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MARCOS DELIVERS ‘DATA-DRIVEN’ SONA
By FILANE MIKEE CERVANTES (PNA)

MANILA – In an hour-long speech,
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
delivered a “data-driven” State of the
Nation Address (SONA) that laid out
his plans for the Philippines for the six
years.
Marcos’ first SONA was one hour
and 14 minutes long that tackled the
government’s agenda on economic
recovery, Covid-19 pandemic response,
resumption of face-to-face classes, as
well as the legislative priorities for his
administration.
His notably most applauded
statements in his speech were about
bringing the much-needed health
facilities beyond Manila, and not
surrendering even a square inch of the
country’s territory, referring to Manila’s
ongoing territorial dispute with other
littoral states over the South China Sea.
“Para mailapit natin ang healthcare

system sa taumbayan nang hindi sila
kailangang pumunta sa sentro ng
kanilang bayan, lalawigan at rehiyon.
Maglalagay tayo ng mga clinic at Rural
Health Unit na pupuntahan ng mga
doktor,nurse, midwife, at med tech
isang beses sa isang linggo -- nang sa
gayon, magiging mas madali sa may
karamdaman na magpagamot nang
hindi na kailangang magbyahe nang
malayo (We will bring the health care
system closer to the people so that they
will no longer have to go to the centers
of their town, province, and region. We’ll
put up clinics and Rural Health Units
[RHUs] to be visited by doctors, nurses,
midwives and med techs once a week
-- it would be easier for the sick to be
treated without having to travel far),”
Marcos said.
Marcos also focused on the theme
of continuity, as he vowed to continue

Statement of Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken on the
Passing of Former Prime Minister of Japan Abe Shinzo

Together with the people of the United States, I offer my sincerest
condolences on the tragic passing of former Prime Minister of Japan Abe
Shinzo. Prime Minister Abe was a global leader and unwavering ally and friend
of the United States, whose vision of a Free and Open Indo-Pacific lifted our
Alliance cooperation to new heights.
We offer our thoughts to Prime Minister Abe’s family and the people of
Japan. Together with them and the world, we mourn his passing.

COVID-19 pandemic fuels largest continued
backslide in vaccinations in three decades
WHO and UNICEF sound the alarm as new data shows global vaccination
coverage continued to decline in 2021, with 25 million infants missing out on
lifesaving vaccines .
The largest sustained decline in childhood vaccinations in approximately 30
years has been recorded in official data published by WHO and UNICEF. The
percentage of children who received three doses of the vaccine against diphtheria,
tetanus and pertussis (DTP3) – a marker for immunization coverage within and
across countries – fell 5 percentage points between 2019 and 2021 to 81 per cent.
As a result, 25 million children missed out on one or more doses of DTP
through routine immunization services in 2021 alone. This is 2 million more than
those who missed out in 2020 and 6 million more than in 2019, highlighting the
growing number of children at risk from devastating but preventable diseases.
The decline was due to many factors including an increased number of children
living in conflict and fragile settings where immunization access is often challenging,
increased misinformation and COVID-19 related issues such as service and
supply chain disruptions, resource diversion to response efforts, and containment
measures that limited immunization service access and availability.

DHS to expand security cooperation
with Qatar and the United Arab Emirates

WASHINGTON – Last week, Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Under
Secretary for Policy Robert Silvers was in Qatar and the United Arab Emirates to
expand security cooperation between the United States and each nation, and to
advance key homeland security agreements and objectives.
In Doha, Qatar, Under Secretary Silvers signed security arrangements with the
State of Qatar, engaged with key Qatari government partners on a range of joint
security issues, and reaffirmed DHS’s commitment to enhance Qatar’s security of
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
In the United Arab Emirates, Under Secretary Silvers engaged with key
representatives from the Ministry of the Interior and the Dubai Police.

his predecessor’s ambitious “Build,
Build, Build” infrastructure program but
with a new focus on developing the
country’s railway system, as well as tax
administration reforms of the previous
administration.
Marcos directed the Department
of Transportation (DOTr) to build upon
already existing lines by modernizing
old railway systems.
“Full speed ahead! Improving our
railway system, along with modernizing
existing airports and seaports, will
maximize our strategic location in the
Pacific. And connect our many islands,”
he said.
Over 1,300 guests graced
the event to witness first-hand the
President’s address inside the newlyrenovated plenary hall from lawmakers,
Cabinet officials, members of the
diplomatic corps, and other guests.

DATA DRIVEN. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. delivers first State of the
Nation Address (SONA) at the Batasang Pambansa in Quezon City on Monday (July 25, 2022). Marcos’ SONA lasted for one hour and 14 minutes. (PNA
photo by Avito Dalan)

Operation Lone Star fights
deadly fentanyl crisis
coming across border

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
signs the Artemis Accords

Governor Greg Abbott, the Texas
Department of Public Safety (DPS), and
the Texas National Guard are continuing
to work together to secure the border,
stop the smuggling of drugs, weapons,
and people into Texas, and prevent,
detect, and interdict transnational
criminal behavior between ports of entry.
Since the launch of Operation
Lone Star, the multi-agency effort has
led to more than 279,100 migrant
apprehensions and more than 17,100
criminal arrests, with more than 14,400
felony charges reported. More than
5,800 weapons and more than $43.5
million in currency have been seized.
Operation Lone Star continues to
fill the dangerous gaps left by the Biden
Administration’s refusal to secure the
border.
Every individual who is
apprehended or arrested and every
ounce of drugs seized would have
otherwise made their way into
communities across Texas and the
nation due to President Biden’s open
border policies.

The United States welcomes Saudi Arabia’s signing of the Artemis Accords
on July 14, affirming its commitment to safe, sustainable, and responsible space
exploration. Mohammed Saud al-Tamimi, CEO of the Saudi Space Commission,
signed the Accords on behalf of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and was joined during
a virtual ceremony by Her Royal Highness Princess Reema bint Bandar bin Sultan
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Ambassador to the United States, Abdullah bin Amer alSwaha, Saudi Minister of Communications and Information Technology, Bill Nelson,
Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Martina Strong,
Chargé d’Affaires for the United States Mission to Saudi Arabia, and Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary Jennifer R. Littlejohn from the Department of State
Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs.
The principles of the Artemis Accords, grounded in the Outer Space Treaty of
1967, advance the NASA-led Artemis program, which will put the first woman and
first person of color on the Moon and prepare the way for a human mission to Mars.
Artemis relies on a broad and diverse international coalition, working together to
achieve an historic and ambitious vision for human space exploration.
As Accords signatories, state actors advance responsible behavior in outer
space, including through the registration of space objects, deconfliction of activities,
release of scientific data, and provision of emergency assistance. Together,
signatories will reduce uncertainty and increase the safety of space operations to
facilitate the sustainable use of space to the benefit of all humankind.
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the 21st nation to sign the Accords, joining
Australia, Bahrain, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, France, Israel, Italy, Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Luxembourg, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland, Romania,
Singapore, Ukraine, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, and the United
States. Saudi Arabia is the seventh nation to sign the Artemis Accords since
January 2022 and the fourth Middle Eastern nation to join. - Dept. of State

FBI offers $100,000 reward for capture of
Ten Most Wanted Fugitive ‘Cryptoqueen’

The FBI New York, along with
the United States Attorney’s Office in
the Southern District of New York and
the IRS Criminal Investigation Newark
Field Office, named Ruja Ignatova
(a.k.a. “Cryptoqueen”) to the FBI Ten
Most Wanted Fugitive list for allegedly
defrauding investors of billions of
dollars. The FBI is offering a reward of
up to $100,000 for information leading
to her arrest.
A federal grand jury indicted
Ignatova, and the United States District
Court, Southern District of New York,
issued a warrant for her arrest in
October 2017. In February 2018, a
superseding indictment was issued
charging Ignatova with one count each
of Conspiracy to Commit Wire Fraud;
Wire Fraud; Conspiracy to Commit
Money Laundering; Conspiracy to
Commit Securities Fraud; and Securities
Fraud.
Investigators say Ignatova
allegedly took part in a large-scale fraud
International News Media

scheme. Beginning in approximately
2014, Ignatova and others are alleged to
have defrauded billions of dollars from
investors all over the world. Ignatova

was the founder of OneCoin Ltd., a
Bulgaria-based company that marketed
a purported cryptocurrency. If you have
information, callat 1-800-CALL-FBI.
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PRES. MARCOS REAPPOINTS ROMUALDEZ AS AMBASSADOR TO U.S. Child Food Benefits

Amb.Romualdez (right) reappointed by President Marcos, Jr. (left) at the
Malacanan Palace. (Photo courtesy: RTVM)

WASHINGTON, D.C. - President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has reappointed
H.E. Jose Manuel G. Romualdez as the
Philippine Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to the United States
of America, with concurrent jurisdiction
over the Commonwealth of Jamaica,
Republic of Haiti, Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago, Antigua and Barbuda,
Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, the
Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Vincent and Grenadines and Saint
Lucia.
Romualdez, who was appointed
ambassador to the US back in July
2017 by former president Rodrigo
Duterte, has been asked to stay on by
the new president to continue the work
he has been doing in Washington, D.C.

Last year, Romualdez was conferred the Order of Sikatuna, Rank of
Datu, Gold Distinction in recognition of
his efforts in strengthening the longstanding comprehensive and thriving
ties between the Philippines and the
US. The Order of Sikatuna is an order
of diplomatic merit conferred upon individuals who have rendered exceptional
and meritorious services to the Republic
of the Philippines.
Just recently, the US-Philippines
Society also honored the diplomat with
the Carlos P. Romulo Award for his
“superior diplomatic service” and for
being “a tireless and effective advocate
for deepening strategic and economic
engagement between the Philippines
and the United States.”

How U.S. students gain financial literacy

chance to develop critical thinking skills,
we can help prepare them to make
smart financial decisions throughout
their lives,” she said.
While many financial literacy
courses are aimed at teenagers,
younger students can also benefit.
“Financial education in elementary
[primary] school — starting even before
kindergarten — is essential for young
children as they are forming their behaviors and beliefs,” Levine says. She
expects it to make savvy consumers of
the next generation.

By LAUREN MONSEN

U.S. educators are adding personal finance classes to school curriculums.
According to the nonprofit Next
Gen Personal Finance, recently more
U.S. states have required students in
grades 9–12 to learn how to handle
money and manage a budget.
Because most school policy in the
U.S. is set at the state or county level,
not the national level, requirements can
vary. But Washington-based nonprofit
Jump$tart and the Council for Economic
Education co-publish the National Standards for Personal Finance Education
(PDF, 494KB), which schools may use
as a starting point and which helps
make financial courses across school
districts relatively consistent.
Offering the courses in underserved communities — where parents
might not have the experience to teach
their children about financial decisions — improves equity, according to
Laura Levine, who directs Jump$tart’s

Gianna Gurga teaches financial literacy at Dag Hammarskjold Middle
School in Connecticut. (© Michael Melia/AP Images)
conglomeration of businesses, finance
experts, government agencies and
institutions of higher education that promotes financial literacy among students.
“By introducing these students to
a financial system they may not have
previously been exposed to, giving them
reliable information and offering them a

Ivana Trump, first
wife of former
President Donald
Trump dies

Ivana Trump, the first wife of
former President Donald Trump,
has died at the age of 73, the
Trump family confirmed in a statement.
In a statement posted to Truth
Social, Donald Trump called his
first wife “a wonderful, beautiful,
and amazing woman, who led a
great and inspirational life.”
Ivana’s son Eric Trump commemorated his mother in a post on
Instagram.
“It is with deep sadness that
we announce the passing of our
beloved mother, Ivana Trump. Our
mother was an incredible woman
— a force in business, a worldclass athlete, a radiant beauty, and
caring mother and friend,”
“Ivana Trump was a survivor.
She fled from communism and
embraced this country. She taught
her children about grit and toughness, compassion and determination. She will be dearly missed by
her mother, her three children and
ten grandchildren.” (NPR)
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for Summer

WASHINGTON, D.C.– The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), in
partnership with states and territories
across the country, is working with
urgency to provide food benefits for the
summer months to eligible children.
As of July 8, 27 states and territories,
including Puerto Rico, are set up to
provide these benefits to an estimated
13 million children.
“For far too long, millions of
families have struggled to keep their
kids fed and healthy during the summer
while schools are out,” said Cindy Long,
administrator of USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service. “Child food benefits can
bridge the gap and help families provide
the nourishment their children deserve.
These benefits can help American families in need cope with rising food costs.”
States with approved plans to issue
electronic benefit transfer, commonly
known as EBT, for children over the
summer include:
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District
of Columbia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota, Montana, New Jersey, New
Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, Utah,
Vermont, Washington, West Virginia,
Wisconsin.
Families of eligible children
typically receive $391 per child for the
summer, with higher rates for families in
Alaska, Hawaii, and the territories.

PHILIPPINE EMBASSY WELCOMES 2022
FILIPINO YSEALI PROFESSIONAL FELLOWS

Charge d’Affaires, a.i. Jaime Ramon T. Ascalon, Jr. welcomed 10
YSEALI Fellows at the Embassy on 19 July. Seventeen (17) Filipinos
from across our nation were selected for the Young Southeast Asian
Leaders Initiative (YSEALI) Professional Fellows Program (PFP).
All Filipino Fellows arrived in the US on 13 June 2022 for their sixweek fellowship in selected cities.

SPYWARE:
COMPUTER & PHONE MONITORING SOFTWARE

Description/Risks
•
It enables a person to secretly monitor someone else’s entire computer
activity.
•
It can be installed remotely by sending an email, photo, or instant message.
•
It runs hidden on a computer. It is very difficult to detect and almost impossible to remove. Some secretly reinstall if removed.
•
It can record and send screenshots (pictures of what’s on the screen), all
keystrokes typed, web sites visited, emails sent, instant messages (IM), accounts
accessed, passwords typed, and more.
Safety Strategies
•
When you first get a new computer or phone, increase security by enabling firewalls for your computer, network or phone (see settings) and install or run
anti-spyware and anti-virus software; set your computer or device to automatically
install updates.- techsafety.org
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An Exclusive Interview by AWEE ABAYARI with

Dianne Yorro, Jollibee Marketing Director, North America

For more of the interview: www.youtube.com/AweeAbayari • www.youtube.com/AANewsMedia
AWEE ABAYARI: Tell us about your job.
DIANNE YORRO: I am the Marketing Director for Jollibee North America handling advertising
and promotions.

AWEE ABAYARI: Tell us the origin of the
name, Jollibee ?
DIANNE YORRO: Our founder, Tony Tan
Caktiong decided on the bee mascot to represent
the Filipino people: hard-working, good-hearted
and happy even though they are busy .

AWEE ABAYARI: How do you like your job?
DIANNE YORRO: I enjoy working for Jollibee.
This is my 13th year. So far so good. I love it. It
doesn’t feel like work.
AWEE ABAYARI: How did Jollibee start?
DIANNE YORRO: It started as a small family
business selling ice cream chain in the Philippines
in 1975 and then they began offering hot meals
and sandwiches including burgers. Jollibee is now
a dominant brand in the Philippines with around
1200 locations and over 1500 locations around the
world. In 1998, it opened in California and now
Jollibee has 82 locations in North America.
AWEE ABAYARI: What can you say about the

DIANNE YORRO
JOLLIBEE MARKETING DIRECTOR, U.S.
support of the community?
DIANNE YORRO: It is very humbling to see
the reaction of the people not only from the Filipinos but also from others in the local community
who are excited to try the brand.

AWEE ABAYARI: Is Jollibee a franchise
restaurant?
DIANNE YORRO: We are company owned in
the U.S. but we are looking for franchisees. We are
actively expanding in the United States.

SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket to launch
NASA’s Roman Space Telescope

NASA has chosen SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy rocket to
launch its next major space telescope, a wide-field observatory
that should directly complement the brand new James Webb
Space Telescope.
Originally known as the Wide Field InfraRed Survey
Telescope (WFIRST), NASA recently renamed the mission in
honor of Nancy Grace Roman, a foundational force behind the
Hubble Space Telescope.
Fittingly, the Roman Space Telescope’s basic design is
reminiscent of Hubble in many ways, owing to the fact that
the mission exists solely because the US National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) chose to donate an unused multi-billiondollar spy satellite – a satellite that was effectively a secret
Earth-facing version of Hubble.
However, thanks to decades of improvements in electronics, electromechanics, and the instrumentation side of
spacecraft and space telescopes, RST will be dramatically
more capable than the Hubble telescope it resembles. And
now, after a several-year fight for survival, the Roman Space
Telescope officially has a ride to space – SpaceX’s Falcon
Heavy rocket.
Falcon Heavy continues to be a bit of a paradox, winning
contract after contract for increasingly high-value flagship

OCA announces
new dates for 19th
Asian Games

Official emblem for the 19th Asian
Games. (Xinhua)
BEIJING – The Olympic Council of
Asia (OCA) announced the new dates
for the 19th Asian Games which will be
held in Hangzhou, China from Sept. 23
to Oct. 8, 2023.
The 19th Asian Games were
originally planned to be held from Sept.
10 to 25, 2022, but was postponed by
the OCA Executive Board on May 6 due
to the Covid-19 pandemic.
A Task Force was set up by the
OCA Executive Board to finalize the
new dates of the Games. (Xinhua)
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AWEE ABAYARI: What are the favorites at
Jollibee ?
DIANNE YORRO: Chicken joy , Spaghetti,
chicken sandwich original and spicy, and peach
mango pie
.
AWEE ABAYARI: Your message .
DIANNE YORRO: Come , visit us at any of
our Jollibee locations.
AWEE ABAYARI: Thank you .

WMO warns of frequent
heatwaves in decades ahead

WFIRST Roman Space Telescope
launches despite having not launched once in more than
three years. It’s a bit of a self-fulfilling prophecy, at this point,
as the major missions that are increasingly being entrusted
to Falcon Heavy are far more likely to run into significant
spacecraft-side delays.
At one point in late 2021, for example, SpaceX had five
Falcon Heavy launches tentatively planned in 2022 – all but
one of which had already been delayed several months to
a year or more. Seven months into 2022, not one of those
missions has launched and it’s looking increasingly likely that
Falcon Heavy will be lucky to fly at all this year.

Extreme heat has already spread over Portugal, Spain and France.
Extreme heat in western Europe is causing devastating wildfires in France
and Spain, unprecedented drought in Italy and Portugal, and the United Kingdom recorded its highest-ever temperature of just over 40 degrees Celsius on
Tuesday, July 19, at London’s Heathrow airport. UN News

EU agrees additional €500-M in military aid for Ukraine
BRUSSELS – The foreign ministers of the European Union (EU) member states on Monday agreed to grant Ukraine an additional 500 million euros
(USD507.7 million) in EU military aid.
Josep Borrell, high representative of the EU for foreign affairs and security
policy, told a news conference here following the Foreign Affairs Council meeting
that the ministers agreed on tightening the sanctions on Russia and closing the
loopholes in the current measures. The decision came after a video debriefing on
the latest developments by Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba.
Borrell said the ministers “unanimously agreed” on the need to continue to
stand firmly with Ukraine. The bloc’s total contribution in military aid now stands at
2.5 billion euros. (Xinhua)

Saudi Crown Prince to prioritize research, development,
and innovation to address global challenges

His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud,
Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman of the Supreme Committee
for Research, Development, and Innovation (RDI) announced today the National
Aspirations and Priorities for RDI for the next two decades. These aspirations and
priorities are: Health and Wellness; Sustainable Environment and Supply of Essential Needs; Energy and Industrial Leadership; and Economies of the Future. These
will enhance the Kingdom’s global competitiveness and leadership, in line with the
directions of Saudi Vision 2030, and strengthen the Kingdom’s position as the largest economy in the region.
On the RDI National Aspirations and Priorities, the Crown Prince said: “Our
ambition for Saudi Arabia is to become a global leader in research, development
and innovation with an annual investment equivalent to 2.5% of GDP in 2040. This
will diversify and add 60 Billion Saudi Riyals ($16 billion) to the economy in 2040
while creating high-value jobs in science and technology.”
International News Media
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An Exclusive Interview by AWEE ABAYARI with CARLOS PUENTE, PhD

International Lawyer and a Political and Economic Analyst • Expert in Eastern European Countries
• University Professor and a Book Author
For more of the interview: www.youtube.com/AweeAbayari • www.youtube.com/AANewsMedia
ECONOMIC SITUATION
AWEE ABAYARI: What is the current general economic situation around the world?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: The origin of the present economic situation is the Worldwide Recession of 2008
that started with the collapse of the Lehman Brothers in the USA. The impact spread immediately all over
Europe and the rest of the world. The Federal Reserve (FED), the European Central Bank (ECB) and other
Central Banks undertook the situation using a specific monetary policy, the Quantitative Easing (QE). This
form of monetary policy is a tool to reactivate the economic activity when inflation is low but it must be used for
a short period only . Monetary authorities used this means for a long time purchasing government bonds and
corporations assets. The result was an injection of a huge mass of money into the economies. For instance,
the FED purchased more than $4 trillion worth of assets during the period between 2009 and 2014. The ECB
followed this monetary policy and purchased a huge amount of debt from several European countries mainly:
Spain, Greece, Italy and Portugal.
The Pandemic arrived afterwards and inflation was a thread to the economies of most countries when
the economy recommenced its activity and the supply of raw materials and other strategic products suffered
shortages. The increase of inflation started before the invasion of Ukraine by Russia broke out. The real cause
of the present economic disaster is the wrong monetary policy of Mr. Ben Bernanke copying the policy of QE
implemented in Japan in 2001. The European Central Bank committed the same mistake.
The invasion of Ukraine by Russia and the Western sanctions have aggravated the world economic
situation, with an increase in the price of gas, oil, various raw materials and many agricultural products
depending on Russian supply. Sanctions against Russia have been a mistake, as well as ineffective, and have
caused significant damage to the Western economies
AWEE ABAYARI: Define inflation, stagflation and recession? In the United States consumer prices have
risen to 9.1% never seen since the last 40 years. Almost everything has become unaffordable and expensive
including homes, food and other basic necessities, gas etc. Where do you think this is leading to?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: Inflation is the generalized raise in the price level of goods and services. The
purchasing power of the population will decrease. In general, inflation benefits debtors and punishes creditors. It
also benefits the states through higher tax collection but it may affect the exchange rate of national currency.
There are several types of inflation: Demand inflation when demand increases but the supply cannot
increase production and Cost inflation when the cost of production increases. Other classifications of inflation
are: Galloping inflation when prices increase more than 20% and Hyperinflation when prices level rise over
1000 % per year. Examples of hyperinflation were Germany, in the interwar period, and several Latin American
countries, such as Argentina and Venezuela. A high rate of inflation over a long period can lead to political
instability, social unrest, and economic stagnation.
An economy is suffering stagflation when in a period with stagnant Gross National Product (GNP) a high
inflation rate exists causing a high unemployment rate among working class and many businesses collapse. A
recession is an economic crisis where the GNP drops for two successive quarters.
AWEE ABAYARI: How can inflation be avoided and what are the effective ways to control inflation?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: The mechanisms to fight inflation depend on the type of inflation. Demand
inflation can be controlled through fiscal and monetary measures: rising interest rates, bank controls, etc. Cost
inflation can be controlled by increasing productivity and using more efficient means of production. Monetary
authorities like the Central Banks are responsible for the control of inflation but governments deal with fiscal
policies.
RUSSIAN-UKRAINE WAR
AWEE ABAYARI: What are the effects of the Russian-Ukraine war and how is it affecting the world
economy?
DR.CARLOS PUENTE: The invasion of Ukraine by the Russian army was expected as a result of the lack
of respect of Russian minorities in Ukraine. Sanctions against Russia added problems to Western economies
because they affected the supply of oil, gas, raw materials and other products to industries in Europe and the
USA. The war itself has caused shortages in the supply of agricultural products to other countries in the Middle
East and Africa. Western governments committed a great mistake because they did not expect Russia to react
with retaliatory measures.
AWEE ABAYARI: What do you think about the involvement of the EU, the United States and the NATO?
What about China’s “ambivalent stand”?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: One of the main reasons of the invasion on Ukraine by Russia was the pressure
of NATO towards Russian frontiers.
Nobody will ever think that the USA government will not react if there were Chinese or Russian military
bases along the USA borders in Mexico or Canada? It already happened in 1962 when President Kennedy
decided the blockade of Cuba after the Soviet Union set up missile ramps in the Caribbean island. The world
was at the edge of a nuclear war. Henry Kissinger advised to withdraw American missile ramps in Turkey in
exchange for the dismantlement of the same weapons set up by the Soviets in Cuba.
In my opinion, the USA is pushing Europe against China with no reason. This does not mean that the
United States cannot deploy bases in other countries with their consent for the defense of its own interests.
During a period of its history, the United States defended an isolationist policy that was followed by other
periods of an interventionist policy in the affairs of other sovereign states. International relations are relations
in terms of power, as Hans Morgenthau explained in his work “The Struggle for Power and Peace”. Several
years ago, the old Henry Kissinger already warned that Ukraine should not be part of NATO and that it will be
counterproductive to expand NATO towards Russia’s borders, as President Bill Clinton began, violating the
promises made by his predecessor President Bush to Gorbachev.
AWEE ABAYARI: Will this current war give China reason to challenge the United States over Taiwan?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: Taiwan is a territorial part of the Peoples’ Republic of China. History shows that
the Republic of China founded by Chiang Kai Shek was the result of a civil war. When the red army of Mao
Tse Tung defeated the nationalist army of Chiang Kai Shek, he took refuge in a region of the country that was
part of China, the island of Taiwan. From the point of view of international law, this was recognized when the
People’s Republic of China replaced the Republic of China within the United Nations and other international
organizations.
China is not involved in aggressions to other countries and it was the Asian country that suffered most
during World War II with 23 million deaths. It is better not to provoke the giant that was attacked by Western
colonial countries many times during the 19th Century, mainly by British imperialist forces.
THE BEGINNINGS OF WORLD WAR III?
“On 24 February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine in a major escalation of the Russo-Ukrainian War that
began in 2014. The invasion caused Europe’s largest refugee crisis since World War II, with more than 9.1
4

million Ukrainians fleeing the country and a third of the population displaced.”
AWEE ABAYARI: As a knowledgeable political-economic analyst and an expert in world history, do you
see the beginnings of World War III as you compare it with how World War I and World War II began?
DR.CARLOS PUENTE: The current situation in Ukraine is the result of the treaties imposed by the Allies
(France, United Kingdom, Italy, Japan and other countries) to the Central Powers (II German Empire, AustroHungarian Empire, Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria). The First World War (1914-1918) was started by colonialist
and economic interests. In 1914 , the United States was an isolationist and neutral country but entered the
war in April 1917. The President Woodrow Wilson decided the map of Europe with his “14 points” policy
and the appearance of Ukraine from parts of several surrounding countries and this is the reason why there
are Russian, Hungarian and Polish minorities within the present Ukrainian borders. Poland emerged as an
independent country with access to the Baltic Sea through the “Dantzig Corridor”, which separated East Prussia
from the rest of Germany.
The Second World War (1939-1945) began due to the interest of Hitler’s Nazi Germany to unite Germany
and reunite the minorities of Germanic origin in a single country. The annexation of Austria, the invasion of
Czechoslovakia and the invasion of Poland, the latter in collaboration with Josef Stalin’s Soviet Union, were the
triggers for the war. The United States remained neutral and entered the war in December 1941, following the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
The current situation is completely different. It is a confrontation between powers with nuclear weapons
and a war is not foreseeable because it would be the end of the planet. There would be no winners. To avoid
unnecessary tensions, NATO must stop its provocations because it has intervened in Yugoslavia, Libya, Iraq,
Afghanistan, with disastrous results: thousands of innocent deaths, destruction of countries, waves of refugees,
etc.
AWEE ABAYARI: What do you think would be the most important points to consider for any possible
peace talks negotiation in the immediate future?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: The solution to the Ukraine crisis, which would have sparked the war, is
to respect the Minsk Agreements signed on February 12, 2015 by the Ukrainian President Porosheneko
and Vladimir Putin with the guarantee of the French President Hollande and the German Chancellor
Merkel. Presently, the government of Kyiv not only must reach an armistice, but Ukraine must recognize
the independence of the Donbass region and Crimea where most of the population is Russian. Western
governments promoted the coup against Ukraine’s constitutional president Yanukovych and have fueled the
current war with false promises to the current government in Kyiv..
****
Ukraine applied for membership on February 28. 2022 to become member of the European Union.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky requested immediate admission under a “new special procedure”, and
the presidents of eight EU states called for an accelerated accession”. Ukraine also applied to integrate with a
NATO membership Action Plan ) MAP).
AWEE ABAYARI: What is the status of their applications and how long do you think the entire process will
take?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: According to Article 49 of the Treaty of the European Union, to apply for EU
membership, a country must be European and respect the EU’s democratic values. It also needs stable
institutions that guarantee democracy and the rule of law; a functioning market economy; and the ability to take
on and carry out the obligations of EU membership.
In March 2022, Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova applied to join the EU. Parliament called for EU candidate
status to be given to Ukraine and Moldova “without delay” and to Georgia once it has completed the necessary
reforms. However, a political decision of the European Parliament, the Council or the European Commission
cannot violate existing legislation.
As the above mentioned Article 49 states, a country may apply to become a member of the Union. “The
European Parliament and national Parliaments shall be notified of this application. The applicant State shall
address its application to the Council, which shall act unanimously after consulting the Commission and after
receiving the consent of the European Parliament, which shall act by a majority of its component members.
The conditions of eligibility agreed upon by the European Council shall be taken into account.” The process of
negotiations may take several years.
NATO
“During a ceremony in Brussels, NATO ambassadors signed (July 5, 2022) the accession protocols that
will move Finland and Sweden a step closer to joining the alliance.” NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
said it was a historic day “for Finland, for Sweden, for NATO and for Euro-Atlantic security.” The accession
protocols now move to the alliance’s 30 member nations for national ratification according to the procedures of
the various NATO.
AWEE ABAYARI: What is your comment on Sweden and Finland joining NATO?
DR.CARLOS PUENTE: The accession of Sweden and Finland to NATO does not change the situation
of the organization since both countries are without great military importance. If Finland decides to authorize
the installation of missile ramps near the border with Russia, it is clearly a provocation and Russia will react
by installing missile ramps not only on the border with Finland but in Kaliningrad, the former German city of
Köningberg, behind NATO’s back.
AWEE ABAYARI: Can Russia afford a war with NATO?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: Russia will not start a war with NATO but if the Atlantic Organization provokes
Russia, it is very likely that nuclear-armed Russian naval forces will sail in the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic
Ocean near the coasts of the United States, Canada, United Kingdom, etc., even if they have bases in
Nicaragua, Venezuela or Cuba. It seems that NATO has not learned the lesson from Afghanistan. It is better to
maintain peaceful relations and prohibit weapons factories from contributing to the destruction of the world as
we know it.
GLOBAL ORDER
AWEE ABAYARI: With the pandemic, Russian-Ukraine war and with very serious climate change around
the world , how would you picture a new “global order”?
DR. CARLOS PUENTE: The world order has always been linked to the economic interests of the great
powers. The arms industry is the biggest threat to peace and the arms manufacturers are the most interested in
provoking conflicts but it is a moral problem. Politicians who make decisions that lead to deaths are despicable
people and are aided by individuals like the sepoys during the British colonialism. An example is the Secretary
General of NATO, which is an institution serving the interests of the governments of the United States and the
United Kingdom. Wouldn’t a new international order be better to avoid poverty and misery in the big cities of
the United States, the United Kingdom and many other countries? Noam Chomsky has denounced the hidden
interests of the great powers that are not interested in climate change but rather in the arms and drug trade.
AWEE ABAYARI: Thank you.
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INM Book Choice
THE END OF THE WORLD IS JUST THE BEGINNING
Mapping the Collapse of Civilization

Philippine Embassy conducts consular
outreach mission in Jacksonville, Florida

by PETER ZEIHAN
A New York Times Bestseller!
2019 was the last great year for
the world economy.
For generations, everything
has been getting faster, better, and
cheaper. Finally, we reached the
point that almost anything you could
ever want could be sent to your home
within days - even hours - of when
you decided you wanted it.
America made that happen,
but now America has lost interest in
keeping it going.
Globe-spanning supply chains
are only possible with the protection
of the U.S. Navy. The American dollar
underpins internationalized energy
and financial markets. Complex,
innovative industries were created
to satisfy American consumers.
American security policy forced warring nations to lay down their arms.
Billions of people have been fed and
educated as the American-led trade
system spread across the globe.
All of this was artificial. All this
was temporary. All this is ending.
In The End of the World is Just
the Beginning, author and geopolitical strategist Peter Zeihan maps
out the next world: a world where
countries or regions will have no
choice but to make their own goods,

The Embassy’s Consul General Iric Cruz Arribas administers the Philippine oath of allegiance for applicants of
Philippine and dual citizenship.
Mr. Aguirre and family members after the oath taking.

grow their own food, secure their own
energy, fight their own battles, and
do it all with populations that are both
shrinking and aging.
The list of countries that make
it all work is smaller than you think.
Which means everything about our
interconnected world - from how we
manufacture products, to how we
grow food, to how we keep the lights
on, to how we shuttle stuff about,
to how we pay for it all - is about to
change.
A world ending. A world beginning. Zeihan brings readers along for
an illuminating (and a bit terrifying)
ride packed with foresight, wit, and
his trademark irreverence.

WASHINGTON D.C. – The Philippine Embassy in
Washington DC conducted a consular outreach mission on
15 to 17 July 2022 serving some of the 30,000- strong Filipino
community in Jacksonville, the largest among the Filipino
communities in Florida.
During the 3-day mission, 756 passport renewal
applications were processed. 298 FIlipino-Americans have
also re-acquired Filipino citizenship, including Mr. Porfirio Luna
Aguirre of Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte. At 102 years old, Mr. Aguirre

may be the oldest dual citizenship applicant to date, whose
oath of allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines was
administered by the Embassy.
Volunteers from the various Filipino organizations
assisted the team in the conduct of the outreach mission:
Philippine Nurses Association, Travelers of Jacksonville,
Knights of Rizal and Auxiliary Group, to mention a few.
Consul General Iric C. Arribas led the 7-member consular
team.

THE ART OF PABLO PICASSO

For nearly 80 of his 91 years, Picasso devoted himself
to an artistic production that contributed significantly to the
whole development of modern art in the 20th century, notably
through the invention of Cubism(with the artist Georges
Braque) about 1907.
Building on the work of 19th-century art movements,
Cubism radically changed the course of representation
by acknowledging the illusionistic tricks required to depict
three-dimensional objects on a flat canvas. In rejecting

the naturalism that Western artists had favoured since the
Renaissance, Cubism consequently changed the ways in
which people think about the role of art. It ushered in the
abstract movements of the 20th century and continues to
influence the art of the 21st.
Picasso never kept within stylistic boundaries, and he
continued to experiment with different approaches and media
into the last decade of his life.
Source: Britannica.com
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Reputation and character of Abraham Lincoln

“Now he belongs to the ages,”
Stanton is supposed to have said as
Lincoln took his last breath. Many
thought of Lincoln as a martyr. The
assassination had occurred on
Good Friday, and on the following
Sunday, memorable as “Black Easter,”
hundreds of speakers found a sermon
in the event. Some of them saw more
than mere chance in the fact that
assassination day was also crucifixion
day.
One declared, “Jesus Christ died
for the world; Abraham Lincoln died
for his country.” Thus the posthumous
growth of his reputation was influenced
by the timing and circumstances of
his death, which won for him a kind of
sainthood .
Lincoln has become a myth
as well as a man. The Lincoln of
legend has grown into a protean god
who can assume a shape to please
almost anyone. He is Old Abe and at
the same time a natural gentleman.
He is Honest Abe and yet a being of
superhuman shrewdness and cunning.
He is also Father Abraham, the wielder
of authority, the support of the weak;
and he is an equal, a neighbour, and a
friend. -- Britannica.com

Summer Fashion Tips
• Wear light-colored clothing
• Opt for sleeveless or loose
sleeves
• Stay away from tight clothing

•
•
•
•

Upgrade your athleisure
Choose breathable fabrics
Ditch jeans
Rely on dresses

• Wear leather sandals
• Minimize accessories
-Source: Masterclass.com

DID YOU KNOW?
• Part of the reason that Lincoln
opposed slavery was that he envisioned
the United States as a country of urban
commerce rather than plantations.
• Lincoln was the first president to
be assassinated while in office.
• Mary Lincoln was widely
unpopular due to her frivolity and
spending practices. Her reputation
worsened with her practice of holding
seances in the White House after one of
her young sons died.

What you should know about Peyote and Mescaline

Peyote is a small, spineless
cactus, whose active ingredient is the
hallucinogen, mescaline. From earliest
recorded time, peyote has been used by
indigenous peoples in northern Mexico
and the southwestern United States as
a part of their religious rites. However,
abuse of peyote and mescaline will
cause varying degrees of:
• Illusions/hallucinations
• Altered perception of space and
time
JULY 2022

• Altered body image
• Nausea and vomiting
• Increased heart rate or anxiety
Peyote and mescaline are
Schedule I substances under the
Controlled Substances Act, meaning
that they have a high potential for
abuse, no currently accepted medical
use in treatment in the United States,
and a lack of accepted safety for use
under medical supervision.
Source: DEA
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Know the signs of heat stroke and exhaustion

By SANDY COHEN

Heat can be deadly.
As summer temperatures climb
— and as climate change contributes
to more 100-degree days each year —
heat illnesses become a more serious
risk, particularly for young children, older
adults, outdoor workers, athletes and
people with chronic conditions.
“On any day with extreme heat,
emergency rooms in Los Angeles see
an additional 1,500 patients,” said Dr.
David Eisenman, a professor at the
UCLA Fielding School of Public Health
and co-leader of a research project to
address extreme heat in Los Angeles.
“We estimate that an additional 16
people die on a single day of heat in
Los Angeles County,” Eisenman said.
“There are an extra 40 deaths a day
by the fifth day. These heat illnesses

disproportionately affect Black and
Latino members of the community living
in historically redlined neighborhoods,
he said, where housing units have less
insulation, often lack air-conditioning
and there are fewer trees to provide
shade.
Eisenman said heat is the type of
hazard that requires “multiple sectors of
government and society to mitigate it as
well as help us adapt to it, because it’s
already here.”
On the individual and community
level, here’s what to look out for and
how to respond to heat illnesses like
heat stroke and exhaustion.
Different kinds of heat illnesses
Heat illnesses and injuries range
from simple heat rash and sunburn to
more serious conditions such as heat
exhaustion and heat stroke, according

JOB OPPORTUNITY
ATTORNEY
Washington , DC

Job Description:
Attorney Advisors working in the Office for Access to Justice will apply
their expertise, skills, and education to cutting-edge legal issues by providing
policy and legal analysis on access to justice related matters. Attorney
Advisors will work with a broad range of government and civil society
justice system stakeholders to advance access to justice through policies,
programming, and interagency efforts in one or more defined portfolio areas.
We are seeking experienced attorneys with diverse skills and
perspectives to join our Office. Attorney Advisors will advance access to
justice through identifying opportunities for ATJ, alone or in partnership with
other agencies, to close the gap between the need for, and the availability of,
quality legal assistance. Attorney Advisors will also develop and implement
policies and programs that promote innovation, reform and equity across legal
systems. As ATJ continues to grow, portfolio areas may change .
Qualifications:
Required Qualifications: Applicants must have a J.D. degree, at least one
and a half years of post-J.D. legal experience, be an active member of the bar
(any jurisdiction) and be a U.S. Citizen.
Application Deadline:
Friday, August 12, 2022

to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.
Heat stroke is when the body’s
core temperature exceeds 103 degrees.
Identifying symptoms of heat stroke
People experiencing heat stroke
often begin acting strangely. A person

who is dangerously overheating may:
•
Seem confused or agitated
•
Have trouble walking or
talking
•
Experience nausea or
dizziness
An individual experiencing these
symptoms needs immediate cooling and
emergency medical attention. Call 911,
and while waiting for help to arrive:
•
Get the person out of the
heat, into shade or an air-conditioned
space.
•
Loosen or remove tight or
constricting clothing.
•
Begin cooling the person
down however you can. Apply cold,
damp towels to their body or spritz them
with cold water. If possible, point a fan
at dampened skin to create evaporative
cooling.
Heat stroke can affect anyone,

Learn how to beat the heat in L.A.
Summer months bring fun, sun, and heat! Sometimes, the
heat can become dangerous, especially for children, pets, people
who work outside, and people with certain health conditions.
Staying safe in high heat is important. Follow these simple tips to
stay cool:
•
Drink plenty of cool water! Stay hydrated.
•
Wear loose, light-colored clothing that will keep you cool.
Wear sunscreen and a hat for protection.
•
Check on neighbors who might be vulnerable to the heat,
especially those without air conditioning.
•
Never leave children or pets in a car - not even for one
minute. Temperatures inside a car can quickly skyrocket to deadly
levels.
•
If you work or play outside, take frequent breaks to
hydrate and cool off in the shade.
•
Don’t forget the pets! Keep pets indoors if possible. If
kept outside, give them plenty of water and shade to rest in.

•
Symptoms of heat-related illness include
dizziness, fatigue, faintness, headaches, muscle cramps,
and increased thirst. If you experience these symptoms,
seek medical attention.
For more information, please visit https://emergency.
lacity.org/heat

ENVIRONMENT
UCLA teams up with LADWP for equitable
solutions to reach 100% renewable energy

Researchers are lending their expertise to help make sure everyone in
Los Angeles can benefit from the efforts.

Trainees from GRID Alternatives install solar panels on a roof in Los
Angeles. (Photo Courtesy of GRID Alternatives Greater Los Angeles)

ROAD SAFETY

Sharing the Road

Cyclists have the same rights
and responsibilities as motorists. For
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whether or not they are exercising
outdoors in the heat. While exercisers
should take particular caution, even
sitting in a hot apartment for several
days can raise the body’s core
temperature to potentially dangerous
levels.
Symptoms of heat exhaustion
generally appear before heat stroke
sets in.
Identifying symptoms of heat
exhaustion
People experiencing heat
exhaustion don’t exhibit the behavior
associated with heat stroke, but they are
likely to:
•
Appear overheated
•
Sweat profusely
•
Have a quick pulse
•
Feel tired or weak
•
Experience muscle cramps,
nausea or vomiting
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example, cyclists must:
•
Yield to pedestrians
•
Stop for stop signs
•
Signal turns
•
Travel with the flow of traffic.
In the eyes of the law, if you are
riding a bicycle on the road, you are
considered a vehicle on the road.
When you dismount and walk
alongside your bicycle, you are considered a pedestrian and have the same
rights as a pedestrian. Source: AAA

EXTENSION FILERS:

IRS.gov is the source
for summertime tax help

WASHINGTON — With millions
of people still waiting to file their tax
returns, the IRS reminds them to file as
soon as possible and take advantage of
special tools available on IRS.gov that
can help them file.
Summer may be a busy time for
many, but it’s a great time to start tax
planning - whether you still need to file
a 2021 tax return or start planning for
next year’s tax season. The IRS website
is the fastest and most convenient way
to get tax-related information and help.
The online tools are available any time,
so taxpayers can use them at their
convenience.

New filing process for
Afghan special immigrant
visa petitions
Effective July 20, 2022, Afghan
nationals seeking a Special Immigrant
Visa (SIV) must file Form DS-157, Petition for Special Immigrant Classification
for Afghan SIV Applicants, with the
Department of State (DOS) when applying for Chief of Mission (COM) approval.
This replaces the previous two-step
process where Afghan nationals must
first seek COM approval from DOS and
then apply for SIV classification by filing
Form I-360, Petition for Amerasian,
Widow(er), or Special Immigrant, with
USCIS.

“The price of greatness
is RESPONSIBILITY.”
– Winston Churchill
JULY 2022

Global Fast-food Sensation, Jollibee, Brings its Joy to Northern Virginia
with New Store Opening in Alexandria, VA on June 26, 2022

NEW LOCATION MARKS JOLLIBEE’S SECOND IN THE GREATER WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA AND ITS 82ND IN NORTH AMERICA
WEST COVINA, CA – Jollibee, the global fast-food brand that is
taking America by storm, is proud to announce the opening of its first
location in Alexandria, Virginia on Sunday, June 26, 2022. Beloved
worldwide for its delicious fried chicken, “Chickenjoy,” Jollibee looks
forward to serving its loyal fans who call Northern Virginia home and
invites first-timers to discover for themselves why people line up for
hours to get a first taste of its mouth-watering menu items, which are
always served with joy.
Located at 4809 Beauregard Street in the Plaza at Landmark
shopping center, the new Jollibee Alexandria restaurant will be open
seven days a week, from 9:00AM – 11:00PMdaily. Customers can
choose to dine at the restaurant or take their food to enjoy on-thego. The restaurant offers convenient proximity to many surrounding
Northern Virginia communities, with the fast-food brand ready to
entice a new legion of fans – from D.C. commuters and suburban
families to visiting tourists from around the U.S. and the world – who
are hungry to try something deliciously new and different.

Jollibee’s mission is
to bring people together
through the joy of eating
by serving great-tasting
food at a great value. Some
customer favorites include:
•
Chickenjoy:
Jollibee’s flagship product,
Chickenjoy, is delicately
hand-breaded to be crispy
on the outside, cooked with
precision to be juicy on the
inside, and marinated to the
bone for next-level flavor.
•
Spicy Chickenjoy: Another top seller is Spicy Chickenjoy,
which is the fiery version of the classic Chickenjoy.
•
Jollibee Chicken Sandwich: This sandwich features a

JENNIFER LOPEZ
NOW MARRIED TO
BEN AFFLECK

What’s Happening?

Expo 2023: Doha, Qatar

The International Horticultural Exhibition, Expo 2023 Doha, Qatar, will be
the first International Horticultural Exhibition to be held in the Middle East and
North Africa region.

Expo 2025:
Konohana Ward

We did it,” J.Lo wrote in her On The
JLo newsletter. “Love is beautiful. Love
is kind. And it turns out love is patient.
Twenty years patient. Exactly what we
wanted. Last night we flew to Vegas,
stood in line for a license with four other
couples, all making the same journey to
the wedding capital of the world.”

Expo 2025
2025-nen Nippon kokusai
hakurankai) is an upcoming World
Expo organised by the Bureau
International des Expositions (BIE),
which will be held in Osaka, Japan.

ELECTRIFYING SUMMER IN LAS VEGAS

LAS VEGAS – World-class entertainers across music and
comedy turn up the heat throughout the destination all season
long. While the excitement certainly doesn’t end after Labor
Day, here is a sampling of this summer’s most sensational and
sizzling entertainment.

There’s always a show to see when you’re in Vegas—
and the thrilling summer season is no exception. From
entertainment legends to throwback acts and today’s most
popular superstars, these icons put on spectactular shows.
Must-See Residencies with Superstar Talent:

crispy, juicy chicken breast fillet, spread with umami mayo, and
served on a toasted brioche bun. Find out why this newly launched
sandwich shot to the top of the menu charts.
•
Jollibee Spicy Chicken Sandwich: A spicy version of the
original chicken sandwich features sriracha mayo and fresh jalapeños
for added crunch and heat.
•
Peach Mango Pie: Make sure to leave room for this mouthwatering dessert made with peaches and real Philippine mangoes
enveloped in a light and crispy crust.
Jollibee store openings in the U.S. and around the world are
known for drawing massive crowds, with longtime fans and curious
newcomers alike lining up for hours – or even days – just to be
among the first customers.
Jollibee’s new Alexandria store marks its 82nd restaurant in
North America and joins its existing location in Virginia Beach (4541
South Plaza Trail Drive), which is where the global fast-food brand
first opened its doors in Virginia back in 2013.

Boracay, Palawan and Cebu
hailed World’s Best Islands

MANILA –
The Department
of Tourism (DOT)
has lauded the
naming of the
country’s three
island destinations
among “The 25
Best Islands in the
World” by the New
York-based travel
magazine Travel + Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National
Park (Photo by Joyce Ann L. Rocamora/PNA)
Leisure (T+L).
Boracay Island featuring its postcard-perfect sunset ranked 9th in the T+L
World’s Best Island list, followed by Palawan at 11th with a photo of an idyllic
lagoon in El Nido, and Cebu at 16th with Taoist Temple, in Cebu City.
According to T+L, readers were asked to “weigh in on travel experiences
around the globe — to share their opinions on the top cities, islands, cruise
ships, spas, airlines, and more. Readers rated islands according to their
activities and sights, natural attractions and beaches, food, friendliness, and
overall value.”
“The Philippines is truly blessed with the unrivaled beauty of our
natural resources coupled by the warmth and endless talent of the Filipinos
manifested in this citation of Travel + Leisure that included our Cebu,
Palawan, and Boracay in their prestigious list,” Tourism Secretary Christina
Garcia Frasco said.
Boracay and Palawan also topped T+L’s 5 Best Islands in Asia alongside
Phuket, Thailand, Bali, Indonesia, and The Maldives.
The Philippines concurrently was named among “The 40 Most Beautiful
Countries in the World” by lifestyle travel magazine Condé Nast Traveler
(CNT). The country is accompanied in the list by other countries such as
Brazil, France, Italy, Japan, and the United States of America, among others.
Meanwhile, TimeOut.com also ranked Manila among the top cities in the
world.

Rosemarie Mejia
Real Estate Agent License #01147862

ROD STEWART

SILK SONIC with BRUNO MARS

WAYNE NEWTON

Resorts World Las Vegas unveils passenger station,
providing direct access to the las Vegas Convention Center
LAS VEGAS (June 30, 2022) – On
June 30, Resorts World Las Vegas
unveiled its Las Vegas Convention
Center Loop passenger station,
providing direct underground access
to the Las Vegas Convention Center
(LVCC) in an enjoyable, efficient and
environmentally friendly way in minutes
in all-electric Teslas.
Resorts World Las Vegas is now
also poised to connect to the expanded
JULY 2022

Vegas Loop system when development
efforts move forward on the proposed
innovative transportation system.
The LVCC Loop is an innovative,
all-electric, zero-emissions,
underground public transportation
system in which passengers are
transported directly to their destination
with no stops along the way.
The Resorts World Las Vegas
passenger station will be the first of

over 55 stops anticipated to form the
Vegas Loop, which aims to eventually
transport thousands of passengers per
hour throughout the resort corridor.
The Vegas Loop will be
constructed in phases that include the
Resorts World Las Vegas passenger
station, the LVCC Loop and future
service extensions along the Strip and
Downtown Las Vegas.
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FOURTH OF JULY BECOMES
A FEDERAL HOLIDAY
The tradition of patriotic celebration became even more widespread after the War of
1812, in which the United States again faced Great Britain. In 1870, the U.S. Congress made
July 4th a federal holiday; in 1941, the provision was expanded to grant a paid holiday to all
federal employees.
Over the years, the political importance of the holiday would decline, but Independence
Day remained an important national holiday and a symbol of patriotism.
Falling in mid-summer, the Fourth of July has since the late 19th century become a major
focus of leisure activities and a common occasion for family get-togethers, often involving
fireworks and outdoor barbecues. The most common symbol of the holiday is the American
flag, and a common musical accompaniment is “The Star-Spangled Banner,” the national
anthem of the United States.
Source : History.com
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