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NewsBriefs
DOJ to distribute over $4B to Ponzi scheme victims

2 Guatemalans plead guilty to human smuggling

California resident sentenced to prison for PPP loan fraud

LONDON — Rishi Sunak becomes 
Britain’s third prime in under two months 
at a time when the U.K. faces what 
he has termed a “profound economic 
challenge” and as his Conservative 
Party struggles to heal divisive wounds 
from months of infighting.

He now leads the Conservatives 
with a substantial parliamentary majority 
inherited since the 2019 general 
election, when his former boss Boris 
Johnson helped win seats in areas of 
Britain that had never traditionally voted 
for the center right party . 

“ It is only right to explain why I 
am standing here as your new prime 
minister,” Sunak told the crowd of 
journalists gathered outside No. 10 
Downing Street’s famous front door, 
after formally accepting his new role 
from King Charles during a meeting at 
Buckingham Palace.

“ Right now our country is facing a 
profound economic crisis,” he said. “The 

Rishi Sunak waves outside to door to No. 10 Downing Street after delivering his 
first speech as prime minister. (Daniel Leal/AFP via Getty Images)

BUENOS AIRES — Mayor Eric 
Garcetti this week attended the C40 
World Mayors Summit – joining mayors, 
climate experts, youth activists, and 
business leaders from around the world 
to advance global action to combat the 
climate crisis. 

The C40 Cities Climate Leadership 
Group is an international network of 
nearly 100 of the world’s largest cities 
committed to concrete action to combat 
climate change. Mayor Garcetti served 
as  Chair of C40 from 2019 to 2021, and 
was succeeded by London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan. 

“When it comes to fighting the 
climate crisis, our commitments as 
cities, states, and countries are only 
as strong as the size and ambition of 
our global coalition,” said Mayor Eric 
Garcetti.

 “The C40 World Mayors Summit 
is more than just another chance to 
recognize the magnitude of this make-
or-break decade for climate action – it’s 
a chance to elevate the solutions cities 
are deploying at a neighborhood level 
that have a real impact on people’s daily 
lives. It’s also an opportunity to help 
national governments better understand 
the steps we can take together to 
chart a path toward a more livable and 
prosperous future.””

LOS ANGELES – California Attorney 
General Rob Bonta has announced the launch 
of an independent investigation into the 
City of Los Angeles and its city council with 
regard to the city’s redistricting process. The 
investigation comes on the heels of leaked 
audio revealing deeply concerning remarks 
tied to the city’s 2021 redistricting efforts, and 
will seek to determine whether there were 
any violations of state or federal voting rights 
laws and transparency laws, consistent with 
the Attorney General’s authority under the 

MANILA – Senate President Juan 
Miguel Zubiri said he will fully support 
the plan of President Ferdinand Marcos 
Jr. to explore the country’s potentials on 
nuclear energy as a cheap and reliable 
source.

Marcos said in his first State of 
the Nation Address (SONA) that if 
the country wants to attract investors, 
both local and foreign, energy-level 
production must be increased.

Despite being a renewable 
energy advocate, as evidenced by 
the Renewable Energy Act which he 
authored, Zubiri admitted that there are 
not enough efforts to produce the energy 
requirement the country needs over the 
next six years. - PNA

Texas Attorney General Paxton has joined 
an Oklahoma-led cert-stage amicus brief urging 
the U.S. Supreme Court to hear Klein v. Oregon 
Bureau of Labor and Industries and protect the 
religious liberty of a couple being targeted for their 
faith.   

The amicus brief defends a couple who 
declined to bake a wedding cake for a same-
sex wedding and were then adjudged to have 
violated Oregon’s public-accommodation law. 
The Constitution protects individuals from being 
coerced against their will to use their artistic 

Rishi Sunak takes over as UK PM facing 
enormous economic & political challenges

aftermath of COVID still lingers.”
After Liz Truss’ imploded 

premiership left the Conservative poll 
numbers sinking to historic lows, Sunak 
will have around two years to restore 
confidence among his legislators that 
they can retain power at the next 
national vote after 12 years of leading 
the government. 

“It’s the Conservative Party’s last 
chance to put in a prime minister who 
might achieve some kind of stability,” 
says Bronwen Maddox, CEO of 
Chatham House, the London-based 
think tank.” She says Sunak now has 
to “try to set out an economic plan and 
a plan for the country that gives the 
country some reassurance and may 
even bring his party to a kind of unity, 
but that remains the big question.”

That economic plan will be 
slightly easier to formulate now than 
it would have been even two weeks 
ago, as financial markets have reacted 

positively to his selection, and after the 
country’s new finance minister Jeremy 
Hunt cancelled tax cuts trumpeted by 
Truss and her team. Hunt’s role as a 
stabilizing force may help him retain the 
role that he was appointed to by Truss.

That market reaction has meant 
government borrowing costs have fallen 
to where they had been before Truss 
took the reins, reducing government 
spending on interest and thus allowing 
Sunak to better balance the books when 
he needs to borrow money to fund long-
term spending. But he will still need to 
deal with high inflation levels, elevated 
energy prices and a soaring cost of 
living.

The decisions over taxation levels 
and spending choices will no doubt 
stir controversy and prompt pushback, 
not only from his political opponents, 
including the Labour Party — which is 
riding high in polls — but also among 
his fellow Conservative legislators.-NPR

The Department of Justice announced that the Madoff Victim Fund (MVF) 
began its eighth distribution of approximately $372 million in funds forfeited 
to the U.S. government in connection with the Bernard L. Madoff Investment 
Securities LLC (BLMIS) fraud scheme.  In this distribution, payments will 
be sent to 27,219 victims across the globe, bringing their total recovery to 
88.35%. The total amount distributed now exceeds $4 billion to more than 
40,000 victims as compensation for losses they suffered from the collapse of 
BLMIS. 

California Justice Department to investigate 
L.A. City Council redistricting process

California Government Code and the California Constitution.
“Let me be absolutely clear: The job of a public official is to serve the 

people. We’re elected to represent our constituents to the best of our abilities, 
doing the most good for the most people,” said Attorney General Bonta. 
“As a father and human being, I am deeply appalled by the remarks made 
by some of Los Angeles’ highest-ranking officials. Their comments were 
unacceptable, offensive, and deeply painful. There is no place for anti-Black, 
antisemitic, anti-Indigenous, anti-LGBTQ, or any kind of discriminatory rhetoric 
in our state, especially in relation to the duties of a public official. As Attorney 
General, I am committed to doing my part to ensure the rights of the people 
of California are protected. The decennial redistricting process is foundational 
for our democracy and for the ability of our communities to make their voices 
heard — and it must be above reproach. The leaked audio has cast doubt on 
a cornerstone of our political processes for Los Angeles. Given these unique 
circumstances, my office will investigate to gather the facts, work to determine 
the truth, and take action, as necessary, to ensure the fair application of our 
laws. We will endeavor to bring the truth to light as part of the sorely-needed 
work to restore confidence in the redistricting process for the people of our 
state.”

PAXTON FIGHTS TO PROTECT RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM OF COUPLE BEING FORCED TO 

PARTICIPATE IN WEDDING THAT VIOLATES FAITH

KEN PAXTON

ROB BONTA

gifts and talents, such as designing and crafting a wedding cake, to participate in 
a ceremony that violates their religious beliefs. To force a faithful Christian cake-
maker to participate in a same-sex wedding against his faith is a violation of the First 
Amendment’s guarantee of religious freedom.   

“In sum, if our First Amendment’s religion clauses prohibit a graduating high 
school senior from being compelled to participate in prayers through standing or 
sitting silently, surely they also protect citizens from being compelled to participate in 
religious ceremonies in a much more active and artistic manner,” the brief states. 

GARCETTI JOINS GLOBAL COALITION 
OF MAYORS AT C40 WORLD SUMMIT

Time for PH to tap 
nuclear power source

Guatemalan nationals Armando Gael-Galicia aka Artemio Diego Andres 
Gonzalez and Luis Moreno-Gonzalez, 26, and Jose Diego Tercero-Gonzalez, 
22, both of whom resided in Texas, pleaded guilty in federal court in the 
Western District of Texas to conspiracy to transport and harbor aliens for 
financial gain and resulting in death. At sentencing, each will face a statutory 
maximum penalty of life in prison.

Quin Ngoc Rudin, 55, a convicted felon from California was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison for conspiring with others in schemes to defraud the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), 
a federal loans initiative designed to help businesses pay their employees and 
meet expenses during the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to court documents Rudin, the Secretary, Director and Chief 
Financial Officer of Mana Tax Services, a tax preparation business in the Los 
Angeles area,  engaged in a conspiracy to commit two fraud schemes using 
Mana Tax while on supervise release.

The Department of Justice announced that it has secured a settlement 
agreement with Professional Maintenance Management (PMM), a cleaning 
and janitorial services company based in Maryland. The settlement resolves 
the department’s determination that PMM discriminated against its non-U.S. 
citizen workers when checking their permission to work in the United States, in 
violation of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).

Maryland company to resolve discrimination claims



International News Media OCTOBER  20222

•     INTERNATIONAL   •    NATIONAL   •    LOCAL    • •     INTERNATIONAL   •    NATIONAL   •    LOCAL    • 

A week ago, Congresswoman Michelle Steel hosted a 
major political event at her office on Orangethorpe corner 
Beach Blvd. in Buena Park, one of the most conservative 
cities in OC. 

 Michelle is  one of the nicest, friendliest and thoughtful 
candidates I have ever met. She is downright brilliant yet 
her caring personality shines through. She opened the 
event with her usual engaging and friendly manner while 
dedicated Republicans watched in awe. The much touted 
event was to welcome two major politically powerful GOP 
chairwomen. The place was packed in anticipation of the 
two political superstars. The two main speakers were 
Chairwoman of the Republican National Committee Ronna 
McDaniel who received the most robust Republican support 
and was unanimously elected again, this time for her third 
term. Her brother lives in California and speaks Tagalog 
with his Filipino friends. And the First woman Chair of the 
California Republican Party. Both ladies travel non-stop 
all over the country  inspiring millions of Republicans to 
campaign and get the Republican vote. 

Chairwoman Patterson is a  hardworking leader who 
inherited this prestigious job from the still-revered Senator 
Jim Brulte, who held it for 20 years. He was so politically 
savvy and powerful that he was Speaker of the House 
for decades. His political legacy is a legend. He was 
instrumental in getting millions of Californians register as 
Republicans in the 20 years he ruled. 

Sen. Brulte may be retired now but he is still very 
much in the spotlight, energized and sharing his spectacular 
political knowledge and experience during countless 
speaking engagements. 

Chairwoman Jessica Patterson said that the  current 

October 12, 2022

On behalf of the Government of the United States, I offer heartfelt 
congratulations to the people of Spain as you celebrate your national day on 
October 12th.

Spain is an indispensable ally and close friend of the United States.  
The strong partnership between our two countries is reflected in the growing 
economic, cultural, and educational exchanges between our citizens.  I 
travelled to Spain in June for the 2022 NATO Summit to further our strong 
partnership promoting international peace, defending transatlantic security, 
standing up for human rights, and increasing our nations’ economic prosperity.  
Our countries’ joint response to Putin’s war of aggression against Ukraine 
highlights our close cooperation to uphold democracy and the rules-based 
international order.

On this special occasion, we look forward to deepening our friendship, 
strengthening our historical and cultural ties, and broadening cooperation 
based on our common values.  Happy Fiesta Nacional de España to all our 
Spanish friends!

José Ramón Andrés Puerta (born 13 July 1969) is a Spanish chef, and 
founder of World Central Kitchen(WCK), a non-profit devoted to providing 
meals in the wake of natural disasters. A Spanish-born and raised cook, he 
is often credited with bringing the small plates dining concept to America. He 
owns restaurants in Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, Las Vegas, South Beach, 
Florida, Orlando, Chicago, and New York City .

He was awarded a 2015 National Humanities Medal at a 2016 White 
House ceremony for his work with World Central Kitchen.  In addition, he 
has received honorary doctorates from Georgetown University, George 
Washington University, Harvard University, and Tufts University .

In response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake, Andrés formed World Central 
Kitchen, which provides healthy food to families and individuals touched 
by disasters.  Since it was founded, the NGO has organized meals in the 
Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, Zambia, Peru, Cuba, Uganda, Cambodia,  
and in Poland on the border of Ukraine.  It has provided aid and meals in the 
United States and Puerto Rico and has helped during the COVID-19 pandemic 
in the United States.

In 2022, during the Russian invasion of Ukraine, José Andrés announced 
that he is going to donate a part of $100 million given to him by Jeff Bezos to 
address the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. - Wikipedia 
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Special Recognition

NASA’s SpaceX Crew-4 astronauts 
aboard the Dragon spacecraft safely 
splashed down on Friday, October 
14 off the coast of Jacksonville, 
Florida, completing the agency’s 
fourth commercial crew mission to 
the International Space Station. The 
international crew of four spent 170 
days in orbit.

NASA astronauts Bob Hines, Kjell 
Lindgren, and Jessica Watkins and ESA 
(European Space Agency) astronaut 
Samantha Cristoforetti returned to Earth 
in a parachute-assisted splashdown 
at 4:55 p.m. EDT. Teams aboard 
SpaceX recovery vessels retrieved the 
spacecraft and astronauts. 

The Crew-4 mission launched at 
3:52 a.m. EDT April 27 on a Falcon 9 
rocket from NASA’s Kennedy Space 
Center in Florida. 

Hines, Lindgren, Watkins, and 
Cristoforetti traveled 72,168,935 
miles during their mission, spent 170 
days aboard the space station, and 
completed 2,720 orbits around Earth. 

Throughout their mission, the 
Crew-4 astronauts contributed to a host 
of science and maintenance activities 
and technology demonstrations. 

Dr. Arleen Brown, professor of medicine in 
the division of general internal medicine and health 
services research at the David Geffen School 
of Medicine at UCLA, has been elected to the 
National Academy of Medicine.

Brown, who is also co-director of the UCLA 
Clinical and Translational Science Institute and 
chief of the division of general internal medicine 
and health services research at Olive View-UCLA 
Medical Center, was one of 100 new members 
announced today during the academy’s annual 
meeting in Washington, D.C. She was recognized 
as “a pioneer in understanding how community, 

Scientists, musicians and scholars 
are among those honored for their 
“exceptional creativity in their work” in 
the United States with the prospect for 
still more in the future.

Each year the Chicago-based 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation recognizes individuals “on 
the precipice of great discovery or a 
game-changing idea.”

Each of this year’s 25 recipients 
will receive an $800,000 grant, spread 
over five years, with no obligations. The 
fellowships are widely known as “genius 
grants,” although the foundation avoids 
the term. Individuals cannot apply for 
the award; they must be nominated.

Meet three among the 2022 
MacArthur fellows. 

Jenna Jambeck
An environmental engineer at the 

University of Georgia, Jenna Jambeck 
explores ways to reduce global plastic 
waste pollution.

Jambeck and her colleagues in 
2015 provided the first estimate of the 
amount of plastic waste entering the 
ocean each year: 8 million metric tons. 

Since then she helped create the 
Marine Debris tracker mobile app, which 
enables people to describe the types 
and quantities of plastic debris in their 
communities. The open-access data 

SPAIN NATIONAL DAY
Statement from Antony J. Blinken, 

U.S. Secretary of State

From left, Tomeka Reid, June Huh and Jenna Jambeck are three of this year’s 
MacArthur Foundation Fellows. (© John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation)

MacArthur Foundation celebrates 
‘exceptional creativity’

By ShareAmerica

informs research and education efforts.
June Huh
June Huh, a mathematician at 

Princeton University in New Jersey, 
combines diverse branches of math 
to solve complex problems. His 
work blends algebraic geometry and 
combinatorics, two branches long 
considered distinct.

Despite the subjects’ complexity, 
Huh communicates in clear terms 
so his findings can be used in other 
fields including computer science, 
representation theory and probability 
theory.

Tomeka Reid 
Tomeka Reid, a jazz cellist and 

composer in Chicago, honors jazz’s 
traditions while experimenting with new 
sounds. 

She uses different techniques 
to produce textured sounds, such 
as attaching pencils or clips to the 
strings or making use of the percussive 
qualities of the body of the cello.

She is trained in the Western 
classical tradition, but also fluent in 
musical modes rooted in the African 
diaspora and avant-garde minimalism.

In 2013, Reid founded the Chicago 
Jazz String Summit, an annual, three-
day event that pays tribute to string 
instruments.

The SpaceX Crew Dragon Freedom 
spacecraft is seen as it lands with 
NASA astronauts in the Atlantic Ocean 
off the coast of Jacksonville, Florida, 
Friday, Oct. 14, 2022. (Credits: NASA/
Bill Ingalls)

NASA’s SpaceX Crew-4 
Astronauts Safely Splash 

Down in Atlantic

In the photo: A first, that a PINAY ilocano(Republican for 
over 50 years) shares the photo with:  RNC Chairwoman 
Ronna McDaniel, Congresswoman Michelle Steel, and  
CAGOP Chairwoman Jessica Patterson.

Two political chairwomen special guests 
at BP event admires the Filipino people

By Gale Stoddard

GOP political candidate lineup boosts of the greatest 
candidates committed to change California for the better. 
Most are lawyers, committed parents and conservative 
Christians. They are committed to making and supporting 
the police force. Price of gas will go down and no next 
taxes,  they will find ways to abolish homelessness. The 
homeless veterans will get the homes they deserve. The 
poor will not be on the outside looking in like in decades 
past at their elected politicians living in mansions. All 
will be equal living in perfect harmony. It seemed like it 
was only yesterday when LA used to malign and laugh 
at Orange County, referring to it as a hick town and the 
country bumpkin neighbor. Look where we are now. OC 
crime is down, people don’t riot, no smash and grab in 
stores, jobs are plentiful, residents are going  in droves to 
Sunday mass, people are living in their homes happy to be 
conservative still. Joy emanates from our Republican hearts 
24 hours a day. We’re where we’re at because  we believe 
God reigns here.

Professor elected to 
National Academy of Medicine

policy, health system, and individual factors contribute to racial, ethnic, and 
socioeconomic disparities in diabetes, hypertension, cardiovascular disease, and 
stroke in multiethnic communities. Throughout the pandemic, she has applied this 
expertise to enhance vaccine uptake and improve recovery from COVID-19.”

Election to the Academy is considered one of the highest honors in the 
fields of health and medicine and recognizes individuals who have demonstrated 
outstanding professional achievement and commitment to service.

OPINION
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JAKARTA – Twenty-four representatives from U.S. 
universities and colleges engaged with eager Indonesian 
students in Surabaya on October 11 and Jakarta on October 
13, kicking off the series of October EducationUSA fairs 
organized by the U.S. Embassy in Jakarta.  

Nine university representatives recruited for graduate 
students at the second set of fairs in Malang on October 20 
and Jakarta on October 22.

U.S. Embassy Jakarta Deputy Chief of Mission Michael 
Kleine opened the Jakarta fair, noting that unlike many other 
countries, the United States remained open to Indonesian 
students throughout the pandemic with the Embassy issuing 
visas and universities welcoming students to campus.  He 

HANOI AND HO CHI MINH CITY, 
October 3, 2022 – The U.S. Mission 
in Vietnam is pleased to call for 
nominations of outstanding candidates 
to participate in the AY 2023-2024 
Fulbright U.S.- ASEAN Visiting Scholar 
Program.

The Fulbright U.S.- ASEAN Visiting 
Scholar Program is open to university 
faculty, foreign ministry or other 
government officials, and professional 
staff of the private sector, think tanks, 
and other NGOs in the ASEAN Member 

Thirty Brazilian Federal Police officers representing twenty-three different 
states throughout Brazil participated in a training on the use of new technology 
to help combat child pornography.  

The training was jointly sponsored by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement’s (ICE) Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), the U.S. 
Department of State’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement 
Affairs, and the Brazilian Federal Police, who hosted the event.  Rodrigo 
de Souza Carvalho, Acting Director of the National Police Academy; Diana 
Calzans Mann, Supervisor of the Cyber Crimes Unit at the Federal Police 
Headquarters; and Brasilia ICE/HSI Attaché Cheryl Bassett kicked off the 
training at the National Police Academy training facility in Brasilia.

The four-day workshop provided hands-on training on the Child 
Protection System, a software program used by law enforcement authorities 
around the world to assist with the identification of individuals and groups 
trading child pornography online.

ACCRA, Ghana – U.S. Ambassador Virginia Palmer swore-in 12 Peace Corps 
Volunteers to begin their service in the Eastern and Volta Regions.  The Volunteers 
are the first to return to Ghana following the global evacuation during the pandemic 
in 2020.  Volunteers will serve in the education, agriculture, and health sectors.  
Honorable Kwaku Agyemang-Manu, Ministry of Health, Honorable Yaw Frimpong-
Addo, Deputy Minister of Food and Agriculture, and Mr. Divine Ayidzoe, Chief 
Director for the Ministry of Education also attended the ceremony.

In her remarks, Ambassador Palmer said “Peace Corps is a significant marker 
of the deep and resilient partnership between the United States and Ghana.  Today 
we celebrate twelve trainees who join a legacy of excellence – the 5,000 grassroots 
ambassadors, who have served in Ghana over the past 61 years.”

ADDIS ABABA --   Ruth Anne 
Stevens-Klitz, Counselor for Public 
Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in Addis 
Ababa, formally launched “Tech Camp 
Addis,” a yearlong, nationwide project, 
made possible with a grant from the 
United States government.

Tech Camp Addis will be facilitated 
by international and local trainers, 
who are designers, developers, and 
disinformation trackers with experience 
in mobile video production, investigative 
journalism, and fact-checking.  Sixty 
women and men, including journalists, 
fact-checkers, and digital citizens from 
across Ethiopia will participate.

Upon completion of this first 
workshop, the participants will work 
on mini–Tech Camps, workshops, and 
training opportunities when they return 
to their communities.  These Tech 
Camps will empower journalists and 
digital citizens across Ethiopia to work 
together to combat misinformation and 
disinformation. 

Brazilian Federal Police officers receive training 
in use of new technology to combat child pornography

EducationUSA promotes opportunities for 
Indonesians to study in United States through the 
First In-Person Education USA Fairs since 2020

U.S. Embassy Jakarta Deputy Chief of Mission Michael F. 
Kleine opened the EducationUSA Fair in Jakarta. (Photo: 
State Dept. / Erik A. Kurniawan) 

Photo: State Dept. / Erik A. Kurniawan) 

encouraged students to take advantage of the “precious 
opportunity to study in a different country, learn about a new 
culture, and learn more about yourself and Indonesia in the 
process .

Nearly 700 students in Surabaya and Jakarta braved 
rush hour traffic and October rains to chat with university 
representatives along with representatives from the 
Indonesian Endowment Fund for Education (LPDP), the 
Fulbright Commission (AMINEF), and representatives from the 
U.S. Embassy.  

The fairs also featured sessions on the IELTS test and 
application tips.  This was the U.S. Embassy Jakarta’s first 
in-person fair from EducationUSA since February 2020.

From September 12-16, 2022 at the Nuclear Security Training Center in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan, DTRA held a workshop focused on nuclear material accounting 
and control capacity-building using Kazakhstan’s nuclear material inventory 
management system. DTRA partners with Kazakhstan to sustain this system to 
support Kazakhstan’s international reporting requirements for nuclear material.

The second engagement took place from September 19-23, 2022 at the 
Anti-Crisis Training Center in Ust-Kamenogorsk, Kazakhstan. Kazakhstani National 
Guard trainers led a train-the-trainer (T3) version of a physical protection systems 
operations training course, designing and leading both lectures and practical 
exercises with observation from U.S. experts. This T3 process is part of a broader 
selection of training where Kazakhstani instructors modify existing DTRA-provided 
curriculum and then deliver the courses as part of a partner-led transition to 
sustainment. 

The US partners with Kazakhstan on its non-proliferation and nuclear security 
efforts as part of our ongoing cooperation under the Umbrella Agreement “Between 
the United States of America and the Republic of Kazakhstan Concerning the 
Destruction of Silo Launchers of Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles, Emergency 
Response, and the Prevention of Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction.”

DTRA partners with Kazakhstan on  
nuclear security training courses 

U.S. Embassy in 
Addis Ababa launches 

Tech Camp

When you sponsor a child for $39 a month, you’ll help empower that child 
— and children in their community — to overcome poverty for good. You’ll 
show God’s love and meet practical needs by helping their community get 
sustainable access to essentials like clean water, education, healthcare, and 
more. - worldvision.org

U.S. Ambassador swears in 12 Peace Corps Volunteers 
for Education, Agriculture, and Health Sectors

12 Peace Corps Volunteers taking Oath of Office, September 08, 2022 

SPONSOR 
A CHILD

Fulbright US- ASEAN Visiting Scholar Program 2023
States. Selected Fulbright U.S.- ASEAN 
Visiting Scholars will travel to the United 
States for three to four months during 
the first half of 2024, where they will 
carry out scholarly and professional 
research on priority issues related 
to ASEAN and the U.S.- ASEAN 
relationship.

For details on the eligibility 
requirements, expenses covered and 
application process, please visit the 
website at https://vn.usembassy.gov/
education-culture/fulbright-program-

vietnam/us-asean-fulbright-visiting-
scholar/ or contact Ms. Hoang Phuong, 
Program Assistant at phone (024) 3850-
5067 or email hoangpvl@state.gov

WASHINGTON—The world is unlikely to meet the goal of ending extreme 
poverty by 2030 absent history-defying rates of economic growth over the 
remainder of this decade, according to a new World Bank study. The study finds 
that COVID-19 dealt the biggest setback to global poverty-reduction efforts since 
1990 and the war in Ukraine threatens to make matters worse. The Bank’s latest 
Poverty and Shared Prosperity Report provides the first comprehensive look at the 
global landscape of poverty in the aftermath of the extraordinary series of shocks to 
the global economy over the past few years. It estimates that the pandemic pushed 
about 70 million people into extreme poverty in 2020, the largest one-year increase 
since global poverty monitoring began in 1990. As a result, an estimated 719 million 
people subsisted on less than $2.15 a day by the end of 2020. - World Bank

GLOBAL PROGRESS IN REDUCING 
EXTREME POVERTY GRINDS TO A HALT

By 2030, Nearly 600 Million People 
Will Struggle on Less Than $2.15 a Day
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The biggest church in National with over 4000+ members.

VOTE! NOVEMBER 8th, 2022
MARISSA ACIERTO, DISTRICT 3, NATIONAL CITY COUNCIL

During the event of the forum , Honorable 
National City Mayor Alejandra Sotelo- Solis 
endorses Marissa Acierto . 

Honorable Mona Rios, National City Coun-
cil District 3 ( incumbent )

With Hon. Alma Sarmiento, Governing 
Board Member, National City School District 
(27 years)
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INM Book Choice
AND THERE WAS LIGHT:

ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND THE AMERICAN STRUGGLE

• Did You Know? • 

By JON MEACHAM

• Education News • 

Pulitzer Prize-winning 
biographer and #1 New York Times 
bestselling author Jon Meacham 
chronicles the life and moral 
evolution of Abraham Lincoln and 
explores why and how Lincoln 
confronted secession, threats to 
democracy, and the tragedy of 
slavery in order to expand the 
possibilities of America.

* * *
This book tells the story 

of Lincoln from his birth on the 
Kentucky frontier in 1809 to his 
leadership during the Civil War to 
his tragic assassination at Ford’s 
Theater on Good Friday 1865: his 
rise, his self-education through 
reading, his loves, his bouts of 
depression, his political failures, his 
deepening faith, and his persistent 
conviction that slavery must end. 

In a nation shaped by the 
courage of the enslaved of the era 
and by the brave witness of Black 
Americans of the nineteenth century, 
Lincoln’s story illuminates the ways 
and means of politics, the marshaling 
of power in a belligerent democracy, 
the durability of white supremacy 
in America, and the capacity of 

In a series of experiments 
using functional magnetic 
resonance imaging (fMRI) to 
measure brain activity across 
networks in the brain, Johns 
Hopkins Medicine researchers 
looked at how stress might increase 
appetite in obese and lean adults. 
The researchers found that stress 
impacts the brain’s responses to 
food, and that both lean and obese 
adults react to food cues in areas 
of the brain associated with reward 
and cognitive control. -- Johns 
Hopkins 

It is normal for children and youth 
to experience various types of emotional 
distress as they develop and mature. 
For example, it is common for children 
to experience anxiety about school, or 
youth to experience short periods of 
depression that are transient in nature. 
When symptoms persist, it may be time 
to seek professional assistance. While 
most youth are healthy, physically and 
emotionally, one in every four to five 
youth in the general population meet 
criteria for a lifetime mental disorder and 
as a result may face discrimination and 
negative attitudes.1 As with physical 
health, mental health is not merely the 
absence of disease or a mental health 
disorder. It includes emotional well-
being, psychological well-being, social 
well-being2 and involves being able to

• navigate successfully the 
complexities of life,

• develop fulfilling relationships,
• adapt to change,
• utilize appropriate coping 

mechanisms to achieve well-being 
without discrimination.

• realize their potential,
• have their needs met, and
• develop skills that help them 

navigate the different environments they 
inhabit.3

The presence or absence of 
various combinations of protective and 
risk factors contribute to the mental 
health of youth and efforts can be 
undertaken to promote positive mental 
health and prevent or minimize mental 
health problems. Youth with mental 
health disorders may face challenges 
in their homes, school, community, and 
interpersonal relationships. Despite 
these challenges, for most youth, 
mental health distress is episodic, not 

Almost 500 million people will 
develop heart disease, obesity, diabetes 
or other noncommunicable diseases 
(NCDs) attributable to physical inactivity, 
between 2020 and 2030, costing US$ 
27 billion annually, if governments 
don’t take urgent action to encourage 
more physical activity among their 
populations.

The Global status report on 
physical activity 2022, published  by the 
World Health Organization, measures 
the extent to which governments are 
implementing recommendations to 
increase physical activity across all 
ages and abilities.

Data from 194 countries show 
that overall, progress is slow and 
that countries need to accelerate the 
development and implementation of 
policies to increase levels of physical 
activity and thereby prevent disease and 
reduce burden on already overwhelmed 
health care systems.

• Less than 50% of countries 
have a national physical activity policy, 
of which less than 40% are operational

• Only 30% of countries have 

conscience to shape the maelstrom 
of events.

Lincoln was not all he might 
have been—few human beings 
ever are—but he was more than 
many men have ever been. We 
could have done worse. And we 
have. And, as Lincoln himself would 
readily acknowledge, we can always 
do better. But we will do so only 
if we see Abraham Lincoln—and 
ourselves—whole. 

WHO highlights high cost of physical 
inactivity in first-ever global report

national physical activity guidelines for 
all age groups

• While nearly all countries 
report a system for monitoring physical 
activity in adults, 75% of countries 
monitor physical activity among 
adolescents, and less than 30% monitor 
physical activity in children under 5 
years

• In policy areas that could 
encourage active and sustainable 
transport, only just over 40% of 
countries have road design standards 
that make walking and cycling safer.  

The economic burden of physical 
inactivity is significant and the cost 
of treating new cases of preventable 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) will 
reach nearly US$ 300 billion by 2030, 
around US$ 27 billion annually.

To help countries increase physical 
activity, WHO’s Global action plan on 
physical activity 2018-2030 (GAPPA) 
sets out 20 policy recommendations – 
including policies to create safer roads 
to encourage more active transport, 
provide more programmes and 
opportunities for physical activity in key 
settings, such as childcare, schools, 
primary health care and the workplace. 

The report calls for countries to 
prioritize physical activity as key to 
improving health and tackling NCDs, 
integrate physical activity into all 
relevant policies, and develop tools, 
guidance and training to improve 
implementation. -- WHO 

MENTAL HEALTH
permanent, and most can successfully 
navigate the challenges that come from 
experiencing a mental health disorder 
with treatment, peer and professional 
supports and services, and a strong 
family and social support network.  -- 
Kids.gov

CAN OBESITY AND 
STRESS INFLUENCE 

APPETITE? 

Financial aid a crucial factor in many decisions . 
Nearly 85 percent of those admitted to the Class of 2025 say they will 

come to Harvard in the fall. The College expects to welcome 1,962 first-year 
students this August.

This month, Harvard announced that it is planning for a full return to 
campus in the fall, including opening residential accommodations at full 
density and holding classes in person.

“We are thrilled to welcome the many promising students admitted in the 
Class of 2025 and look forward to seeing all they accomplish in their years at 
Harvard,” said William R. Fitzsimmons, dean of admissions and financial aid.- 
Harvard University 

Since its creation in 1988, Red Ribbon Week has served as a reminder to 
celebrate living drug free. We invite you to celebrate with us October 23-
31, 2022, in honor of DEA Special Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena. 

A healthy immune system requires a whole body approach, starting with 
what you eat. We’ve gathered our favorite foods that are natural sources 
of vitamins C, D & E, selenium, and zinc.

Mexico City   --   Pop. 9.2 million

Beijing          --   Pop. 22 million

Tokyo           --   Pop. 14 million

Shanghai     --   Pop. 25 million

Mumbai       --   Pop. 12 million

New York     --   Pop. 8.8 million

Dhaka          --   Pop. 7.0 million
 
São Paulo    --   Pop. 22 million
 
İstanbul        --    Pop. 16 million
 
Osaka          --    Pop. 2.8 million
 
Chongqing    --   Pop. 32 million
 
Guangzhou   --   Pop. 19 million
 
Cairo             --    Pop. 10 million
 
Buenos Aires  --  Pop. 2.9 million
 
Karachi          --   Pop. 15 million
 
Kolkata          --   Pop. 15 million
 
Lagos            --    Pop. 8.0 million
 
Manila            --   Pop. 1.7 million 

Source: Wikipedia

BIGGEST CITIES 
IN THE WORLD

RED RIBBON WEEK

HEALTHY FOODS

1,962 admitted to the Class of 2025 
at Harvard University
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WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue 
Service and its Security Summit partners urged 
families to remain vigilant year-round and consider 
taking additional steps to protect their personal 
informationPDF during National Cybersecurity 
Month.

Cybersecurity Awareness Month, 
conducted every October, is a collaboration 
between government and private industry to 
raise awareness about digital security and 
empower everyone to protect themselves against 
cybercrime. While the IRS and its Security Summit 
partners continue a robust effort fighting identity 
theft and fraudulent tax returns, help is still needed. 
Families, especially teens and senior citizens, need 
to know the importance of being cautious and how 
to stay safe online.

The Security Summit is a coalition of state tax 

Your Social Security number is an important key for an 
identity thief. Scammers want it, and they think of all sorts of 
ways to trick you into giving it away.

Here at the Federal Trade Commission, we’re getting 
reports about calls from scammers claiming to be from the 
Social Security Administration. They say there’s been a 
computer problem, and they need to confirm your Social 
Security number.

Other people have told us that they have come across 
spoof websites that look like the place where you would 
apply for a new Social Security card – but these websites are 
actually a setup to steal your personal information.

If you get a phone call or are directed to a website other 
than ssa.gov that is claiming to be associated with the Social 
Security Administration, don’t respond. It’s most likely a scam.

Here’s some tips to deal with these government 
imposters:

Influenza (flu) season is upon 
us. Now is the time to take extra 
precautions with your health and 
that of your family and friends. 
Complications of flu may include 
bacterial pneumonia and worsening 
of chronic medical conditions, such 
as heart failure, asthma, or diabetes. 
Identifying symptoms is the most 
important step in preventing the flu. 

Flu Symptoms
• Feeling feverish/chills
• Cough
• Sore throat
• Runny or stuffy nose
• Muscle or body aches
• Headaches
• Fatigue (tiredness)
• Diarrhea/vomiting
Help Stop the Spread of Flu
• Get vaccinated. The flu 

vaccine has been shown to reduce 

Phishing is a form of social engi-
neering. Phishing attacks use email or 
malicious websites to solicit personal 
information by posing as a trustworthy 
organization. For example, an attacker 
may send email seemingly from a repu-
table financial institution that requests 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. – After eight 
years of leading Catholic Charities USA 
(CCUSA), Sister Donna Markham OP, 
Ph.D., will retire as its President and 
CEO in summer 2023.

Sister Donna is the first woman to 
lead the U.S. domestic humanitarian 
work of the Catholic Church and is the 
10th president in CCUSA’s 112-year 
history. Her retirement culminates a 
more than 40-year career spent leading 
efforts to reduce poverty and providing 
care for people at-risk.

“Words cannot adequately express 
our gratitude to Sister Donna Markham 
for her visionary and effective leadership 
of CCUSA over the past eight years,” 
said Neal Black, chairperson of the 
CCUSA Board of Directors. “The 
Catholic Charities network is a beacon 
of hope for millions of vulnerable people 
across the U.S., and Sister Donna has 

During National Cybersecurity Month, IRS and Security Summit Partners offer tips
agencies, private-sector tax industry officials and 
the IRS that works year-round to protect taxpayers. 
Together, they are fighting back against emerging 
criminal threats in the United States and overseas 
that use identity theft to file fraudulent returns for 
refunds.

During National Cybersecurity Month, the 
IRS is asking parents, families and others to be 
mindful of the potential dangers in sharing devices 
at home, shopping online and using social media. 
Often, the less experienced can put themselves 
and others at risk by leaving an unnecessary trail 
of personal information for fraudsters.

Online safety
A few simple suggestions that can help protect 

children and other vulnerable groups from potential 
dangers to their personal data are:

• Recognize and avoid scams. Phishing 

emails, fake social media profiles, threatening 
phone calls and texts from thieves posing as 
the IRS or legitimate organizations, especially 
government programs, present ongoing risks. 
Learn what a scam call sounds like, and do not 
click on links or download attachments from 
unsolicited suspicious emails from unknown 
senders and verify contact/content/context with 
trusted senders.

• Never overshare. Providing only what 
is necessary will minimize online exposure to 
scammers and criminals. Do not share too much 
personal information like birthdates, addresses, 
age, financial information such as bank account 
and Social Security numbers.

• Public Wi-Fi networks. Connection to Wi-
Fi in a mall or coffee shop is convenient but it may 
not be safe. Cybercriminals can easily intercept 

personal information on public networks so always 
use a virtual private network when connecting to 
public Wi-Fi.

• Use security software and anti-virus 
protections. Make sure electronic devices have 
security software that is always turned on and can 
automatically update. Encrypt sensitive files such 
as tax records stored on computers. Ensure all 
family members have comprehensive protection, 
especially if devices are being shared. Use strong, 
unique passwords for each account. Consider a 
password manager, enable two-factor or multi-
factor authentication for business, personal and 
online accounts.

Remember, the IRS does not use text 
messages or social media to discuss personal tax 
issues. For more information, visit the Tax Scams 
and Consumer Alerts page on IRS.gov.

Minority Business Development 
Agency

 Washington, District of Columbia
Starting at $106,823 (GS 13)

NOW HIRING
MINORITY BUSINESS 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Washington , DC

SMALL BUSINESS
CREDIT INITIATIVE PROGRAM

-SEEKING-
Supervisory Program Manager
Program Analyst
(Compliance and Reporting)
Management Analyst
(Compliance and Reporting)
Project Manager
Program Analyst
(Resource Management) 

Management Analyst
(Resource Management 

The Small Business Credit Initiative 
Program is a significant part of MBDA’s 
mission to help minority businesses 
grow to their full potential, and you can 
be a part of it! 

Visit USAJobs.gov to find a 
position that best suits your skills, and 
meets MBDA’s needs for this exciting 
initiative!

SCAMMERS IMPERSONATE THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
By ARI LAZARUS, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC

• Don’t give the caller your information. Never give 
out or confirm sensitive information – like your bank account, 
credit card, or Social Security number – unless you know who 
you’re dealing with. If someone has contacted you, you can’t 
be sure who they are.

• Don’t trust a name or number. Con artists use 
official-sounding names to make you trust them. To make 
their call seem legitimate, scammers use internet technology 
to spoof their area code – so although it may seem they 
are calling from Washington, DC, they could be calling from 
anywhere in the world.

• Check with the Social Security Administration. The 
SSA has a warning about these scams and suggests you 
contact them directly at 1-800-772-1213to verify the reason 
for the contact and the person’s identity prior to providing any 
information to the caller. 

Good habits to protect 
yourself against influenza

flu-related illnesses and serious 
complications.

• Avoid close contact and 
stay home when you are sick. Avoid 
close contact with people who are 
sick.

• Cover your mouth and 
nose. Flu viruses spread mainly by 
droplets dispersed when people with 
flu cough, sneeze or talk. Cover your 
mouth and nose with a tissue when 
coughing or sneezing.

• Wash your hands. One of 
the most effective ways to prevent 
the spread of germs is by washing 
your hands. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose, and mouth. Germs can be 
spread when a person touches 
something that is contaminated with 
germs and then touches his or her 
eyes, nose, and mouth.

President & CEO of CCUSA, 
Sister Donna Markham, to retire

admirably led CCUSA during a time 
when so many need so much more. 
Through the organization’s increased 
innovation, collaboration, advancement 
and advocacy efforts, Sister Donna 
leaves an indelible mark on the social 
services work of the Catholic Church.”

What is a phishing attack?
account information, often suggesting 
that there is a problem. When users 
respond with the requested information, 
attackers can use it to gain access to 
the accounts. Phishing attacks may also 
appear to come from other types of or-
ganizations, such as charities. Attackers 

often take advantage of current events 
and certain times of the year, such as

• Natural disasters 
• Epidemics and health scares
• Economic concerns 
• Major political elections
• Holidays
Source : CISA.GOV 
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Plaza de Oriente is a square in the historic centre of Madrid, Spain. - 
Wikipedia 

WASHINGTON D.C. – Chef Erwin “Wing” Villarias, who 
was invited by the Sentro Rizal of the Philippine Embassy in 
DC to represent the Philippines in this year’s Embassy Chef 
Challenge (ECC), claimed the People’s Choice Award for his 
signature chicken inasal (or chicken roast). The event was 
held at the Smithsonian American Art Museum on Thursday, 
13 October 2022. 

Chef Wing is a rising Filipino Chef with feature articles 
from the Washington Post, Arlington Magazine, and 
Washington City Paper. From his humble beginnings in his 
hometown Roxas, Palawan, his hardwork and perseverance 
paved the way as he entered the culinary scene in the 
culturally diverse city of Washington D.C. He opened his 
Filipino pop-up restaurant called Balangay DC in the midst of 
the pandemic in 2021. 

He is now the People’s Choice Awardee of this 
prestigious culinary competition with his creations - the 
Philippine Chicken Inasal and Majin Ube cocktail. His chicken 
inasal was marinated for 24 hours in a unique marinade made 
from lemongrass, coconut milk, garlic and ginger sauce, and 
served with toasted garlic rice, pickled papaya, fried enoki 
mushroom and chili. It is then paired with an Ube (Native 
Philippine purple yam) and gin based cocktail.

Chef Wing’s success is the third winning streak of the 
Philippines in this competition. 

Chef Erwin “Wing” Villarias was 
awarded the People’s Choice during 
the 2022 Embassy Chef Challenge

DC food lovers go for chicken inasal 
at 2022 Embassy Chef Challenge

Chef Wing and the Embassy team celebrates their win

2The People’s Choice - Chef Wing’s Signature Chicken 
Inasal and Majin Ube cocktail

Our very own Chef Claude Tayag’s Bringhe won the 
People’s Choice Award in 2016, while Chef Abigail Sincioco-
Mateo’s Pork Sisig secured both Judges’ and People’s Choice 
Awards in 2018.

Embassy Chef Challenge (ECC), part of the 2022 Events 
DC International City Food Festival, is DC’s annual culinary 
showdown wherein Chefs from all over the world showcase 
the unique flavors of their own countries. 

Los Angeles Press Club welcomes 
Rebecca Ford to the LAPC Board of 
Directors.

Rebecca Ford is Vanity Fair’s 
senior awards correspondent, where 
she writes for the magazine’s Hollywood 
section with a focus on awards season. 
Joining the publication in 2021, Rebecca 
writes profiles, features and columns 
covering the contenders of Oscar and 
Emmy season, along with other pieces 
delving into the entertainment business. 
She also moderates panels, covers film 
festivals and participates in Vanity Fair’s 
weekly awards podcast, “Little Gold 
Men.”

She previously spent 10 years 
working at The Hollywood Reporter, 
most recently serving as the senior 
awards editor where she oversaw all 
coverage of awards for the industry 
trade. She was included on Gold 

LOS ANGELES, CA — The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
tonight honored its student winners from colleges and universities around the world 
at the 49th Student Academy Awards® ceremony.  The Gold, Silver and Bronze 
Medal awards were announced and presented during an in-person ceremony, a first 
since 2019, held at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures’ David Geffen Theater 
in Los Angeles.  This year, the Student Academy Awards competition received a 
total of 1,796 entries from 614 colleges and universities around the world.  The 2022 
winners join the ranks of such past Student Academy Award® winners as Patricia 
Cardoso, Pete Docter, Spike Lee, Patricia Riggen and Robert Zemeckis.  The 2022 
ceremony was Hosted by Terrence Jenkins. 

LAS VEGAS -- MGM Resorts 
International (NYSE: MGM) (“MGM 
Resorts” or the “Company”) has 
partnered with Grant a Gift Autism 
Foundation-Ackerman Center (GGAF) 
on a new vocational job placement 
program, providing training and MGM 
Resorts employment opportunities to 
individuals with autism. As part of the 
partnership, MGM Resorts has pledged 
$1 million to expand the program over 
the next five years.

National data shows that most 
autistic adults are unemployed or 
underemployed and experience 
substantial challenges to attaining 
competitive employment opportunities. 
The program helps ensure that teens 
and adults with autism are provided the 
support necessary to gain meaningful 
employment.

As part of the partnership, GGAF 
will provide clients with a 12-week 
vocational readiness training program 
(entitled Working on Occupational 
Readiness, Knowledge and Skills), in 
which they will learn pivotal vocational 
skills and have access to parent 
empowerment training and other family 
services. After completion, GGAF clients 
will have the opportunity to apply for 
open MGM Resorts positions that meet 
specific requirements for the program. 

Japanese guitarist MIYAVI 
visited Lake Braddock Secondary 
School earlier this month for a live 
performance for more than 650 
students. During the performance 
he spoke about the importance 
of his mission as a Goodwill 
Ambassador for the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), the message behind each 
of the songs he played, and his 
journey as both a musician and actor. 

MANILA, Philippines – The 
Philippine Travel Exchange (PHITEX) 
2022 tallied a record-breaking PHP 
172,602,851.00 business sales leads  in 
just two days, according to  data from 
the Tourism Promotions Board (TPB) 
Philippines, the marketing arm of the 
Department of Tourism.

The said amount is based on 
the initial submission of negotiated 
sales of Philippine sellers physically 
present at the event from October 19 
to 20, 2022 surpassing sales reports of 
pre-pandemic editions when it lodged 

MGM RESORTS 
INTERNATIONAL 

PLEDGES  $1-M TO 
AUTISM CENTER
Pledge to support new 

Vocational Job 
Placement Program

MIYAVI performs for local students

Rebecca Ford joins 
LAPC Board of Directors

House’s 2020 A100 list, highlighting the 
most influential Asians in culture and 
media. Rebecca lives in Los Angeles 
with her husband and daughter. 

MEDALISTS REVEALED AT 2022 
STUDENT ACADEMY AWARDS®

First In-Person SAA Ceremony Since 2019 Held at Academy 
Museum and Hosted by Actor–Producer Terrence Jenkins

PHITEX 2022 yields record high 
Php173 million sales leads

94.8 million in 2018, and P46 million in 
2019. In its hybrid format in 2020 and 
2021, sales leads from the PHITEX 
aggregated to P43 Million and P69 
million, respectively.

Now on its 21st year, the PHITEX 
is the biggest government-led travel 
trade event in the country organized by 
the Tourism Promotions Board (TPB) 
Philippines.

“The impressive turnout of buyers 
and sellers, and the record-breaking 
numbers encapsulate the positive 
outlook for our country and growing 
interest in our destinations. As we 
embark in an aggressive campaign to 
revive our tourism industry and roll-out 
never seen before projects that will 
facilitate an enhanced connectivity 
into and around the Philippines, 
and provide a more convenient and 
seamless travel experience for guests, 
we anticipate more interest from local 
and international tourism stakeholders,” 
shared Tourism Secretary Christina 
Garcia Frasco, who sits as the 
chairperson of the TPB.



International News Media OCTOBER  20228


