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People as agents of tourism transportation

FTC returns more than $830,000 to students misled by
medical school’s deceptive marketing claims 

IRS to hire over 700 new employees to help taxpayers

Last minute resistance at the COP26 summit over efforts to phase out coal left many countries disap-
pointed, but the agreement still marked new progress. (Jeff J Mitchell/Getty Images via NPR)

ANKARA – The global population hit 8 billion people on Friday, a 
milestone in human development, according to United Nations estimates.

“The milestone is an occasion to celebrate diversity and advancements 
while considering humanity’s shared responsibility for the planet,” UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said in a prior statement on Thursday.

Though the growth rate has fallen, the world’s human population is 
expected to keep growing, attributed to improvements in public health, 
nutrition, personal hygiene and medicine.

“While it took the global population 12 years to grow from 7 to 8 billion, it 
will take approximately 15 years --until 2037 -- for it to reach 9 billion, a sign 
that the overall growth rate of the global population is slowing,” the UN said.

India is poised to overtake China as the world’s most populous country 
in 2023, the UN has estimated.

Eight countries –the Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
India, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Tanzania – will account for more 
than half of the predicted increase in world population by 2050.-  (Anadolu)

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates – The inaugural 
Global Media Congress (GMC), the first in the Middle East, 
opens Tuesday, bringing together media industry stakeholders, 
tech firms, and journalists worldwide.

State-run Philippine News Agency (PNA) is among the 
participants in the three-day event, with News and Information 
Bureau Assistant Director Lee Ann Pattugalan leading the five-
man delegation.

Organized by ADNEC Group in partnership with PNA’s 
partner agency, Emirates News Agency (WAM), the GMC will 
see an exhibition and specialized conference workshops that 
focus on the latest developments in and future of the media 
sector.

With the theme “Shaping the Future of the Media 
Industry”, the event provides a platform to highlight the position 
of mass media in the Middle East whilst engaging a global 
audience, driving innovative visions and collaborations that will 
advance the sector.

“The media industry has also come a long way and media 
practitioners have to keep on gaining knowledge through 
training and seminars to keep them abreast of the latest 

\WASHINGTON— U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services 
hosted  several Veterans Day-themed 
naturalization ceremonies across the 
country, welcoming veterans, service 
members, and military spouses as 
America’s newest citizens.

More than 3,900 naturalization 
candidates, including members of the 
U.S military, veterans, and their families 
took the Oath of Allegiance in 50 
ceremonies. These events honored the 
sacrifices they have made by serving 
our country, and also highlighted  our 
agency’s commitment to providing 
immigration services to the military 
community.

“USCIS is grateful to all members 
of the U.S. military, veterans, and their 
families who have put their faith and 
trust in America. We are honored to 
have a role in supporting non-citizen 
service members on their citizenship 
journey, so they can become citizens 
of the country they have already sworn 
to protect,” said USCIS Director Ur M. 
Jaddou. 

LAREDO, Texas– As the Thanksgiving/Black Friday travel season looms 
on the horizon, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Office of Field 
Operations (OFO) at the Laredo Port of Entry encourages travelers to plan 
ahead, apply for I-94 travel permits online and utilize Ready Lanes as CBP 
prepares to implement measures to facilitate holiday traffic.  

The Laredo Port of Entry strongly encourages travelers to apply for their 
tourist permits online via the CBP One™  mobile application, available on 
Google Play or Apple App Store or through http://i94.cbp.dhs.govTravelers 
receive a provisional I-94 after submitting their application and payment 
online. 

To finalize the I-94 process, travelers must present themselves at a port 
of entry within seven days of their application to be interviewed by a CBP 
officer, submit biometric fingerscans and a photo is taken. The Laredo Port of 
Entry will extend front of the line privileges to travelers who submit their I-94 
applications electronically and present their provisional I-94 permit receipt.

The Federal Trade Commission is sending payments totaling more than 
$830,300 to 1,376 people who began their enrollment at Saint James School 
of Medicine between Fall 2016 and Summer 2021. The for-profit medical 
school in the Caribbean and its Illinois-based operators allegedly misled 
prospective students about their chances of success—both in passing a 
medical school standardized test and in matching with a residency program 
after graduation.

WASHINGTON – In addition to the more than 4,000 people recently 
hired to fill critical customer service representative positions, the Internal 
Revenue Service is now seeking over 700 new employees to help taxpayers 
at Taxpayer Assistance Centers across the country.  This increase in staffing 
is part of much wider IRS improvements enabled by the Inflation Reduction 
Act funding approved in August 2022, and additional updates on the 
implementation of the landmark 10-year legislation will be provided soon. 

World leaders signed off on a new climate 
change agreement after two weeks of intense 
negotiations in Glasgow, Scotland. While some 
countries committed to more ambitious cuts to 
heat-trapping pollution, many nations did not agree 
to rein in emissions fast enough for the world 
to avoid the worst damage from climate-driven 
storms, heat waves and droughts. 

Still, the summit’s progress means that 
goal could still be within reach, experts say — if 
countries follow through on their promises. 

The agreement was built from compromises 
on many fronts, including a last minute effort by 
India to weaken efforts to phase-out coal. Still, 
it broke new ground in creating a worldwide 
consensus to transition away from fossil fuels and 
to speed up countries’ ambitions to cut emissions 
faster. 

As negotiators met in closed-door sessions, 
thousands of activists filled the streets to remind 
them the world has less than a decade to get 
greenhouse gases under control. Emissions need 
to fall around 45% by 2030 to give the world a 

NEW CLIMATE CHANGE PACT SIGNED AT THE U.N. CLIMATE SUMMIT
chance of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
by 2100 (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit). Instead, they’re 
expected to rise almost 14% over the next nine 
years. 

“The negotiations have been far from easy,” 
said COP26 President Alok Sharma. “Each and 
every one of you and the nations you represent 
have stepped here in Glasgow, agreeing to do what 
it takes to keep 1.5 alive.”

After four years of absence under former 
President Trump, the U.S. sought to regain its 
climate credibility at these talks, urging other 
nations to be more ambitious while trying to ensure 
its own policies aren’t killed by a divided Congress.

Developing countries, already suffering 
damage from more intense hurricanes and 
droughts, made a unified plea for climate justice. 
Richer countries are responsible for the bulk of 
climate emissions, they said, but poorer countries 
are suffering the most. In the end, they were 
among the most disappointed as COP26 ended, 
leaving mostly with promises that their pleas would 
be addressed in the future. - NPR

Inaugural Global Media Congress kicks off in Abu Dhabi

The opening of the Global Media Congress in Abu Dhabi, 
UAE (PNA photo)

updates in the industry,” Pattugalan said. 
The conference and its range of workshops will offer 

an interactive platform for journalists, tech firms, content 
creators, digital marketing professionals, streaming giants, 
entertainment executives, regulators, and key media 
stakeholders. (PNA)

World population hits 8 billion USCIS HOSTED 
SPECIAL  

NATURALIZATION 
CEREMONIES
IN HONOR OF 

VETERANS  DAY

CBP announces measures to facilitate 
upcoming Thanksgiving, Black Friday holiday 

traffic at the Laredo Port of Entry

Small enterprises and local communities must be given the support they 
need to become true ‘agents of change’. As leaders of the G20 economies 
meet in Bali this week, UNWTO has stressed the importance of empowering 
grassroots actors as well as MSMES in order to drive sustainable and 
inclusive transformation and build greater resilience. 

As the global community faces up to a range of challenges, including 
geopolitical tensions, rising energy prices and a climate emergency, UNWTO 
has placed tourism firmly on the G20 agenda. -WTO

FRESNO – California Attorney General Rob Bonta has announced the 
arrest of 19 individuals for allegedly attempting to contact a minor for sex and 
other related crimes. The arrests are the result of a joint undercover operation 
conducted by federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies, including 
the Fresno County Sheriff’s Office, Fresno Police Department, Fresno County 
District Attorney’s Office, U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of 
California, Homeland Security Investigations, FBI, and California DoJ.

19 arrests made in major sexual predator sting operation
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In an exclusive interview by Awee Abayari of 
International News Media, Melvin Barcenas admits 
that “Information Technology is a way of life. Artificial 
intelligence , Robotics,  Cloud computing and other virtual 
realities are in our future “. 

After many years of experience working for multi-
million dollar companies and organizations in the United 
States, Melvin Barcenas is now ready to embark on a 
business venture in Asia. His distinguished service at the 
Universal Studios, DirecTV, Cedars Sinai Hospital and 
Kaiser Permanente including educational institutions like 
LAUSD and UCLA prepared him for his present projects . 

After visiting England, German, Italy and other 

A RECOGNIZED IT EXPERT EXPLORES BUSINESS IN ASIA

Melvin busy working while traveling 
first class 

Melvin conducting one of his training 
classes.

European countries, he is now traveling to Japan, 
Singapore and the Philippines to explore business 
opportunities at the same time share his knowledge 
with the people to help countries prepare for a “world of 
technology.”

A recipient of many Awards, Melvin Barcenas has 
always been recognized for his “expertise and high level of 
knowledge in the field of Information Technology, excellent 
leadership and management skills.” 

This year, he is ready and committed to serving the 
community especially his hometown, Laguna, Philippines 
where his heart belongs.  -- AA 

Each year on Veterans Day, Americans pay tribute to 
service members such as World War II veteran Remigio “Rey” 
Cabacar (above).

Cabacar served in a U.S. Army unit under the command 
of General Douglas MacArthur and, along with other Filipino 
American World War II veterans, belatedly received the 
Congressional Gold Medal in 2017.

Above, Cabacar, then 94, is pictured arriving at a 
Veterans Day ceremony at the World War II Memorial in 
Washington November 11, 2021.

On Veterans Day, ceremonies and parades honor the 
sacrifices of U.S. veterans whose service has protected the 
United States and defended its freedoms and values.

MANILA – On October 24 - 28, Peace Corps Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
Carol Spahn, participated in a joint press conference with Philippine National 
Volunteer Service Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA) Director Donald Gawe.

CEO Spahn’s remarks:
“I am here this week to celebrate the 61st anniversary of Peace Corps 

Philippines, witness the tremendous work of our staff and partners in support of 
Filipino communities, and share how excited we are to welcome Peace Corps 
Volunteers back to the Philippines in January 2023.

“In January, 60 volunteers will arrive and work for two years at the invitation of 
host communities across Luzon and the Visayas in the project sectors of education, 
youth development and coastal resource management. “I am excited to say that this 
group will be one of the largest that the Peace Corps has organized since resuming 
overseas operations in March 2022. By September 2023, I expect more than 120 
volunteers will be working alongside community members in the Philippines.

I am also excited that Volunteers in the Philippines will be amongst the 
first to implement Peace Corps’ new climate initiative to support over two million 
hours of volunteer and staff service. Next year alone, up to 40 Coastal Resource 
Management Volunteers will help identify and implement strategies that contribute 
to climate priorities and local government units’ climate change adaptation plans, 
amongst other activities by Volunteers and staff.”

U.S. Peace Corps Philippines Country Director Jenner Edelman, U.S. Peace 
Corps CEO Carol Spahn, and U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines MaryKay 
Carlson express their gratitude to local partners at the U.S. Peace Corps 61st 
anniversary celebration in Manila.

Peace Corps CEO Carol Spahn visits PH
 to celebrate 61 years of partnership and to 

usher in a new era of volunteerism

Veterans Day recognizes U.S. military service, heroism

© Andrew Harnik/AP Images) 
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SEATTLE – A star-studded group 
of actors, authors, comedians and 
singers announce their support this 
holiday season for World Vision’s work 
around the globe responding to life-
saving needs in the wake of disasters 
and conflict, like the Ukraine Crisis, and 
helping empower communities to lift 
themselves out of poverty.

Each celebrity lent their unique 
style to the Celebrity-Inspired Artisan-
Made hand-crafted gift collection 
featured in the 2022 World Vision Gift 
Catalog. The unique group of celebrity 
supporters include:

•  Emmy® Award-winning actor, 
producer and best-selling author Patricia 
Heaton

•  Actor, director and producer 
Melissa Joan Hart

•  Actor and director Meagan Good
•  TV host and multimedia 

personality Tayshia Adams
•  Actor and comedian Kel Mitchell
Each ethically sourced and 

culturally inspired handcrafted gift has a 
life of meaning and purpose behind it. 

“From the artist’s hands in India 
who crafted this bowl to your dinner 
table where you will share a meal 
with your family, the ‘Woven Together’ 
sari bowl represents how we are all 
connected and woven together in life,” 

World vision unveils 2022 Holiday Gift Catalog featuring 
handcrafted gifts inspired by celebrity supporters  

said Patricia Heaton. “For the seventh 
year in a row, I am partnering with World 
Vision to support underserved families 
nationwide during the holiday season. I 
invite you to join me in supporting World 
Vision’s work towards a world where all 
children thrive.” (Get with $90* donation 
to the World Vision Fund.)’

“I am thrilled to partner with World 
Vision again this holiday season with 
a handcrafted gift. Crafted by artists in 
Viet Nam, my ‘Wrapped in Peace’ silk 
scarf was created to help you find your 
‘pockets of peace’ (the joy) in every 
day,” said Melissa Joan Hart (Get with 
a $100* donation to the World Vision 
Fund.)

“Give a gift this holiday season 
that supports families living in extreme 

poverty around the globe with the 
‘Faith and Grace gold cuff’. Expertly 
crafted from brass with a unique wiring 
finish, this cuff will give you a beautiful 
new piece of everyday jewelry while 
supporting the artisan in India who 
made it by hand,” said Meagan Good 
(Get with a $55* donation to the World 
Vision Fund).

“I am excited to partner with 
World Vision to present my sleek & 
sophisticated ‘Hope’ leather journal 
this holiday season,” said Kel Mitchell. 
“Naming the journal ‘Hope’ was only 
fitting as World Vision opens the door 
to hope for millions of families yearly in 
extreme poverty and shines God’s love 
over them.” (Get with $60* donation to 
the World Vision Fund)

With the conflict in Ukraine 
leaving millions of children and families 
forcibly displaced from their homes, 
donations of $120* to the Ukraine 
Crisis Fund can receive the “All Things 
Possible”crossbody purse by Tayshia 
Adams.

Launched in 1996, the World Vision 
Gift Catalog features hundreds of life-
changing items, ranging in price from 
$10 to $15,000, including handmade 
gifts, livestock, water filtration systems, 
access to medicine, clothing, school 
supplies and more. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS MEDIA
An Exclusive Interview by AWEE ABAYARI WITH MASTER CHEF EVELYN S. BUNOAN

For more of the interview:  www.youtube.com/AweeAbayari • www.youtube.com/AANewsMedia

Awee Abayari: What is your philosophy in cook-
ing?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: Cook to live 
longer not just to satisfy craving or hunger. I consider 
cooking as a very productive hobby. It is an art rather 
than a boring task. Cooking with the right ingredients 
can produce healing foods on the table for my family and 
friends.

Awee Abayari: What was your greatest challenge 
in writing your latest cookbook, “Cooking With Master 
Chef Evelyn”?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: My greatest chal-
lenge was literally starting to write the book. But once I 
wrote the first recipe, everything came into place and it 
became a lot easier to follow it with other recipes. It was 
just a matter of trying to relate to people, and of how 
I can make my recipe book comprehensive and easy 
to follow. The next challenge is convincing them that 
this book should be in every household because of the 
recipes’ health benefits and that one can enjoy cooking 
so much more using it.

Awee Abayari: How did you choose the dishes to 
include in your cookbook ?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: I created all my 
recipes through research—for example: what are the 
superfoods and healthiest food on the planet. Some 
came in my dreams and some from imagination. When 
my husband became very ill and at the brink of death, I 
closed my store and I spent time to rediscover what food 
could bring back his health to normal and for him to heal 
completely. Everyone thought we went on vacation to 
the Philippines. For almost 3 months, I cooked and fed 
him 3 to 4 times a day with my newly created recipes. I 
had a binder where I documented everything I cooked 
for him. He was very thin and could hardly move on his 
own. I never told my friends and relatives what condition 
he was in because I wanted to focus on his healing. For 
many years now he was back to normal. Thanks to those 
recipes in that binder, I can now share with you what 
made him well. You will also notice that in my cookbook, 
there are more vegetable and seafood recipes.

Awee Abayari: How did you incorporate your 
knowledge of Asian, American and French cuisine in your 
cookbook?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: I made some 
of my recipes fusion that brought the culinary flavors 
in unique menu offerings that my customers cannot 
find anywhere else. To make the food healthy, the best 
thing I did was to find what are the closest substitutes of 
original ingredients for every recipe, for example, kale 
and spinach for taro (gabi) leaves to cook Laing (Spiced 
Creamed Kale and Spinach). Being an experienced chef, 
I could analyze which combination of the best ingredients 
to use and how much different seasonings I should put 

“ This cookbook can help you stay healthier and live longer to enjoy life and family. I consider 
this book as a collector’s item and a good display item in your kitchen or living room. This first 
volume is a culmination of accomplishments—from my “impossible dream” come true – a poor 

girl from a small town in the Philippines to becoming a “Jane” of all trades and an accomplished 
Master Chef.”

“Food is something we consume to make our mind, 
heart and soul healthy.”

“Cooking is a continuing endeavor. I believe learning to cook does not stop at a certain point, but 
rather aspiring for new discoveries and techniques to make your recipes unique and wholesome.”

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan 

into each recipe even without tasting it.

Awee Abayari: What do you expect people to learn 
in reading and trying your recipes?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: I expect them 
to learn for themselves the subtle differences of every 
ingredient and seasonings to make the finished product 
healthy and pleasing to the palate. The recipes are laid 
out in a logical and easy-to-follow procedures that both 
novice and professional cooks can enjoy.

Awee Abayari: How do you come up with original 
dishes ?

Master Chef Evelyn S.bunoan: An idea flickers 
in my mind or in my dream and it sticks. Then I research 
its feasibility in my healthy cooking advocacy. I do a trial 
and error run with my husband as the guinea pig. More 
often than not, it is a hit as he is the greatest critique of 
them all. Then I branch out to my children and relatives. 
If more adjustments are needed, I go back to the “cook-
ing board”. That is how all my original recipes are born.

Awee Abayari: What makes a perfect dish? Does 
it have to be delicious all the time?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: A perfect dish 
should not be oily, fatty and salty, or too sweet if dessert. 
It must have a balance of good ingredients and season-
ings. All food should be delicious to enjoy eating it.

Awee Abayari: Define food. What must we all 
consider in eating good, wholesome food?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan:  Food is 
something we consume to make our mind, heart and 
soul healthy. Food is something we should not take for 
granted—meaning something we should not miss having 
three times a day. It is a must to eat good and whole-
some food to lengthen our life so we will live longer to 
enjoy our family and also be a productive member of 
society.

Awee Abayari: In the world of too many choices, 
what must we consider in eating for health?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: Do not be at-
tracted to the appearances or nice packaging of food on 
display in grocery stores. We must know the ingredients 
of every packaged or frozen food we buy. As we cannot 
avoid indulging ourselves once in a while, like having ice 
cream, cakes, etc., we should eat them as moderately as 
we can. Of course, we can always counteract its nega-
tive effect afterwards by eating food that can negate its 
damages to the body.

Awee Abayari: What is your favorite food and 
why?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan:  OMG! Mostly my 
favorites are vegetables since I have been a vegetar-
ian for almost 25 years now. My recipes “Broccoli Bird’s 

Nest (Mini Ukoy), Braised Kale, Spiced Creamed Kale 
and Spinach (a la Laing), Stuffed Eggplant (Vegetar-
ian), etc. etc.—all my creations. These dishes are full of 
healthty substances and they are sooooo.... delicious! 
Okay, I give up... my favorite food is my very own recipe, 
Ginisang Ampalaya (Bitter Melon Sauté) which will be in 
my second cookbook.

Awee Abayari: Are good cooks born or taught?
Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: Some good 

cooks are born and taught, like me. It is up to the person 
to realize it. 

Awee Abayari: What are the qualities of a good 
Chef ?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: A good chef is 
very passionate of what he/she does, knowledgeable 
and patient.

Awee Abayari: You are multi-talented and highly 
passionate in everything that you do. What is your advice 
to those people (children and adults ) who would like to 
follow your footsteps?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan:  Cooking is a 
continuing endeavor. I believe learning to cook does 
not stop at a certain point, but rather aspiring for new 
discoveries and techniques to make your recipes unique 
and wholesome.

Awee Abayari: Your husband has tried all your 
cooking and is your greatest critic. What are his favorites 
of the hundreds of recipes that you had prepared for 
him?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: I give my hus-
band any food he wants and it becomes his favorite. 

Awee Abayari: Tell us, what does the inside of 
your fridge look like?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: A lot of them are 
vegetables and fruits. There are also milk, eggs, cheese 
and my homemade salad dressings.

Awee Abayari: What will we see Master Chef 
Evelyn S. Bunoan eating most of the time for breakfast? 
lunch? dinner?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: When we are in 
a hurry because we have to be at the store at a certain 
time, we usually eat my homemade pandesal (no preser-
vatives) with egg salad, a cucumber, a piece of steamed 
broccoli, a dried date, a glass of milk or coffee and a 
small piece of homemade mango pie or puto (steamed 
rice cake). For lunch, we usually have vegetables and 
fish. Dinner is quite different because I have time to 
prepare 2- to 3-course meal that are healthy, such as—
Herb-Pan-grilled Milkfish paired with Eggplant Adobo, 
my own celery or squash soup recipe, fresh fruit or my 
homemade ube or mango ice cream. I mostly cook food 
that we don’t eat at my deli store.

Awee Abayari: Kindly give us one special recipe 
for our readers.

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: Try my favorite 
Broccoli Bird’s Nest (Mini Ukoy).

Awee Abayari: What is next after this very suc-
cessful cookbook? Future plans?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: I am working on 
second volume of my cookbook which is mostly illustra-
tive, such as baking Special Pandesal, Ensaymada, 
Sans Rival, Chiffon Cake, Filipino desserts, and much 
more.

Awee Abayari: “Cooking with Master Chef Evelyn” 
can really be a special gift for Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Valentine’s, anniversaries or for all occasions. What is 
your Special Message for all your fans?

Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan: I have mentioned 
earlier that my husband, Oscar, was very sick, and with 
my original recipes I cooked for him, which are all in the 
cookbook, I was able to nurse him back to health. He 
also wore glasses for over 30 years and two years after 
we got married, the glasses are gone up to this date, 
more than 20 years later—thanks also to the recipes in 
my book. This cookbook can help you stay healthier and 
live longer to enjoy life and family. I consider this book 
as a collector’s item and a good display item in your 
kitchen or living room. This first volume is a culmination 
of accomplishments—from my “impossible dream” come 
true – a poor girl from a small town in the Philippines to 
becoming a “Jane” of all trades and an accomplished 
Master Chef.

Awee Abayari: Thank you very much.

From left to right: Master Chef Evelyn S. Bunoan, at home, at the Store with husband Oscar Bunoan, 
and with grandkids

Everyone deserves to live and maintain a 
healthy lifestyle. The environment in which we 
exist today makes it very difficult to do that. With 
so many choices out there, coupled with the ever- 
declining quality of market-place food, consumers 
could easily be overwhelmed when deciding what to 
put on the table.

This book intends to explore healthier choices 
in creating delicious and healthy meals. Wholesome 
food is the key to good health, and it is one of life’s 
greatest joys. After retiring from the World Bank in 
2000, I studied Culinary Arts at Le Cordon Bleu, 
London and earned my Master Chef Certificates in 
French Culinary Arts and Patisserie. 

COOKING WITH 
MASTER CHEF EVELYN

100 Most Influential Filipina Women in the US., 2009, Filipina Women’s Network; MHC Most Outstanding Migrant Award in Culinary Arts, 2011; 
PAFC Dakila Special Achievement Award, 2011; Owner/Chef, Philippine Oriental Market & Deli, Arlington, Virginia; Founder and President of 

CHEW (Cancer Help-Eat Well) Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) public charity formed to help and cook pro-bona for Filipino-Americans who are afflicted 
with cancer and other serious illnesses; Culinary writer; International News Media Network’s Lifetime World Humanitarian Ambassador’s Award 

of Distinction; Member, Les Dames d’Escoffier International, Washington, D.C. Chapter; Member, Culinary Historians of Washington, D.C.; 
French Master Chef, De L’Cole Le Cordon Bleu, London, UK.
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For many companies, the holiday season 
is one of the busiest times of the year. But it’s 
also a wonderful opportunity to come together, 
champion a meaningful cause, and give back to 
the community. The Salvation Army offers an easy 
and compassionate way to embrace the giving 
spirit of the season.

Hosting an Angel Tree is an activity that can 
strengthen your corporate culture, encourage 
teamwork, and extend a helping hand to individuals 

DENPASAR – From October 31 through November 4, 
2022 in Denpasar, Indonesia, the U.S. Department of State’s 
Office of Weapons of Mass Destruction Terrorism (WMDT), 
along with partners at Merrick & Company and At-Risk 
International, trained Indonesian and Malaysian stakeholders 
to utilize behavioral- based threat assessment investigations 
to prevent, detect, and disrupt chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) terrorism.  

The five-day program engaged 36 counterterrorism 
policymakers, law enforcement investigators, CBRN 
technical experts, and prosecutors.  Participants received 
comprehensive training designed to strengthen law 
enforcement investigative capabilities to prevent and disrupt 
criminal and terrorist acquisition of weaponizable CBRN 
materials. Participants learned how to use a community-
based approach – behavioral threat assessment and 
management (BTAM) – to identify and avert WMD terrorist 
plots. 

PH Embassy convenes the 2022 Planning Conference 
for Philippine foreign service posts in the US

WASHINGTON D.C. – Philippine 
Ambassador to the United States Jose 
Manuel G. Romualdez convened the 
bi-annual Planning Conference for 
Philippine Foreign Service Posts in the 
United States in Washington, D.C. on 
November 8-9, 2022.

The conference discussed the 
recent positive developments in 
Philippines-US bilateral security and 
economic relations and came up with 
strategies and programs to sustain and 
reinforce the said developments. 

It also crafted strategies to further 
improve the delivery of consular and 
ATN services throughout the United 
States, as well as to promote Filipino 
culture, cuisine, and people-to-people 
ties, among other things.

Ambassador Romualdez 
emphasized that economic security is 
at the top of the list of the President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos’s priorities, 
especially as Philippine economy 
recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

He recalled the President’s 
successful economic engagements in 
New York last September, including the 
meeting with US President Joseph R. 
Biden, and welcomed the plans jointly 

The Philippine Embassy in Washington D.C. hosted colleagues from across the 
United States for the 2022 year-end Planning Conference for Philippine For-
eign Service Posts in the U.S. (L-R seated): Deputy Chief of Mission (DC) Jaime 
Ramon T. Ascalon, Jr., Consul General (Agana) Patrick John U. Hilado, Consul 
General (Chicago) J. Susana Paez, Consul General (Honolulu) Emil T. Fernan-
dez, Consul General (Houston) Jerril G. Santos, Ambassador Jose Manuel G. 
Romualdez, DFA Assistant Secretary Jose Victor Chan-Gonzaga, Consul General 
(Los Angeles) Edgar B. Badajos, Consul General (New York) Elmer G. Cato, 
Consul General (San Francisco) Neil Frank R. Ferrer, Consul General (DC) Iric 
Cruz Arribas.
prepared by the Consuls General, 
the US FSPs economic officers and 
representatives from partner agencies 
to follow up the leads and interests 
that were generated from the said 
engagements.

The conference was attended by 
DFA Assistant Secretary for American 
Affairs Jose Victor Chan-Gonzaga, 

Consuls General and other officers from 
all Foreign Service Posts in the United 
States, and US-based representatives 
from the Department of Trade and 
Industry, Department of Agriculture, 
Department of Tourism, Department of 
National Defense, Department of Labor 
and the Philippine National Police.

HANOI– Deputy Secretary Andrea 
Palm of the United States Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
was in Vietnam recently to meet with 
CDC Vietnam and CDC Southeast Asia 
Regional Office staff, U.S. Embassy 
officials, and partners from the 
Government of Vietnam to highlight the 
importance of the U.S.-Vietnam health 
partnership.

HHS has robust health 
collaboration with Vietnam both 
bilaterally and multilaterally through the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC), and Global Health 
Security Agenda (GHSA). 

Since normalization of relations 
in 1995, the U.S. government has 
contributed over USD $1.15 billion in 
bilateral health programs in Vietnam. 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), an agency of 

The final piece of Tourism Australia’s new global campaign, Come and 
Say G’day, was launched in New York last week where they premiered their 
short film ‘G’day’. 

Come and Say G’day is the next instalment of Tourism Australia’s There’s 
Nothing Like Australia global brand platform. With travel being restricted for 
the last two years, Come and Say G’day is a joyful, creative and unmistakably 
Australian invitation to the world. The multi-channel campaign introduces the 
world to two lovable CGI animated characters: Ruby, a souvenir kangaroo, 
voiced by Australian actor Rose Byrne, and Louie, a toy unicorn, representing 
international visitors, voiced by actor Will Arnett. 

Indonesian and Malaysian stakeholders gathered in Denpas-
ar from Oct. 31 through Nov. 4 to receive training from the 
US State Department and partners to strengthen law enforce-
ment investigative capabilities.

TRAINING FOR A SAFER WORLD: 
Preventing CBRN Terrorism in Southeast Asia

COME AND SAY G’DAY 
TOURISM AUSTRALIA CAMPAIGN LAUNCH

Hotspots—what are they, where 
are they, and how can you connect to 
them while protecting your privacy and 
security?

If you’ve ever tried to answer an 
email or surf the Internet from your 
mobile device in public—or even at the 
office or your house—chances are you 
connected to a Wi-Fi hotspot. 

Not only is this connection highly 
convenient, you also didn’t have to use 
your smartphone’s data. 

Not surprisingly, hotspots are 
becoming an essential part of public 
infrastructure—and our Internet 
experience.

Millions of people every day 
connect to public hotspots for their data 
needs. 

By some estimates, there are 
almost 200 million hotspots around the 
world, and there will be one hotspot for 
every 20 people on earth by 2018. 

Thanks to our modern always-on 
digital lifestyle, people expect to be 
constantly connected, and public Wi-Fi 
access points are expanding to a global 
network of hotspots to meet those 
needs.  - Intel.com 

Deputy Health Secretary Andrea Palm visits Vietnam 

HHS, established a country office in 
Vietnam in 1998 to implement high-
quality, sustainable health systems 
that lead to long term impact for the 
country. In 2021, U.S. Vice President 
Kamala Harris launched the U.S. CDC 
Southeast Asia Regional Office in 
Hanoi to advance regional global health 
security.

BENEFITS OF HOSTING AN ANGEL TREE

in need. The process is simple. A Christmas tree at your location will display 
Angel Tree tags on its branches. Each tag lists items that children or senior 
adults who are registered in the program have requested. They might include 
a variety of new warm clothing, shoes, or toys.

Then employees are invited to select a tag, purchase the items, and 
return them per the instructions provided. Working together to coordinate the 
Angel Tree program, and fulfilling the needs of the recipients, creates synergy 
in the workplace. It’s a chance for coworkers to put important business values 
into practice including compassion and integrity. Everyone benefits from 
working towards a shared goal.

Bettering your community by investing in projects that people care about 
is very important. For decades, The Salvation Army Angel Tree program has 
been providing Christmas gifts for hundreds of thousands of people around 
the country. So many lives are deeply impacted by this gesture of love and 
hope—both those who give the gifts, and those who receive them. - Salvation 
Army

TECH TALK
HOTSPOTS
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INM Book Choice
ATOMIC HABITS: AN EASY & PROVEN WAY 

TO BUILD GOOD HABITS & BREAK THE BAD ONES
By JAMES CLEAR

Health & Nutrition

The #1 New York Times 
bestseller. Over 4 million copies 
sold!

Tiny Changes, Remarkable 
Results

No matter your goals, Atomic 
Habits offers a proven framework for 
improving—every day. James Clear, 
one of the world’s leading experts 
on habit formation, reveals practical 
strategies that will teach you exactly 
how to form good habits, break bad 
ones, and master the tiny behaviors 
that lead to remarkable results.

If you’re having trouble 
changing your habits, the problem 
isn’t you. The problem is your 
system. Bad habits repeat 
themselves again and again not 
because you don’t want to change, 
but because you have the wrong 
system for change. You do not rise to 
the level of your goals. You fall to the 
level of your systems. Here, you’ll 
get a proven system that can take 
you to new heights.

Clear is known for his ability 
to distill complex topics into simple 
behaviors that can be easily applied 
to daily life and work. Here, he 
draws on the most proven ideas 
from biology, psychology, and 
neuroscience to create an easy-to-
understand guide for making good 
habits inevitable and bad habits 
impossible. Along the way, readers 
will be inspired and entertained 
with true stories from Olympic gold 
medalists, award-winning artists, 
business leaders, life-saving 

Forbes, in partnership with Statista, 
has named the U.S. Department 
of State as one of America’s Best 
Employers for Veterans for 2022.

The Forbes list of Best Employers 
for Veterans was determined via an 
independent survey by Statistica 
that included approximately 7,000 
U.S. veterans working for companies 
employing at least 1,000 people within 
the United States. 

Participants were asked to 
give their opinions on a series of 
general topics, such as: atmosphere 
and development, image, working 
conditions, salary and wage, workplace, 
diversity, and a set of topics related 
specifically to the interests of veterans 
in the workplace.

The Department of State is 
delighted to be recognized on the 
Forbes list of American’s Best 
Employers for Veterans 2022. Over 

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
November is Alzheimer’s Disease 

Awareness Month: 
What You Need to Know 

Quick Stats:
• There are over 6 million 

Americans living with Alzheimer’s 
Disease with 3 million new cases 
diagnosed each year.

• Alzheimer’s is deadlier 
than breast cancer and prostate 
cancer combined.

• The disease is most 
prevalent in women and Black 
Americans.

• 11 million Americans act 
as unpaid caregivers for a loved one 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.

• Fewer than 1 in 5 
Americans are familiar with mild 
cognitive impairment, which can be 
an early stage of Alzheimer’s.

Source: Alzheimer’s 
Association 

* * * * *

VETERAN POPULATION
•  16.5 million:  The number of 

military veterans in the United States 
in 2021.

•  1.7 million: The number of 
female veterans in the United States 
in 2021. 

Source : Census Bureau 

DID YOU KNOW?

Physical activity is one of the best ways people can 
improve their health now and in the future. People who sit less 
and do any amount of moderate-to-vigorous physical activity 
gain some health benefits. 

Physical activity is important for:
• Mental health and cognitive function: Physical 

activity can have immediate benefits for mood, including 
reducing feelings of anxiety. In the long term, it can reduce 
the risk of dementia (including Alzheimer’s disease) and 
depression.

• Reducing risk of chronic conditions: Regular 
physical activity helps reduce the risk of chronic conditions 
such as type 2 diabetes, heart disease, and some types of 
cancer.

• Sleep: Physical activity can improve sleep quality. 
Getting enough sleep is not a luxury—it’s fundamental to good 
health.

• Immune function: Emerging research suggests 
physical activity may also boost immune function. - CDC

physicians, and star comedians who 
have used the science of small habits 
to master their craft and vault to the 
top of their field.

Learn how to: make time for new 
habits (even when life gets crazy); 
overcome a lack of motivation and 
willpower; design your environment 
to make success easier; get back on 
track when you fall off course; ...and 
much more.

Atomic Habits will reshape the 
way you think about progress and 
success, and give you the tools and 
strategies you need to transform 
your habits—whether you are a team 
looking to win a championship, an 
organization hoping to redefine an 
industry, or simply an individual who 
wishes to quit smoking, lose weight, 
reduce stress, or achieve any other 
goal.

Smoking leads to disease and 
disability and harms nearly every organ 
of the body.

More than 16 million Americans 
are living with a disease caused by 
smoking. For every person who dies 
because of smoking, at least 30 people 
live with a serious smoking-related 
illness. 

Smoking causes cancer, heart 
disease, stroke, lung diseases, 

Additional benefits of physical activity

EFFECTS OF SMOKING ON YOUR HEALTH
diabetes, and chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), which 
includes emphysema and chronic 
bronchitis. Smoking also increases risk 
for tuberculosis, certain eye diseases, 
and problems of the immune system, 
including rheumatoid arthritis.

Secondhand smoke exposure 
contributes to approximately 41,000 
deaths among nonsmoking adults 

and 400 deaths in infants each year. 
Secondhand smoke causes stroke, lung 
cancer, and coronary heart disease in 
adults. Children who are exposed to 
secondhand smoke are at increased 
risk for sudden infant death syndrome, 
acute respiratory infections, middle 
ear disease, more severe asthma, 
respiratory symptoms, and slowed lung 
growth. - CDC

US Department of State one of America’s 
Best Employers for Veterans for 2022

the past year, the Department became 
an official authorized partner with the 
Department of Defense’s SkillBridge 
program to host active-duty service 
members, welcomed veterans from the 
8th cohort of the Veteran Innovation 
Partnership (VIP) Fellowship program, 
and established a Veteran Support 
Program to support its nearly 5,400 
military veteran employees.

Many members of the genus Anthemis, 
containing more than 100 species of Eurasian 
herbs, are also known as chamomile. They 
characteristically have yellow or white ray 
flowers and yellow disk flowers in compact 
flower heads. Mayweed, or stinking chamomile 
(A. cotula), is a strong-smelling weed that has 
been used in medicines and insecticides.  - 
Encyclopedia Britannica 

CHAMOMILE
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JOBS
MOTORING

MANILA – Gabrielle Monica 
Bidaure bagged the silver medal in the 
women’s recurve event at the World 
Archery Asia (WAA) Joint Training and 
Asia Archery Challenge in South Korea 
on Nov. 11.

Nam Su Hyun Nam of Korea won 
the gold medal while compatriot Park 
Eun So settled for the bronze medal in 
the competition at the Wonju Archery 
Center in Gangwon-do Province.

Biduare’s sister, Pia Elizabeth An-
gela, Phoebe Nicole Amistoso, Damariz 
Gabrielle Calera, Jason Emmanuel 
Feliciano and Riley Silos also attended 
the training camp.

World Archery Philippines (WAP) 
secretary general and national team 
head coach Rosendo Sombrio accom-
panied the athletes together with men’s 
coach Clint Sayo and developmental 
coach Niño Sinco.

Sports Corner

Filipina wins silver in 
SoKor Asia Archery Challenge

By Jean Malanum, PNA

SILVER FINISH. Gabrielle Monica 
Bidaure shows the silver medal she 
won in the women’s recurve event at 
the World Archery Asia Joint Training 
and Asia Archery Challenge in South 
Korea on Nov. 11, 2022. Nam Su Hyun 
Nam of Korea won the gold medal. 
(Contributed photo)

MANILA – Gilas Pilipinas 
coach Chot Reyes lauded the Fili-
pino fans who trooped to the King 
Abdullah Sports City in Jeddah to 
support them in their FIBA World 
Cup Qualifiers game against Saudi 
Arabia.

While Saudi Arabia is the 
designated host for the match 
early Monday (Philippine Time), 
the Gilas fans were more raucous 
especially when the 76-63 win was 
formalized as if it was held in the 
Philippines.

Saudi was poised for a huge 
upset early on after forcing a 16-all 
tie at the end of the first quarter.

However, with their fans 
cheering, Gilas slowly pounced on 
the hosts, especially in the second 
half, where they began to finally 
make their shots. - PNA

Chot Reyes thanks 
Gilas fans ‘energy’ 
in win vs. host KSA

TRIAL ATTORNEY 
Criminal Division 
Washington , DC

Qualifications: 
Required Qualifications: 

Interested applicants must possess 
a J.D., or equivalent, degree, be duly 
licensed and authorized to practice 
as an attorney under the laws of any 
State, territory of the United States, 
or the District of Columbia, and be 
an active member of the bar in good 
standing.

Preferred Qualifications:
•  Experience with prosecut-

ing RICO, CCE or other complex 
conspiracy matters.

•  Criminal litigation experience.
•  Trial experience in U.S. 

District Courts.
•  Trial experience in State or 

local courts.
•  Experience with the federal 

judiciary.

Salary: 
The salary range for this position 

is $126,233.00 to $176,300.00 per 

WASHINGTON— On October 31, 
2022, the Department of Homeland 
Security’s final rule (PDF) to preserve 
and fortify Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) went into effect. 

The final rule’s implementation 
means that DACA is now based on a 
formal regulation, thereby preserving 
and fortifying the program while the 
program remains the subject of litigation 
in court. 

Previously, DACA was based on 
a policy memorandum that then-DHS 
Secretary Janet Napolitano issued 
on August 15, 2012. Since its incep-
tion in 2012, DACA has allowed over 
800,000 young people to remain with 
their families in the only country many 

In most cases, distributions from a 
traditional Individual Retirement Account 
are taxable in the year the account 
owner receives them but there are some 
exceptions. A qualified charitable distri-
bution is one of the few exceptions.

A QCD is a nontaxable distribution 
made directly by the trustee of an IRA to 
organizations that are eligible to receive 
tax-deductible contributions. 

QCDs can’t occur from Simplified 
Employee Pension plans and Savings 
Incentive Match Plan for Employees 
IRA.

Making a QCD can benefit the 
taxpayer by reducing their taxable 
income while they support qualifying 
charitable organizations of their choice. 
The taxpayer doesn’t have to worry 
about meeting the standard deduction 
or itemizing deductions with a QCD.

Financial institutions report QCDs 
on Form 1099-R for the calendar year 
the distribution occurs. There’s no num-
ber or letter code on the Form 1099-R 
that indicates the distribution was a 
QCD. --  IRS 

 The Federal Trade Commission is taking action against 
DK Automation and its owners, Kevin David Hulse and David 
Shawn Arnett for using unfounded claims of big returns to en-
tice consumers into moneymaking schemes involving Amazon 
business packages, business coaching, and cryptocurrency. 
The FTC’s complaint alleges that the defendants promised 
consumers that they could “generate passive income on 
autopilot” when the truth was that few consumers ever made 
money from these schemes.

“DK Automation ripped off consumers by manipulating 
reviews and making empty promises of big returns on crypto-
currency investment schemes and bogus business programs,” 
said Samuel Levine, Director of the FTC’s Bureau of Con-
sumer Protection. “They ignored warnings that these practices 
were illegal, and now they are paying the price.”

A proposed court order would require the defendants to 
turn over $2.6 million to be used to refund consumers harmed 
by their deception, as well as requiring them to stop their 
deceptive earnings pitches and follow the law.

The FTC’s complaint notes that the defendants continued 

Research from the AAA Foun-
dation for Traffic Safety reveals that 
vehicle manufacturer’s in-vehicle 
technology, as well as Apple 
CarPlay and Google’s Android Auto 
systems, can create dangerous 
distractions for drivers while behind 
the wheel.

Vehicles with infotainment 
systems rolling off lots today in-
clude new capabilities available to 
the driver that increase visual and 

DHS begins limited implementation 
of DACA under final rule

of them have ever known and continue 
to contribute to their communities in the 
United States.

Under the final rule, USCIS will 
continue to accept and process applica-
tions for deferred action, work authori-
zation, and advance parole for current 
DACA recipients. Due to ongoing litiga-
tion, USCIS will continue to accept but 
cannot process initial DACA requests.

“This final rule is our effort to 
preserve and fortify DACA to the fullest 
extent possible,” said Secretary of 
Homeland Security Alejandro N. Mayor-
kas.  “Ultimately, we need Congress to 
urgently pass legislation that provides 
Dreamers with the permanent protection 
they need and deserve.” 

TECHNOLOGY AND DISTRACTION:  
WHAT WE KNOW

mental distractions behind the wheel. New cars also allow for smartphone-
based systems, like Apple CarPlay and Google’s Android Auto, to connect to a 
vehicle. The technology offered by these systems can make placing a phone 
call or programming audio entertainment more complicated by requiring driv-
ers to maneuver through complex menu systems using touch screens or voice 
commands rather than use of simple knobs or buttons. Many of the latest 
systems also allow drivers to perform tasks unrelated to driving like surfing the 
web, checking social media or sending a text message- all things drivers have 
no business doing behind the wheel. - AAA

In-vehicle technology can create dan-
gerous distractions for drivers while 
behind the wheel.

FTC takes action to stop DK Automation and Kevin David Hulse 
from pitching phony Amazon and crypto moneymaking schemes

to use deceptive earnings claims even after they received No-
tices of Penalty Offenses regarding money-making opportuni-
ties and endorsements from the agency.

The defendants sold their Amazon programs under 
a number of different names, including AMZDFY, Amazon 
Done For You, and Amazon Done With You. According to the 
complaint, they promised consumers a “100% turnkey” busi-
ness selling products on Amazon and charged consumers as 
much as $100,000 for the program. Their marketing and sales 
pitches were filled with fake consumer reviews touting huge 
profits.

In addition to the Amazon business packages, the 
defendants also pitched supposed cryptocurrency investment 
services that included their “#1 secret passive income crypto 
trading bot,” which they claimed could “generate profits for 
you even while you sleep.” The complaint alleges that they 
charged consumers thousands of dollars for the supposed 
service. A June 2022 FTC data spotlight showed that in one 
15-month period, consumers reported losing $575 million to 
cryptocurrency investment scams.

annum, which includes locality pay. 
See OPM’sWeb page at https://www.
opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-
leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/
pdf/2022/DCB.pdf.

Travel: 
Significant travel will be required 

for conferences and litigation work 
throughout the United States. Over-
seas travel may also be required.

Application Process: 
The Application Package must 

be received by 11:59 PM, Eastern 
Time, on the closing date of this an-
nouncement.

Please submit your applica-
tion through USAJOBS. The list of 
required documents can be found in 
the USAJobsannouncement. 

Application Deadline: 
Wednesday, November 30, 

2022

Relocation Expenses: 
Relocation expenses are not 

authorized. 

HOW SENIORS 
CAN REDUCE THEIR 

TAX BURDEN
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What’s Happening?

Travel

Experience the singular 
musical world of flutist, curator, and 
prolific collaborator Claire Chase, 
Carnegie Hall’s 2022–2023 Debs 
Creative Chair. This series includes 
two events that feature music 
from Chase’s ongoing project 
Density 2036, as well as a boldly 
envisioned program for a bespoke 
ensemble honoring the visionary 
Pauline Oliveros.

Chief Creative Officer of Walt 
Disney Animation Studios Jennifer 
Lee will accept Los Angeles Press 
Club’s Distinguished Storyteller 
Award for Storytelling Outside of 
Journalism.

The ceremony will take place 
at the 15th annual National Arts & 
Entertainment Journalism Awards 
Gala on December 4, 2022, at the 
Sheraton Universal Hotel. This is 
a fundraiser for the Los Angeles 
Press Club, a 501c3 charitable 
organization.

Lee is the writer/director of 
“Frozen 2” (2019) and “Frozen” 

LOS ANGELES, CA – Emmy® 
Award-winning late-night talk show host 
and producer Jimmy Kimmel will return 
to host the 95th Oscars®, executive 
producers and showrunners Glenn 
Weiss and Ricky Kirshner announced. 
Kimmel hosted back-to-back broadcasts 
in 2017 (89th Awards) and 2018 (90th 
Awards). Molly McNearney will also 
serve as an executive producer. The 
95th Oscars will air live on ABC and 
broadcast outlets worldwide on Sunday, 
March 12, 2023. 

“Jimmy is the perfect host to help 
us recognize the incredible artists and 
films of our 95th Oscars. His love of 
movies, live TV expertise, and ability 
to connect with our global audiences 
will create an unforgettable experience 

In 1546 Francis I, who was a great art collector, had this old castle razed 
and began to build on its site another royal residence, the Louvre, which was 
added to by almost every subsequent French monarch. Under Francis I, only a 
small portion of the present Louvre was completed, under the architect Pierre 
Lescot. 

This original section is today the southwestern part of the Cour Carrée. 
In the 17th century, major additions were made to the building complex by 
Louis XIIIand Louis XIV. Cardinal de Richelieu, the chief minister of Louis XIII, 
acquired great works of art for the king. Louis XIV and his minister, Cardinal 
Mazarin, acquired outstanding art collections, including that of Charles I of 
England. 

A committee consisting of the architects Claude Perrault and Louis Le 
Vau and the decorator and painter Charles Le Brun planned that part of the 
Louvre which is known as the Colonnade. 

Source: Encyclopedia Britannica 

LAS VEGAS, - MGM Resorts 
International  (“MGM Resorts” or the 
“Company”) has been recognized 
as one of the nation’s top 25 leading 
employers for culture, recruitment and 
policies for veterans, service members 
and military families in the Military 
Times’ Best for Vets: Employers list. 
Also, MGM Resorts was the highest 
ranked company overall in Nevada 
and second highest ranked hospitality 
company in the nation. 

Legendary Rockstar Rod Stewart 
will return to Las Vegas in 2023 for 
13 shows of his acclaimed residency 
“Rod Stewart: The Hits.” presented in 
partnership by Caesars Entertainment 
and Live Nation Las Vegas, at The 
Colosseum at Caesars Palace. “Rod 
Stewart: The Hits.” will perform select 
dates in May and November. For more 
than 10 years, the two-time Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame inductee has delivered 
an arena-sized concert in an intimate 
concert experience that’s exclusive to 
Las Vegas audiences. The 2023 concert 
dates are: May 3, 5, 6, 10, 12, 13, 15; 
Nov. 10, 11, 15, 17, 18, 22. 

Join us for a Christmas 
concert with the Austrian 
acoustic string trio COBARIO on 
December 6 from 7:00 - 9:30 PM 
at the Austrian Cultural Forum, 
Washington DC. The artists will 
enchant the audience with new 
interpretations of traditional 
and modern Christmas songs 
performed on guitars and violin. 

The World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO), the Basque Culinary Center 
(BCC), the Japan Tourism Agency and 
the Nara Prefectural Government have 
the pleasure to announce that the 7th 
UNWTO World Forum on Gastronomy 
Tourism will take place on 12-15 
December 2022, in Nara, Japan.

Under the theme ‘Gastronomy 
Tourism for People and Planet: 
Innovate, Empower and Preserve’,the 
Forum will focus on the role of 
gastronomy tourism in promoting 
women empowerment and young 
talents, advancing cultural exchange 
and authenticity, enhancing the value 
for destinations and food producers, 
as well as showcasing best practices 
in destination branding through 
gastronomy tourism and supporting 
a Global Roadmap on Food Waste 
Reduction in Tourism.

Viennese Christmas concert  with Cobario

With an array of songs from Austria, the United States and Ireland, the three 
Viennese musicians show off a range of musical styles and will perform 
American favorites such as Winter Wonderland or Rudolph the Red-nosed 
Reindeer as well as beloved Alpine classics like It will soon be dark or Stille 
Nacht, Heilige Nacht. 

Claire Chase at Carnegie Hall

Sir Rod Stewart extends Las Vegas residency 
into 12th year with new 2023 concerts

THE LOUVRE

JIMMY KIMMEL RETURNS TO HOST 95TH OSCARS®
THE OSCARS IS SET TO AIR LIVE ON MARCH 12, 2023, ON ABC

for our millions of viewers worldwide,” 
said Academy CEO Bill Kramer and 
Academy President Janet Yang. “

“Being invited to host the Oscars 
for a third time is either a great honor or 
a trap.  Either way, I am grateful to the 
Academy for asking me so quickly after 
everyone good said no,” said Kimmel.  

Kimmel serves as host and 
executive producer of ABC’s “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live! “ and recently signed a 
three-year contract extension, making 
him one of the longest-running talk show 
hosts in American television history.

The 95th Oscars will be held on 
Sunday, March 12, 2023, at the Dolby® 
Theatre at Ovation Hollywood and will 
be televised live on ABC and in more 
than 200 territories worldwide. 

MGM RESORTS 
INTERNATIONAL 

NAMED A TOP 
EMPLOYER FOR 

VETERANS

7TH UNWTO 
WORLD FORUM 

ON GASTRONOMY 
TOURISM

Jennifer Lee to receive Los Angeles Press 
Club’s Distinguished Storyteller Award

(2013), the top two highest-grossing animated features ever released—with 
$1.45 billion and $1.27 billion respectively in global box office earnings.

As Chief Creative Officer, Lee has creative oversight of all films, series, 
shorts and associated projects from Walt Disney Animation Studios. Lee 
is executive producer for the Academy Award®-winning, hit feature film 
“Encanto,” the critically-acclaimed “Raya and the Last Dragon,” the upcoming 
“Strange World” and the 2023 fall theatrical release “Wish” (for which she is 
also co-writer). She is also the executive producer of the Disney+ projects 
“Baymax,” “Zootopia+,” and the upcoming series “Iwáju,” among others.

Lee’s career with Walt Disney Animation Studios began in March 2011, 
when she became the co-writer of 2012’s Oscar®-nominated, arcade-hopping 
adventure “Wreck-It Ralph.” For their screenplay, she and Phil Johnston 
received an Annie Award. She then penned the screenplay for “Frozen” and 
went on to direct the film. 
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Thanksgiving is a federal holiday in the United States, celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November.It originated as a day of thanks-
giving and harvest festival, with the theme of the holiday revolving around giving thanks and the centerpiece of Thanksgiving celebra-
tions remaining a Thanksgiving dinner.The dinner traditionally consists of foods and dishes indigenous to the Americas, namely turkey, 
potatoes (usually mashed or sweet), stuffing, squash, corn (maize), green beans, cranberries (typically in sauce form), and pumpkin pie. 
Other Thanksgiving customs include charitable organizations offering Thanksgiving dinner for the poor, attending religious services, 
watching parades, and viewing football games. In American culture Thanksgiving is regarded as the beginning of the fall–winter holiday 
season, which includes Christmas and the New Year.  - Wikipedia 


