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FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL V. RAMOS

NASA is calling on middle and high 
school students to join the second NASA 
TechRise Student Challenge, which 
invites student teams to develop, build, 
and launch science and technology 
experiments on high-altitude balloons.  

Students in grades six to 12 
attending U.S. public, private, or charter 
schools – including those in U.S. 
territories – are challenged to team up 
with their schoolmates to design an 
experiment under the guidance of an 
educator. 

Administered by Future Engineers, 
the NASA TechRise Student Challenge 

NATO’s highest Military Authority, 
the Military Committee, will meet from 
16-18 September 2022, in Tallinn, Esto-
nia. Lieutenant General Martin Herem, 
Chief of the Estonian Defence Forces 
will host the Conference .

During the NATO Military Commit-
tee Conference the Chiefs of Defence 
will discuss military strategic develop-
ments within the Alliance. They will 
address the implementation of deci-
sions taken during the NATO Summit 
in Madrid on the Alliance’ deterrence 
and defence posture. The Chiefs of 
Defence will also discuss ongoing NATO 
operations, missions, and activities 
including the NATO Mission Iraq (NMI) 
and Kosovo Force (KFOR). Other topics 
on the agenda are the promotion of 
diversity and innovation in Allied Armed 
Forces, in order to support multi-domain 
operations and digital transformation. 
The Chiefs of Defence of Finland and 
Sweden will attend the conference.

Admiral Rob Bauer, Chair of the 
NATO Military Committee, leads the 
Military Committee Conference. He will 
be supported in each session by Gen-
eral Christopher G. Cavoli, (Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe - SACEUR) 
and General Philippe Lavigne (Supreme 
Allied Commander Transformation - 
SACT).

Texac Governor Greg Abbott issued an executive order authorizing and 
empowering the Texas National Guard and the Texas Department of Public Safety 
to apprehend illegal immigrants who illegally cross the border between ports of 
entry and return them to the border. The Biden Administration’s decision to end Title 
42 expulsions and the Remain-in-Mexico policy has led to historic levels of illegal 
crossings, with 5,000 migrants being apprehended over the July 4th weekend, 
creating a border crisis that has overrun communities along the border and across 
Texas.

“While President Biden refuses to do his job and enforce the immigration laws 
enacted by Congress, the State of Texas is once again stepping up and taking 
unprecedented action to protect Americans and secure our southern border,” said 
Governor Abbott. “The cartels have become emboldened and enriched by President 
Biden’s open border policies, smuggling in record numbers of people, weapons, and 
deadly drugs like fentanyl.”

“I have authorized the Texas National Guard and Texas Department of Public 
Safety to begin returning illegal immigrants to the border to stop this criminal 
enterprise endangering our communities,” continued Governor Abbott. “As the 
challenges on the border continue to increase, Texas will continue to take action to 
address those challenges caused by the Biden Administration.”

SACRAMENTO – Governor Gavin Newsom has issued the following statement 
after the California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved a rule requiring 100 
percent of new car sales in California to be zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) by 2035:

“We can solve this climate crisis if we focus on the big, bold steps necessary 
to cut pollution. California now has a groundbreaking, world-leading plan to achieve 
100 percent zero-emission vehicle sales by 2035.

“This plan’s yearly targets – 35 percent ZEV sales by 2026, 68 percent by 
2030, and 100 percent by 2035 – provide our roadmap to reducing dangerous 
carbon emissions and moving away from fossil fuels. That’s 915 million oil barrels’ 
worth of emissions that won’t pollute our communities.

“With the historic $10 billion we’re investing to accelerate the transition to 
ZEVs, we’re making it easier and cheaper for all Californians to purchase electric 
cars.”

U.S. citizens are strongly advised againdt traveling 
to Russia due to the unprovoked and unjustified invasion 
of Ukraine by Russian military forces, the potential for 
harassment against U.S. citizens by Russian government 
security officials, the singling out of U.S. citizens in Russia by 
Russian government security officials including for detention, 
the arbitrary enforcement of local law, limited flights into 
and out of Russia, the Embassy’s limited ability to assist 
U.S. citizens in Russia, COVID-19-related restrictions, and 
terrorism. U.S. citizens residing or travelling in Russia should 
depart Russia immediately.  Exercise increased caution due 
to wrongful detentions.

U.S. citizens should note that U.S. credit and debit 
cards no longer work in Russia, and options to electronically 
transfer funds from the United States are extremely limited as 
a result of sanctions imposed on Russian banks. There are 
reports of cash shortages within Russia.

Limited commercial flight options and overland routes by 
car and bus are still open and available. If you wish to depart 
Russia, you should make arrangements on your own as 
soon as possible. The U.S. Embassy has severe limitations 
on its ability to assist U.S. citizens, and conditions, including 
transportation options, may suddenly become even more 

U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT ISSUES ‘DO 
NOT TRAVEL’ ADVISORY FOR RUSSIA

limited. U.S. citizens who are able to depart Russia for another 
country and are in need of emergency assistance upon arrival 
may contact a U.S. embassy or consulate in that country.

Due to Russia’s further invasion of Ukraine, an increasing 
number of airlines are cancelling flights into and out of Russia, 
and numerous countries have closed their airspace to Russian 
airlines. In addition, airspace around southern Russia is 
restricted, and a number of airports in the area have closed. 
U.S. citizens located in, or considering travel to, the districts of 
the Russian Federation immediately bordering Ukraine should 
be aware that the situation along the border is dangerous and 
unpredictable. 

Given the ongoing armed conflict, U.S. citizens are 
strongly advised against traveling by land from Russia to 
Ukraine. In addition, there is the potential throughout Russia of 
harassment of foreigners, including through regulations targeted 
specifically against foreigners.

The U.S. government’s ability to provide routine or 
emergency services to U.S. citizens in Russia is severely 
limited, particularly in areas far from the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow, due to Russian government limitations on travel, the 
number of U.S. staff, and the ongoing suspension of operations, 
including consular services, at U.S. consulates.

Military parade in Russia.

NASA Seeks Student Experiments to Soar in Second TechRise Challenge
atmosphere, surface features, and 
climate, as well as space exploration, 
coding, electronics, and the value of 
test data. Teams should submit their 
experiment ideas by Oct. 24, 2022.  

“We are thrilled to offer the second 
NASA TechRise Student Challenge,” 
said NASA Administrator Bill Nelson. 
“The quality of the experiments and the 
creativity we saw from students in the 
last challenge are exactly the kinds of 
problem-solving and hands-on learning 
NASA hopes to inspire. We’re eager to 
see what innovative ideas pour in from 
students around the nation this year.”  

offers hands-on insight into the design 
and test process used by NASA-
supported researchers. It aims to inspire 
a deeper understanding of Earth’s 

NATO Military 
Chiefs of Defence 
conference to be 
held in Estonia

Governor Abbott authorizes Texas National 
Guard, Texas Department of Public Safety to 

return illegal immigrants to border

California enacts world-leading plan to achieve 
100 percent zero-emission vehicles by 2035
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“People’s lives are being exploited,” Utah Attorney 
General Sean D. Reyes said this week from the United States/
Mexico border. It’s happening in Utah and across the nation.

General Reyes knows from his own experience in Utah, 
as the Utah Attorney General’s Office has become a leader in 
the fight against human trafficking and opioid addiction.  The 
level of human suffering is growing, not slowing down.  There 
is an urgency to find ways to solve the problem.

On a trip to the border near San Diego, Reyes joined 
California Congressional Representatives Darrell Issa and 
Michelle Steele to participate in this “eye opening” border 
tour.  All agree border and immigration policy need immediate 
attention.

“What happens here, ends up affecting Utah and all 

AG REYES ADDRESSES IMMIGRATION 
CRISIS; VISITS BORDER 

the other states,” Congressman Darrell Issa said this week.  
“When we say every other state is a border state, from the 
standpoint of people dying from fentanyl, people dying from 
crime that is rising, some of it from gangs coming across the 
border, every state is a border state.”

The Utah Attorney General’s Office is fighting opioids 
both on the street and in court.  The Utah Trafficking in 
Persons Task Force arrests human traffickers and gives 
assistance to victims. 

The office works with federal and local agencies to tackle 
immigration-related issues, including those immigrants who 
are victimized by traffickers.  This trip will provide valuable 
information to the AGO, as the problem evolves and grows. 

For the second recent year, charitable giving in the U.S. is at a record 
high. The $485 billion in donations in 2021 is 4% higher than the record-
setting $466 billion contributed in 2020. When adjusted for inflation, though, 
the levels are close, with 2021 just slightly lower than the year before.

The figures were reported recently by the Giving USA Foundation, using 
research from the Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy. The 
fact that Americans gave nearly half a trillion dollars per year in the past two 
years is particularly impressive, and important, because the pandemic hurt 
many people economically in the U.S. and around the world.

A culture of philanthropy
Amir Pasic, dean at the school of philanthropy at Indiana University, says 

Americans’ habit of banding together to solve problems through groups like 
charities was noted as far back as 1835 by the French observer of American 
life Alexis de Tocqueville.

Nonprofits’ largest sources of income are fees for service, such as 
museum entry tickets. Government funding ranks second. But third is 
philanthropy, with individual donations — including bequests — making up 
more than three-quarters of giving.

Dale Bannon, a spokesman for the Salvation Army’s U.S. headquarters, 
agrees. The Christian charity provides drug rehabilitation and — after 
disasters — offers shelter, food and emergency aid to victims. The Salvation 
Army is the largest nongovernmental service provider in the United States.

The Salvation Army provided 300 million meals — three times its normal 
number — during the first 18 months of the pandemic. But the organization 
saw donations rise too: 2020 marked the largest fundraising level in history, 
followed closely by 2021.

Tammy Wells’ husband, Bruce, 
retired from his job with PepsiCo when 
he turned 65 in October 2020. He and 
Tammy had plans to travel from their 
home in Elkins, West Virginia, the 
following spring so they could see their 
grandchildren.

Bruce stayed healthy despite a 
job in sales, which required him to work 
around people in the middle of a global 
pandemic. But just 35 days after he 
retired, COVID-19 hit him.

“He was never sick a day in his 
life,” says Tammy. “He was so afraid of 
me getting it and passing away.” Tammy 
lives with diabetes and also suffered a 
stroke three years ago. After 40 years 
together, in December 2020, Tammy 
lost Bruce. 

A way to cope
She struggled with a grief that 

threatened to overwhelm her. 
A year after Bruce’s passing, 

Tammy wanted to do something to 
help with her struggles. Through her 
church — Landmark Baptist Church — 
in Elkins, she heard that World Vision 

Tammy Wells found comfort and com-
panionship by volunteering at World 
Vision’s Storehouse in West Virginia 
after she lost her husband to CO-
VID-19. (©2022 World Vision/photo by 
Laura  Reinhardt

A volunteer helps a child pick out school supplies during a 2021 event at 
the Salem Community Center in Houston. (© Brandon Bell/Getty Images)

American generosity stays 
high, study shows

Volunteering helps a West Virginia widow heal

needed volunteers to help in their 
Storehouses.

Now Tammy makes a 90-minute 
round-trip drive to Philippi, West 
Virginia, to the closest World Vision 
Storehouse. She dedicates herself 
to volunteering, spending Tuesday 
mornings at the warehouse.

Big contributions
In 2021, World Vision U.S. 

Programs served nearly 12.1 million 
children and adults and distributed 
141,321 pallets of resources. Volunteers 
play a critical part in preparing 
those items, which are donated by 
corporations.

World Vision shares the supplies 
such as hygiene items, shelf-stable 
food, school materials, and furniture with 
churches, community organizations, 
and schools who then distribute them to 
the most vulnerable people across the 
country.

Tammy volunteers mostly boxing 
up food and household goods, but she 
does whatever World Vision staff need 
her to do. Her faith helps her find a way 
through too. 

For Tammy, what started as a way 
to work through her grief has brought 
friends and a sense of being connected 
to something much bigger than herself. 
Giving of her time has given back to 
her.- Worldvision.org

WASHINGTON, DC – The 
Department of Energy and 
Environment (DOEE) announced 
the release of a broad-ranging 
Transportation Electrification 
Roadmap (TER) to help the District 
transition its local transportation 
modes to zero-emission 
vehicles by 2045. The TER is 
an encompassing plan to help 
Washington, DC become carbon 
neutral by 2050.

“This roadmap is critical to 
help the District prioritize and 
contribute to a green and equitable 
economy across all Wards,” said 
DOEE Director Tommy Wells. 

Psychedelics May Lessen Fear of Death and 
Dying, Similar to Feelings Reported by Those 

Who’ve Had Near Death Experiences
In a survey study of more 

than 3,000 adults, Johns Hopkins 
Medicine researchers compared 
psychedelic experiences with near-
death experiences that were not drug 
related and found notable similarities in 
people’s attitudes toward death. 

Survey participants in both groups 
reported having less fear of death 
and dying after the experience. They 
also reported that the experience had 
a lasting positive effect, providing 
personal meaning, spiritual significance 
and psychological insight.

The study was published Aug. 24, 
2022 in the journal PLOS ONE.

The results are consistent with 
several recent clinical trials showing that 
a single treatment with the psychedelic 
psilocybin produced sustained 
decreases in anxiety and depression 
among patients with a life-threatening 
cancer diagnosis. The largest of these 

trials was conducted at Johns Hopkins 
Medicine by the authors of this survey. 

That study, a randomized trial of 51 
patients with cancer who had clinically 
significant anxiety or depressive 
symptoms, demonstrated that receiving 
a controlled, high dose of psilocybin 
given with supportive psychotherapy 
resulted in significant increases in 
ratings of death acceptance, as well as 
decreases in anxiety about death.

TRANSPORTATION 
ELECTRIFICATION 

ROADMAP 
TARGETS CARBON 

NEUTRALITY
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Ambassador Victoria Kennedy traveled to Salzburg last week 
and met with Governor Wilfried Haslauer. The content of the 
conversation ranged from appreciation of the long-standing 
good relations between the U.S. and Austria and the possibili-
ties for positive expansion. She also had a stimulating conver-
sation with the Mayor of the City of Salzburg, Harald Preuner. 

On July 12 2022, Minister for Climate Change and 
Energy Chris Bowen and United States Secretary of Energy 
Jennifer M. Granholm signed the Australia – United States 
Net Zero Technology Acceleration Partnership, at the Sydney 
Energy Forum.

This is a formal partnership to accelerate the 
development and deployment of zero emissions technology 
and cooperate on critical minerals supply chains to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions while supercharging economic 
growth. Reducing emissions while growing our economies 
and jobs is a challenge and opportunity that requires global 
effort.

The Partnership is signed on the same day as a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the 
Commonwealth Scientific, Research, and Industry 
Organisation (CSIRO) and the United States National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) at the Sydney 
Energy Forum. The MoU is an example of the increasing 
cooperation between Australia and the United States to 
develop clean energy technologies.

Minister for Climate Change and Energy, the Hon Chris 
Bowen said “This partnership is a huge milestone in ramping 
up the US and Australia’s shared commitment to ambitious 

“ I was pretty good at most subjects 
except math,” June Huh told the New 
York Times. “Math was notably medio-
cre, on average, meaning on some tests 
I did reasonably OK. But other tests, I 
nearly failed.”

Now, Huh is one of four 2022 re-
cipients of the Fields Medal, the highest 
international award for mathematicians.

Born in California to South Korean 
parents, Huh attended Seoul National 
University, majoring in physics and 
astronomy. There, he met Heisuke Hi-
ronaka, a famous Japanese mathemati-
cian who won the Fields Medal in 1970.

Hironaka inspired Huh to study 
mathematics with him. After completing 
his master’s degree, Huh applied to a 
dozen Ph.D. programs in the United 
States. He attended the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign and finished 
his degree at the University of Michigan 
in 2014.

While there, Huh proved Read’s 
conjecture — an open-ended equation 
that had stumped mathematicians for 

U.S. medal winner transforms study of higher mathematics
BY NOELANI KIRSCHNER

40 years. He’s gone on to prove several 
more theoretical problems related to 
chromatic polynomials, which are at the 
center of algebraic graph theory.

He received the Fields Medal 
specifically for his proof of three more 
theoretical problems and integration of 
two theories into algebra and combi-
natorics (the study of arranging and 
counting).

Simply put, Huh has advanced 
the study of geometric objects. He now 
teaches at Princeton University, splitting 
his time between teaching and research.

The Fields Medal is awarded every 
four years to recognize outstanding 
mathematical talent across the world.

Huh is the first Korean American 
to win the award and the 15th American 
winner in the award’s 86-year history .

“I felt gratitude to my teachers and 
collaborators. They are the source of all 
my mathematical outputs,” Huh said of 
receiving his award. “I mostly acted as a 
vessel of ideas they planted on me.”

Source: share America

June Huh displays his medal after receiving the 2022 Fields 
Prize for Mathematics during the International Congress 
of Mathematicians 2022 in Helsinki on July 5. (© Vesa 
Moilanen/Lehtikuva/AFP/Getty Images) 

June Huh (right) receives the 2022 Fields Prize for Math-
ematics from International Mathematical Union President 
Carlos E. Kenig during the International Congress of Math-
ematicians 2022 awards ceremony in Helsinki on July 5. (© 
Vesa Moilanen/Lehtikuva/AFP/Getty Images) 

AUSTRALIA AND THE US JOINFORCES ON PATH TO NET ZERO

climate action and energy security”
US Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm said “The 

Australia-U.S. Net Zero Technology Acceleration Partnership 
reflects our nations’ joint commitment to grow our energy 
capacity and obtain the full advantages of affordable, diverse 
and secure clean energy.“

Spain is expected to be the most-visited 
country amongst British tourists in 2022.

England recently scrapped pre-departure 
testing, making it easier to travel internationally 
from the UK. Millions of British tourists are now 
planning their first overseas holiday since the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Data shows Spanish destinations 
including the Costa del Sol and Balearic 
Islands will be the destinations of choice for 
many UK holidaymakers.

More than a quarter of British tourists will 
visit Spain in 2022

ABTA, the UK’s largest travel association, 
named Spain the most popular destination for 
tourists in 2022. In a survey, 29.3% of people 
said they planned to visit the country this year.

This is significantly ahead of the country 
in second position, the USA, which 18.1% of 
respondents said they intended to visit.

British travellers key to the recovery of 
tourist numbers in Spain

With fewer COVID-19 restrictions to go 
between the UK and Spain this year and pent-
up demand to travel, visitor numbers could 
reach pre-pandemic levels.

Data from the National Statistics Office 
shows the number of international tourists in 
Spain increased four-fold in September 2021 
compared with the previous year.

In a statement, Spanish Tourism Minister 
Maria Reyes Maroto said: “These data confirm 
a reactivation of international tourism is 
underway and that in 2022 we could recover 
pre-pandemic levels”.

British holidaymakers will be central to the 
recovery of tourist numbers in 2022.

Spain expects British tourists to make up 
largest group of international visitors

Before the pandemic, British passport 
holders were the largest group of international 
tourists in Spain. 

Higher energy costs, climate 
change, COVID-19 and global conflicts 
are fueling the food crisis, especially in 
Africa, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 
said August 5. 

The US has announced  $2.76 
billion in U.S. funding to help protect the 
world’s most vulnerable populations and 
mitigate the impacts of growing food 
insecurity and malnutrition.

“Now is the time to feed the future, 
to transform Ghana and other African 
nations into breadbaskets,” Thomas-
Greenfield said in Accra, the capital and 
largest city of Ghana.

She said one out of five people in 
Africa are undernourished. In the Horn 
of Africa alone, up to 20 million people 
risk going hungry.

GALVANIZING THE WORLD TO 
REDUCE HUNGER IN AFRICA

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield speaks to 
reporters after delivering a keynote ad-
dress on peace and food security at the 
University of Ghana in Accra August 5. 
(© Misper Apawu/AP Images)

“We cannot just supply food to the 
hungry,” she said. “We also have to look 
at what is causing that hunger, what is 
driving food insecurity in the first place.”

SPAIN #1 DESTINATION 
FOR BRITISH TOURISTS

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck a couple years ago, the 
Peace Corps evacuated its volunteers from their posts to protect 
public health. Today, those same volunteers, and many new ones, are 
taking up the corps’ mission of service, and with renewed enthusiasm.

Volunteers have returned to Belize, the Dominican Republic, the 
eastern Caribbean, Ecuador, Colombia, Mexico, Paraguay and Peru. 
And that’s just the beginning: The organization is fielding requests 
from many other places and plans to send out more volunteers in the 
coming months.  - ShareAmerica 

Stronger US-Austria relations

Peace Corps is back! A new class 
begins in the Americas

Peace Corps 
volunteer Patricia 
Etienne stands with 
a sign that reads 
“Baranoa,” which 
is a city within Co-
lombia’s Atlántico 
department. 
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WASHINGTON —The World 
Bank Group announced on August 
8 $4.5 billion in additional financing 
mobilized for Ukraine under the Public 
Expenditures for Administrative Capacity 
Endurance in Ukraine (PEACE) Project, 
which aims to help the Government of 
Ukraine meet urgent needs created by 
the ongoing war. The financing package 
is comprised of a $4.5 billion grant 
provided by the United States.

The additional financing 
will contribute to sustaining the 
government’s administrative and service 
delivery capacity to exercise core 
functions at the national and regional 
levels. Specifically, the project will help 
the Government of Ukraine to cover 
social payments, healthcare services, 
and pensions, which are essential for 
the well-being of the country’s citizens 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak 
here today.

At past Jackson Hole conferences, I have 
discussed broad topics such as the ever-
changing structure of the economy and the 
challenges of conducting monetary policy under 
high uncertainty. Today, my remarks will be 
shorter, my focus narrower, and my message 
more direct.

The Federal Open Market Committee’s 
(FOMC) overarching focus right now is to 
bring inflation back down to our 2 percent 
goal. Price stability is the responsibility of the 
Federal Reserve and serves as the bedrock of 

World Bank Mobilizes $4.5 billion in Additional 
Financing for Vital Support to Ukraine

in mitigating the social and economic 
impacts of the war.

“Ukraine needs continued 
government services, including health, 
education, and social protection to 
prevent further deterioration in living 
conditions and poverty,” said David 
Malpass, World Bank Group President. 
“We are grateful to the United States 
and our partners for their ongoing 
support through our rapid support 
mechanisms and for the generous grant 
that will greatly support the Ukrainian 
people.”

The additional financing adds 
to the $1.49 billion Investment 
Project Financing (IPF), approved 
in June 2022. To date, the World 
Bank has mobilized nearly $13 billion 
in emergency financing, including 
commitments and pledges from donors, 
to support the continuation of essential 
government services and to help blunt 
the widespread human and economic 
impacts of the war. 

“There is an enormous need for 
resources to sustain the daily delivery 
of essential services, as well as for 
reconstruction,” said Arup Banerji, World 
Bank Regional Country Director for 
Eastern Europe. 

CHAIR JEROME H. POWELL

Speech by Chair Jerome H. Powell 
on Monetary Policy and Price Stability

At “Reassessing Constraints on the Economy and Policy,” 
an economic policy symposium sponsored by the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Kansas City, Jackson Hole, Wyoming

our economy. Without price stability, the economy does not work for anyone. 
In particular, without price stability, we will not achieve a sustained period of 
strong labor market conditions that benefit all. The burdens of high inflation fall 
heaviest on those who are least able to bear them.

Restoring price stability will take some time and requires using our tools 
forcefully to bring demand and supply into better balance. Reducing inflation 
is likely to require a sustained period of below-trend growth. Moreover, there 
will very likely be some softening of labor market conditions. While higher 
interest rates, slower growth, and softer labor market conditions will bring down 
inflation, they will also bring some pain to households and businesses. These 
are the unfortunate costs of reducing inflation. But a failure to restore price 
stability would mean far greater pain.

The U.S. economy is clearly slowing from the historically high growth rates 
of 2021, which reflected the reopening of the economy following the pandemic 
recession. While the latest economic data have been mixed, in my view our 
economy continues to show strong underlying momentum. The labor market 
is particularly strong, but it is clearly out of balance, with demand for workers 
substantially exceeding the supply of available workers. Inflation is running 
well above 2 percent, and high inflation has continued to spread through the 
economy. While the lower inflation readings for July are welcome, a single 
month’s improvement falls far short of what the Committee will need to see 
before we are confident that inflation is moving down.

We are moving our policy stance purposefully to a level that will be 
sufficiently restrictive to return inflation to 2 percent. At our most recent meeting 
in July, the FOMC raised the target range for the federal funds rate to 2.25 to 
2.5 percent, which is in the Summary of Economic Projection’s (SEP) range 
of estimates of where the federal funds rate is projected to settle in the longer 
run. In current circumstances, with inflation running far above 2 percent and the 
labor market extremely tight, estimates of longer-run neutral are not a place to 
stop or pause.

July’s increase in the target range was the second 75 basis point increase 
in as many meetings, and I said then that another unusually large increase 
could be appropriate at our next meeting. We are now about halfway through 
the intermeeting period. Our decision at the September meeting will depend on 
the totality of the incoming data and the evolving outlook. At some point, as the 
stance of monetary policy tightens further, it likely will become appropriate to 
slow the pace of increases.

Restoring price stability will likely require maintaining a restrictive 
policy stance for some time. The historical record cautions strongly against 
prematurely loosening policy. Committee participants’ most recent individual 
projections from the June SEP showed the median federal funds rate running 
slightly below 4 percent through the end of 2023. Participants will update their 
projections at the September meeting.

On behalf of the United States of 
America, I congratulate the people of 
Ukraine on their Independence Day, 
the commemoration of the date in 
1991 when Ukraine officially left the 
Soviet Union and became a sovereign, 
democratic country. What should be a 
celebration of Ukraine’s independence 
is marred by Russia’s ongoing war of 
aggression. 

Six months ago, President Putin 
launched an unprovoked full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine. Ever since, Ukraine 
has fought back with ferocity, courage, 
and effectiveness.

Ukraine will remain sovereign and 
independent. The people of Ukraine 
have demonstrated that they will do 

The Department of Justice 
announced that more than $1.2 million 
in forfeited funds from an international 
tax fraud and money laundering case 
will be returned to the government of 
Romania. The funds are the proceeds of 
the sale of property located in the State 
of Washington that were owned by a 
Romanian couple who were extradited 
back to Romania at the request of the 
Romanian government.

According to records filed in the 
U.S. District Court for the Western 
District of Washington, in 2012, 
Romanian authorities asked the United 
States to extradite Radu and Diana 
Nemes to Romania to face charges 
of tax evasion and participating in an 
organized criminal group. The charges 
alleged that the Nemeses executed a 
scheme to avoid Romanian taxes on 
imported diesel fuel by claiming the 
fuel was a lower grade of industrial 
and maritime fuel. The untaxed income 
from the sale of the higher value diesel 
was laundered through a number of 
bank accounts and shell companies 
controlled by the Nemeses. 

Arrest warrants for the couple 
were issued in Romania in July 2012. 
Sometime before those warrants, the 
Nemeses had left Romania and resided 
near Yelm, Washington, on a large 
piece of property with an elaborate 
bunker system. Following their arrest 
in the United States, the couple waived 
extradition and agreed to be returned to 
Romania in early 2014. 

The couple’s assets in the United 
States were forfeited, including Yelm 
properties which were sold as part of 
the forfeiture process. 

The virtual briefing was organized by the DFA as part of the government’s 
regular updating on its human rights efforts. Secretary of Justice Jesus Crispin 
Remulla and Undersecretary Severo Catura of the Presidential Human Rights 
Committee Secretariat (PHRCS) provided progress of commitments in the 
areas of good governance, accountability, and the rule of law in line with the 
UN Joint Program on Human Rights (UNJP), which was launched in July 
2021.

Statement of State Secretary Antony J. Blinken on Ukrainian Independence
whatever it takes to protect their homes, 
their families, their fellow citizens, 
their country — their independence. 
For our part, the United States has 
demonstrated that we will stand with 
Ukraine for as long as it takes. To that 
end, the President today announced 
nearly $3 billion in weapons and 
equipment to be provided through the 
Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative, 
enabling Ukraine to acquire what it 
needs to defend itself over the long 
term.

The United States has stood with 
the Ukrainian people for 31 years, and 
we will continue to firmly stand with 
them as they defend their freedom. Our 
support for Ukraine is unwavering. ANTONY J. BLINKEN

PH government reaffirms Ph International
 Human Rights leadership and engagement

PH Secretary for Foreign Affairs Enrique A. Manalo (middle), PH Secretary 
of Justice Jesus Crispin C. Remulla (left), and PH Undersecretary Severo 
S. Catura, Executive Director, Presidential Human Rights Committee 
Secretariat (PHRCS) during the virtual briefing for the diplomatic corps on 
17 August 2022. (DFA-OPCD Photo by Jeffrey Mendoza)

$1.2M IN FOREFEITED 
FUNDS FROM MONEY 

LAUNDERING SCHEME TO 
BE RETURNED TO 

ROMANIAN GOVERNMENT

On 13 July 2022, Australia Minister for Climate Change and Clean Energy 
Chris Bowen chaired the first ever meeting of Quad Energy Ministers in Sydney. 
Minister Bowen was joined by US Secretary Jennifer Granholm, India Minister 
of Power and New and Renewable Energy RK Singh, and Japanese Minister of 
Economy, Trade, and Industry Koichi Hagiuda.

At this meeting, Ministers from Quad countries discussed progress under the 
Quad Clean Energy Innovation and Deployment work program, including on clean 
energy supply chains, cooperation to minimise methane emissions in the natural 
gas sector and developing clean hydrogen and fuel ammonia. 

The ministers affirmed their shared commitment to accelerate the development 
and deployment of the zero emissions technologies necessary to drive a clean 
energy transition, recognising not only that a clean energy future will advance 
prosperity across the Indo-Pacific and beyond, but will also mitigate against energy 
supply disruptions. 

FIRST-EVER MEETING 
OF QUADENERGY MINISTERS
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INM Book Choice
THE JESUS I KNOW
By KATHIE LEE GIFFORD

Venice, Italian Venezia, city, major 
seaport, and capital of both the provincia 
(province) of Venezia and the regione 
(region) of Veneto, northern Italy. An island 
city, it was once the centre of a maritime 
republic. It was the greatest seaport in 
late medieval Europe and the continent’s 
commercial and cultural link to Asia. Venice 
is unique environmentally, architecturally, 
and historically, and in its days as a 
republic the city was styled la serenissima 
(“the most serene” or “sublime”). It remains 
a major Italian port in the northern Adriatic 
Sea and is one of the world’s oldest tourist 
and cultural centres. - Britannica.com

A healthy diet and lifestyle are the keys to preventing and 
managing cardiovascular disease. It’s not as hard as you may 
think!  Remember, it’s the overall pattern of your choices that 
counts. Make the simple steps below part of your life for long-
term benefits to your health and your heart.

Use up at least as many calories as you take in.
• Start by knowing how many calories you should 

be eating and drinking to maintain your weight. Nutrition and 
calorie information on food labels is typically based on a 2,000 
calorie per day diet. 

• Increase the amount and intensity of your physical 
activity to burn more calories.

• Aim for at least 150 minutes of moderate physical 
activity or 75 minutes of vigorous physical activity each week.

Regular physical activity can help you maintain your 
weight, keep off weight that you lose and reach physical and 
cardiovascular fitness. 

Eat an overall healthy dietary pattern that 
emphasizes:

• a wide variety of fruits and vegetables

New York Times bestselling 
author Kathie Lee Gifford reveals 
heartwarming, entertaining 
conversations between people and 
personalities who both agree and 
disagree about who Jesus is, his role 
throughout history, and his presence 
in our lives today.

For decades Kathie Lee has 
had deep conversations about her 
faith with anyone who is interested in 
talking about it. What she discovered 
early on is most people are very 
willing to talk about Jesus: atheists, 
agnostics, Scientologists, Jews, 
broken-hearted Catholics, confused 
Baptists, Pentecostals, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, and Hindus alike.

While some of the people 
Kathie Lee has spoken with do 
not share her belief that Jesus is 
the Messiah—as prophesied for 
centuries by prophets in the Hebrew 
scriptures—they nonetheless have a 
universal fascination with Him. This 
singular man who lived more than 
two thousand years ago, and never 
traveled more than one hundred 
miles from where He was born, 
managed to change the entire world. 
Even the way we delineate history 
(BC/AD) comes from His short thirty-

 From The American 
Presidency Project, Proclamation 
5847—National Senior Citizens 
Day, 1988:

“Throughout our history, older 
people have achieved much for 
our families, our communities, and 
our country. That remains true 
today, and gives us ample reason 
this year to reserve a special day 
in honor of the senior citizens who 
mean so much to our land.

“With improved health care 
and more years of productivity, 
older citizens are reinforcing their 
historical roles as leaders and 
as links with our patrimony and 
sense of purpose as individuals 
and as a Nation. Many older 
people are embarking on second 
careers, giving younger Americans 
a fine example of responsibility, 
resourcefulness, competence, 
and determination. And more 
than 4.5 million senior citizens are 
serving as volunteers in various 
programs and projects that benefit 
every sector of society. Wherever 
the need exists, older people are 
making their presence felt—for their 
own good and that of others.” - 
Census.gov

A group of students at West Virginia University have 
created the Mountaineer Fentanyl Education Task Force. 
This group aims to educate fellow students on the dangers 
of fentanyl, connect students with available resources, and 
deliver strategic messaging to prevent usage of the drug.

“These young leaders have seen the harm caused by 
fentanyl and they’ve decided to do something about it,” stated 
US Attorney William Ihlenfeld.

This Education Task Force is a valuable resource since 
fentanyl is to blame for a sharp increase in overdose deaths 
among adolescents across the country. The dangers of 
fentanyl are rapidly increasing since drug traffickers have 
been selling counterfeit pills that appear to be Adderall or 
Xanax but actually contain fentanyl. 

Travel

MANILA, Philippines — Filipino 
pole vaulter EJ Obiena kickstarted 
the second half of his season with 
a victory, ruling the Internationales 
Stabhochsprung-Meeting in Germany on 
August 17..

Obiena, who was recently 
reinstated to the Philippine national 
team, cleared a best height of 5.81m to 
rule the competition where he went up 
against Athletics World Championships 
silver medalist Christopher Nilsen and 
home bet Oleg Zernikel.

The 26-year-old breezed through 
5.61m, 5.71m, and 5.81m in just one 
attempt each as he flexed his top form 
against the field of 11 pole vaulters . 

With the gold in the bag, Obiena 
attempted to reset the Asian record and 
his personal best with tries at 5.95m 
but failed The meet also saw Obiena 
clear the qualifying standards for next 
year’s World Athletics Championships in 

three years of life.
In The Jesus I Know, Kathie 

Lee shares cherished conversations 
that she’s had with others who find 
Jesus to be an ancient historical 
figure who somehow continues to 
be an undeniably magnetic, relevant 
presence in the modern world. 

Using Kathie Lee’s favorite 
Scripture passages as scaffolding, 
these thought-provoking exchanges 
will bring His teachings to life before 
your very eyes. 

Sports Corner
Obiena claims gold in Germany tiff, 
meets Worlds qualifying standard 

 Ernest John Obiena of Team 
Philippines reacts after competing in 
the Men’s Pole Vault Final on day ten 
of the World Athletics Championships 
Oregon22 at Hayward Field on July 
24, 2022 in Eugene, Oregon. 

By LUISA MORALES, Philstar

Hungary at 5.81m.
Next for Obiena is the Athletissima 

in Laussane, Switzerland on Thursday, 
August 25. - PhilStar 

VENICE , ITALY

Canaletto : The Doges’ Palace and 
Piazza San Marco, Venice (Scala/
Art Resource, New York)

The American Heart Association Diet 
and Lifestyle Recommendations

• whole grains and products made up mostly of whole 
grains

• healthy sources of protein (mostly plants such as 
legumes and nuts; fish and seafood; low-fat or nonfat dairy; 
and, if you eat meat and poultry, ensuring it is lean and 
unprocessed)

• liquid non-tropical vegetable oils
• minimally processed foods
• minimized intake of added sugars
• foods prepared with little or no salt
• limited or preferably no alcohol intake
Apply this guidance wherever food is prepared or 

consumed.
It is possible to follow a heart-healthy dietary pattern 

regardless of whether food is prepared at home, ordered in a 
restaurant or online, or purchased as a prepared meal. 

Live Tobacco Free
Don’t smoke, vape or use tobacco or nicotine products — 

and avoid secondhand smoke or vapor.

Student Group Creates Educational Task Force in West Virginia

NATIONAL SENIOR 
CITIZENS DAY: 

AUGUST 21,2022
As of 8/22/22, National City Mayor Alejandra Sotelo-Solis, National City Clerk 

Luz Molina and sole candidate for National City Councilmember, District 1 and 
incumbent National City Councilmember, District 3, Mona Rios have endorsed 
Marissa Acierto as National City Councilmember, District 3.

Alongside the endorsement of former National City Councilmember Luis 
Natividad and Governing Board Member Alma Sarmiento, National City Unified 
School District (27 years of service).  Honorable Natividad and Honorable 
Sarmiento all live in District 3.

Marissa Acierto receives endorsements
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On August 16, the U.S. 
Department of Education 
(Department) announced that it 
will discharge all remaining federal 
student loans that borrowers received 
to attend ITT Technical Institute 
(ITT) from January 1, 2005, through 
its closure in September 2016. The 
decision, which follows Departmental 
findings based on extensive 
internal records, testimony from ITT 
managers and recruiters, and first-
hand accounts from borrowers, will 
result in 208,000 borrowers receiving 
$3.9 billion in full loan discharges. 
This includes borrowers who have 
not yet applied for a borrower 
defense to repayment discharge. 
These borrowers will have the federal 
student loans they received to attend 
ITT discharged without any additional 
action on their part.

 The Department also 
announced that it formally notified 
DeVry University (DeVry), that it is 

Check fraud has spiked in the U.S. as thieves use age-
old tricks to swindle Americans out of their money and sell 
bogus checks on the darknet, a monitoring group has found.

Mail-related check fraud has been rising since August, 
according to the Evidence-Based Cybersecurity Research 
Group at Georgia State University, which has been tracking 
the trend.

And it warns that criminals have a pretty easy time when 
it comes to getting their hands on your checks.

“Some of them simply go to your home mailbox and 
take the mail you left for the post office to pick up,” said 
David Maimon, an associate professor of criminal justice and 
criminology at Georgia State University and director of the 
Evidence-Based Cybersecurity Research Group.

“Others simply go to the blue boxes with the keys that 
they were able to steal from some of the mailmen out there, 
empty the boxes and get the checks that some of us send to 
our utility companies or our loved ones when we want to send 
a gift. That’s how easy it is.

The cybersecurity group found an average of 1,325 
stolen checks up for sale every week during October 2021.

Maimon said that these numbers were only a snapshot 
into the 60 markets his group monitored and that thousands of 
darknet markets are in operation. He estimates the face value 
of the checks his group found in October, as written, was 
$11.6 million — but again, this was only a small portion of the 
total amount.

How thieves use the checks
Once they have the checks in hand, the criminals do a bit 

of old-school editing before selling them, Maimon said.
“They take the check. They take a screenshot just in 

case. And then they use nail polish remover to remove the 
payee, as well as the amount that the victim essentially 
wrote on a check,” Maimon said. “Once they have that, they 
take another picture and then they upload the picture with 
the clean check on several darknets, as well as encrypted 
communication platforms that facilitate the online fraud 
underground markets . Banks are usually good about 
replacing the stolen money when this happens, but stolen 
identities can also be part of the con and are often harder to 
fix.

Checks include the name and address information that 
criminals use as part of identity theft. They can open bank 
accounts and apply for loans on behalf of the victim, Maimon 
said.

“They are printing and manufacturing fake IDs, using the 
victim’s information and simply embedding different pictures to 
go along with the fake driver license or passport or whatever,” 
he said.

The modern twist to check fraud

Check fraud is on the rise

Keys for U.S. Postal Service collection boxes like the 
one seen here are sometimes stolen from mail delivery 
people. (Getty Images/via NPR)

HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW AND HOW TO AVOID IT
By WYNNE DAVIS & TAMARA KEITH, NPR

Check fraud itself isn’t new, but it’s the sale of these 
checks on the dark web that gives this tale a more modern 
turn. Maimon said the monitoring that his group does of 
darknet markets is what allowed them to see this trend.

As for why this is happening now, Maimon has a few 
hypotheses.

“After we started talking about what we are seeing on 
several platforms, we got contacted by a few folks who work 
with the USPS inspectors who told us that USPS withdrew 
funding to the inspectors,” Maimon said.

He said that this may have led to fewer inspectors 
monitoring the ubiquitous blue collection boxes, making them 
more vulnerable to targeting. He said he hadn’t taken his 
findings to the U.S. Postal Service directly.

In a statement, the U.S. Postal Service told NPR that mail 
theft like this falls under the jurisdiction of postal inspectors.

“The U.S. Postal Inspection Service takes seriously its 
role to safeguard America and will continue to aggressively 
pursue perpetrators that use the U.S. mail system to further 
their illegal activity,” the agency said.

“Every day, the U.S. Postal Service safely and efficiently 
delivers millions of checks, money orders, credit cards and 
merchandise. Unfortunately, such items are also attractive to 
thieves and that is why Postal Inspectors across the country 
are at work to protect your mail.”

If you are worried about sending your checks in the mail 
and don’t want to use an online bill-pay service or the likes of 
Venmo or PayPal, Maimon has a tip.

“I think that what folks want to do if they want to prevent 
this crime from happening and prevent themselves from falling 
victim to this crime is simply go to the nearest post office store 
and simply give their mail to the vendor over there,” he said.

Education Department approves $3.9 billion 
group discharge for 208,000 borrowers who 

attended ITT Technical Institute
required to pay millions of dollars 
for approved borrower defense 
applications.  DeVry can submit 
information and arguments for why it 
should not be required to pay these 
liabilities or request a hearing before 
the Department’s Office of Hearings 
and Appeals.

Finally, the Department also 
announced the approval of discharges 
for just under 100 borrowers who 
enrolled in the Medical Assistant or 
Medical Billing & Coding Program at 
Kaplan Career Institute’s Kenmore 
Square location in Massachusetts 
from July 1, 2011 to February 16, 
2012 when the institution stopped 
enrolling new students. These are 
borrowers identified by Massachusetts 
Attorney General Maura Healey 
after an investigation found that the 
institution repeatedly lied about its 
job placement rates to borrowers, 
among other deceptive practices. The 
location closed in February 2013.

More than 50 million youth are expected to attend U.S. schools this fall, and 
a good portion will be taking their own lunches to school. To help parents and 
caregivers prepare to-go meals safely, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
offers some advice.

Homemade school lunches strive to contain healthy nutrients to fuel the day, 
but perishable lunches do the body no good if they are in poorly insulated bags with 
no cooling or heating option. If these lunches are kept in temperatures between 40 
F and 140 F for more than two hours (or one hour when it’s 90 F outside), bacteria 
will multiply quickly and make food unsafe. Here are some tips:

1. Use an insulated lunch bag. Avoid brown paper bags. Purchase an 
insulated bag and add a frozen gel pack and a frozen juice box or bottle of water to 
keep items at 40 F or below.

2. Keep it hot. If soup, chili or stew is on the menu, use an insulated 
container to keep food heated. Fill the container with boiling water, let it stand for 
a few minutes, empty it, and then pour in the hot liquid meal. Keep the insulated 
container closed until lunchtime to keep items at 140 F or above.

3. Choose non-refrigerated items.Include options that don’t require 
refrigeration in your child’s lunch, like whole fruits, raw and uncut vegetables, hard 
cheeses, unopened shelf stable meats and fish cans and pouches, chips, bread, 
crackers, peanut butter and jelly.

USDA’s Reminders for Your School Lunch Prep
 By JESUS GARCIA, Public Affairs Specialist, 

Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA

The FTC has been getting reports 
of people getting letters in the mail from 
a law firm. They are, they say, looking 
for the heir of a multi-million-dollar 
inheritance. And they think it might be 
you. (Spoiler alert: it’s not.)

Here’s what they offer: they’ll split 
the inheritance between you, their law 
firm, and some charities. One other 
thing: they say you have to keep this 
information secret and reach out to 
them by email — immediately.

So what’s really happening? This 
is not a lawyer — it’s a scammer. And 
if you email them, they’ll probably try 
to get your personal information, like 
your Social Security or bank account 
numbers, your money — or both. And 
that inheritance? It doesn’t exist.

Here’s what to do if you get one of 
these letters:

• Don’t respond. Keep your money 
— and your information — to yourself. 
Never send money or information to a 
stranger who promises big rewards. 

• Pass this information on to a 
friend. You probably throw away these 
kinds of letters. But you probably know 
someone who could use a friendly 
reminder . 

•  Report it to the FTC at 
ReportFraud.ftc.gov.

SCAM ALERT
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Rosemarie Mejia
Real Estate Agent License #01147862

3511 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019
rosemariemejia@gmail.com •  323 997 3838

•  Top Producer
•  Top Listing Agent 
•  Realtor - Hall of Fame Awardee
•  Over 25 years Experience 
            in Real Estate
•  Old Fashion Real Estate Service
•  Knowledge + Experience = 
           Results

•  When You Demand Excellence 
         in Real Estate Service 
•  Passionate in Making 
         a Win- Win Situation in Every 
         Transaction
•  Detail Oriented 
•  Successful Real Estate Investor 
•  Community Leader

What’s Happening?

Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art recently debuted its newest exhibition 
Caldonia: Concert and Film Posters from The Ralph DeLuca Collection. 

Showcasing icons of American music, Caldonia features a 
collection of 44 vintage posters advertising performances and films 
featuring African American musicians and actors from the 1920s into the 
1970s. Named and curated by Serubiri Moses, Caldonia offers a window 
into an era of Black performance history that is slowly disappearing from 
public memory. This selection of promotional announcements highlights 
performers as wide-ranging as Otis Redding, Jackie “Moms” Maybley, 
Thelonius Monk and Aretha Franklin. 

Many of the posters exhibited are themselves rare, but their true 
value comes from their historical context. Taken together, they bring 
to life the networks of Black artists and Black-owned performing arts 
venues—known as the Chitlin’ Circuit—that, while not memorialized 
in history books, launched the careers of now-household names who 
shaped American music history. 

With three top 10 NBA Draft picks in the last two seasons – the most by any 
program in that span – NBA G League Ignite looks to continue building on its 
success with a state-of-the-art new home in Henderson, Nev. 

Ignite will begin playing its home games at The Dollar Loan Center in 2022-23, 
NBA G League President Shareef Abdur-Rahim recently announced. The move to 
Henderson marks the beginning of a multi-year partnership between the NBA G 
League, Foley Entertainment Group and the city of Henderson. 

After training in Walnut Creek, Calif. and playing in Las Vegas in 2021-22, 
Ignite will relocate to Henderson full-time.Operated by the Foley Entertainment 
Group, the Dollar Loan Center is a multi-purpose facility that opened in March 2022 
and seats more than 5,000 people. 

WASHINGTON D.C. – In celebration of Buwan ng Wika or National 
Language Month of the Philippines, the Sentro Rizal of the Philippine 
Embassy in Washington D.C. and the United Federation of Fil-Am Educators 
(UNIFFIED) Maryland Chapter virtually hosted the week-long summer class 
program “Silid Aralan sa Embahada,” from 08 to 12 August 2022. 

This year’s theme “Kapit-Kamay Sa Hamon ng Bagong Henerasyon, 
Kulturang Pinoy ating Mahalin” was inspired by the declaration of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) of the year 2022 as the 
Year of the ASEAN Youth. In connection with this theme, the sessions for this 
program focused on equipping the students with knowledge and training as 
next generation leaders, as well as to instill both ASEAN and Filipino values 
and identity.

The American Film Institute 
(AFI), with the support of the Japan 
Foundation, is offering screenings 
of 17 films featuring Japanese actor 
Toshiro Mifune at the AFI Silver Theatre 
and Cultural Center in Silver Spring, 
Maryland. The retrospective runs until 
September 20th and includes several 
35mm prints imported directly from 
Japan! Highlights from this selection 
include Rashomon, Seven Samurai, I 
Live In Fear, A Wife’s Heart, Red Sun, 
Yojimbo, Sanjuro, The Sword Of Doom, 
And Samurai Rebellion. 

All previously postponed 
WEEKENDS WITH ADELE 
performances have now been 
rescheduled, with dates kicking off 
November 18 at Caesars Palace. In 
addition to the 24 rescheduled shows, 8 
new shows have also been announced. 
The residency will now run from 
November 18, 2022 through March 25, 
2023. A select number of tickets will be 
available across all 32 performances. 
There will be two opportunities to 
purchase tickets for these shows . 
Access will be limited with priority given 
to fans who held tickets for the original 
show dates or had previously registered 
and been waitlisted for the WEEKENDS 
WITH ADELE Verified Fan Presale. 

LOS ANGELES, CA – Producer Janet 
Yang was elected president of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences by the 
organization’s Board of Governors.

“Janet is a tremendously dedicated 
and strategic leader who has an incredible 
record of service at the Academy.  She has 
been instrumental in launching and elevating 
several Academy initiatives on membership 
recruitment, governance, and equity, diversity, 
and inclusion,” noted Academy CEO Bill 
Kramer.  

“I am thrilled that she is taking on the 
esteemed role of Academy President and look 

We are looking for outgoing and engaging music fans to volunteer this season. 
Whether giving tours, staffing the information desk, or greeting audience members 
before a concert, volunteers not only get insider access to the world’s most famous 
concert hall, but they also enjoy numerous great perks such as complimentary 
tickets, access to exclusive events, and discounts at the Carnegie Hall Shop. For 
more information, visit: https://www.carnegiehall.org/About/Contact-Us/Volunteer

Now on Demand
You can now watch the full 

performance of Ensemble Connect’s 
springtime concert, Blossoming 
Like Crazy. Curated by Julia Wolfe, 
holder of Carnegie Hall’s 2021–2022 
Debs Composer’s Chair, this multi-
generational offering is a feast of new 
music written by living composers, 
including newly commissioned works 
by Robert Honstein and Shelley 
Washington.

Plus, applications are now open 
for the 2023–2025 class of Ensemble 
Connect! 

This paid two-year fellowship is 
seeking exemplary chamber music 
performers, dedicated teachers, and 
passionate advocates to lead the next 
generation of 21st-century musicians. 
Learn more at ensembleconnect.org. 

SENTRO RIZAL WDC, UNIFFIED-MD 
SUCCESSFULLY HOST SILID ARALAN 

SA EMBAHADA 2022

Ms. Rose Aquino-Valeriano (right) and her granddaughter Mal 
Aquino (left) during the live book reading session of “Holding 
On” written by Filipino-American Sophia Lee and illustrated by 
Filipino-American Isabel Roxas.

Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art Introduces New Exhibition 
Showcasing African American Performance History

FROM THE 1920S THROUGH THE 1970S

JANET YANG ELECTED ACADEMY PRESIDENT

forward to working closely with her on our shared vision to 
serve our membership, celebrate the collaborative arts and 
sciences of motion pictures, and inspire the next generation of 
filmmakers.”

• Teri E. Dorman, Vice President (chair, Membership 
Committee)

• Donna Gigliotti, Vice President/Secretary (chair, 
Governance Committee)

• Lynette Howell Taylor, Vice President (chair, Awards 
Committee)

• Larry Karaszewski, Vice President (chair, History 

and Preservation Committee)
• David Linde, Vice President/

Treasurer (chair, Finance Committee)
• Isis Mussenden, Vice President 

(chair, Museum Committee)
• Kim Taylor-Coleman, Vice President 

(chair, Equity and Inclusion Committee)
• Wynn P. Thomas, Vice President 

(chair, Education and Outreach Committee)
Yang is beginning her first term as 

president and her second term as a Governor-
at-Large, a position for which she was 
nominated by the sitting Academy President 
and elected by the Board of Governors.  

Yang’s extensive film producing credits include “The Joy 
Luck Club,” “The People vs. Larry Flynt,” “Zero Effect,” “High 
Crimes,” “Dark Matter,” “Shanghai Calling” and the Oscar®-
nominated animated feature “Over the Moon.”  She won an 
Emmy® for the HBO film “Indictment: The McMartin Trial.”  

A member of the Academy’s Producers Branch since 
2002, Yang most recently served on the Board as vice 
president and chair of the Membership Committee and prior to 
that, the Membership and Governance Committee.  

She is also co-chair of the Academy’s Asian Affinity 
Group.

NBA G League Ignite Moves to the 
Dollar Loan Center in Henderson, Nevada

ENSEMBLE CONNECT 
UP CLOSE:

BLOSSOMING LIKE 
CRAZY

Toshiro Mifune Retrospective

Weekends with Adele

Get Involved: Volunteer This Fall

WISDOM OF THE WISE
“We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But 
the ocean would be less because of that missing drop.” —Mother Teresa
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TRAVEL 
CHECKLIST

Before Packing
•  Liquids, gels and aerosols packed in carry-on must follow the 3-1-1 liquids rule:

 3.4 ounces or less per container
	 1	quart	size,	clear,	plastic,	zip	top	bag	(all	liquids	must	fit	in	bag)
 1 bag per passenger

•  Review the prohibited items list for both carry-on and checked baggage.

•  If purchasing a baggage lock, be sure to look for those that are TSA recognized. 
    
•  Tape a card  with your name and contact information on your electronics.

When Packing
•			Pack	items	in	layers	(shoes	one	layer,	clothes	one	layer,	electronics	one	layer,	etc.)

•   Firearms are only allowed in checked baggage and must be unloaded, placed in a locked, 
     hard-sided container and declared to your airline.

•			All	fireworks	contain	explosive	materials	and	are	not	permitted	in	checked	or	
    carry-on baggage.

•   Pack large electronics on top layer of carry-on for screening accessibility.

•   Place your 3-1-1 bag with liquids, gels and aerosols in the front pocket of your carry-on 
     for accessibility.

•   If traveling with a pet, be sure to bring a leash so carriers can be properly screened.

Before Leaving for the Airport
•   Give yourself enough time to arrive at the airport early. 

•   Wear easily removable shoes.

•   Passengers with a disability or medical condition may call ahead to the TSA Cares
					toll	free	helpline	at	(855)	787-2227.

Before Entering the Checkpoint
•		Eligible	passengers	look	for	the	TSA	PreCheck®	lane	for	expedited	screening	
    at participating airports.
  
•   Have your ID and boarding pass out for inspection.

In Standard Screening Lane
•  Remove the 3-1-1 liquids bag and place it in the bin.

•		Ensure	pockets	are	empty	(keys,	tissues,	currency,	wallets,	cell	phones,	etc.)	and	remove	
				bulky	jewelry	(valuable	items	can	be	placed	in	carry-on).

•  Remove your shoes and place them directly on the X-ray belt.

•  Remove personal electronic devices larger than a cell phone from your carry-on bag 
    and place them into a bin with nothing placed on or under them for X-ray screening. 
			(E.g.	laptops,		tablets,	e-readers	and	handheld	game	consoles.)

•   Remember to check the bins and collect all belongings after going through screening.


