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S. Korea, US stage combined high-tech Army training

US files complaint vs. robocalls, telemarketers

NY IT staffing firm to resolve immigration-related claims

SEOUL – South Korea and the United States are conducting combined 
high-tech military drills with increased “intensity and realism,” the Army here 
said Monday, as part of joint efforts to bolster deterrence against growing North 
Korean threats.The drills, conducted in connection with the allies’ ongoing 
Freedom Shield exercise,  are underway at the Korea Combat Training Center 
(KCTC), a facility using cutting-edge technologies for realistic ground drills.

The Justice Department, together with the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), announced a civil enforcement action against several corporate and 
individual defendants in connection with telemarketing campaigns that have 
illegally bombarded American consumers with millions of robocalls.

The Justice Department has reached a settlement agreement with 
Amiga Informatics (Amiga), a New York IT staffing company and resolves 
the department’s determination that Amiga violated the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (INA) by its discriminatory job advertisements that solicited 
applications only from individuals with citizenship or immigration statuses. 

As NASA and industry partners develop new human 
landing systems to transport astronauts from lunar orbit to the 
Moon’s surface and back as part of Artemis, the agency is ask-
ing university students to investigate solutions to one particu-
larly dusty aspect of landing spacecraft on the lunar surface.

NASA’s new Human Lander Challenge invites college 
students to explore ways to manage or prevent the cloud of 
dust a spacecraft stirs up when using rocket engines to land on 
unprepared surfaces like the Moon. This effect is called plume 
surface interaction and can increase risks caused by lunar dust 
on future human missions.

To establish a long-term human presence on and around 
the Moon for the benefit of humanity, NASA must address the 
challenges lunar dust presents to these complex missions.

ROME – Banking giant Credit Suisse lost nearly a fourth 
of its value on Wednesday, March 15 amid the growing fallout 
from the collapse of two regional banks in the United States.

 It marked the second time in three trading sessions 
since the collapse of California’s Silicon Valley Bank (SVB), 
and the subsequent failure of Signature Bank from New York, 
that European financial stocks were severely battered.

 Nevertheless, the dramatic impact on Credit Suisse in 
trading was largely unexpected since the institution is so large.

 According to 2022 data from Insider Intelligence, Credit 
Suisse was the second-largest bank in Switzerland and the 

FALLOUT FROM COLLAPSE 
OF U.S. BANKS CAUSES MORE 

TROUBLE IN EUROPE 

The 95th Academy Awards aired 
Sunday night on ABC. March 12, 2023 . 
It was hosted by Jimmy Kimmel . 

2023 Academy Award Winners:
Best picture: Everything 

Everywhere All At Once; Daniel Kwan, 
Daniel Scheinert and Jonathan Wang, 

Actress in a leading role : 
Michelle Yeoh, Everything Everywhere 
All at Once 

Actor in a leading role: Brendan 
Fraser, The Whale

Actress in a Supporting 
role: Jamie Lee Curtis, Everything 
Everywhere All at Once

Actor in a Supporting role: Ke 
Huy Quan, Everything Everywhere All 
at Once

Directing: Everything Everywhere 
All at Once, Daniel Kwan & Daniel 
Scheinert 

Film Editing: Everything 
Everywhere All at Once, Paul Rogers 

Music (original song ): “Naatu 
Naatu,” from RRR; Music by M.M. 
Keeravaani; Lyric by Chandrabose

Sound: Top Gun: Maverick; Mark 
Weingarten, James H. Mather, Al 
Nelson, Chris Burdon and Mark Taylor

Writing - Adapted screenplay: 
Women Talking; Screenplay by Sarah 
Polley

Writing- Original Screenplay: 
Everything Everywhere All At Once; 
Written by Daniel Kwan & Daniel 
Scheinert

Visual Effects: Avatar: The Way of 
Water; Joe Letteri, Richard Baneham, 
Eric Saindon and Daniel Barrett

Music (original score): All 
Quiet on the Western Front, Volker 
Bertelmann 

International feature film: All 
Quiet on the Western Front , Germany 

Documentary Feature Film: 
Navalny; Daniel Roher, Odessa Rae, 
Diane Becker, Melanie Miller & Shane 
Boris

A building of Credit Suisse, Switzerland’s second-largest bank, is pictured in 
Geneva, Switzerland, Oct. 3, 2022.(Xinhua/Lian Yi)

17th-largest in Europe, with an estimated 730 billion euros 
(772 billion U.S. dollars) in assets under control.

The Swiss institution saw its share price plummet by 24 
percent in trading on March 15, ending the day at 1.7 Swiss 
francs in heavy trading. 

The fall was the 10th consecutive losing session for 
the company’s shares. They have lost nearly 40 percent of 
their value since March 3, when shares traded at 2.78 Swiss 
francs.  The latest developments have also increased volatility 
for the Swiss franc compared to the euro, the US dollar, and 
other leading currencies.  (Xinhua)

The 95th Academy Awards

95th Oscars acting winners: Ke Huy Quan, Michelle 
Yeoh, Brendan Fraser, Jamie Lee  Curtis. (oscar.org)

Best Picture winner ‘Everything Everywhere All at Once’ . (oscar.org)95th Oscars host Jimmy Kimmel
(oscar.org)

ISTANBUL, March 21 – China’s 
President Xi Jinping has stressed in 
his talks with Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin that “voices for peace 
and rationality” on Ukraine issue “are 
building.”

“Most countries support easing 
tensions, stand for peace talks, and are 
against adding fuel to the fire,” Xi told 
Putin during their Monday night meeting 
in Moscow, according to China’s Foreign 
Ministry statement.

Xi is on a three-day trip to Russia.
Russia launched a war on Ukraine 

in February last year, which has resulted 
in deaths and wounds to thousands of 
people and forced millions more to flee 
the war-torn country due to Russian 
forces bombing and shelling.

According to Beijing, Xi and Putin 
had an “in-depth exchange of views on 
the Ukraine issue.”

“A review of history shows that 
conflicts in the end have to be settled 
through dialogue and negotiation,” Xi 

WASHINGTON – The Biden administration has demanded the Chinese 
owners of TikTok to sell their stakes in the popular video-sharing app or risk it 
being banned in the US, The Wall Street Journal reported.

The demand was made by the US Treasury-led Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States (CFIUS), the paper reported, citing sources 
familiar with the matter, calling the move a “major shift” in the administration’s 
policy against TikTok.

It reported that 60% of TikTok parent company ByteDance’s shares are 
owned by global investors, 20% by employees and 20% by its founders, citing 
TikTok executives.

TikTok responded by saying that the sale will not address the perceived 
security risk.

US demands TikTok owners to sell stakes‘Voices for peace’ in Ukraine 
are building, Xi tells Putin

Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin.

noted. He added that China advocated 
a political settlement of the crisis and 
rejected the Cold War mentality and 
unilateral sanctions. 

According to the readout of the 
meeting released by Beijing, Putin said: 
“Russia has carefully studied China’s 
position paper on the political settlement 
of the Ukraine issue and is open to talks 
for peace. Russia welcomes China to 
play a constructive role in this regard.”

Human Lander Challenge logo overlaid on an artist’s il-
lustration of an Artemis astronaut looking out at the lunar 
surface. (NASA)

NASA seeks student solutions 
for managing moon landing dust cloud

WASHINGTON – The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) has 
transferred all deposits—both insured and uninsured—and substantially all 
assets of the former Silicon Valley Bank of Santa Clara, California, to a newly 
created, full-service FDIC-operated ‘bridge bank’ in an action designed to 
protect all depositors of Silicon Valley Bank.  Depositors will have full access to 
their money beginning this morning, when Silicon Valley Bridge Bank, N.A., the 
bridge bank, opens and resumes normal banking hours and activities, including 
online banking.  

FDIC protect all depositors of the former SVB
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 When astronaut Cady Coleman lived on the 
International Space Station, she had fun with her hair. While 
living and working in zero gravity, she let her mid-length 
brown hair float freely above her head. 

In the crew’s video tours for curious fans on Earth, 
Coleman pulled her weightless body through corridors the 
width of a school bus while her hair swirled around her. 
She lived on the station from December 2010 to May 2011. 
She says the “zero-gravity style” was a way to say “women 
belong in space.”

“It’s really, really important to see people who look like 
you doing all kinds of things,” Coleman says. “Being able 
to see yourself in images of women doing amazing things 
makes those activities seem normal.”

Women represent a third of all scientific researchers, 
12% of members of national science academies, 28% of 
engineering graduates and 40% of graduates in computer 
science and informatics, according to the United Nations.

ROME – Iconic Italian carmaker Ferrari has said that it 
recently came under a ransomware cyberattack, while at the 
same time stressing that it had not given in to the hackers’ 
demands and that its operations had not been affected.

The company said in a statement that the threat 
regarded “a ransom demand related to certain client 
contact details”. “We immediately started an investigation in 
collaboration with a leading global third-party cybersecurity 
firm,” it added. “In addition, we informed the relevant 
authorities and are confident they will investigate to the full 
extent of the law.”

As a policy, it said “Ferrari will not be held to ransom 
as paying such demands funds criminal activity and enables 
threat actors to perpetuate their attacks.” (ANSA) 

HATAY, Türkiye – Many icons 
and Bibles have been unearthed 
from earthquake debris of a historical 
Orthodox church in the quake-hit 
Turkish province of Hatay.

Disaster Area Excavation 
Directorate, established by the Turk-
ish Culture and Tourism Ministry to 
save valuable cultural assets in the 
wreckage after Feb. 6 earthquakes, 
launched a rescue work in the 
Antioch Greek Orthodox Church in 
Hatay.

The church, made of wood and 
built in 1833, was destroyed by an 
earthquake in 1872 and faced the 
same destiny when the twin quakes 
struck southern Türkiye last month. 
An excavation team worked meticu-
lously in the church and reached 11 
religious icons in the area that turned 
into a rubble heap.

The team, led by the head of 
the Art History Department of Kafkas 

The 2023 Legends for Charity® 
dinner on Feb. 9, 2023 hosted top 
names in sports broadcasting during 
the biggest week in professional sports 
to present NFL on FOX studio analyst 
and Pro Football Hall of Fame defensive 
end Howie Long with the illustrious Pat 
Summerall Award. The annual charity 
dinner raised more than $900,000 to 
benefit the lifesaving mission of St. 
JudeChildren’s Research Hospital®: 
Finding cures. Saving children.® 
Everywhere.

The NFL on FOX broadcasting 
team, Curt Menefee, Terry Bradshaw, 
Michael Strahan and Jimmy Johnson 
joined broadcasters Jay Glazer and 
Charles Woodson alongside more than 
600 guests to honor Long, the 17th 
recipient of the award. It recognizes 
a national broadcaster or sports 

PHOENIX, -- Make-A-Wish 
is excited to announce that ABC 
Supply Co., Inc., the largest 
wholesale distributor of roofing and 
other select exterior and interior 
building products in North America, 
has recommitted to creating life-
changing wishes for children with 
critical illnesses with a new $3 
million pledge. Since becoming 
a national partner in 2020, ABC 
Supply has helped grant the 
wishes of more than 300 children 
nationwide.

“For three years, ABC Supply 
has made a profound impact on 
wish kids across the country, and 
we’re thankful for their continued 
support as we work together to 
grant the wish of every eligible 
child,” said Leslie Motter, president 
and CEO of Make-A-Wish America. 

Every hour, three kids are 
diagnosed with a critical illness in 
the U.S. ABC Supply’s commitment 
will help kids like Genesis, an 
8-year-old with cancer who wished 
for a backyard treehouse. The ABC 
Supply team in Coal Valley, Ill., 
helped make her wish come true by 
donating construction materials. 

A contingent of Salvationists 
– including command leaders, 
headquarters’ staff and young people 
– greeted General Brian Peddle and 
Commissioner Rosalie Peddle (World 
President of Women’s Ministries) on 
arrival at Kigali International Airport 
on 16 February as they commenced 
their visit to the Rwanda and Burundi 
Command.

The next day, officers’ councils 
included a time when the General 
and Commissioner Rosalie shared 
snapshots of Salvation Army challenges 
and victories around the world. With 
49 officers from across the command 
in attendance, Commissioner Peddle 

Bibles unearthed from rubble 
of historical church in Türkiye

University, Muhammed Arslan, also 
unearthed a large number of Bibles, 
including manuscripts, and some 
liturgical materials -- objects with 
symbolic meaning used in rituals -- 
from under the debris.

The artifacts, which were docu-
mented, classified, and inventoried, 
were taken under protection in the 
temporary excavation warehouse. 
(Anadolu) 

Photo from Anadolu

Legends for Charity honors Howie Long with 
2023 Pat Summerall Award, annual dinner raises 
$900,000 to benefit St. JudeChildren’s Research

Owen and his dad Brian catch up with 
Howie Long ahead of the 2023 Legends 
for Charity dinner.

personality with an outstanding career 
and significant community impact.

Broadcaster Chris Berman kept 
the crowd entertained as host of the 
evening, which featured two special St. 
Jude patient connections. 

On a mission: More women astronauts
By SHARE AMERICA

NASA astronaut Cady Coleman, a flight engineer on a mission 
to the International Space Station, plays her flute on the sta-
tion in March 2011. (NASA)

Ninety-five soldiers enrolled, eleven cadets 
commissioned and ordained during visit of 

international leaders to Rwanda and Burundi

urged them: ‘Keep your faith fresh, keep 
your love sincere and keep your joy 
contagious’, words of encouragement 
based on Isaiah 41:10, 1 Corinthians 
16:13-14 and 1 Peter 1:8.

Using words from Deuteronomy 
10:12-13, the General challenged the 
officers, ‘What does God require of 
me?’. 

He reminded them that in being 
chosen by God to be his vessels, their 
service will be blessed if they have a 
reverent fear for the Lord, walk in his 
ways, love and serve him with all their 
heart and soul, and observe the Lord’s 
commands. - The Salvation Army 
International

ABC SUPPLY CO., 
INC. RENEWS 
MULTIMILLION 

DOLLAR NATIONAL 
PARTNERSHIP WITH 

MAKE-A-WISH

Ferrari says it suffered a cyberattack

Photo from ANSA

SAN QUENTIN – Governor Gavin Newsom, alongside state legislators, 
survivors of crime and victim advocates, and civil rights leaders, announced that 
San Quentin State Prison — the oldest and most notorious prison in California and 
home to the largest “death row” in the United States — will be transformed from a 
maximum-security prison into a one-of-a-kind facility focused on improving public 
safety through rehabilitation and education. The prison, which will be renamed “San 
Quentin Rehabilitation Center,” will serve as a nationwide evidence-backed model to 
advance a more effective justice system that builds safer communities.

Governor Newsom announces historic 
transformation of San Quentin State Prison

“Fear not, for I am with 
you; be not dismayed, 

for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold 
you with my righteous 

right hand.”
– ISAIAH 41:10
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U.S. Embassy Bangkok is now accepting applications 
for the Fall 2023 YSEALI Academic Fellowship. Candidates 
from Thailand interested in the topics of Civic Engagement, 
Environmental Issues, and Social Entrepreneurship 
and Economic Development are invited to apply for this 
opportunity.

There will be two Institutes on each theme with each 
Institute composed of up to 22 Fellows.  The five-week 
programs are planned to take place in-person during the 
late August and early November timeframe; exact dates will 
be determined at a later time.  Should health, safety, and 
travel conditions continue to pose significant challenges, the 
program will pivot to a modified virtual format.

A total of 15 applicants from Thailand will be selected to 
participate in the Fall 2023 program.

NEW YORK -- TIME reveals the annual TIME Women of the Year list recogniz-
ing 12 extraordinary leaders working toward a more equal world .

The 2023 TIME Women of the Year list includes: actor and UNHCR ambas-
sador Cate Blanchett, actor Angela Bassett, musical artist Phoebe Bridgers, writer, 
producer, and actor Quinta Brunson, soccer player and champion of equal pay 
Megan Rapinoe, professional boxer and refugee advocate Ramla Ali, environmental 
and human rights defender Ayisha Siddiqa, Iranian dissident and journalist Masih 
Alinejad,  activist and leader of war efforts for women and LGBTQI communities 
in Ukraine Olena Shevchenko, incoming CEO of Suntory Beverages Makiko Ono, 
reproductive rights activist Verónica Cruz Sánchez and Brazil’s Minister of Racial 
Equality Anielle Franco .

The 2023 Women of the Year issue has two worldwide covers, each highlight-
ing a member of the list. 

DUBLIN -- St. Patrick’s Festival 
and Tourism Ireland are delighted to 
welcome Patrick Duffy to  Ireland to 
take part in the 2023 St Patrick’s Day 
Parade. 

Patrick, whose grandfather 
emigrated from Ireland to America in 
the 1920s, has always maintained 
a deep pride and interest in his Irish 
heritage. Fittingly, he also celebrates 
his birthday on 17th March, and was 
named after St. Patrick.  

The son of tavern owners Marie 
and Terence Duffy, Patrick got his big 
break in ‘Man From Atlantis’ before 
achieving global success playing 
Bobby Ewing in the much-loved CBS 

Samuel H. Altman (born April 22, 
1985) is an American entrepreneur, 
investor, and programmer. He is the CEO 
of OpenAI and the former president of Y 
Combinator. 

Altman is also the co-founder of 
Loopt (founded in 2005) and Worldcoin 
(founded in 2020). 

MELVIN BARCENAS, a recognized U.S. technology 
expert is currently developing the latest and most 
advanced Circuit ID flagship products in the Philippines.  
Having a close collaboration with companies in Malaysia 
and Singapore and with the able assistance of his brother,  
Remigio Barcenas, Sr., Melvin said, “I definitely see a 
bright future.”

“Indeed, this is a dream come true for me,” he added. 
AA/ INM

Washington, D.C. – The Peace 
Corps  unveiled its new marketing 
campaign, Bold Invitation, that calls on 
motivated changemakers to advance 
the agency’s mission to spread world 
peace and friendship through interna-
tional service. With the goal of recruiting 
and deploying more than 5,000 Volun-
teers over the next year, the agency is 
committed to attracting and retaining 
the most talented and diverse group of 
Peace Corps Volunteers in the agency’s 
history. 

The campaign is an inclusive call 
to action for qualified Americans who 
are interested in addressing some of 
today’s most pressing global challenges 
to explore, connect and apply to the 
Peace Corps. 

Fall 2023 YSEALI Academic Fellowship
CALL FOR APPLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT

Please complete the online application before 11:59 PM 
on Sunday, April 9, 2023.

TIME 2023 WOMEN OF THE YEAR
List of extraordinary leaders working 

toward a more equal world

TIME Women of the Year 2023 Honoree, Cate Blanchett Photograph by Yana Yat-
suk for TIME  (left photo) and  TIME Women of the Year 2023 Honoree, Ayisha 
Siddiqa Photograph by Josefina Santos for TIME (right photo).

Pictured outside the EPIC mu-
seum is Patrick Duffy, this year’s 
International Guest of Honour at 
St. Patrick’s Festival. Photograph: 
Sasko Lazarov / Photocall Ireland 
(PRNewsfoto/Tourism Ireland)

Actor and director Patrick Duffy International Guest 
of Honour at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade

prime time American soap opera ‘Dallas’, and starring in seven seasons of 
the popular sit-com “Step by Step”, Patrick has consistently been an audience 
favourite. 

Patrick makes the trip to Ireland along with tens of thousands of inter-
national visitors from Ireland’s global  diaspora of over 80 million, seeking to 
connect with their roots, to sample contemporary and traditional Irish arts and 
culture, and to enjoy one of the world’s truly unique experiences on the streets 
of Dublin.-PRNewswire

THE PEACE CORPS LAUNCHES ‘BOLD INVITATION’ 
CAMPAIGN DISTANCE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

The UNWTO has included three 
Spanish villages in the list of 32 Best 
Tourism Villages for 2022, more than 
any other country worldwide. 

The list recognises villages which 
are excellent examples of rural tourism 
with accredited cultural and natural 
assets, that preserve and promote rural 
and community-based values, products, 
and lifestyle. Included destinations must 
have a clear commitment to innovation 
and sustainability in all its aspects – 
economic, social and environmental.

The three villages in Spain: 
Alquézar, Aragon; Rupit, Catalonia; and 
Guadalupe, Extremadura, all meet the 
criteria.  

UNTWO NAMES 
3 SPANISH TOWNS 
AS BEST TOURISM 

VILLAGES 

U.S. tech expert explores business 
opportunities in the Philippines

Melvin Barcenas during a presentation During one of his meetings

Melvin with 
his brother, 
Remigio 
Barcenas, 
Sr.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

ChatGPT is an artificial intelligence 
chatbot developed by OpenAI and 
launched in November 2022. It is built 
on top of OpenAI’s GPT-3 and GPT-4 
families of large language models and 
has been fine-tuned (an approach to 
transfer learning) using both supervised 
and reinforcement learning techniques.



International News Media MARCH  20234

JOBS

MANILA – An advanced party 
from the United States Armed Forces 
that will be joining the 2023 “Balikatan” 
exercises next month is scheduled to 
arrive in the Philippines on March 20.

Col. Medel Aguilar, spokesperson 
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP), said the guests would be working 
on various humanitarian civic assistance 
programs before the annual military 
exercises formally begin April 11.

More than 17,000 personnel from 
the Philippines and the US will be 
joining this year’s Balikatan, the largest 
iteration of the annual joint military drills.

The exercises will be held from 
April 11 to 28 in various parts of the 

Amazon plans to eliminate 9,000 
more jobs in the next few weeks, CEO 
Andy Jassy said in a memo to staff. 

The job cuts would mark the 
second largest round of layoffs in the 
company’s history, adding to the 18,000 
employees the tech giant said it would 
lay off in January. The company’s 
workforce doubled during the pandemic, 
however, during a hiring surge across 
almost the entire tech sector. 

Tech companies have announced 
tens of thousands of job cuts this year. 

In the memo, Jassy said the 
second phase of the company’s annual 
planning process completed this month 
led to the additional job cuts. He said 
Amazon will still hire in some strategic 

LOS ANGELES -- Food 4 Less/Foods Co today announced it is seeking to hire 
new associates for roles in retail, supply chain and manufacturing with hiring events 
starting in March. Potential associates interested in pursuing positions in retail are 
invited to learn more at in-store weekly hiring events each Tuesday from 4:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m., running from March 17 to May 13. Those wishing to explore roles in 
supply chain or manufacturing are encouraged to participate in a virtual session 
offered April 4 and May 2 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. EST.

“Whether you are looking for a new opportunity, have questions about a career 
at Food 4 Less or know you are interested in joining our team, we encourage 
everyone to participate in a hiring event,” said LeAnne Romesburg, Director of 
Human Resources at Food 4 Less/Foods Co.

Hiring event participants can expect to meet a friendly Food 4 Less/Foods 
Co associate who can answer any questions they may have about a career in the 
grocery industry and take part in open interviews. Candidates should complete the 
online application at thekrogerco.com/careers in advance of the event and come 
prepared to be themselves. - PRNewswire

On behalf of the United States of America, I wish the people of Ireland, 
and all those celebrating around the world, a happy and healthy St. Patrick’s 
Day.

St. Patrick’s Day is an opportunity to celebrate the Emerald Isle’s rich 
heritage and culture and reflect on the partnership between our countries 
and friendship between our people.  The United States and Ireland cooperate 
closely in every sphere, bound by our shared love of freedom, democracy, and 
human rights.  Economic ties between our countries are strong, with growing 
trade and investment, and we work together to respond to authoritarian 
threats, strengthen global health security, increase shared prosperity, and build 
a green future.

This year, we look forward to commemorating the 25th anniversary of 
the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement that helped create a more peaceful and 
prosperous future for the people of Northern Ireland.

The ties that bind the United States and Ireland are strong, and we are 
confident they will grow even stronger in the years ahead. I extend my best 
wishes for a joyful and hopeful St. Patrick’s Day.

The 9th annual Selec-
tUSA Investment Summit to 
be held May 1-4, 2023, will 
promote the United States 
as the world’s premier 
investment destination and 
connects qualified foreign 
firms with U.S. economic 

MANILA – India is set to train 
more Filipinos as its continuing training 
program for the Philippines reach more 
than 1,000 beneficiaries.

India Ambassador to the Philip-
pines Shambhu Kumaran said New 
Delhi would be allocating 65 slots for 
Filipinos under the Indian Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (ITEC) initiative 
annually.

ITEC courses are currently offered 
in three categories—the virtual eITEC, 
ITEC Defense and the ITEC Regular, 
which covers short or long term training 
in India.

Under this, over 1,000 Filipino 
nationals have so far been trained in 
a range of disciplines such as artifi-
cial intelligence, cyber technologies, 
engineering and technology, agriculture, 
entrepreneurship, trade, election and 
pharmaceuticals, among others.

Defense training, meanwhile, 
covered specialized fields like maritime 
law, diving and aerospace safety to 
name a few.

For defense, a total of 56 slots to 
train in India were offered to the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines and the Philip-
pine Coast Guard, 22 of which have 
been filled as of posting. - PNA

RICHMOND, VA – Governor 
Glenn Youngkin has announced more 
than $12 million in Virginia Housing 
Trust Fund Homeless Reduction 
Grants for 68 projects across the 
Commonwealth. The funding will 
advance targeted efforts to reduce 
homelessness for 2,669 individuals 
and families through 25 permanent 
supportive housing, 34 rapid 
rehousing and nine underserved 
populations innovation projects.

Joint US-Philippine military exercises begin April 11
By JOYCE ANN L. ROCAMORA and PRIAM NEPOMUCENO, Philippine News Agency

country, including Palawan, Batanes, 
and Zambales.

Both the AFP and the Australian 
Embassy earlier confirmed that around 
100 members of the Australian Defence 
Force would be active participants.

Japan, meanwhile, will deploy 
observers. 

Tokyo and Manila are still in talks 
over the proposed establishment of a 
Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) 
or a Status of Forces Agreement which 
would pave the way for more enhanced 
training and exercises between the two 
nations.

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Andres 
Centino led a Philippine delegation to 

the Defense and Security Equipment 
International in Tokyo, Japan on 
March 14 to 17. He had an opportunity 
to discuss the RAA with Gen. Koji 
Yamazaki, chief of the Japan Self 
Defense Forces, as well as issues 
of mutual concern on maritime 
cooperation and defense, and capability 
development.

Col. Jorry Baclor, AFP public affairs 
chief, said in a statement that Yamazaki 
guaranteed Japan’s “friendship and 
assistance on common security 
issues together with other like-minded 
countries” for a rules-based international 
order in the West Philippines Sea and a 
“free and open” Indo-Pacific. (PNA)

COLLABORATION. The Philippine Army, led by Lt. Gen. Romeo Brawner 
Jr. (center, front row), and the United States Army Pacific commence Exercise 
“Salaknib” (shield) at Fort Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija on March 13, 2023. Around 
3,000 troops from both sides will train side-by-side in a spectrum of military 
operations until April 4, preceding the “Balikatan” exercises on April 11. 
(Courtesy of AFP Radio DWDD Facebook)

Gov.Youngkin awards more than $12 million to 
reduce homelessness across the Commonwealth

India-PH technical 
cooperation trains 
over 1K Filipinos

ON THE OCCASION OF ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Statement of Antony J. Blinken

Secretary of State

Food 4 Less/Foods Co to host 
in-store and virtual hiring events

JOIN U.S. Embassy London delegation to the 
SelectUSA Investment Summit, May 1-4, 2023

development organizations (EDOs) to 
facilitate business investment and job 
creation.

The SelectUSA Investment Summit 
is the highest-profile event in the U.S. 
dedicated to promoting foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI). This year’s Investment 
Summit returns in its familiar format to 

provide exciting opportunities for savvy 
investors from over 70 countries and 
greater U.S. state and city economic de-
velopers (EDO) from across the nation 
to engage and interact – the SelectUSA 
Investment Summit is the most highly 
anticipated and productive event of its 
kind in the United States.

“And whatever 
you ask in prayer, 
you will receive, if 

you have faith.”
 - MATTHEW 21:22

Amazon cuts 9,000 more jobs, bringing 2023 total to 27,000
areas. 

The job cuts will hit profitable areas 
for the company including its cloud 
computing unit AWS and its burgeoning 
advertising business. Twitch, the gam-
ing platform Amazon owns, will also see 
some layoffs as well as Amazon’s PXT 
organizations, which handle human 
resources and other functions. 

Prior layoffs had also hit PXT, 
the company’s stores division, which 
encompasses its e-commerce business 
as well as the company’s brick-and-
mortar stores such as Amazon Fresh 
and Amazon Go, and other departments 
such as the one that runs the virtual 
assistant Alexa. 

Earlier this month, the company 

said it would pause construction on 
its headquarters building in northern 
Virginia, though the first phase of that 
project will open this June with 8,000 
employees. 

Like other tech companies, includ-
ing Facebook parent Meta and Google 
parent Alphabet, Amazon ramped up 
hiring during the pandemic to meet the 
demand from homebound Americans 
that were increasingly making pur-
chases online. 

Amazon’s workforce, in warehous-
es and offices, doubled to more than 
1.6 million people in about two years. 
But demand slowed as the worst of the 
pandemic eased. The company began 
pausing or canceling its warehouse 
expansion plans last year. - AP
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INM Book Choice
SAVED: A War Reporter’s Mission to Make It Home

By BENJAMIN HALL

Art Corner

Your Health 

TECH TALK

Gardening

Rosemarie Mejia
Real Estate Agent License #01147862

3511 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019
rosemariemejia@gmail.com •  323 997 3838

•  Top Producer
•  Top Listing Agent 
•  Realtor - Hall of Fame Awardee
•  Over 25 years Experience 
            in Real Estate
•  Old Fashion Real Estate Service
•  Knowledge + Experience = 
           Results

•  When You Demand Excellence 
         in Real Estate Service 
•  Passionate in Making 
         a Win- Win Situation in Every 
         Transaction
•  Detail Oriented 
•  Successful Real Estate Investor 
•  Community Leader

When veteran war reporter 
Benjamin Hall woke up in Kyiv on the 
morning of March 14, 2022, he had 
no idea that, within hours, Russian 
bombs would nearly end his life. As 
a journalist for Fox News, Hall had 
worked in dangerous war zones like 
Syria and Afghanistan, but with three 
young daughters at home, life on the 
edge was supposed to be a thing of 
the past. Yet when Russia viciously 
attacked Ukraine in February 2022, 
Hall quickly volunteered to go. A few 
weeks later, while on assignment, 
Hall and his crew were blown up in 
a Russian strike. With Hall himself 
gravely injured and stuck in Kyiv, it 
was unclear if he would make it out 
alive.

This is the story of how he 
survived—a story that continues 
to this day. For the first time, Hall 
shares his experience in full—from 
his ground-level view of the war to his 
dramatic rescue to his arduous, and 
ongoing, recovery. 

Going inside the events that 
have permanently transformed him, 
Hall recalls his time at the front lines 
of our world’s conflicts, exploring 
how his struggle to step away 
from war reporting led him back 
one perilous last time. Featuring 
nail-biting accounts from the many 

A trend toward minimalism means 
only keeping items that add value to 
your life

1. Anything that doesn’t add value
2. Just-in-case items 
3. Photos and paper 
4. Actual trash
5. Damaged items 
6. Extras / Duplicates 
7. Stuff you never use 
8.  An abandoned hobby 
9.  Items from a past phase 
10 . Anything expired 
11. Things that bring up bad 

memories 
12. Clothes that don’t fit 
13. Digital Clutter 

 Why Clutter Is Bad for Your Health
Having too much stuff and not 

having it organized does more than just 
make a mess. It impacts stress levels 
and mental health. 

Numerous studies have found 
that the impact of clutter can contribute 
to anxiety and depression and help 
undermine healthy habits.  - AARP

In a study using data from nearly 
1,200 older adults, Johns Hopkins Medicine 
researchers have added to a growing body of 
evidence that loss of the sense of smell is a 
predictive marker for an increased risk of frailty 
as people age. 

Building on previous research showing that 
olfactory dysfunction is a common early sign of 
brain-linked cognitive decline, the new findings 
suggest the link to frailty is likely not just in the 
brain but also in the nose itself. (John Hopkins)

Reception or social hours are 
typically for the purpose of networking 
for jobs and entertaining clients. Follow 
the lead of the majority of individuals in 
the room and the following basic tips:

• Keep at least one hand free.
If you are standing, have only a drink or 
food in one hand, never both.  Hold a 
drink in your left hand so that you have 
a dry hand to offer a firm, not crushing, 
hand shake.

• You can eat and drink while 
sitting, but it is always better to stand 
and greet.

• Make good eye contact.  
Don’t forget to introduce yourself to 
the host/hostess and don’t interrupt 
conversations. 

• Avoid approaching two 
people engaged in deep conversation.  
Wait until there is a break so you can 
introduce yourself.  Look for visual cues 
to join the conversation.

• Make eye contact.  Ask 
people questions about themselves and 
the work they do.

• Always offer your contact 
information and know when it is time 
to go.  Move on to the next group or 
individual, follow up with promising 
contacts, and assess how you can 
improve your performance.

Source: Kent State University 

1. Legitimate tech companies won’t contact you by phone, 
email, or text message to tell you there’s a problem with your 
computer.

2. Security pop-up warnings from real tech companies will 
never ask you to call a phone number or click on a link . 

What To Do if You Think There’s 
a Problem With Your Computer

If you think there may be a problem with your computer, 
update your computer’s security software and run a scan.

If you need help fixing a problem, go to someone you 
know and trust. 

Many software companies offer support online or by 
phone. Stores that sell computer equipment also offer technical 
support. Midjourney selects Google Cloud to 

power AI-generated creative platform
SUNNYVALE, Calif.-- On March 

14, Google Cloud announced a 
new partnership with Midjourney, an 
independent research lab that provides 
a platform for AI-powered creative 
tools for creating visual imagery 
with natural language interfaces. 
Midjourney selected Google Cloud 
as its infrastructure provider of choice 
to benefit from the company’s deep 
expertise in training large-scale AI 
models, scalability, and sustainability.

As part of the partnership, 
Midjourney has employed Google 
Cloud’s custom-developed AI 
accelerators, Tensor Processor 
Units(TPUs), to train its fourth 
generation AI model. In combination 
with Google Cloud’s GPU VMs, which 
run on NVIDIA GPUs, Midjourney 

Calla Lilies grow in full sun or 
partial shade. 

Full sun is best in cool summer 
areas but part shade is preferred in 
hot summer areas. 

Calla Lilies perform best in 
organically rich, moist, well-drained 
soils. Consistent moisture is 
essential, but avoid overwatering to 
prevent rot. - Google.com

Michelangelo di Lodovico 
Buonarroti Simoni (6 March 1475 
– 18 February 1564), known as 
Michelangelo, was an Italian sculptor, 
painter, architect, and poet of the 
High Renaissance. 

Born in the Republic of 
Florence, his work was inspired by 
models from classical antiquity and 
had a lasting influence on Western 
art. Michelangelo’s creative abilities 
and mastery in a range of artistic 
arenas define him as an archetypal 
Renaissance man, along with 
his rival and elder contemporary, 
Leonardo da Vinci.

 Given the sheer volume of 
surviving correspondence, sketches, 
and reminiscences, Michelangelo is 
one of the best-documented artists 

“An affecting, singular story...a bracing tale of life on the edge of death.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

people across multiple countries who 
banded together to get him to safety, 
Hall offers a stunning look at complex 
teamwork and heartfelt perseverance 
that turned his life into a mission.

Evocative, harrowing, and 
deeply moving, Saved is a powerful 
memoir of family and friends, of life 
and healing, and of how to respond 
when you are tested in ways you 
never thought possible.

Benjamin Hall’s memoir includes 
a 16-page color photo insert.

can render the generated images 
on the platform with breathtaking 
speed. While TPUs are designed to 
accelerate computationally-intensive 
machine learning workloads, pairing 
them with Google Cloud GPU VMs, 
which have broad support for AI 
industry tools, uniquely enables GCP 
customers like Midjourney to tackle any 
AI workload with speed and flexibility. 
Google Cloud’s open approach to AI 
development and leadership in custom 
chips allows Midjourney to provide 
its users with a seamless creative 
experience based on its scalable, 
secure, and stable infrastructure.

Google Cloud’s commitment to 
sustainability was another critical factor 
in Midjourney’s decision to collaborate 
with the company. PRNewswire

13 THINGS TO THROW 
AWAY RIGHT NOW

MICHELANGELO (Portrait by 
Daniele da Volterra,  c. 1545 )
of the 16th century. He was lauded 
by contemporary biographers as the 
most accomplished artist of his era. - 
Wikipedia 

The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
keeping watch on the evil and the good.  

- PROVERBS 15:3

Study suggests it may be wise to screen for 
smell loss to predict frailty and unhealthy aging

THE NOSE KNOWS

Two things to know to avoid a tech support scam
What To Do if You Were Scammed

If you paid a tech support scammer with a credit or 
debit card, you may be able to stop the transaction. Contact 
your credit card company or bank right away. Tell them what 
happened and ask if they can reverse the charges.

If you paid a tech support scammer with a gift card, 
contact the company that issued the card right away. Tell 
them you paid a scammer with the gift card and ask if they 
can refund your money.

If you gave a scammer remote access to your computer, 
update your computer’s security software. Then run a scan 
and delete anything it identifies as a problem.

If you gave your username and password to a tech 
support scammer, change your password right away. If you 
use the same password for other accounts or sites, change it 
there, too. Create a new password that is strong. - FBI

CALLA LILIES

Reception/Social Hour

“Ask, and it will be 
given to you seek, and 
you will find; knock, 

and it will be opened to 
you.” - MATTHEW 7:7 
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SAFETY TIPS

Tax Tips

Real Estate

FINANCE TIP

SALT LAKE CITY - The 
Transportation  Administration (TSA) 
at Salt Lake City International Airport 
(SLC) has deployed the next generation 
of Credential Authentication Technology 
(CAT) to verify the identity of travelers. 

First generation CAT units are 
designed to scan a traveler’s photo 
identification, confirm the traveler’s 
identity as well as their flight details. The 
new CAT units, referred to as CAT-2, 
have the same capabilities, but are also 
equipped with a camera that captures a 
real-time photo of the traveler.

CAT-2 compares the traveler’s 
photo on the identification credential 
against an in-person, real-time photo. 
Once the CAT-2 confirms the match, a 
TSA officer will verify and the traveler 
can proceed to security screening, 
without ever exchanging a boarding 
pass. TSA officers can perform 
additional passenger verification if 

With the 2023 tax filing season 
in full swing, the IRS reminds 
taxpayers to gather their necessary 
information and visit IRS.gov for 
updated resources and tools to help 
with their 2022 tax return. Below is 
a list of this year’s Tax Time Guides.
Things to consider when filing a 

2022 tax return
•  Changes to credits and 

deductions
•  Transition year for 1099-K 

reporting
Report all income; gig economy 
and service industry, digital or 

foreign assets and source
•  Gig economy earnings are 

taxable
•  Service industry tips are also 

taxable
•  Understand digital asset 

reporting and tax requirements
•  Electronic payment and 

agreement options for taxpayers 
who owe

•  Late filing vs late payment
• Same day payments, short- 

and long-term payment plans
Options for those struggling to 

meet their tax obligations
• Use the Where’s My 

Refund? tool or IRS2Go app to 
check tax refund status

• Earned Income Tax Credit 
and Additional Tax Credit

• Make IRS.gov the first stop 
for tax help

•  Prepare and file taxes online 
for free (irs.gov)

Debt can be a crushing burden in 
the best of times. 

Perhaps you’ve lost your job, 
you’ve gotten sick, or you had to stay 
home to take care of your kids and now 
you are in debt (or more in debt than 
you were before.) What do you do now? 
Many people are dealing with the same 
issues, but you can take steps to fix it.

First, write down your budget. 
Having a clear idea of what money is 
coming in and what money is going out 
is a huge step in getting out of debt. 

Second, look at your spending 
and think about expenses you can 
reduce. If you are spending more than 
you’re making, you may need to cut 
costs to make your rent or mortgage 
payment.

Third, give priority to your secured 
debt. Secured debt is something such 
as a mortgage or car loan where there 
is property used as collateral. After 
secured debt comes interest-bearing 
unsecured debt such as a store credit 
card and finally, debt without interest, 
such as medical bills. All of your debt is 
important to pay, but prioritizing will help 
you come up with a plan, such as the 
debt snowball method.

The debt snowball method is a 
popular method of paying down debt. 

TSA using state-of-the art identity verification technology, 
accepting mobile driver licenses at SLC security checkpoint

traveler is key element of TSA’s security 
mission,” said TSA Federal Security 
Director for Utah Matt Davis. “SLC is the 
first airport in the country to have CAT-2 
units deployed throughout the security 
checkpoint. We pledge to continue to 
invest in technologies that are designed 
to make the TSA operation more 
effective and efficient”.  

Photos captured by CAT units 
are never stored or used for any 
other purpose than immediate identity 
verification by a TSA officer. Travelers 
who do not wish to participate in 
the facial matching process can opt 
out in favor of an alternative identity 
verification process. 

As an added convenience, the 
CAT-2 units at SLC are equipped with 
readers that allow TSA PreCheck-
eligible travelers to use mobile driver 
licenses or photo IDs for TSA identity 
verification purposes.

needed. 
“We are pleased to bring the latest 

in identification verification technology 
to SLC. Confirming the identity of a 

1. Install the right number of smoke alarms. Test them once a month and 
replace the batteries at least once a year.         

2. Teach children what smoke alarms sound like and what to do when they 
hear one. 

3. Ensure that all household members know two ways to escape from every 
room of your home and know the family meeting spot outside of your home.

4. Establish a family emergency communications plan and ensure that all 
household members know who to contact if they cannot find one another.

5. Practice escaping from your home at least twice a year. Press the smoke 
alarm test button or yell “Fire“ to alert everyone that they must get out.

6. Make sure everyone knows how to call 9-1-1.
7. Teach household members to STOP, DROP and ROLL if their clothes 

catch on fire. 

Spring and summer showers 
may mean flowers, but wet pavement 
contributes to nearly 1.2 million traffic 
crashes each year.

Here are some tips you’ll want 
to follow the next time you’re caught 
driving in the rain.

Replace windshield wiper inserts 
that leave streaks or don’t clear the 
glass in a single swipe. Make sure all 
headlights, taillights, brake lights and 
turn signals are properly functioning 
so other drivers will see you during 
downpours. Turn on your headlights 
whenever you drive.

Proper tire tread depth and inflation 
are imperative to maintaining good 
traction on wet roadways. Check each 
tire’s pressure, including the spare, at 
least once a month… and be sure to 

WET WEATHER DRIVING TIPS

check the pressure when the tires are 
cold. 

Avoid cruise control. When driving 
in wet-weather conditions, it is important 
to concentrate fully on every aspect of 
driving. Avoiding cruise control will allow 
the driver more options to choose from 
when responding to a potential loss-of-
traction situation, thus maximizing your 
safety. - AAA

If, for instance, you have three credit 
cards with payments of $50, $100, and 
$150, stop using the cards altogether 
so you aren’t building up the balances. 
Keep making the same payments even 
as the minimum goes down. If the $50 
payment card is paid off first, take that 
$50 and add it to the payment for the 
account with the highest interest rate to 
get it paid off faster. Instead of paying 
$100, you are now paying $150. Once 
that account is paid off, apply that $150 
extra towards the final card payment 
and you will be out of debt far sooner 
than you would be normally.

For tips on budgeting, saving, 
talking to kids about money, and even 
a basic course in personal finance, visit 
https://www.familycredit.org/resources. 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) has awarded nearly $6 million to public housing agencies 
and a state housing authority to protect children and families from housing-
related hazards, including radon exposure.

HUD is awarding 10 grants to public housing agencies under its Radon 
Testing and Mitigation Demonstration grant program. The agencies will 
test public housing units and mitigate identified elevated radon levels. This 
investment will protect over 6,500 people in low-income families, including 
children, from cancer risks caused by radon exposure. 

HUD is also awarding a grant to improve the energy efficiency of 
60 homes under its Healthy Homes and Weatherization Coordination 
Demonstration grant program, being weatherized under the grantee’s 
Department of Energy Weatherization Assistance Program.

Selling your home is no easy 
process, in terms of both the actual 
logistics and the emotional connection 
you often have to your home. After all, 
according to the Zillow Group Consumer 
Housing Trends Report 2021, the 
average seller reported living in their 
homes for about 14 years before selling. 
While most sales don’t go 100 percent 
smoothly, there are some common 
home-selling mistakes you can avoid 
to help make the process less stressful 
and less emotional.

Whether you’re a first-time seller or 

HUD awards $6 million to improve the safety 
and health of homes of low-income families

GETTING OUT OF DEBT

7 Ways to prepare for a home fire

GUIDE TO TAX FILING

9 Mistakes to avoid when selling your home
you’ve been through the process before, 
being aware of what to watch for makes 
all the difference. Here are the biggest 
mistakes when selling your home:  

• Overpricing
• Not timing correctly
• Ignoring repairs
• Getting emotional
• Not doing enough prep work
• Not hiring a photographer
• Lack of landscaping
• Failing to factor in additional 

costs
• Not knowing your strengths 

and weaknesses
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MANILA – The Philippines targets 
to become a tourism powerhouse in 
Asia in the next five years, Tourism 
Secretary Christina Frasco said..

At the unveiling of the 2023-2028 
National Tourism Development Plan 
(NTDP) during a tourism stakeholders’ 
summit in Manila, the Department of 
Tourism (DOT) vowed to “establish a 
Philippine tourism industry anchored 
on Filipino culture, heritage and 
identity, which aims to be sustainable, 
resilient and competitive in order to 
transform the Philippines into a tourism 
powerhouse in Asia.”

Department of 
Tourism Secretary 
Christina Frasco 
(PNA photo by 
Yancy Lim)

DOT plan to transform PH into tourism powerhouse in 5 years
BY JOYCE ANN L. ROCAMORA

The roadmap identified seven 
measures to achieve this goal, with 
improving tourism infrastructure and 

accessibility as one of the priorities.
“The overall target is the 

transformation of the tourism industry of 

the Philippines, which is why we have 
embarked on the objective of not just 
focusing on the promotion of tourism but 
more importantly on the development 
of industry from the ground up focusing 
not just on our key destinations, but 
also on our emerging and lesser known 
destinations,” Frasco said.

“We can only truly transform the 
Philippine tourism industry if we address 
the prevailing challenges that we face 
continually across our regions,” she 
added.

Under the NTDP, Frasco said 
DOT would focus on digitalization; 
enhancement of the overall tourist 

experience by incentivizing sustainable 
travel and improving safety and security 
in destinations, among others.

The agency would also tap local 
government units in developing more 
tourist sites and linking emerging ones 
to key destinations.

She said the government will 
increase investments in creating 
“high-value” tourism experiences and 
announced the May 2023 launch of the 
Philippine Experience. The program, 
which aims to highlight heritage and 
culture unique to every region in the 
country, will be piloted in Davao, Ilocos 
Region, Bicol and Calabarzon. (PNA)

AUSTIN, Texas -- ACE91 Founder Ceci Chan’s 
Inaugural HOPE AWARD filmmaker winners were 
announced at the 2023 South by Southwest Film Festival® 
Films & TV Awards Ceremony on March 14, 2023, at the 
Paramount Theater in Austin, TX.

This year’s recipient of the Hope Visionary Award, Dr. 
Deepak Chopra, was recognized for his commitment to 
humanitarianism and transformational change, and for his 
more than 50 years of service to humanity. 

Meanwhile, Davis Guggenheim received the Hope 
Filmmaker Award for his documentary film Still: A Michael 
J. Fox Movie, which explores Michael J. Fox’s  personal 
history and his incredible journey in seeking cures for 
Parkinson’s Disease.

The HOPE AWARD amplifies individuals who use 
various forms of media to improve human behavior. 
Whether through books, films, or new media, awardees 
enlighten, inspire, and bring hope to others through 
engaging storytelling, an optimistic spirit, and an 
unwavering commitment to better the world.- PRNewswire

Deepak Chopra, Davis Guggenheim win of HOPE Awards

AUSTIN, TEXAS - MARCH 11: Ceci Chan, Found-
er of the Hope Award, presents the 2023 Hope 
Award to Deepak Chopra in Austin, Texas. (Photo 
by Rick Kern/Getty Images for ACE91)

LOS ANGELES --JLO Jennifer 
Lopez, by global icon Jennifer Lopez, 
and REVOLVE, the trusted premium 
lifestyle brand and a go-to online 
source for discovery and inspiration, 
have partnered to launch an exclusive 
line of footwear. JLO Jennifer Lopez’s 
collection for REVOLVE offers a fierce, 
must-have capsule that brings together 
Lopez’s cult following and REVOLVE’s 
loyal customers. The partnership is 
an exciting and natural next step for 
both brands to reach new audiences 
and provides consumers with a go-to 
destination to shop and discover this 
exclusive line of footwear for their next 
will launch in three drops, starting with 
a 16 piece collection of sculptural heels 
ranging from chic metallics to gorgeous 
crystal embellishments and the perfect 
animal prints. The first drop includes a 
variety of sky-high platforms, knee-high 
boots, strappy sandals, and kitten heels 

Jennifer Lopez, REVOLVE partner 
to launch exclusive line of footwear

JLO JENNIFER LOPEZ for RE-
VOLVE debuted online exclusively 
at REVOLVE.COM on March 16, 
2023 with retail prices ranging 
from $145 to $200. (Photo Credit: 
Dennis Leupold)

in trending styles and materials including 
suede, leather, mesh, and satin that 
give the line an elevated and chic look. - 
PRNewswire

ORLANDO, Fla. -- Grande Lakes 
Orlando, the 500-acre luxury resort 
destination in the headwaters of the 
Florida Everglades anchored by luxury 
hotels The Ritz-Carlton Orlando and 
JW Marriott Orlando, invites guests 
to welcome the arrival of spring 
with a “Grande” Easter celebration. 
Boasting the largest Easter Egg hunt 
at an Orlando resort, plus an abundant 
holiday themed programming including 
an opportunity for children to win an 
extra-special “Grande Golden Ticket” 
within complimentary candy bars, 
with  attractive stay packages, Grande 
Lakes Orlando has curated an Easter 
experience unlike any other this April. 

Läderach Releases Limited-Edition Premium Fresh 
Artisanal Chocolate Bunnies and Chocolate Eggs

NEW YORK-- Available now 
through the Easter holiday, Läderach 
Chocolatier Suisse is offering the 
freshest collection of premium Spring 
and Easter artisanal chocolates 
delivered directly from Switzerland – 
including their signature Chocolate 
Bunnies and Eggs. 

These chocolates’ freshness and 
high quality reflect Läderach’s control 
of the entire value chain from bean to 
bar to shop and oversight from world 
chocolate master Elias Läderach. 

Whether celebrating the holiday 
with an iconic chocolate bunny or 
enjoying the spring season with a 
unique treat for yourself or as a gift, 
these premium chocolates can help 
elevate everyday occasions for oneself 
and others. -PRNewswire

NEW YORK-- A rare 292-year-old 
Guarneri violin known as the ‘Baltic’ 
sold for US$9.44 million at Tarisio, the 
global auction leader for rare stringed 
instruments and bows. 

The final sale price smashed the 
previous auction record of $3.6 million 
for any Guarneri instrument and marked 
the third-highest price ever achieved for 
a musical instrument at auction. 

With the sale of the ‘Baltic’, Tarisio 
has now sold the three most expensive 
stringed instruments at auction: the 
‘Lady Blunt’ Stradivari for $15.9 million 
in 2011, the ‘da Vinci’ Stradivari for 
$15.34 million in 2022, and the ‘Baltic’ 
Guarneri del Gesù for $9.44 million in 
2023. - PRNewswire

Reimagined Mickey’s Toontown reopens at the Disneyland Resort, 
beginning a new era of interactive play for families & young children

ANAHEIM, Calif.,  -- Disneyland Resort continues the 
Disney100 anniversary celebration with the reopening of the 
reimagined Mickey’s Toontownat Disneyland Park on March 
19, 2023. At this animated neighborhood, families can explore, 
play, discover and unwind together while enjoying new 
interactive experiences, returning familiar favorites and the 
new attraction Mickey & Minnie’s Runaway 

At Mickey’s Toontown, guests can play in their own way, 
invite others to play and play together. The environment and 
the experiences in this land were designed to allow guests to 
see, hear, feel and interact with one another in various ways.

The reopening of Mickey’s Toontown offers young families 
even more experiences to enjoy together in a distinct area of 
Disneyland Park, adjacent to Fantasyland, home of “it’s a small 
world” and the Fantasyland Theater. - PRNewswire

CHELTENHAM, England-- 
Synonymous with British racing 
fashion and with a distinctive rich 
heritage, Holland Cooper are the go-to 
brand for country style with a modern 
contemporary twist. With checked 
wools, tweeds and sleek silhouettes, 
their designs make them the perfect 
luxury fashion partner for the infamous 
Cheltenham Festival. - PRNewswire

From hand-decorated delectable 
bunnies and exceptionally stylish 
eggs to its iconic FrischSchoggi, 
Läderach’s premium fresh arti-
sanal chocolate collection includes 
more than 25 limited edition items 
ideal for elevating Easter and 
Spring activities.

THE ‘BALTIC’, A RARE 292-YEAR-OLD 
GUARNERI VIOLIN, SOLD FOR $9.44 MILLION

Front and back views of Giuseppe 
Guarneri del Gesù’s the ‘Baltic’ 
of c. 1731, which sold for US$9.44 
million at Tarisio New York on 
March 16, 2023.

GRANDE LAKES 
ORLANDO’S 

“GRANDEST” EASTER 
EGG HUNT

“Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of 
them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not 
leave you or forsake you.” - DEUTERONOMY 31:6

Holland Cooper Celebrities: Winning The Cheltenham 
Festival Fashion Stakes In Star-Studded Style

Kirsty Callacher wears full 
Holland Cooper Outfit 
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NATIONAL
Cherry BlossoCherry Blossomm

FESTIVAL

The Jefferson Memorial visible through cherry blossoms across the 
Tidal Basin. (Source: Wikipedia)

The NATIONAL CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL is a spring celebration in Washington, D.C., commemo-
rating the March 27, 1912, gift of Japanese cherry trees from Mayor Yukio Ozaki of Tokyo City to the city 
of Washington, D.C. Ozaki gave the trees to enhance the growing friendship between the United States 
and Japan and also celebrate the continued close relationship between the two nations. Large and col-
orful helium balloons, floats, marching bands from across the country, music and showmanship are parts 
of the Festival’s parade and other events.  (Source: Wikipedia) 


