thank you and I wish you continued success in all your 
undertakings. 

AWEE ABAYARI : What are your tips for future 
chefs ?

CHEF JHETT DURAN : In cooking , always have 
the complete ingredients and only use the best . Do 
not use MSG for a more natural taste and healthier 
food . Last but not the least, put a lot of love in your 
cooking . 

AWEE ABAYARI: Thank you , Chef Jhett for 
always serving the best. You are an inspiration.

On Earth Day 2022, Ambassador 
Arthur Sinodinos toured the National 
Aquarium’s Australia: Wild Extremes ex-
hibit with 30 students from the Embassy’s 
adopted school, Tyler Elementary School 
in Washington, DC.

 Ambassador Sinodinos then pre-
sented the Aquarium with a donation to 
expand access for students and families to 
the Aquarium’s virtual Australian Adven-

Embassy gifts the National Aquarium donation 
to expand access to education progranning

ture field trip experience, and for fututre 
collaborative educational programming 
with the Embassy.

The Aquarium has worked closely 
with the Embassy since envisioning and 
opening their Australia: Wild Extremes 
exhibit. The students attended this event 
courtesy of the Washington Performing 
Arts’ Embassy Adoption Program. The 
partnership program with the District of 

Columbia Public Schools connects 75 
embassies and partners with fifth and 
sixth grade D.C. Public Schools classrooms 
for a year of learning about the arts, cul-
ture, history and geography of the class’s 
adopted region.

National Aquarium Curator, Jack 
Cover, led the students through four inter-
active stations where they learned about 
Australia and explored artefacts. 
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The Minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism, 
Reyes Maroto, finalised the presentation of the 
Study of Spain’s Positioning as a Tourist Destina-
tion, prepared by the El Cano Institute and TURE-
SPAÑA, reiterating that the Spanish Government 
is working intensely to receive international tourists 
as soon as possible.

 Reyes Maroto reiterated that the availabil-
ity of vaccines and the beginning of vaccination 
programmes in many countries offers a horizon of 
hope of immunising the majority of the population 
so that they are in a position to travel safely.

 “Our priority in 2021 is to reactivate tourism 
and resume safe mobility on a global scale as soon 
as possible. We are working to adopt a common 

WASHINGTON, – U.S. International Development 
Finance Corporation (DFC) and Fulbright University Vietnam 
(FUV) today signed a financing agreement for $37 million in 
DFC financing for FUV’s new campus in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam. Prime Minister of Vietnam Pham Minh Chinh wit-
nessed the signing ceremony on the margins of the U.S.-ASE-
AN Special Summit, a testament to the ongoing partnership 
between the United States Government, the Government of 
Vietnam, and the private sector to advance economic growth 
and opportunity in Vietnam.

With support from the United States and Vietnamese 
governments, this project seeks to close the gap between the 
demand for skilled employees in Vietnam’s workforce and 
educational opportunities in the country, which currently falls 
short of what Vietnam and the region need for further develop-
ment. Through its new campus, FUV plans to support Vietnam 
and the region in addressing complex and cross-cutting chal-
lenges including climate change, defensive cybersecurity, and 
urbanization.

“Fulbright University Vietnam is a smart and strategic 
investment for DFC. FUV has long benefited from bipartisan 
U.S. support as it develops its cutting-edge, technology-
focused curriculum,” said DFC CEO Scott Nathan. “DFC’s 
investment in FUV’s innovative new campus will help facilitate 
economic growth and opportunity for the next generation of 

Front Row, left to right: General Secretary for Labor Eva Landrich-
tinger, Federal Minister for Digital and Economic Affairs Margarete 
Schramböck, U.S. Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh, U.S. Undersec-
retary of Education James Kvaal, and Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Textiles, Consumer Goods, and Materials Industry and Analysis (U.S. 
Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration) Jen-
nifer Knight.  Back Row: Austrian Ambassador to the U.S. Martin 
Weiss, flanked by two Egger apprentices. 

Violence against hospitals, pa-
tients, doctors, and other health workers 
such as those now taking place during 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, destroy 
lives and the capacity of health systems 
to tend to those in need, combatant 
and civilian alike, according to Johns 
Hopkins University human rights expert 
Leonard Rubenstein, author of the re-
cently published Perilous Medicine: The 
Struggle to Protect Health Care from the 
Violence of War.

“There is credible evidence that 
Russia has attacked at least three hos-
pitals in Ukraine, and there are reports 
of others. These war crimes are part 
of a pattern of Russian conduct, which 
has included bombing many hospitals 
in its war in Chechnya two decades 
ago, as well as multiple hospitals in the 
ongoing war in Syria,” said Rubenstein, 
a lawyer who has investigated atrocities 
against health workers around the world. 
“Violence against hospitals, doctors, 
and other health workers undermines 
long-standing values and laws designed 
to ensure that sick and wounded people 
receive care.”

Rubenstein can also discuss how 
Russia’s actions are part of a growing 
global pattern of attacks against health 
workers, as political and military leaders 
evade their legal obligations to protect 
health care in war, punish doctors and 
nurses for adhering to their professional 
responsibilities, and fail to hold perpetra-
tors to account.

Rubenstein is a faculty member of 
the Johns Hopkins Berman Institute of 
Bioethics. 

You are cordially invited to the 
at the Embassy of Austria on Friday, 
June 3rd, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. One 
of the leading U.S. specialists on 
Europe and Russia, Dr. A. Wess 
Mitchell, will discuss the war in 
Europe and its effect on Austria and 
on U.S.-Austrian relations.

Dr. Mitchell served as the U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State for Eu-
rope and Eurasia from 2017 to 2019. 
In this role, Mitchell oversaw U.S. 
policy toward NATO, the EU, OSCE, 

International tourism continued its recovery in January 2022, with a much bet-
ter performance compared to the weak start to 2021. However, the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine adds pressure to existing economic uncertainties, coupled with many 
Covid-related travel restrictions still in place. Overall confidence could be affected 
and hamper the recovery of tourism. 

Based on the latest available data, global international tourist arrivals more 
than doubled (+130%) in January 2022 compared to 2021 - the 18 million more 
visitors recorded worldwide in the first month of this year equals the total increase 
for the whole of 2021

The war in Ukraine poses new challenges to the global economic environment 
and risks hampering the return of confidence in global travel. The US and the Asian 
source markets, which have started to open up, could be particularly impacted 
especially regarding travel to Europe, as these markets are historically more risk 
averse. - UNWTO

Spanish gov’t reiterates work to receive international tourists as soon as possible
framework of a series of planned actions to give 
confidence to tourists. We hope that at the end of 
spring and especially during the summer, interna-
tional travel will resume and travellers will choose 
Spain as their destination.”

 During her address, the minister highlighted 
that safety around health constitutes a barrier to 
travel for tourists but one that will not have a long-
term impact for Spain as a destination. 

This is evident in the study presented today 
and evidenced in continuous monitoring carried 
out by TURESPAÑA through active social listen-
ing tools: Spain’s image has not been harmed 
and there is a desire from tourists to return to the 
destination. 

Spain’s image and positioning as a tourism 
destination are a strength of the overall Spain 
brand on a global scale.  

Regarding tourism promotion, the general 
director of TURESPAÑA, Miguel Sanz, has indi-
cated that Spain wants to be identified as a safe 
destination and, to that effect, TURESPAÑA has 
launched an informative and promotional campaign 
titled “Travel Safe”. 

The aim is to restore confidence in travellers 
by informing them of the latest requirements and 
conditions and subsequently encourage them to 
book safe holidays to Spain.   

REFOCUS AUSTRIA IN THE UNITED STATES
At the signing the Memorandum of Understanding between the US and 

Austria to expand registered apprenticeships and to promote job creation in 
Austria and the United States. 

DFC, Fulbright University Vietnam, and Government of Vietnam 
partner to advance higher education and workforce development

DFC and FUV sign financing agreement for a $37 
million loan that is financing the construction of a new 
campus in Ho Chi Minh City, marking the next phase 
of the long-term U.S. partnership with Vietnam

students and workers in Vietnam and across the region.”
“DFC and Fulbright share a commitment to supporting 

the development of quality, accessible education in Vietnam. 
This significant support of DFC would bring us closer to one 
that is sustainable and community driven, and to a home for 
the leaders of tomorrow,” Fulbright University’s President Dam 
Bich Thuy said.

Annual Botstiber Lecture 
on Austrian-American Studies

Russia, the Caucasus and the Eastern Mediterranean. He currently serves as 
principal and co-founder at The Marathon Initiative, a think-tank dedicated to 
the study of great power competition. Prior to government service, Dr. Mitchell 
was president and CEO of the Center for European Policy Analysis (CEPA), 
which he co-founded in 2005. He is a fellow at Harvard University’s Belfer 
Center and a senior advisor at the US Institute of Peace. His most recent 
book is The Grand Strategy of the Habsburg Empire, published in 2018 by 
Princeton University Press. 

JOHNS HOPKINS EXPERT: 
ATTACKS ON 

UKRAINIAN HOSPITALS 
ARE WAR CRIMES 

Tourism enjoys strong start to 2022 
while facing new uncertainties
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INM Book Choice
THE CASE FOR MIRACLES:

by  LEE STROBEL
A Journalist Investigates Evidence of the Supernatural

New York Times bestsell-
ing author Lee Strobel trains his 
investigative sights on the hot-button 
question: is it really credible to be-
lieve God intervenes supernaturally 
in people’s lives today?

This provocative book starts 
with an unlikely interview in which 
America’s foremost skeptic builds a 
seemingly persuasive case against 
the miraculous. But then Strobel 
travels the country to quiz scholars 
to see whether they can offer solid 
answers to atheist objections. Along 
the way, he encounters astounding 
accounts of healings and other phe-
nomena that simply cannot be ex-
plained away by naturalistic causes. 
The book features the results of 
exclusive new scientific polling that 
shows miracle accounts are much 
more common than people think.

What’s more, Strobel delves 
into the most controversial question 
of all: what about miracles that don’t 
happen? If God canintervene in the 
world, why doesn’t he do it more of-
ten to relieve suffering? Many Ameri-

can Christians are embarrassed by 
the supernatural, not wanting to look 
odd or extreme to their neighbors. 
Yet, The Case for Miracles shows not 
only that the miraculous is possible, 
but that God still does intervene in 
our world in awe-inspiring ways. 
Here’s a unique book that examines 
all sides of this issue and comes 
away with a passionate defense for 
God’s divine action in lives today.

On May 30, the Church celebrates the feast day of Saint 
Joan of Joan of Arc. 

She was faithful to God’s will in her life. Although it 
seemed an impossible feat for a teenage girl to become a 
soldier, lead an army, and unite the country of France, Joan 
did just that because of her faith.

. Even when she was laughed at, she kept her focus on 
God and what he asked her to do. When things seem to be 
impossible in our lives, we can be like Joan and let our faith 
guide us, with courage and conviction. In the words of Pope 
Benedict XVI, Joan of Arc “fearlessly bore the great light of the 
Gospel in the complex events of history. . . . With her lumi-
nous witness St Joan of Arc invites us to a high standard of 
Christian living: to make prayer the guiding motive of our days; 
to have full trust in doing God’s will, whatever it may be; to 
live charity without favouritism, without limits and drawing, like 
her, from the Love of Jesus a profound love for the Church.” 
(General Audience, January 26, 2011)

When things seem to be impossible in our lives, we can 
be like Joan and let our faith guide us.

May Feast Day– Saint Joan of Arc

There are specific etiquette points 
that one should keep in mind for certain 
social situations, such as introducing 
yourself, not interrupting, and saying 
please and thank you. However, there 
are also more generalized rules that 
should be followed in regard to cell 
phone use. Here are some universal cell 
phone etiquette tips to keep in mind: 

• Although it may be tempting, 
avoid texting during face-to-face conver-
sations;

• Avoid accepting calls when 
you are in the middle of a face-to-face 
conversation;

• Avoid discussing personal 
topics in an area where others may hear 
you;

• Avoid using inappropriate 
pictures for a person’s contact photo;

• Be aware of the delay 
between when you speak and when the 
other person hears it;

• Be mindful about what you tag 
people in on Facebook;

• Don’t light up your screen in a 
dark theater;

• Don’t talk/text and drive;
• Use your Call Filter app for 

suspicious calls, but avoid using it for 
friends and family;

• End the continuing game of 

Very simply put, the Physical Activ-
ity Guidelines recommend that adults 
get at least 150 minutes of moderate-
intensity aerobic activity (anything that 
gets your heart beating faster) each 
week and at least 2 days per week of 
muscle-strengthening activity (anything 
that makes your muscles work harder 
than usual). 

Youth need 60 minutes or more of 
physical activity each day. Preschool-
aged children ages 3 to 5 years need 
to be active throughout the day – with 
adult caregivers encouraging active play 
– to enhance growth and development. 

Striving toward these goals and 
then continuing to get physical activity, 
in any safe way, contributes to better 
health outcomes – both immediately 
and over the long term. - Health.gov 

According to a new survey from Edward Jones, “Female Financial Empower-
ment,” while women have made significant strides in gender and income equality in 
the workplace, one of the biggest obstacles they continue to face is the tendency to 
“prioritize immediate family needs” over saving for their own future.

That certainly helps explain what the financial services firm acknowledges is 
an inherent conflict in the findings: Although seven out of 10 women polled say they 
feel “confident” in their financial knowledge, all too many have actually done little to 
generate their own long-term wealth.

The two other biggest challenges women need to surmount, according to the 
national sample of 1,004 adult women ages 18 and older, is waiting for the “perfect” 
time to invest (something men do as well), or something else to motivate them.

“Waiting for a raise or a significant life event, by definition, isn’t a financial 
strategy,” Richardson says. The key is to be flexible enough to adapt to changing 
situations so you can meet your long-term financial goals.” Edward Jones lays out a 
female-centric approach to handling your finances. Here’s how to get you started:

• Make yourself a priority by starting to invest now in order to give your money 
time to grow – never underestimating the power of a wondrous thing called com-
pound interest.

• Begin small with modest investments.
• Develop a goals-based financial strategy.

Tobacco use remains the single 
largest preventable cause of disease 
and premature death in the United 
States. According to the Surgeon 
General’s Report on Smoking and 
Health in 1964, more than 20 million 
people have died due to tobacco.

Cigarette smoking increases 
the risk of cancers of the mouth and 

End your meal with this sweet and 
healthy fruit salad.

Yield
6 servings
Ingredients:
3 oranges (peeled and chopped)
2 grapefruit (pink or red, peeled 

and chopped)
2 cups red grapes (seedless, 

halved)
1 container yogurt (low-fat, lemon)
1 teaspoon honey
Steps:
1. On a cutting board, cut tops 

and bottoms off of oranges and grape-
fruits so each piece of fruit has two flat 
ends.

2. Place fruit on one flat end and 
carefully cut off peel and pith from top to 
bottom.

3. Once peel is removed, chop 
up fruit. The fewer cuts made, the more 
juice will be kept in the fruit.

4. Halve the grapes.
5. Toss fruit in a bowl and refrig-

erate until thoroughly chilled, approxi-

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 
GUIDELINESGUIDELINES

General mobile phone etiquette

phone tag after 4 attempts of reaching 
out to an individual;

• Keep a distance of at least 
10 feet from the nearest person when 
talking on the phone;

• Put your phone on silent 
mode in theaters, restaurants, plays, 
performances, and any other group set-
ting where a ring tone may be bother-
some;

• Refrain from blaming the 
other person if there is a dropped call;

• Speak in a soft tone when 
taking calls in public;

• Try not to look things up (“fact 
check”) during a conversation, unless 
you are asked to.

Women prioritize immediate 
needs over long-term goals 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
CITRUS SALAD WITH LEMON YOGURT

mately 2 hours.
6. Add honey to yogurt. Drizzle 

mixture over fruit just before serving.
Notes
• If you do not have lemon 

yogurt, use vanilla yogurt and add 2 
tablespoons of lemon juice.

• Garnish with fresh mint.
Meal Type: Breakfast,  Snack
Category: Kid-Friendly
Food group: Fruits,  Dairy
Season: Spring,  Summer
Source: University of Minnesota 

Extension 

Health risks of smoking

throat, lung, esophagus, pancreas, cervix, kidney, bladder, stomach, colon, 
rectum, and liver, as well as acute myeloid leukemia. Some studies also link 
smoking to breast cancer and advanced-stage prostate cancer.

Smoking also greatly increases the risk of debilitating, long-term lung 
diseases such as emphysema and chronic bronchitis. It raises the risk for heart 
attack, stroke, blood vessel diseases, and eye diseases. 

No matter how old you are or how long you’ve smoked, quitting can help 
you live longer and be healthier. - Source: American Cancer Society 
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IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS
received by

FREE CONSULTATION WITH
Atty . Jack Golan 

3250 Wilshire Blvd., Ste 1918, Los Angeles, CA 90010 • Tel. 213 383 3222

Now that the April filing deadline 
has passed, most people are spending 
more time thinking about summer 
vacations than taxes. However, summer 
is a great time to review withholding 
and see if summer plans will affect next 
year’s tax return. 

Below are some common 
summertime tax situations and tips to 
help taxpayers figure out if they apply to 
their tax situation.

Getting married
Newlyweds should report any 

For the first time (after many years) there is a cut-off date for employment-
based immigrant visas for the Philippines.  This affects only the E3-W category 
for unskilled workers (such as housekeepers, child monitors, caregivers and 
any position that does not require at least 2 years experience).  The cut-off 
date goes back four (4) years, to May 8, 2019.  This means that only such 
sponsored workers whose Labor Certifications were filed on orbefore 5/8/2019 
can get their immigrant visas in the coming month of June 2022.

      Jack Golan

Looking for a new job or considering a business 
opportunity? Spot signs of a possible scam.

Scammers often target job seekers and prospective 
entrepreneurs with bogus employment and money-making 
offers. Although the FTC has investigated and stopped many 
of them, scammers are a relentless breed and continue to 
make deceptive pitches in online ads, on job websites, and 
on social media platforms. Knowing some of the red flags can 
help you spot these scams.

Job scams come in a variety of guises. Some fraudsters 
falsely claim to offer the inside track on executive positions, 
mystery shopper assignments, careers with the government, 
or jobs selling products. Others sell job listings or placement 
services that turn out to be worthless.

There are many con artists pitching bogus business 
opportunities to people looking to supplement their income. 

Some scammers cast a wide net, while others use 
publicly available information to tailor their pitches to 
particular people. Others disproportionately target prospective 

WASHINGTON—The Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) and 
the Department of Labor (DOL) has 
announced the availability of an 
additional 35,000 H-2B temporary 
nonagricultural worker visas during the 
second half of fiscal year (FY) 2022. 

These visas are for U.S. employers 
seeking to employ additional workers 
on or after April 1, 2022, through Sept. 
30, 2022. 

The supplemental H-2B visa 
allocation consists of 23,500 visas 
available to returning workers who 
received an H-2B visa or were otherwise 
granted H-2B status during one of the 
last three fiscal years. The semiannual 
cap of 33,000 visas for the second half 
of FY 2022 was reached on February 
25, 2022.  

The H-2B program permits 
employers to temporarily hire 
noncitizens to perform nonagricultural 
labor or services in the United States. 
The employment must be for a limited 
period of time, such as a one-time 
occurrence, or seasonal or intermittent 
need. Employers seeking to hire H-2B 
workers must take a series of steps 
to test the U.S. labor market. They 
must provide certification from DOL 
that proves there are not enough U.S. 
workers who are able, willing, qualified, 
and available to do the temporary 
work for which they seek a prospective 
foreign worker, and that employing the 
H-2B workers will not adversely affect 
the wages and working conditions of 
similarly employed U.S. workers. 

DHS will subject employers that 
have committed certain labor law 
violations in the H-2B program to 
additional scrutiny in the supplemental 
cap petition process. This is aimed at 
ensuring compliance with H-2B program 
requirements and obligations.

Scammers are always finding 
new ways to steal your money using 
cryptocurrency. To steer clear of a 
crypto con, here are some things to 
know.

• Only scammers demand 
payment in cryptocurrency. No 
legitimate business is going to demand 
you send cryptocurrency in advance.

• Only scammers will guarantee 
profits or big returns. 

• Never mix online dating and 
investment advice. 

Spot crypto-related scams
Investment scams are one of 

the top ways scammers trick you into 

WASHINGTON —The Internal Revenue Service reminded taxpayers 
that May includes National Hurricane Preparedness Week and is National 
Wildfire Awareness Month . This is a good time to create or review an 
emergency preparedness plan, including steps to protect important tax-related 
information.

The following tips are intended to help taxpayers prepare for a natural 
disaster.

• Secure key documents and make copies
Taxpayers should place original documents such as tax returns, birth 

certificates, deeds, titles and insurance policies inside waterproof containers in 
a secure space. Duplicates of these documents should be kept with a trusted 
person outside the area of the taxpayer. Scanning them for backup storage on 
electronic media such as a flash drive is another option that provides security 
and portability.

• Document valuables and equipment
Current photos or videos of a home or business’s contents can help 

support claims for insurance or tax benefits after a disaster. All property, 
especially expensive and high value items, should be recorded. 

• Employers should check fiduciary bonds
Employers who use payroll service providers should ask the provider if 

it has a fiduciary bond in place. The bond could protect the employer in the 
event of default by the payroll service provider. 

• Rebuilding documents
Reconstructing records after a disaster may be required for tax purposes, 

getting federal assistance or insurance reimbursement. 
• IRS stands ready to help
 Those impacted by a disaster with tax-related questions can contact 

the IRS at 866-562-5227 to speak with an IRS specialist trained to handle 
disaster-related issues.

WASHINGTON – In an effort to 
save lives, DEA is proud to join “Song 
for Charlie” and many of our valued 
public health, non-profit, and law 
enforcement partners in recognizing the 
first ever National Fentanyl Awareness 
Day. This day is an effort to educate 
individuals around the dangerous threat 
that fentanyl poses to the safety, health, 
and national security of the American 
people.

To mark National Fentanyl 
Awareness Day, DEA released a video 
announcement from DEA Administrator 
Anne Milgram stressing the dangers of 
fentanyl and the need for urgent action.

“Fentanyl is killing Americans at 
unprecedented rates,” said Milgram. 
“On this first-ever National Fentanyl 
Awareness Day, please help save 
lives by making sure you talk with your 

HOW TO SPOT SIGNS OF POSSIBLE JOB SCAMS
entrepreneurs in the Black and Latino communities.

But before you buy into a business opportunity, run it past 
a trustworthy person who has no affiliation with the company 
– for example, a mentor in your community affiliated with the 
SBA’s SCORE program. Also, consider this: 

• Do an online search for the name of the company 
along with words like “scam,” “review,” or “complaint.” It might 
lead to eye-opening reading about others who have lost 
money.

• Legit employers, including federal and state 
governments, will never ask you to pay to get a job. Anyone 
who does is a scammer.

• An honest potential employer will never send you a 
check and then tell you to send them part of the money. That’s 
a fake check scam.

• Success stories and testimonials might not be 
true or typical. Glowing stories of success could be fake or 
misleading, and positive online reviews may have come from 
made-up profiles. - Source: FTC

Additional H-2B 
visas for second 
half of fiscal year 

available

Ahead of hurricane season, IRS offers tips 
on ways  to prepare for natural disasters

School is out for the summer, but tax planning is year-round 

How to avoid cryptocurrency scams
buying cryptocurrency and sending it 
on to scammers. Scammers are also 
impersonating businesses, government 
agencies, and a love interest, among 
other tactics.

Investment scams
Investment scams often promise 

you can “make lots of money” with 
“zero risk,” and often start on social 
media or online dating apps or sites. 
These scams can, of course, start with 
an unexpected text, email, or call, too. 
And, with investment scams, crypto is 
central in two ways: it can be both the 
investment and the payment. Source: 
FTC 

name change to the Social Security 
Administration. They should also report 
an address change to the United States 
Postal Service, their employers and 
the IRS. To report a change of address 
for federal tax purposes, taxpayers 
must complete Form 8822, Change of 
Address and submit it to the IRS. This 
will help make sure they receive the 
documents they will need to file their 
taxes.

Sending kids to summer day camp
Unlike overnight camps, the cost of 

summer day camp may count towards 
the child and dependent care credit. 

Gig economy work
Taxpayers may earn summer 

income by providing on-demand work, 
services or goods, often through a 
digital platform like an app or website. 
Examples include ride sharing, delivery 
services and other activities. Those 
who do are encouraged to visit the Gig 
Economy Tax Center at IRS.gov to learn 
more about how participating in the gig 
economy can affect their taxes. IRS

DEA recognizes first ever 
National Fentanyl Awareness Day

friends and family about the dangers of 
this deadly drug.”

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that 
is approximately 50 times more potent 
than heroin and 100 times more potent 
than morphine.  It is inexpensive, 
widely available, and highly addictive. 
Drug traffickers are increasingly mixing 
fentanyl with other illicit drugs—in 
powder and pill form—to drive addiction 
and create repeat customers. Many 
people who are overdosing and dying 
don’t even know that they are taking 
fentanyl. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimates that in the 
United States, nearly 107,000 people 
died as the result of a drug overdose in 
the 12-month period ending November 
2021. Sixty-six percent of overdose 
deaths involved synthetic opioids such 
as fentanyl.

DEA has created a special exhibit 
for its museum, The Faces of Fentanyl, 
to commemorate the lives lost from 
fentanyl poisoning.  If you would like 
to submit a photo of a loved one lost 
to fentanyl, please submit their name 
and photo to fentanylawareness@dea.
gov, or post a photo and their name 
to social media using the hashtag 
#NationalFentanylAwarenessDay.

For more information on the 
dangers of fentanyl, visit www.DEA.gov/
fentanylawareness.
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Prado Museum, Spanish Museo del Prado, art museumin Madrid, housing the 
world’s richest and most comprehensivecollection of Spanish painting, as well as 
masterpieces of other schools of European painting, especially Italian and Flemish 
art.

The Prado’s building had its start in 1785 when Charles III commissioned the 
architect Juan de Villanueva to design a natural science museum. The construction 
of the Neoclassical-style building was interrupted during the Napoleonic Wars, but 
it was completed under Ferdinand VII in 1819 and was opened to the public as the 
Royal Museum of Painting. 

In 1868 it became the National Museum of the Prado after the exile of Isabella 
II, who had enlarged the collection with paintings from the royal palaces and the 
Escorial . 

The Prado contains the most complete collections in the world of the works of 
El Greco, Velázquez, and Francisco de Goya, as well as of such Spanish masters 
as José de Ribera and Francisco de Zurbarán. 

It has important works by Hiëronymus Bosch, Pieter Bruegel the Elder, 
Raphael, Tintoretto, Paolo Veronese, Peter Paul Rubens, Rembrandt, Anthony 
Van Dyck, Nicolas Poussin, Claude Lorrain, and Antoine Watteau. It also has a fine 
collection of Greco-Roman statuary. - Britannica .com

Travel

Join us in celebrating the 124th Anniversary of the Philippine 
Independence through a special concert entitled “Himig ng Kalayaan: 
Celebrating Filipino Excellence and Heritage” brought to you by The Filipino 
Channel in cooperation with the Philippine Embassy in Washington DC. 

It will be a night of music celebrating our Filipino bayanihan spirit on 
June 12, 2022at the DAR Constitution Hall in Washington D.C. Gates open at 
6:00PMso invite your family and friends and be serenaded by our very own 
Concert King Martin Nievera, Asia’s Nightingale Lani Misalucha, and The 
Broadway Barkada from New York.  

124th Anniversary of the 
Philippine Independence

DOT positions PH as top medical tourism destination

MANILA – The Department of Tourism (DOT) is planning 
to boost medical tourism in the Philippines, banking on the 
country’s world-class physicians and Filipino brand of caring.

Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said the 
pandemic-induced crisis has brought into light the importance 
of medical travel and wellness tourism.

“We see so much untapped potential in the health and 

Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat (PNA 
photo)

wellness industry. With world-class hospitals and facilities, 
skilled doctors and nurses, and the Filipino brand of 
hospitality, the Philippines is poised to become an attractive 
destination for medical tourism,” she said.

According to the most recent report available at the 
World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), international 
spending on medical tourism or health-related personal travel 
reached USD11 billion in 2017 alone, with the United States 
as the largest destination market.

In addition to being the world’s top inbound medical 
tourism destination, the US was also the world’s leading 
outbound market, with American citizens spending around 
USD2.3 billion on medical services abroad.

In developing a medical tourism sub-sector, the WTTC 
said governments should consider establishing smart 
regulation and recognized certification of medical facilities; 
visa facilitation policies; and financial incentives to attract 
investment into the tourism product.

Juergen Steinmetz, a delegate at the recent WTTC 
Summit, agreed that Manila could become the next top 
medical tourism hub based on his first-hand experience of 
getting medical treatment at the Makati Medical Center for his 
left leg in April. (PNA)

CALLING ALL EDUCATORS!
In appreciation of teachers’ 

extraordinary contributions this year, 
Carnegie Hall is offering one lucky 
sweepstakes winner a relaxing 
trip for two to NYC. Enter now for 
a chance to win a self-care prize 
package including a three-night 
stay and spa experience at the Park 
Hyatt New York in July 2022, round-
trip travel for two people via United 
Airlines, a pair of tickets to one of the 
national youth ensembles’ concert, 
a private tour of Carnegie Hall and 
dinner for two.

For details and to enter 

2022 Teacher Self-Care Sweepstakes
Win a NYC Getaway from Carnegie Hall

the sweepstakes, go to: 
https://www.carnegiehall.org/
teacherselfcaresweepstakes

NEW YORK -- World Unite 
for Ukraine™, a global grassroots 
movement uniting millions of people 
around the world to support Ukrainians 
and ease the humanitarian crisis in 
Ukraine announced it will present a 
streaming, 90+ minute benefit concert 
event on June 16, 2022. Streamed to 
25+ countries, the event will feature 
music by Pink Floyd, AJR, Pat McGee 
Band and Crash Test Dummies among 
others, as well as appearances by 
actors Liev Schreiber and Pej Vahdat, 
Ukrainian-born multimedia artist Janina 
Pedan and other celebrities from the 
U.S., Ukraine and other countries 
across the globe. 

Veteran concert event producer 
Simon Kinney serves as the executive 
producer of the event. 

The World Unite for Ukraine 
event currently features music and 
appearances by leading U.S., Ukrainian 
and international artists, actors and 
other global celebrities,

Top artists, actors and celebrities 
will also participate with messages 
of support and inspiration, along with 
powerful stories from Ukraine that will 
highlight the country’s history, culture 
and the devastating impact the war has 
had on Ukraine and its people.

The event stream will begin on 
streaming platform Mandolin at 8 p.m. 
ET on June 16, 2022. It will also be 
available on-demand for at least 24 
hours after the event.

World Unite for Ukraine 
Global Concert Event 
to Stream on June 16

PRADO MUSEUM
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Memorial Day
BY HISTORY.COM Editors 

Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, honoring the men and 
women who died while serving in the U.S. military. Memorial Day 2022 will occur on Monday, May 30. 

Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in the years following the Civil War and became 
an official federal holiday in 1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries 
or memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in parades. Unofficially, it marks the 

beginning of the summer season. 


